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LEICESTER, Avovsr 28, 1789. 


15 Ca 
MOST NOBLE HENRY SOMERSET, 


Duke of Beaufort, Marquis and Earl of Wor- 
ceſter, Earl of Glamorgan, Viſcount Groſ- 
mont, Baron Herbert, Lord of Regland, 
Chepſtow and Gower, Baron Beaufort of 


Caldecot-Caſtle, Cuſtos Rotulorum of the 
County of Leiceſter, and L. L. D. 


MY LORD, 


T will be conſidered by the Inhabitants of La1casren- 
SHIRE, that I have with juſt propriety addreſſed theſe 
VIEWS to your Grace. They have long gloried in being 


nearly allied to the Illuſtrious Houſe of RuTtraxd ; and 
they now pride themſelves in having à lineal deſcendant 


of that renowned Prince John of Ghent, Duke of Lan- 


caſter, 


rn 0 KN 


caſter, and Earl of Leiceſter, (Names of Noble Perſonages 
ever to be reſpected here for Munificence and Liberality) 
now the Chief of an happy and induſtrious People. 


By condeſcending, My Lox, to take the local La- 
bours of one of the leaſt of thoſe individuals under Your 
Protection, You cannot add to Your exalted Station : but 
it will do honour to Your Grace's 


Mat Obedient Humble & ervant, 


"= 
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| JoHN THRoOsBY. 
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[To follow the Dedication. ] 
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J. T. wiſhes to convey to poſterity, with the lift of the honourable and reſpert- 
able names below, his fincere thanks for the ſupport be has received in an 
undertaking, which, with reſpect to pecuniary matters, was heavy and 
hazardous. To him it is a pleaſing reflection, and gratitude compels him 
to acknowledge, that, by the patronage of theſe whoſe names now honour 


his labours, he has been enabled to perſevere unto the end with pleaſure. 


He is ſorry, and here he apologizes for it, that he bad it not in bis power, 
agreeable with his engagements, io take a few other Views; particularly ſome 
Village Dwellings, which would have been at leaf eligible as minor Views, 
and which he at one time bad reaſon to expect he ſhould have accompliſhed 
within the preſcribed limits of this work, 
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IN TROD UErres 


| HE Hiſtorical and Deſcriptive Accounts in this Work, are given 
under the following heads, viz. CAsTLES, RELIGIOUS Hovsts, 
SzArs, and Views of Towns, and VILLAGE Cnuxchzs. The 
Accounts of Ruins are placed under the different Articles to which 
they belong. 


ALTHouGH the intention of giving theſe Views be to reſcue, as it 
were, . their originals from the devaſtation of time ; and to convey, to 
poſterity, an idea, as accurate as may be, of given objects; yet beauty 
and embelliſhment have been ſtudied as ſecondary conſiderations ; par- 


ticularly under the article SEATS. For example, the introduction 
of a tree, the removing of another, rejecting ordinary buildings, or 
ſometimes faintly expreſſing them, ſuch as ſtables, offices, &c. with 
ſuch, liberties are taken, which every Gentleman of taſte muſt com- 
mend. Some Writer, I remember, has ſaid, © When deformities 


are removed, beauty in ſome ſhape generally makes its appearance.” 
« Simplicity and variety are the acknowledged foundation of all pic- 


tureſque effect. Either of them will produce it: when the landſcape 

approaches nearer ſimplicity, it approaches nearer the ſublime, and 

when variety prevails, it tends more to the beautiful”. (a) * Beauty, 
(a) Gilpin's Tour in Scotland, 


a ſays 


ii eber t o N. 


ſays this Gentleman of taſte, will be obtained by adding trees upon the 
fore-ground, if happily introduced.” * The Engliſh park and foreſt 


afford an infinite variety of character in its trees and endleſs foliage,” (a) 


« ”Tis Painting's firſt chief buſineſs to explore 
«© What lovelier forms in nature's boundlels ſtore, 


Are beſt to art and ancient taſte ally'd, 
For ancient taſte thoſe forms has beſt apply'd.” (5) 


DRYDEN obſerves, in his celebrated preface, printed before his tranſla- 
tion of Du Freſnoy's Poem, That “ as in the compoſition of a picture, 


the painter is to take care that nothing enter into it, which is not pro- 


per or convenient to the ſubject; ſo likewiſe is che poet to reject all 


incidents which are foreign to the poem: They are wens, and other 
excreſcences which belong not to the body, but deform it. No perſon, 
no incident in the piece, or in the play, but muſt be of uſe to carry on 


the main deſign. All things elſe are like ſix fingers to the hand, when 


nature, which is ſuperfluous in nothing, can do her work with five.” _ 


THz above quotation may be conſidered, by ſome, as inapplicable 
to the preſent undertaking ; but I cannot but feel its force, in works of 


this nature, where the ſcenery is local. 


A Painter of Landſcape, when his ſubjects are merely local, often 
meets with excreſcences in his way, which muſt be removed or rejected, 
to make his picture pleaſing : In his beſt ſituation, for taking the prin- 
cipal, in the fore-ground, may be a gravel-hole, a dog-kennel, or a 


(a) Eſſay on Landſcape Painting. 


(5) Maſon's Tranſlation of Du Freſnoy's Art of Painting. : 
| dung hill; 
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dung-hill ; ploughed lands, a broken hedge, or a barn; things which 
would deſtroy, if introduced, the beauty of his piece ; things no ways 
ornamental, and of which, as Dryden obſerves, * the picture has no 
need; and in the opinion of Du Freſnoy, they are“ Figures to 
be let.” 


I have endeavoured, from the beſt authority, to do away all the ob- 
jections of common obſervers, who might be apt to hazard an opinion 


on the apparent neglect of a rail, a ſow- thiſtle, or an ant-hill. A word 
or two now on RuiNs, 


Taz Ruins, which form a part of this work, and the Churches, are 
ſources for contemplation ; and, I hope, will be found to convey ſem- 
blances of the objects they are intended to repreſent, 


Hap our forefathers been as careful of preſerving the noble edifices, 
which almoſt every where preſented themſelves in this iſland, a few cen- 
turies ago, and as ſolicitous to hand them down to poſterity, as the 
collectors of thoſe remains are now, what piles of venerable grandeur 
ſhould we behold The dark and intricate paths, which the Hiſtorian 
and the Antiquarian often traverſes in vain, would have been left ſmooth; 


and inſtead of doubtful evidence, and falſe conjectures, which are often 
the reſult of their examinations, they would be in poſſeſſion of more 


certainty and truth, the deſirable ends of all rational enquiry. The 
artiſt alſo would have been happy in the exerciſe of his beloved ſtudies ; 
a field would have been open to his laudable deſires, and the many, who 


lament the want of convenience and opportunity to behold the veſtiges 
a 2 | 
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of Roman grandeur, and the elegant architecture of Italy, would have 
been happy in exerciſing their pencils, and their ſight at home, amidſt 


venerable ruins, and remains of Gothic buildings, which have been“ 


(as a ſenſible writer (a) obſerves) © the admiration of the moſt refined and 
claſſic minds. The ſame Gentleman, in another place ſays, ** Altho' 
the refined in taſte may prefer the chaſte and noble proportions of Grecian 


art, to the more irregular and wild ideas of northern climates, whilſt 


each remains perfect, and the competition is for the beauty of the whole; 
yet, in the venerable ſtate of ruin, there is an awful romantic wildneſs 


in the Gothic remains, that moves the mind very powerfully. Much 
of the excellence and beauty of Grecian and Roman buildings is de- 
ſtroyed, when the general ſymmetry of the whole is violated ; but the 
Gothic pile, in the parts of which ſo much elegance is ever allowed, 


loſes leſs of its propriety by the devaſtations of time. The ivyed arch 
the taper-ſhafted column, the ſhattered turret, will, perhaps, gather 


new charms, when detached from the whole, from the clumſy buttreſſes, 
from other leſs beautiful and incongruous. parts. The light and grace- 
ful ſpire loſes nothing when deſerted by its ſurrounding towers ; but the 


dome will want the relief of its ample wings and extenſive colonades.” 


Few of thoſe, who have attempted to ſcan the beauties of this coun- 
try, have had leiſure or inclination to peep into the more ſecret receſſes 
of provincial treaſure : They have noticed, in their tours or journeys, 
particulars, which are, and have been, common to every obſerver. A tra- 
veller arrives at an inn, enquires whether any thing be worth ſeeing in 
the place, or vicinity; after information is given, he procures a waitery- 
or a poſt-boy, to accompany him to the place; he ſketches, as many 

(a) On Landſcape Painting. 
have 
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have done before him; and after his ſummer's excurſion, he gives the 
public a tour through England, Wales, or Scotland, interlarded with 
much about his hoſt, or hoſteſs; deſcends, ſometimes, and gives an 
account of the chambermaid, oſtler, and waiter ; tells you of his break. 
faſt, dinner and ſupper, and whether the table-cloth was fit to accom- 
modate a Gentleman. His bed and bedding, if not properly adjuſted, 
he informs you of, and warns you againſt the houſe, by telling you it was 
at the ſign of the Lian or the Bear. Such are the important diſcoveries 
you often meet with from haſty travellers, who journey over the ſame 
ground, eat, drink, and ſleep at the ſame inns ; view the fame objects; 


deſcribe and publiſh the ſame things; and nearly on ſimilar plans, to 


thoſe who have gone before them. 


Tuls obſervation, I hope, will be conſidered as cavilling only at 
triflers; The travels of many will be monuments to their memory, much 
more durable than the objects they have explored, and deſcribed. Much 
now remains to be done by ſimilar attempts to this preſent undertaking, 
which might be more valuable in better hands. If thoſe who have 
leiſure, inclination, and abilities, were to ſeek for the hidden beauties 
which are every where ſcattered about us, and detail them, the many 
would be happily amuſed, and the incurious, alone, would be left to 


| Nleep away their hours of indifference. For my own part, I am aſto- 


niſhed to find in this little county, ſuch a variety of pleaſing ſcenes, 
and I doubt not but my friends, the patrons af this work, will be equally 


delighted when they are viewed on paper, 


b &© Riſe 


red err oe. 


« Riſe then, ye youths ! while yet that warmth inſpires, 
While yet nor years impair, nor labour tires; 


While health, while ſtrength are yours, while that mild ray, 

Which ſhone auſpicious on your natal day ; AJ 

Conducts you to Minerva's peaceful quire, 4 
Sons of her choice, and ſharers of her fire: 

Riſe at the call of Art; expand your breaſt, 

Capacious to receive the mighty gueſt : 

While, free from prejudice, your active eye I 1 
Preſcrves its firſt unſully'd purity ; | 4 N 
While now to beauty's charms, your eager ſoul 

Il Drinks copious draughts of the delicious whole, 

l And memory on her ſoft, yet laſting page, . 
Stamps the freſh image which ſhall charm thro' age. (a) 7 


Wr ; 
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ll Tax Town Views and Village Churches will be found in al phabeti- 1 
Jil cal order, under the article Views of Towns, and Village Churches, 
for the convenience of finding any given place; and ] flatter myſelf, that 
they will not be an unpleaſing part of this work. Although the Vil- 
lages in the county are more in number than there will be given Views 
of Churches; yet when we conſider, that ſome are without Churches, 
and others unworthy the pencil, there will be found few of any noto- 
riety omitted. Nor could any one err, it thould ſeem, in the choice of 
proper ones; the contraſt in very many is great : - For example, the 
beautiful little Church of Wiſtow, and the neighbouring one at Fleck- 
ney ; the elegant Tower at Gaulby, and the diſguſting one at Tugby. 


(a) Maſon's Tranſlation of Du Freſnoy. 
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The tall bulruſh, if I be allowed the ſimile, riſing above the ſpiring 


elms at Queneborough, cannot fail to pleaſe, while others top'd in the 
ſhape of a gardener's hand-glaſs, muſt offend. 


RresPECTING the execution of the work, it may be neceſſary to ſay 
a word or two.---When I was determined on the proſecution of this 


deſign, I was excited by the expeditious manner, the eaſy expence, and, 
perhaps, the love of novelty, to procure copies from my Views in 
Aquatinta. But from the kind and friendly hints ſuggeſted by Gentle- 
men of taſte ; and conſidering that there is ſome beautiful ſcenery in 
the Landſcapes of this county, which would appear raw, and, perhaps, 
diſguſtful in that mode, on paper; and conſidering alſo, that ſome of 
the Views may hereafter appear in the Cabinets of Gentlemen Virtuoſos, 
I have altered the manner of executing the Plates, (although at a con- 


ſiderable additional expence) I hope honourably to my Subſcribers, and 
with much ſatisfaction to myſelf. 


* 


Tur general Index will be found exceedingly uſeful; but the Index- 


Map of the County ſhews at one view, the ſituation of every Seat, 
Town, and principal Engraving given in this Work. 


Tur Antiquarian or the Scholar, it is preſumed, will not be diſpleaſed 
when his eye meets, in the following pages, any remarks which to hin 
may appear not neceſſary ; becauſe he will expect that theſe Views may 
fall into the hands of ſome who may want that information which his 
ſtudies have acquired. And I wiſh to be underſtood by ſuch Gentle- 


= 
men, 
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men, that it is not vanity, but a favorite amuſement, through my life, 
which has been the occaſion of obtruding this Work upon the public, 


which 1s now offered with due and humble deference, 
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SELECT VIEWS in 


LEICESTERSHIRE. 


Tr may be neceſſary, before we enter fully on this head, briefly to 

obſerve, that LEICESTERSHIRE is an inland county, was included 
in the principality of the Coritani, prior to the landing of the Romans; 
during their government, it was in the third diſtrict, called zhe Pro- 
vince Flavia Ceſarienfis ; during the Saxon Heptarchy was a part of 
the kingdon of Mercia, and in the Conqueror's ſurvey, it was called 
Ledeceſterſhire, 


IT is bounded on the eaſt by Rutland and Lincoln-ſhires, on the 
north by Nottingham and Derby-ſhires. It has Warwickthire on the 
weſt, and Northamptonſhire on the ſouth. It is in the Midland Cir- 
cuit, in the province of Canterbury, and the dioceſe of Lincoln, The 

B | great 
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great Watling-ſtreet road, made by the Romans, ſeparates it from War- 

wickſhire (a). The Soar runneth through the middle part of it to- 

wards the Trent; over the eaſt part wandereth an inferior river, called 

the Vreße, into the Soar. Its figure is nearly eliptical. It is ſuppoſed 

to contain 560, 640 acres of land, 695 ſquare miles. It is 33 long, 

28 the broadeſt way, and about 100 in circumference. It is divided 

into ſix Hundreds; contains about 60:4 part of the inhabitants of Eng- | 
land and Wales, although it ſends but four Repreſentatives to Parlia- 3 
ment : its juſt proportion ſhould be nine. The principal Towns are 
Leicefter, Harborough, Melton-Mowbray, Loughborough, Aſhby- de- 
la-Zouch, Boſworth, Hinckley, Lutterworth, Mountforrel, Hallaton, 
| Bilſdon, and Waltham- on- the- Would; the particulars of which are 
| j | given at large under the article Towns and Villages. 

| 


CASTLES, or places of defence, were the contrivance of men in the 
earlieſt ages: They were a protection to the weak, and an annoyance 
to the ſtrong. They were the invention of neceſſity; but often the 


| 0 dungeons of the miſerable. Thither the warrior, in his laſt extremity, 1 
| 
| 


threw himſelf for defence and ſafety. In them he has often experienced 
. the woes of human nature. In them he has languiſhed under the ſuf- 


1 ferings of wounds, peſtilence and famine. In them thouſands have 


HH | | been cut to pieces, ſupplicating for mercy. In them death has levelled 3 f 
g all: the chief of legions, the mighty hero, and their humble ſub- I | 
1 | ordinates : In ſuch horrid carnage diſtinction is no more : The captain Y 
; | and his ſlave lie bleeding ſide by ſide. | 
h (a) * The Roman ſtreet-way (the cauſway whereof being in ſome other places quite worn 4 


and eaten away, here, moſt evidently ſhews itſelf) paſſeth on directly as it were by a trait line Þ} | 
northward through the weſt fade of this province.“ CAupEN. 


TE 
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Tux horrible devices of the beſieged to conquer in the mi ghty ſtrug- 
gles, (ſuch as have been recently uſed at a memorable ſiege) and the 
dreadful engines in action for the deſtruction of the place, and thoſe 
within it; by aſſault, eſcalade, petard, bombard, &c. are the inven- 
tions of minds inured to ſpectacles of miſery; of which, the ſoul of 
Him, who would traverſe the boundaries of the earth to alleviate the 


miſeries of mankind, has no relith, 


 ALTnoven the human mind may boaſt of its being enlightened, 
and of its advancement in civilization; yet it cannot glory in the loſs 
of warfare; the change is not expected; the creation varies not from 
the beginning : Beaſt prey upon beaſt, birds upon birds, fiſh upon fiſh, 
and the little inſect is not a whit behind; and Man with all his exalted 


acquirements indicates no traces of leſs ferocity !---But to proceed. 


« CAsTLES were in Latin called cara; the ſmaller by the diminu- 
tive, caſtella. They were likewiſe ſtiled arx, turris, . foſſa, maceria, 


mota, firmitas and munitio, as in the charter made between King Ste- 


phen and Henry II. Caſtrum de Walling ford, &c. Peel and Baſtile ſigni- 


fy a ſmall Caſtle or Fortreſs (a)“. 


— 


Cas rirs, prior to the Conqueſt, were few in number; and they 


ſo neglected, and defenceleſs, that they were of but little conſequence 


in oppoſing Williams's victorious army. He, having obtained power 
and poſſeſſions, by his arms, ſecured the ſafety of them by repairing 
the old, and by erecting new ones, in different parts of the kingdom; 
but ſome he deſtroyed. 


(a) Groſe. 
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Ix the ſucceeding turbulent reigns every chief or baron had his for- 
treſs; and became its caſtellian lord, and of the manors adjacent. 
Theſe rulers grew inſolent, aſſumed the power of kings, were guilty of 
many and enormous oppreſſions, made laws to fetter their dependants, 
and then governed them with tyranny. 


HENRY II. cauſed many Caſtles to be deſtroyed, and oppoſed the 
erection of others without his ſpecial licence. 


CAsTLEs were chiefly built on eminences, ſteep rocks, or on the 
banks of rivers, and of materials which could be procured neareſt to 
hand. The mortar they uſed, particularly for the inſide work, was 
called by the workmen grout ; it being of a fluid nature, was poured 
among the ſtones. The Romans made uſe of this method for building : 


a ſpecimen of which the reader may ſee in Leiceſter, at a place called 
Jury- wall. | 


Tak Barbacan, or outward work of a Caſtle, was not erected for 
the purpoſe, only, of ſeeing an enemy, at a diſtance ; but was uſed, 


occaſionally, for their annoyance (a). 


Tux ditch of a Caſtle, had other names, ſuch as moat, graff, os 
Joſs, and was ſomet.mes wet and ſometimes dry, but chiefly wet, over 
which was a draw-bridge into the ballium, a ſpace within the outward 
wall through a ſtrong gate. Within the ballium were erected barracks 


(a) A Barbacan, is a fort or hold; a munition placed in the front of a Caſtle, or an outwork. | $ 


Alſo a hole in the wall of a City or Caſtle, through which arrows and darts were caſt out; alſo 
a watch-tower, SPELMAN» | 
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for the garriſon, and ſometimes a chapel. Here alſo was raiſed a mount 


« which ſerved,” ſays Groſe, . like modern caviliers to command the 
adjacent country.” 


Tux keep, or citadel, was a building generally in the centre, and 


was a retreat for the garriſon when in the moſt imminent danger, 


SUCH were the principal dwellings of the Nobility ; but the aboli- 
tion of the feudal ſyſtem, and the advancement in arts and ſcience, 
have rendered them uſeleſs. Our Nobles have wholly deſerted theſe 
priſon-like abodes for light and airy buildings, ſurrounded with ſub- 
lime and beautiful landſcapes, made pictureſque and enchanting by the 
chaſte imagination of Kent, who was born to add beauties to the face 


of nature, 


Warn this unhappy country was agitated by civil war, in the reign 
of Charles I. very many of the old Caſtles were repaired, and garriſon- 


ed by the King ; and, occaſionally, by his enemies ; others were de- 
ſtroyed by the latter, when in power. 


Aſpby-de-la-Zouch CAS T L E, 


* "AS one of the number which was deſtroyed by an ordinance 
from Parliament, A. D. 1648, when many other beautiful 
ediſices underwent the ſame fate. The ſubjoined weſt view of its 


remains was taken 1789, and ſhews it to have once been a place of 


no inconſiderable conſequence. 


In the firſt year of Edward Iv. Sir William Haſtings, having ren- 
dered the King eſſential ſervice, procured of him a grant of the manor, 


> 
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was created a Baron, made Chamberlain of his Houſehold, Captain of 
Calais, Knight of the Garter, and obtained a licence to make a park 
and fortify his ſeat, at Aſhby-de-la-Zouch (a). Leland mentions that 
for repairing or building this Caſtle, he took the lead from Belvoir 
Caſtle, and ſome materials from a manſion called Stoke de Albanye, 
the poſſeſſions of Lord Roſs, which were forfeited by his taking part 
with Henry VI.; Lord Haſtings having them in charge. 


KING James the Firſt, and his Court, were entertained here, for ſe- 


veral days, in great ſplendor: dinner, during that time, was ſerved 


up by thi:ty knights, adorned with gold chains, upon velvet gowns. 
But his ſon and ſucceſſor viſited this place, not with pomp and oſten- 
tatious cer:mony ; but as a forlorn fugitive. The Caſtle was governed, 
during the troubles of his reign, by Lord Loughborough : hither the 
King and his few friends fled, from Leiceſter, after the fatal battle of 
Naſeby ; and here they concerted meaſures for their future flight and 
ſafety. Their ſtay was about ten hours; and hence they marched 
towards Hereford, in diſtreſs and in diſorder. 


NoTw1THSTANDING the garriſon never was attacked, there was a 


ſmart ſkirmiſh near the Caſtle, in which a Major Pate, and ſome others, 
loſt their lives. 


THe ruins are now in a ſtate which ſtrongly indicate their ap- 


proaching delapidation (5). 


Tuxsx ruins ſtand near the north-weſt extremity of the county, and 
cloſe by the Town of Aſhby-de-la-Zouch. 


(a) © Baron Haſtings built there a large and fair houſe, and one ſtone tower of great height, 


ſtrength, and excellent workmanſliip.“ BVR Tox. 


(2) * By its remains it ſeems to have been a very magnificent ſtructure; and gives a good 


THE 


idea of the gloomy manſions of our ancient Barons.“ GRrose. 
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Tur walls are amazingly thick; grandeur and ſtrength are blended 
in the ruins of the tower; that which time has not deſtroyed of the 
chapel, ſhe s it to have juſtly correſponded with its uſe; and it, doubt- 
leſs, ranked as a ſuperb edifice in the county. | 


B FEFOIR CST LAX 
OW the ſeat of his Grace the Duke of Rutland ; which conſe- 


quently 1s particularized under the article Seats. It was garri- 
ſoned during the civil war, at the expence of the county of Lezcefter ; 
and during the troubles the out-works were ſtorm'd and taken, among 
which were the ſtables then fortified. It ſtands on the N. E. edge of 
the county, or, as ſome ſay, on the extremities of Lincolnſhire : Be 
that as it may, the connections this noble family has, and long has 
had, with the inhabitants of Leiceſterſhire, ſufficiently juſtify me in 
introducing it into this work. And the Reader will diſcover under the 
article Leiceſter Caſtle, that in the civil wars it is mentioned, by gan 
monds, as a garriſon in this county. The Rev. Mr. Prior, alſo, in 
his map of Leiceſterſhire placed it within its boundaries. 


T CHETL B. 
HEN built, it is not aſcertained. It was deſtroyed in 1176, 
with ſome others, to weaken the power of the Nobles. It 


was then in the poſſeſſion of Baron Ferrers, who took an active part in 
the troubles of thoſe times. 5 


Tur mount, the traces of its ramparts, and ſome inconſiderable 


ruins remain. Near it is a fine and extenſive ſheet of water, called 
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| Groaby Pool; on the edge of which ſtands a pleaſing little reſidence, 
(now occupied by John Pares, Eſq.) ſuitable to the mind which loves 
retirement, and which delights in the calmer ſcenes of the watery ele- 
ment, Here majeſtic woods ſhade the evening walk, and the ſongs of 
little warblers charm the ear. Here are Landſcapes from the pencil of 
ſimple nature, adorned with a pleaſing variety.---A Pouſſin © who 


loved to paint in the open fields, and to obſerve nature in all her variety 
of character, would be happy here. 


DONININGTOMN CASTLE, 


AS built by one of the Bellamont's, Earls of Leiceſter, and re- 

built by Eaſtatius, conſtable of Cheſter, a deſcendant of the 

Earl of Leiceſter, who procured for the town of Donnington, a market 
and fair, The Caſtle and Park were purchaſed, in the reign of 
Elizabeth, by George Earl of Huntingdon ; who ſoon after deſtroyed 
the Caſtle, and built in the park a handſome Seat, which continues the 
the principal reſidence of that noble family. It is particularly noticed 


in this work as a Seat. 


HIENGCAEALET CASTL £, 


AS built by Hugh Grentemeiſnil, Baron of Hinckley, who was 
made Lord High Steward of England, by Henry I. one of the 


oldeſt offices in the conſtitution; it was eſtabliſhed long before the 
reign of Edward the Confeſſor (a). It ſtood not far from the eaſt end 


(a) Lord High Steward was the prime officer under the King, and he was called Magnus 


©S? 


Angliz Seneſchallus: It was annexed to the Lordſhip of Hinckley, and in the family of Mont- 


ford Earls of Leiceſter, 'till Simond Montford, the laſt Earl of the family, raiſing a rebellion 
againſt his Prince, was attaigted and his eſtate forfeited to the King. 


of 
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= | of the Church of Hinckley, adjoining to which he made an extenſive 
3 Park. The building is no more, and hiſtory is filent reſpecting its fate 
or uſe in war. In Eurton's time, the Caſtle, he ſays, “was utterly 
ruinated and gone, and only the mount, rampires and trenches were to 
be ſcen (2) The Nobleman who built it ſeized all the ſtrong places 
in this country, which were capable of reſiſtance, when the Nobles 
were about to place Robert Duke of Normandy on the throne ; it is 


probable, therefore, that the Caſtle was, at that time, fortified. 
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My friend, Mr. Nichols, in his Hiſtory of Hinckley, tells us, that 
« Hinckley-Caſtle is traditionally ſaid to have been inhabited by John 
of Gaunt, fourth ſon of Edward III. and heir to the honours and 
eſtates of the Earls of Leiceiter, The Lordſhip was undoubtedly his. 
From him it deſcended to Henry of Bolingbroke, (afterwards King 


Henry IV.) by whoſe acceſſion to the throne it paſſed, with the Dutchy 
of Lancaſter, into the poſſeſſion of the Crown, When it was alienated 


or when the Caſtle was demoliſh2d, is not with certainty known. 
If the Hiſtory of its demolition could be traced, it would moſt probably 
appear to have been plundered by the victorious Yorkiſts, either in the 
reign of Henry VI. about the year 1460, the date of the battle of 
Northampton; or between that period and 1485, when by the death 
of Richard III. the civil contentions were cloſed,” The ſame Gentle- 
man obſerves in page 19, that There is a tradition, that on Prieſt- 


Hill Headland, the cannon were placed which demoliſhed the Caſtle.” 


3 | « Tas ſite of the Caſtle had, beyond the memory of the oldeſt in- 
3 habitant, been occupied as a gardener's ground; and the Caſtle-hill 
3 cConſiderably lowered, by taking ballaſt from it for repairing the roads; 


(a) „Ad Orientalem ſane partem templi foſſæ, & moles in eminentem altitudinem egeſta cer- 
nuntur, quod Hugonis fuiſſe caſtrum ferunt incolæ.“ Campers. 
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when in 1760, it was purchaſed by William Hurſt, Eſq. who cauſed 


a handſome dwelling-houſe to be built on it in 17709; at this time the 
foundation of a bridge acroſs the ditch, which ſurrounded the ancient 
Caſtle, ſeveral large ſtones which had been part of the Caſtle, a ball 
of ten inches circumference, and a piece or two of ſilver coin, were 


found” (a). 


SESCESTER CASTLE, 


HIS Caſtle appears to have been built at a very diſtant period ; 
but its viciſſitudes, uſe, and the changes it has undergone, in a 


ſeries of ages, are not handed down to us in any regular manner. 


FRAN CIS GROSE, Eſq. (to whom I am beholden for the abſtract 
from Simmonds's pocket-book) when he was about to publiſh his ex- 
traordinary labours, requeſted of me a drawing of the little that remain- 
ed of the old part; and what I could gather of its hiſtory. Since that 
time I have been putting together ſomething like a regular ſeries of its 


events; and I ſhall think myſelf happy if I have done any thing, with 


the ſcattered materials, towards the entertainment cf my Readers, 6n 
this ſubject. 


Ir a King Leir were the founder of Leiceſter (5) i. e. Leirceſter, 
Legarcaſtre or Legaceſter (c) there can be found no place fo probable 
for his reſidence as this Caſtle ; we are told, that he was buried in the 


bed of the river which takes his name (4). 


IT is beyond a doubt, that the Romans made Leiceſter a military 
ſtation; and the Mercian Kings had a palace there. After the little 


(a) See Hinckley. (2) Jeffery ap Arthur. (c) Saxon Chron, (4) Leir now Soar, 
| | kingdoms 
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| kingdoms were ſubdued by Egbert, ſome of the Earls of Leiceſter lived 


at the Caſtle; but at the Conqueſt it was nearly deſtroyed (a) with St. 
Mary's Church. It was afterwards re-built by Robert de Bellamont, 
who was created Earl of Leiceſter, A. D. 1102. He was a diſtant re- 
lation of the Conqueror ; and expended conſiderable ſums of money in 
repairing that part of Leiceſter, the Caſtle, and St. Mary's Church, 


which were nearly deſtroyed at the Conqueſt, and did other acts of 
munificence for the inhabitants of that place. 


In the reign of Henry II. during the unnatural diſpute between him 
and his ſon, Robert de Bellamont, ſurnamed Blanchemains, Earl of 
Leiceſter, adhered ſtrongly to the ſon's cauſe ; and during the rebellion 
he made Leiceſter the grand reſort for the diſaffected Nobles. He was 
choſen one of the honourable perſonages to ſettle the diſpute between 


him and his father ; but being rather ungovernable in his temper, was 


once about to draw his ſword upon his Sovereign; but was prevented 
by one preſent : this conduct brought down the vengeance of the King's 
forces upon the city of Leiceſter, His army was commanded by Lord 
Chief Juſtice Lucy, who beſieged and took it ; he afterwards deſtroyed 
the fortifications, and laid the town in ruins (5). His Counteſs and 


himſelf haſtening with troops from France to revenye the loſs, were 
made priſoners A. D. 1173. He ſuffered a confinement of four years. 


(a) The Romans often incorporated the ruins of ancient buildings, which had been of conſe- 
quence in former times, into their ſtructures of defence, 

(3) The plan of Leiceſter as it ſtood before this grand demolition is eaſily to be traced, In 
the heart of the town on each fide the principal ſtreet, are a number of large orchards ; ſeparated 


not with one common fence as uſual, but a double fence; a wall belonging to each, with public 
ways between the two walls, called Back-lanes. Theſe Back- lanes were manifeſtly ſtreets, and 


the orchards the ſite of houſes and yards deſtroyed, and never fince rebuilt,” LupLan. 


D 2 THE 


r © ® 


Tux Caſtle and the City, after this, began to revive under the 


illuſtrious and beneficent Dukes of Lancaſter, Earls of Leiceſter. 


John of Ghent reſided ſometimes at the Caſtle, and kept there a ſump- 
tuous houſehold ; ſome of his charters, given to the Corporation of 
Leiceſter, have his ſeal annexed, and dated at the Caſtle. And in the 
year 1390, at the feaſt of St. Peter, he gave a ſuperb entertainment to 
the King and Queen of England, whom he alſo pleaſured, at that time, 
with the ſport of hunting, in Leiceſter Foreſt, 


HERE were holden Parliaments in the reign of Henry IV. and 
Henry VI. The firſt of theſe Kings was preſent during the fitting. 


In the troubles of Charles I. it was fortified, alternately, for the 
King and Parliament. The works extended to all that part of Leiceſter 
called the Neworks, (now the Newark). It was at firſt garriſoned by 
the King, but was afterwards abandoned to the enemy, who kept poſ- 
ſeſſion of it till the ſpring of 1645. When the Parliament's forces, 
at Cheſter had obliged the King's to withdraw thence, they marched 


for Leiceſter to recover that fortreſs. 


HeRz it will be neceſſary to preſent to my Readers a copy of that 
part of Simmonds's pocket-book, above-mentioned, which relates to 
Leiceſterſhire. The Reader cannot wonder at the brevity, and in 
ſome places the incorrectneſs of the writer (a), who, in the midſt of a 


tumultuous war, could find time (conſidering the office he held) to 
make ſuch juſt and curious obſervations : 


*« Garriſons in Com Leiceſter” 
R (5) Leiceſter ye Countie ye Rebel Govr Thop. Grey. 


(a) Simmonds was ſappoſed to be a Quarter Maſter in the King's army, His pocket-book is 
preſerved in the Harleian Library. 


(5) R. Rebel garriſon, K. king's. 
R. 
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R. Cole-Overton, a town of ye Ld Beaumont, one myle from 
Aſhby (a) Temple Gov. 50 men.” 


« K. Aſhby-de-la-Zouch. Henry Hoſtings, born at Loughberugh 
Govr. the ancient ſtate of His'bip Ea. of Huntingdon 600 men”. 


„R. Bagworth Houſe or a lodge, is a part of Lady Mauds houſe 
5 myle from Aſhby. 50 men.” 


« R. Kirby Bellows a town of Sr Eraſm de la fountagne this man 
ran away at the news yt Sr Marmaduke Langdale (5) but came again 
50 men.“ | @ | 


To all theſe garriſons above mentioned the yearly contribution 


amounted to fourcoure and ſeaventeene Thouſand pounds with the 


countie of Leiceſter only.” 


« Of late Belvoire Caſtle has one hundred allotted to it out of this 
Shire.” 


« And the whole number of men were not above 1500 in all ye 


Garriſons,” 
(a) Aſhby-de-la-Zouch. 


(3) Between Harborough and Leiceſter a kirmiſh happened in 1644, betwixt a party of the 
king's forces, commanded by Sir Mamaduke Langdale, and a party of the parliament's forces. 
The latter loſt about 100 men killed, and 250 taken priſoners ; beſides a conſiderable number of 
horſes. The victors lay in Leiceſter that night, and there received orders to collect a ſufficient 
force, and proceed to the relief of Newark, then beſieged by the parliament's forces, betet their 
paſſage thither, they were attacked by a party of the enemy, commanded by Colonel. Roſeter, 
near Melton- Mowbray, in this county. The royaliſts ſuſtained the ſadden and deſperate attack 


of the enemy with great bravery, although inferior in numbers, and at laſt obliged them to re- | 


tire, leaving 170 dead in the field, and ſome horſes ; which helped to remount ſome of the king's 
men who had loſt theirs in this conflict. The wounded men of the king's forces were left at 


Belvoir-Caſlle. 
E « Wedneſday 


14 n $ 


« Wedneſd y May 28. 1645.” 


« His Majre marched wth his army into Col. Orton's garriſon of 
the - then by the Abby of Gracediew where Sr Thos Beaumont 


lives, there remains an entire Court of Cloiſters.” 


« Thurſday his Maj'* marched and pitched down before Leiceſter 


Citty a garrifon of the rebels & commanded by Thos Grey zd brother 
to the Ea of Kent (a). 


„ Friday 30 His Highneſs P. R. (5 ſent a Trumpet after he had 


ſhott 2 great peices at the town to ſummons yt for his Majtie oftering 


the Burgers & Corporation pardon. They detayne his trumpet & about 
I of clock in the afternoon in the interim the prince raiſed a battery 
tor 6 great pieces upon a hill where ſometymes cf old had been ſuch 
another (c), about 2 o'clock one of the Leiceſter Trumpets was ſent 


deſiring time to conſider of it till the morrow morning. he would 


not rayſe any works during this parley his highneſs telling the tr. if 
he came again win ſuch errand he would lay him by the heels, about 


half an hour after he comes again with a note directed thus. To 


the Commander in chief deſiring time till y* morrow morning. The 
prince committed ye trumpet to his Marſhall till the firſt trumpet they 
keepe. Then the P. about 3 of the clock ſent them an anſwer in 
lowder terms, 6 great pieces from the fort on the ſouth fide of the 
Town playing on a ſtone wall- yard & made ere ſix of the clock a breach 
of great ſpace, muſket and cannon continually putting us in mind of 


(a) Simmonds makes the allowance for this garriſon to be 600 men, the ſame as for Aſhby- 


de-la-Zouch; yet we are to ſuppoſe that before the ſiege conſiderable ſuccours were thrown into 


the Town, excluſive of the inhabitants who zealouſly aſſiſted in its defence, 


(2) Prince Rupert. (c) Rawdikes, i 
ſomething 
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IN LEICESTERSHIRE 15 


ſomething down (a). The Town of Leiceſter was chiefly governed by 
a committee viz.” 


« Sir Thos Pye of Farringdon) Mr. Knett of Dunton, Mr. Ha- 


ſelrigg, Ludlam a Chandler there 
came 2 or 3 dayes unto the Town (5), Mr. Payne of Medbourne, 
Newton of Houghton a ſometime, 
High Conſtable, Read of Korlby 
Mr. Stevens pz, 4 a Mercer 
] there by the welt gate” 


and was a great means of reſiſting 


the pr. 


« After the breach was made in the wall by the Cannon, by 6 
o'clock they in the town had gotten up a handſome retrenchment and 


with 3 flankers (a great Sponiſh piece) within 4 or 5 yards of the wall.” 


« All the evening was a general preparation to aſſault the town and 


a little afore 12 of the clock in the night this violent ſtorm began and 
continued till after one.” | 


« Col. Geo. Leſlie "BO fell on upon the breach and were beat off 


and the K. ſent his foot reg. of life guards to aſſiſt but they got fully 
in before.“ 


« Col. Bards Tertia fell on with ſcalling ladders ſome neer a flanker 


and others ſcaled the Horne work before the draw bridge on the eaſt 
ſide.“ 


« Sr Barnard Aſteleyes Tertia fell on the north fide which is the 
river ſide & and a draw nigh the abby.” 


“Col. John Ruſſel wih the princes Regt the blew Cotes and alſo the 
princes arelockes aſſaulted.“ 


(a) The ſtone wall is that leading to the Swans mill. 


Þ (7) A Richard Ludlam was Mayor of Leiceſter in the year 1743, and again 1755,—probably 
e ſame, 
« They 
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2 They ſet up the princes black collers on the great battery where 
Ea of Northtown's horſe about one of the clock where let in at the ports 
& they ſcowered the lyne and Town, in the mean time ye foot gott 
in & fell to plunder ſo that ere day fully opened ſcarce a cottage un- 
plundered. There were many Scotts in the town & no quarter was 
given to any in the heat, more dead bodyes lay in within the lyne farr 


than what are in the Groff. I told 30 or more at the breach, as many 
within as without. Every ſtreet had ſome I believe 200 on both ſides,” 


« We loſt Col. St George---Major Bunnington ſhot in the eye juſt 
as he reached on the top of the ladder.” | 


*& 28 or 30 officers Major of the pr R. firelockes. The army of 
horſe faced in bodyes all night in ſundry places. About day about 10 
of the enemy got out and eſcaped by the river fide and were followed.” 


« His Majeſtie Qua. this friday night at Leiceſter abby the Coun- 
teſs of devon's houſe.” 


« His Majeſtic reſted at Leiceſter abby The army of foot in Leic. 


The Horſe round about in Corpes & villages.” 


For the following we are beholden to Biſhop Sancroft whoſe manu- 
ſcript was publiſhed in 1781. 


In 1642 king Charles was at Leiceſter four nights viz. 22, 23, 
24, 25, of July and on the 18th of the ſucceeding month.“ 


In May 1645 Tueſday 22 at the Earl of Huntingdon's, Wedneſ- 
day the 28th at Coates Sr Harry Shipworth's, Thurſday the 29th at 
| Elitone 
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Elſtone near Leiceſter which was faced by the king's army. The R. 
defaced with fire. Here he ſtayed two nights. Saturday the zoth at 
Leiceſter, which was taken by the king at two o'clock. The ſoldiers 
were rewarded by plunder. The ſlain about equal on both fides.” 


% AFTERWARDS the king's forces deſtroyed the abby by fire (a).“ 


«© WHEN the king was given up by the Scot's he ſlept at Leiceſter, 
Feb. 12, 1646, the night before he arrived at Holmly-houſe.“ 


Tre depoſition of Humphrey Brown of Witſondine, in the county 
of Rutland, on the trial of the king, 


He ſwore © That at ſuch time as the town of Leiceſter was taken 
by the forces of Charles the Firſt, being in or about June 1645, 
Newark fort, in Leiceſter, was ſurrendered to the king, upon con- 
dition, that neither cloaths, nor money, ſhould be taken from any 


of the garriſon, which had ſurrendered ; nor any violence ſhould be 
offered to them ; and that as ſoon as the fort was upon ſuch conſi- 


deration ſo ſurrendered, the king's ſoldiers, contrary to the articles, 


66 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


« fell upon the ſoldiers of the fort; did ſtrip and wound many of them: 
„ whereupon one of the king's officers rebuking ſome of thoſe ſoldiers, 
* this deponent did hear the king ſay, I ds not care if they cut them 
more, for they are mine enemies, or words to ſuch effect. And that 


the king was on horſeback, in bright armour, in the ſaid town of 
« Leiceſter.” 


cc 


ce 


ANoTHER officer who was preſent at the ſiege, blames the town's 


people very much for their raſhneſs. He ſays, Men and women 


(a) Burnt timber is viſible at this day in the front walls, 


F | fought 
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fought in the breach to ſhew their over zeal in defending the town.” 
They afterwards mounted the tops of houſes, and threw ſtones and tiles 
upon the king's troops as they paraded the ſtreet. From one houſe, 
in the market-place, where the Parliament Committee and the Scots 


Deputies were ſitting, ſome raſh people fired, and killed and wounded 
about ſeven or eight of the king's dragoons, upon which the ſoldiers 
grow ungovernable, ſecured every avenue leading from the houſe, broke 
open the doors, and killed every perſon without diſtinction found therein. 
Col. Grey, the Governor, was wounded and taken priſoner with ſome 


inferior officers, and about 300 men.“ 


THERE is a charge in the Church-wardens accompts for the pariſh 
of St. Martin, that year, for the payment of Wm. Haſtwell, maſon, 
for ©* Leivenige downe many graves which weare taken up att the bu- 
© rienge of ſeveral great officers of the king's army, which was ſlaine 
« at the ſtormeinge of the town.” One officer was buried in the ſame 
church, who died of his wounds, at the Red Lion Inn.--- There is an 
oral tradition in Leiceſter, that ſeveral people loſt their lives in this 
church-yard, where part of the garriſon had been driven by the Roya- 


liſts ; ſome, it is ſaid, gained admittance into the church and annoyed 
the king's forces from the battlements and leads. It appears from the 


following charge in the pariſh book, of that time, that the king's forces 
broke into the church to drive them thence. *© Paid Francis Motley for 


mendinge the locks of the church doors broke by the king's army 38.“ 


WL the king remained at Leiceſter, he ſeemed ſolicitous to ren- 
der the fortifications as impregnable as poſſible: he augmented ſome 


parts and repaired others; but his enemies being as deſirous to recover 


as 
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as he to preſerve it, raiſed the ſiege of Oxford, and with Fairfax at the 
head of the army marched towards Leiceſter, The king being ignorant 
of the movement marched with his army to the relief of his garriſon 
at Oxford, which brought on the fatal battle of Naſeby. About four 
days after, the king's governor, Lord Loughborough, delivered up, by 


capitulation, the Caſtle of Leiceſter, and all its out-works, to Fairfax, 


in which was found a large quantity of ammunition, and the king's 
beſt artillery. The governor, at that time, was much cenſured for his 
not reſiſting, as it might for a time, at leaſt, have ſtopt the rapid progreſs 


of a victorious army. 


We come now to ſpeak of the ſituation of this Caſtle, and its ap- 
pendages, which, after its various viciſſitudes, is now made uſe of as a 
County Hall. It ſtands upon an eminence, conſiderably elevated from 
the water's edge; and on that fide almoſt inacceſſible. Since the civil 
wars a great part of the building, particularly the front, has been taken 
down, and a new one added of brick. The front of the building 
faces St. Mary's Church, which, I conjecture, ſometime, ſtood within 
the ballium of the Caſtle (a). 


Tx old Cellar, which was an appendage to the Caſtle, remains in 
a perfect ſtate, is built of wrought ſtone, and very ſpacious. The baſe 


of the Mount on one ſide joins it; which, no doubt, was alſo originally 


within the ballium of the Caſtle. Some have ſaid, that the Mount was 
made by the order of John of Ghent, and that the earth which made it 


was taken from the cut which runs by its baſe, known by the name of 
the back river. 


(a) % Within the ballium were the lodgings and barracks for the garriſon and artificers, wells, 
chapels, and ſometimes a monaſtery, GRosE, 
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Tut eminence mentioned by Simmonds, where Prince Rupert raifed 


a battery, was well choſen, as it commands a view of the Caſtle; it is 


called Faw or Row Dies (a). Camden ſays, they are ſcarcely 500 
paces from the ſouth gate ; ſurely he muſt mean the ſouth gate in the 
Newark wall, leading to Swan's Mill, where the king's army firſt en- 
tered, and not that lately pulled down with the other gates of the town. 


Tus Reader will perceive, that the preceding View of Leiceſter, 


including the king's army preparing to ſtorm the town, was taken near 


this ſpot. 


Taz gate, which was deſtroyed at the ſiege, and where the breach 


was made by the king's army, appears to be directly ſouth, and ſeems 
to have been a back paſſage, acroſs the lower part of the Newark to the 
Caſtle, without the town. In purſuing this way to the Caſtle you en- 
ter under a turret, built by Henry, the good Duke of Lancaſter, in the 
reign of Edward III. which duke encloſed the Newark with a ſtrong 
wall, built the Collegiate Church there, founded Trinity Hoſpital, 
and was extremely munificent to the town, 1. e. the then city of Lei- 
ceſter (5). On the Caſtle fide of the Turret which ſtands near the 


Caſtle, are emboſſed three Lions, the arms of the Lancaſter family. 


* 


(a) Mr. Bickerllaff conſidered Raw Dites a corruption, and abridged from Roman Die. — 
See Breewood on Language, p. 103. Row Br. a Street, — Roman medals have been found in 
digging away theſe Dikes.— I his monument of antiquity, has been lately thoughtleſly reduced, 
at its baſe, to ſave the ex ; ence of a few ſhillings, in a temporary fence. Some few years ago an 


Alderman of Leiceſter, not more conſiderate, levelled a part of the Raw Dikes for as laudable a 
purpoſe, 


(5) He died in 1361, of a peſlilential diſtemper which then raged in England; and was bu- 
ried in his Collegiate Church, then called the Beautiful. (It ſtood in the Newark on the ground 


whereon ſtands Mr. John Coltman's houſe). He was buried with an unuſual and marked ſo- 
lemnity. 
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This Turret ſeparates the Caſtle-yard from what is called the Newark. 
Adjoining St. Mary's Church, in the Caſtle-yard, remains the Porter's 


Lodge, occupied at preſent by a ſervant of the county Juſtices, called 


the Ca/tle-Feeper. Near this Lodge as you enter St. Mary's Church- 
lane, (now corrupted and called a ſtreet, but deſerving much more the 


name of an alley) (a); is a kind of ſummer-houſe, on the outſide of 
which, at this preſent day, remains the Lancaſter Arms. Near this 


place muſt have been the horn-work mentioned by Simmonds, and the 
draw-bridge. * The horn-work is known to be nothing more than a 
front of the fortifications which projects into the field, and is Joined to 


the place by two long ſides. Horn-works are placed oppolite to the 


curtain, and ſometimes oppoſite to the baſtions ().“ 


THe annexed View ſhews the only remains of the old Caſtle, con- 


ſidered either as a fortification or a dwelling. I took it from Braun- 


(a) It is the faſhion of the preſent day in Leiceſter, to alter the names of ſtreets, lanes, &c. 
of which the world will have an opinion; and I may pity, without offence, writers who may 
err by being thus miſl-d. A few examples I will give of theſe tranſitions : A lane juſt wide 
enough for a carriage to enter, was anciently and properly called Shambles-lane, now it is named, 


by a black board and white letters, S. Nicholas*5-/ftreet. A paſſage no wider, was formerly called 
St. Mary's-Church-lane, now it is by letters almoſt wide enough to ſtride acroſs it, named Caſtle- 
ftreet, and a place once known by the humble name of Cock-muctle, is now dignified with that 
of Cock-/quare, We have allo a St. Zames's-/quare, a Cheapfide, It. Mariin's-le-Grand, &c. 
&c. and we may expect to ſee in this epitome of London, a Cavendiſh-/quare, Graſvenor- 


ſquare, Hanover-ſquare, and every Square in the Metropolis, excepting Leice/ter-/quare, which 
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on ſome building occaſion, the late Kecorder's Garden might be properly honoured With. — 

1 The above are only crude remarks, intended as a memorial to prevent error. Let the ſtranger, 

4 who heretofore has limped over the forreſt ſtones in our ſtreets, and has experienced the late 

3 ; change in the pavement, from wretchedneſs to embelliſhment and 850 praiſe that, which 

4 | : would ſeem flattery in one whoſe judgment is likely 26 Wn 
(5) Le Blond's Elements of War, 
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ſton-gate Bridge, and it ſhews its ſite and ſome of its appendages. 
Some ipeak of the adjacent ground as an elegible ſpot for a County 
Goal. If it be choſen for that purpoſe, may its dreaded walls never 


know a priſoner ! May it never hereafter, however, aid the ambitious 
after power! Or kings in the ſubduction of the peoples” liberties, and 


may civil commotions be ever far from this land of liberty and peace ! 


IN EEBTCESTERSYIR YE. 23 


Wr will now ſhade the pages of this Caſtle's warfare with its calmer 
ſcenes of domeſtic and civil hiſtory, 


AMoNG its reſident Earls, fince the Conqueſt, none dwelt here more 
frequently, and few were more beneficent than Fitz-Parnel, Earl of 
Leiceſter. The following charter of privileges which he granted to 
the inhabitants of Leiceſter, and the ſucceeding one, are in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Mayor and Burgeſſes. His ſeal above is affixed to it. 


ALTHoUGH the Scholar cannot, the Engliſh Reader may be pleaſed 
with the tranſlation. 


« RoBER Tus Comes Leiceſtrie filius Petronille Comiteſſe Leic : 
« omnibus preſens Scriptum inſpecturis Salutem. Noveritis uni verſi- 


« tas veſtra me pro Salute anime et omnium anteceſſorum meorum, 
« et omnium Succeſſorum meorum, dimiſiſſe et omnino relaxifle, a me 
« et hæredibus meis in perpetuum illos denarios qui capi Solebant an- 
« nuatim de Burgenſibus meis Leic: ad metendum ſegetes meos apud 
« Leic: et illos infinitos denarios qui capi Solebant de Singulis vaceis, 
jn defenſo meo pro es capura et illos infinitos denarios qui capi ſole- 
& bant de carectis portantibus Bladum de Leic: ad alium molendum 
ce quam ad molendum de Leic: et ut retum habeatur in perpetuum 
« appoſitione. Sigilli mei 8criptum preſens munivi. His teſtibus 
« Paulo Abbe Leic ; Pietro Clerico de Lira et multis aliis (a).“ 

| MoNnTFroRT 


(a) Robert Earl of Leiceſter, the ſon of Petronilla, Counteſs of Leiceſter : To all who may 
inſpect the preſent writing health. Be it known to you all that I, for the good of my ſoul, and 
of all my anceſtors, and of all my ſucceſſors, have given up, and entirely cut off from me, and 
my heirs, for ever, thoſe pence which uſed to be taken, yearly, of my Burgeſſes of Leiceſter to 
mow down my corn at Leiceſter, and thoſe occaſional pence which uſed to be taken of the owner 
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MoxTFoRT the firſt, Earl of Leiceſter, of that name, ſpent but a 
a ſmall portion of his time at this Caſtle. However, his ſon and ſucceſ- 
ſor was a frequent dweller here, and a warm friend to the intereſt of 
Leiceſter, granted its inhabitants ſome bountiful privileges, which the 


following ſpecial charter will teſtify, 


& Simon de Mont-fort Filius Comitis Simonis de Montefort, Domi- 
ce nus Leiceſtriæ, Omnibus Chriſti fidelibus præſentem paginam viſuris 
ce et audituris Salutem in Domin. Noverit univerſitas veſtra me pro 
« Salute anime meæ et anteceſſorum et Suceſſorum meorum Conceſ- 
« ſiſſe et præſenti Charta mea Confirmaſſe de me heredibus meis in per- 
« petuum Burgenſibus meis Leiceſtriæ et hæredibus, Quod nullus 


as Judzus neque Judo 1n n 14448 8252. 4 293 ali cuſis hxre- 
% duuz meorum uſque in finem mundi infra libertatem villa Leiceſtriz, 


ee habitabat neque manebit nec reſidentiam abtinebit. Volo etiam et 
% præcipio quod heredes mei poſt me eſtam libertatim, integram et 
& jllzfam Burgenſibus prænominatis obſervent et in perpetuum waren- 
« tizent. Et in hujus rei teſtimonium præſentem Cartam Sigillo mu- 
& nivi his meo teſtibus Domino Almarico de Mittun, Domino Wal- 


« tero de Aquila, Domino Rogero Blundo Capell, Willo Baſſet, Willo 
« de Miravall, et aliis (a).“ 
Henry 


of each cow, in my right, for tranſgreſſion, and thoſe occaſional pence which uſed to be taken 


for ruſh baſkets carrying corn from Leiceſter, to be ground from that place. And that the pre- 


ſent writing may be held ratified for ever I have confirmed it by affixing my ſeal. Witneſs Paul 
Abbot of Leiceſter, and Peter Clark of de Lira, and many otfters. 


(a) Simon of Montfort, the ſon of Earl Simon of Montfort, lord of Leiceſter, to all the faith- 
ful in Chriſt, who may ſee and hear the preſent pages, health in the Lord. Know all of you, 


that I, for the good of my ſoul, and of my anceſtors, and ſucceſſors, have granted, and by my 
preſent Charter have confirmed, on the behalf of me and my heirs, for ever, to my Burgeſſes of 


Leiceſter 


IN GEICESTERSHIRE a 


HE NR of Lancaſter and his ſon, the good Duke, were frequent re- 
ſidents at the Caſtle; as was the Duke's ſon-in-law, John of Ghent, 
commonly called, John of Gaunt, when he relaxed from the buſy 
ſcenes of his active life. Some of their charters remain with the Cor- 
poration, one of which has the. above curious ſeal affixed, which ac- 
companies Fitzparnel's. 

O the acceſſion of the fon and heir of the laſt-mentioned Nobleman 
to the Crown of England, the Caſtle, its appendages, and the Earl- 


dom of Leiceſter ſunk into the Crown. 


In the ſecond year of Henry IV. was holden at the Caſtle, a pro- 
rogue Parliament from Weſtminſter. A Parliament was alſo holden 
here in the reign of Henry VI. The account of the noble Perſonages 
who attended the firſt, and ſome curious particulars of the ſecond, I 


here inſert from a manuſcript collection by Mr. Stavely (a). 


AT the firſt were preſent : the King'of England, the Duke of Cla- 
rance his brother, the Biſhops, John Duke of Bedford, Humphrey 
Duke of Glouceſter, Richard Earl of Cambridge, Edward Earl of 
Devon, Thomas Earl of Arundal, Edward Earl of March, Richard 
Earl of Warwick, Richard Earl of Oxford, Thomas Earl of Sarum, 


Thomas Earl of Marſcal, Thomas Earl of Dorſet, Michael Earl of 
Suffolk, Randolf Earl of Weſtmoreland, &c. &c. 


Leiceſter and their heirs, that no few or Jeweſs, in my time, or in the time of any of my heirs 
to the end of the world ſhall inhabit, nor remain, nor obtain a reſidence under the liberty of the 
Town of Leiceſter.—I alſo will and command, that my heirs," after me, obſerve and warrant for 


ever that liberty entire, and inviolate to the aforeſaid Burgeſſes ; and in teſtimony of this deed 1 
have confirmed the preſent Charter with my ſeal. Witneſs Lord Almanic of Mittum, Lord Wal- 
ter of Aquilla, Lord Roger Blund Capel, William Baſſet, William of Marivall, and others. 


(a) Some time, I believe, Solicitor to the Corporation of Leiceſter, 
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% Anno Quarto Henrici Sexti. 


* Rex Clariſſimo Avunculo ſuo Johanni Duci Bedford, &c. apud 
Leiceſtr. decimo Octavo die Februarii. Teſt apud Weſtm. Septimo. 


die Januarli.“ 


HUM RO Duci Gloceſtr. Thom. Duci Exon. Johan. Duci Nor- 
folk. Hen. Com. Northumberl. Humfrido. Com. Stafford. Jaco bo. 
de Berkley Chlr. Magiſtro Tho. de la War. Willielmo de Ferrariis de 
Groby Chlr. Johan. de Wells Chlr. Johan. Baroni de Grayſtock 
Chlr. Reginaldo Gray de Ruthin Chlr. Johanni Latimer Chlr. Rob. 
de Poynings Chlr. Willmo. Botreaulx Chlr. Johanni Dacre de Gil- 
ſland Chlr.---Willmo. Clinton Chlr. Will. Harrington Chlr. Jacoba 
de Audley Chlr. Johanni Gray de Codoner Chlr. Radulpho Cromwell 
Chlr.---Lodovico Robeſart Chlr. Ricardo Strang Chlr. Johanni le 
Scroop de Maſham Chlr. --- Willielmo Lovell Chlr. Willielmo la 
Zouch de Harringworth. Waltero Hungerford. Johanni Tibelot Chlr. 


Reginald de Warr Chlr. Thom. de Morle Chlr. Willielmo Chemey 
Capitall Juſticiar,” 


% Tur Parliament holden at Leiceſter the 18th day of * 
in the fourth year of Henry VI.“ 


« BEFORE the King fitting in perſon in the Great Hall of the Caſtle 
of Leiceſter, the Lords and Commons being there preſent, the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, Chancellor of England, declared, that the King's Will 
was, that all eſtates ſhould enjoy their Liberties,” 


„% Hr then took for his Theme the Words of St. Paul, Sic ſacite ut 
Salui Sitis, The which he divided into three parts. The firſt to God, 
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protecting the Faith of the Church againſt the Innovations of the He- 


reticks and the Lollards. The ſecond by imparting ſound Council. 
The third by granting liberal Subſidies.” 


« Op which he affirmed, three Virtues and Commodities ſhould 
follow, viz. Glory to God, by protecting his Faith: Honour to the 


King, by receiving ſound Council: And Peace to the Subjects by li- 
beral granting.--- Wherefore he willed every Eſtate to labour herein, and 


the Commons to chooſe, and the next day to preſent their Speaker.” 
« Receivers of Petitions for England, Ireland, Wales, and Scotland.” 


Receivers of Petitions for Gaſcoigne, and other places beyond the 
ſeas and the Ifles,” 


« FRYARs of Petitions for England, &c.“ 


* FRYARs of Petitions for Gaſcogne, &c“ 


„% Taz King appointeth, by his Letters Patent, John Duke of Bed- 


ford his Commiſſioner, to prorogue or diſſolve the Parliament.” 


« Tar 20th day of February the Commons preſented before the 


King, Richard Vernon, Knt. to be their Speaker, who with the 
common proteſtation was allowed.” 


« Urox the Commons diſliking the diſſention between the Nobles, 
the Duke of Bedford and other Lords made a ſolemne Decree amnongft 
themſelves, that every of them ſhould, without affection, hear and 


* 
end the diſſention between the Duke of Glouceſter, and the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, ſo as neither of them ſhould be Incouraged to break the 


Peace: To which order, after every of the Lords were ſworne, they 
ſent the copy thereof to the Commons. It being alſo ordered, that 


none 
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none of the Lords, or their followers ſhould repair to the Parliament 


with Weapons.” 


&« THE fifth of March, It was ordered, that a Proclamation ſhould 
be made in Leiceſter, that all ſuch as had any Annuitie, Fee, or Office 
of the Kings grant, or confirmation, and were in the ſaid town, ſhould 


there appear before the King, and his Councell, on Wedneſday enſuing 
to abide ſuch directions as they ſhould receive.” 


« Tux variance between the Duke of Glouceſter and the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, by their formal inſtruments, is compromitted to certain 
Biſhops and Lords, who by like formallity make a full order between 
them, viz. That the Biſhop ſhould firſt ſubmit himſelf to the King, 
which he did.---Whereupon the Duke of Bedford, in open Parliament, 
by the Kings Commandment pronounced the faid Biſhop excuſed as 
well of that it is ſaid, that the ſaid Biſhop had procured one to have 
murthered the King, being Prince, as the murtherer confeſſed, who was 
therefore drowned by the Earl of Arundall : as alfo, for that it was faid, 


that the Biſhop ſhould Councell, and would have it procured, by King 
Henry LV. his Father.” 


* BesIDEs, they awarded, That the faid Biſhop ſhould acknow- 
ledge to the ſaid Duke of Glouceſter an offence, and by his ſubmiſſion 
to pray his favour, and that the Duke ſhould promiſe the ſame ; and 
that in token thereof, either of them ſhould take the other by the 
hand, which was done in token of reconciliation.” 


TEE thirteenth day of March, the Biſhop of Wincheſter, for ſun- 


dry cauſes, prayeth to be diſcharged of the Great Seal, whereof by 
common conſent he was diſcharged,” 
4 Tar 
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« Taz Biſhop of Bath, Treaſurer of England, was of his Office 
alſo diſcharged.” 


Tux eighteenth day of March, John Biſhop of Bath and Wells, 
late Treaſurer of England, by a Writt of Privy Seal, delivered unto the 


Duke of Bedford, the Kings Great Seal of gold in a leather bagg; the 
which the Duke tooke, and ſhewed openly, and then ſealed it up with 


his own Seal, and after delivered the ſame to John Biſhop of London, 
Chancellor of England.” 


« TH Biſhop of Durham, by virtue of a Privy Seal to him directed, 
delivered the laſt Will and Teſtament, with a Codicill thereto annexed 


of King Henry V. which was ſealed with the Great and Privy Seal, 
and the Privy Signet to the Lords of the Privy Councell, who delivered 


the ſame over ſafely to be kept, to Mr. Alenwick, keeper of the Privy 
Seal.“ 


&« Tt is enacted, that the Lords of the Councell, ſhall have full 
power to bind the King, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, to his Creditors, by 


one Aſſurance for the ſum of 40001.” 


« AT the Petition of the Earl of Huntingdon, the King, by common 
Conſent, releaſeth Lewes of Burbon, Earl of Vandoſme, all the arrears 


of the ramſome, being taken priſoner at A gincourt-field,” 


„Tur Duke of Bedford, who had the keeping of the Caſtle at 


Barwick, to him and his heirs male, with the fee of 500 marks, hath 


licence by common conſent, to appoint a Deputy there, at the Kings 


pleaſure,” 


6 IT is enacted, That any of the Feoffees of King Henry V. may 
take the homage of fealty, of any Tenants holding them,” 


I TRE 
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« Tar King grants to Thomas Corniſh of Uxbridge. Com. Midd. 
a pardon for ſtealing of Muttons.“ 


« IT is enacted, That the King's Councell by Authority of Parlia- 
ment, ſhall have power to end all ſuch Bills, as are not ended by Par- 
liament. 


« TT is decreed, by Common aſſent of the Lords, that the late 
Subſidie of Tonnage and Proundage, to the King granted, ought Sim- 


ply to be payed, notwithſtanding many Conditions.“ 


TE Twentieth day of March, before the Lords and Commons, 
the Biſhop of London, Chancellor of England, by the Kings Com- 
miſſarys Commandment, Prorogued the Parliament, from the ſame 
Monday next after the Feaſt St. George, at Leiceſter.” 


TE firſt day of June, the Commons by aſſent of the Biſhops, and 
Lords, granted to the King, the Subſidie of Wools, Tonnage and 
Poundage as before.” | 


„THE King by Common Conſent, granteth, by his Letters Patents, 


that the Prior of St. Trinity, in York, being a Cell of the Abby of 
Meremaſter, in France, ſhould be Denizens.” 


% AT the requeſt of the Merchants of Hans, the King, according 
to their Liberties, appointeth to them one of the Aldermen of London 
by name, to be a Judge between party and party of the ſame Company 
of Hans, in all Suits, and that within one month after the Death, or 


leaving over, of any ſuch Alderman, there be appointed to them one 


other Alderman to ſupply the ſame.” 


Petitions 


IN LE I CET i 


Petitions of the Commons, with their Anſwers. 


% Upon motion of the Commons, it was granted, that all ſuch 
Merchants as have payed Subſidie for their Wools, and could prove 


before their Councell that the ſame or any part thereof, was periſhed, 
that then they ſhould Shipp ſo much without Cuſtome.” 


« TrAaT no Man make any Advowſon, Collation, Preſentation, or 


Induction to any Alien, of any Beneiice, or Eccleſiaſticall Dignity, on 
pain of the premunire.“ 


The King will be Adviſed, 


«© THAT no Man of good name, be Impeached by the Accuſation 


of any being in Sanctuary, unleſs Suretys be bound that proof be 
made thereof.” 


The Statutes made ſhall be Obſerved. 


« THAT every Patron may newly preſent for non-reſidence of the 


Incumbent.” | 
The Biſhops have promiſed to take Order therein, 


« TE Print againſt Bribery of Sheriffs, Chap. . agreeth with the 
Record.“ 


„ Tuar all Strangers being within the Realme of Queen Joan, 
may depare out of the Realme.“ 


The Statutes thereof made ſhall be Obſerved. 


*« THAT the Chancellor of England, for the time being, may for 
reaſonable fines grant Licences to the Kings Tennants that hold in 
Chief, to alien their Lands, and to the Kings Widdows, to Marry 


themſelves according to the Ancient Cuſtome.“ T 
e 
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The King will be Adviſed. 


„Tux Print touching the Miſpriſion of Clarks of the Kings Courts, 
Chap. 3. agrees with the Record.” 


AFTER the reconciliation took place, between the Duke of Glou- 
ceſter and Cardinal Beaufort, the Court continued at Leiceſter, ſome 
time, beſtowing honours and celebrating by acts of teitivity the newly- 
made friends. Here the young King, about 5 years old, was knighted 
on the feaſt of Pentecoſt, by the Regent of France, the Duke of Bed- 


ford: The young King alſo knighted the Earl of Cambridge, and 


created him Duke of York ; he knighted alſo about oy attendants on 
Parliament, 


Tur above, ſays Stavely, are ſome curious particulars of this Par- 


liament, abſtracted from the records thereof, and are not to be found 
in the printed book of Statutes, 


LiTTLE more reſpecting civil polity.—-On the death of the late 
Lord Viſcount Wentworth, here was terminated that great and expen- 


five conteſt between John Peach Hungerford, and Wilkam Pochin, 
Eſquires, for a Knight of the Shire. 


In a leaſe from the King of England to Rogers Ruding, Eſq. dated 


the 18th of Dec. 1781, it appears, that for a ſpecified ſum of money, 
therein mentioned, he holds of the Crown what is called the South- 


Gate, the Caſtle-houſe, ſeveral Tenements, and the Mount, and appen- 
dages to the Caſtle. Among the proviſoes, it appears, that he is not 
to prevent any general Aſſize of Oyer and Terminer, and Goal Deli- 
very, and Niſi prius, or any general Seſſiont of the Peace for the County 
of Leiceſter, to be held and kept, in the Great Hall of the Caſtle. 


Therein 
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Therein is alſo a condition, that he and every tenant there are to leave 


their habitations on the approach of his Majeſty, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors. 2 * 


Rocks Ruding, Eſq. by the ſame inſtrument, is made Conſtable of 


the Caſtle (an Office which at all times gives title of Eſquire to the 


poſſeſſor) with a falary annexed ; and he is therein empowered to take 
the uſual fees of Office, 


M. Brown, who reſides now in the Caſtle-houſe, informed me, 
that at various times in digging to make improvements, his workmen 
have found a number of human bones, and one entire ſkeleton : (pro- 
bably ſoldiers ſlain in war) He alſo fopnd below the ſurface of the earth 
a kind of dungeon, which he has ſince filled up; on the North fide of 
which was a ſtone arch over an entrance into it; ſome Roman and other 


coins were alſo found, part of which the workmen, who imagined them 
to be gold, ſecreted. 


IT was a cuſtom, till within theſe few years, for the new Mayor of 
Leiceſter to go in public, on his Feaſt-day, to be ſworn into his Othce, 
or rather to_ do homage to the honour of Lancaſter, at the Caſtle. 
(which is now done in private) When he appreached the gate lead- 
ing to the Caſtle, he requeſted admittance of the Conſtable of. the 


Caſtle by three knocks, he then gained admittance, and after the 8 


mony ended he returned in the ſame order, with his mace ſloped inſtead 
of being carried erect, till he had left the Caſtle Precinct. 


No. 1, in page 22, is the appearance of two windows, or paſ- 
ſages, ſtopt up, within ſide of the Caſtle. No. 2, is another win- 


K dow 
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dow, of which ſort there are three ; and No. 3, in the ſame page, are 
the imperfect remains of the arms of the Lancaſter F _ on the 


turret, near the Caſtle, mentioned in page 20. 


Mount ſorre!l Caſtle, 


NCE famous, but now no more. The craggy hill on which 
it ſtood, and the town beneath, have been noticed, by travel- 


ers, as Gibraltar in little. The annexed View of the hill was taken 
in the meadows below the town. In the reign of Edward I. the in- 
habitants, by the intereſt of Nicholas de Segrave, obtained for the 
town a market on Mondays, and a fair on June 29th. It takes its 


name from the Mount and River Soar, which runs below it. 


Tarts Caſtle originally belonged to the Earls of Leiceſter ; and in 
the Barons wars to Saker de Quincy, Earl of Wincheſter ; and in the 
reign of Henry III. was ſtrongly fortified by the Lewiſian Barons; 
but the neighbourhood being chiefly in the king's intereſt, the garriſon 
made frequent and horrid depredations on the inhabitants, who at 
length ſolicited the king for aid to repel and revenge the injuries com- 
mitted by a den of thieves : In conſequence of which, he ordered a party 
from the garriſon at Nottingham, to give them battle; and in one of 
their ſallies forth, for plunder, the king's ſoldiers beat them into the 
Caſtle, with the loſs of ſome of their leaders. The king elated with 


the exploits of this detachment from Nottingham Caſtle, ordered the 
High Sheriff of that county to collect a ſufficient force, and with the 
garriſon of Nottingham, beſiege, and, if poſſible, demoliſh it. Louis 
the Dauphin, hearing of the intended ſiege, haſtened with 20, ooo men 
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to its relief, but being attacked by the king's army at Lincoln, he was 
totally defeated, and fled to his own country for refuge, leaving his 
army a prey, and the garriſon. at Mountſorrel to defend themſelves, 
which ſtruck ſuch a panic into the ſoldiers, that they made but a 
poor reſiſtance againſt the High Sheriff's force: the garriſon ſoon ſur- 
rendered, and the Caſtle was levelled with' the ground. Tt was never 
after rebuilt, but its ruins lay ſcattered for centuries, moſt of which 


are now removed for the humbler purpoſes of domeſtic life. 


In the Gentleman's Magazine, for September 1787, is the follow- 
ing letter to the Editor. 


« As ſome workmen, a few weeks ago, were getfing ſtone in the 
craggy rock at Mountſorrel, in Leiceſterſhire, they found ſeveral pieces 
of old coin, and an ancient ſpur, of which I have taken a drawing, 
that is herewith preſented to your uſe, if deſerving attention ; but can 
give no account of the coins, the labourers having delivered them to 
the lord of the manor. The ſpur is of caſt copper, and has been gilt, 


5 Which i is ſtill viſible in the engraved ſtrokes of the Moſaic. Inſtead of 
La rowel at the neck, there is a pointed knob, much blunted by the 


hand of tuze. I ſuppoſe it by the form to be of ſome antiquity, ſo 


that rowels were of a later invention. The place where it was dug up 


1s part of the ſite of the old Caſtle. Sear de Quincy, Earl of Wincheſter, 
defended this Caſtle againſt King Henry III. but it was taken and raſed 


to the ground by Ranulf Earl of Cheſter, anno 1217,” 


„Tux coins and ſpur were found in a cavity, and with them ſome 


large bones, and apparently fragments of leather, a certain appendage 


alſo to "M ſpur ; both theſe laſt mouldered away on one expoſed to 
the air. . 
q | | | « 'T'ms 
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« Tus ſpur probably belonged to ſome knight or other warrior there 
preſent, who, during the fiege, might be {lain and buried on the ſpot, 


as was the cuſtom, in his boots and ſpurs.” 


„Wurm I was laſt at Mountſorrel, I took notice of a curious 
Gothic ſtone croſs, raiſed upon ſteps in the centre of the market place, 
but it was concealed in part by a rough ill- conſtructed ſhed. Not 
having viſited this -place for many years, I cannot ſay if it be yet 


ſtandine.” «© OBsERVATOR. 


Tux Croſs which Obſervator has mentioned above, is now ſtanding. 


No. 1, below, is a ſketch of it, without the ſhed. No 2, is a repre- 
ſentation of the ſpur. 


Bux rox mentions Whitwick, Shilton, Melton, Thorp, and Bur- 
row, as once having had Caſtles or Fortifications ; but it appears, 


by his own account, that they were moſt of them but of little note. 


See theſe places particularized under the Article Towns and Villages. 
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| S I have given a brief account of the origin of Caſtles, &c. it 


may be neceſſary, that ſome of my Readers, by way of preface, 
may be made acquainted with the early inſtitution of Religious Societies; 
as under this head will be given Views of thoſe buildings which now 


remain among us. 


Wr are told, by ſome, that the converſion of the Britons, to the 
faith of Chriſt, happened in the reign of Tiberius Cæſar; about thirty 
years after our Saviour's Nativity (2); but others, with much more 
_ reaſoning on their ſide, contradict the aſſertion; one of which ſays (5), 
« Suppoſing the diſperſion to have been within the reign of Tiberius, 
yet the Scripture gives ſuch an account of the extent and deſign of the 
Diſciples preaching upon it, as utterly overthrows any probability of 
their coming hither, for the words are, Now they which were ſcattered 
abroad upon the perſecution, that aroſe about Stephen, travelled as far as 
Phenice and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word unto none, but unto 


the Jews alone. But the neareſt of theſe places, is at a great diſtance 
from Britain, and if they preached to none but the Jews, they were 
not likely to convert the Gentile Britains.” The following paſſage 
from Gildas, Dr. Stillingfleet obſerves, . hath miſled many of our 
writers. | | | 


(a) Animadverſions on the Church-Hiſtory of Britain, (5) Dr. Stillingfleet. 
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RELIGIOUS HOUSES. 


« Interea glaciali frigore rigenti Inſulæ & Veluti longiore terrarum 
receſſu, ſoli vifibili non proximæ verus ille non de firmamento ſolum, 
(L. Sol.) temporali fed de ſumma etiam cœlorum arce tempora cuncta 
excedente univerſo orbi præfulgidum ſui coruſcum oitendens tempore 
(ut ſcimus) ſummo Tiberii Cæſaris, (quo abſque ullo impedimento ejus 
propagabatur Religio comminata ſenatu nolente a principe morte dila- 
toribus militum ejuſdem) radios ſuos primum indulget, id eſt ſua 


præcepta Chriſtus“ (a). 


Tur ſtory of Joſeph of Arimathea preaching the Goſpel in this 
iſland, the ſame penetrating writer treats, as an invention of the Monks 
at Glaſtonbury, to render their monaſtery of repute ; but he ſeems to 
favour the opinion, that St. Paul might have preached the Goſpel here. 


However, it is very generally agreed upon, that there were many con- 


verts to Chriſtianity in Britain, before the death of all the A poſtles. 


PzRHAPS it may not be material to relate, in this epitome of religi- 
ous Hiſtory, the unſettled ſtate of the early church in Britain. The 
charge of Arianiſm and Pelagianiſm, which was brought againſt it in 
the Chriſtian Emperor's times, has been the occaſion of much contro- 
verſy and violence. The zeal and warmth with which men endea- 


voured then to enforce their opinions ; the imbecility, the early preju- 


(a) © In the mean time, Chriſt, the true Sun afforded his rays, that is, the knowledge of his 
precepts to this iſland ſhivering with icy-cold, and ſeparate at a great diſtance from the viſible 
ſun, not from the viſible firmament, but from the ſupreme everlaſting power of Heaven. For 
we certainly know that in the latter end of the reign of Tiberius, that the ſun appeared to the 


whole world with his glorious beams, in which time his religion was propagated without any im- 
pediment againſt the will of the Roman Senate, death being threatened by that Prince, to all that 
ſhould inform againſt the ſoldiers of Chriſt.” Srillingſleet', Tranſlation. 
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dices, and the uncivilized manners of a people juſt emerging from almoſt 


a ſtate of nature, render the Hiſtory of ſuch times imperfect and un- 
pleaſing to all, but the enemies of Chriſtianity, . 


"xe exact time when Religious Houſes were firſt erected, in this 
Iſland, is by no means aſcertained. Some have ſaid, that our firſt con- 
verted Druids became Monks. Tanner thinks it was before, and 
Camden ſays, towards the year 530, that Monaſteries were firſt founded 
in Briton. The firſt Engliſh Nunnery was founded A. D. 630. at 
Folkſtone in Kent, by King Eadbald. Abbeſſes, about the year 700, 
were in ſuch eſteem, that they were ſummoned, in preference of Ab- 
bots, to the Council of Beckonsfield. In ſome of theſe houſes Monks 
and Nuns lived together, ſubje& to the controul of the Abbeſs. In 
others, Kings and Queens, and many of the Nobility, have retired from 
the world, laying afide the ſplendor of their crowns and dignities, for 
ſequeſtration, religion and retirement, ==» Here it may be neceſſary to 
ſhew the origin of a monaſtic life, | 


* 


Tur word monachus, is derived from the Greek, applicable to thoſe 
who lead a life of ſolitude; but it is difficult to determine who was the 
firſt that voluntarily retired from the world, alienated from its cuſtoms 
and pleaſures, to lead a life of gloom and contemplation. Some] have 


Judged that the prophet Samuel was the firſt : others have aſcribed its 
origin to Helias and Helyſeus, the miſerable cottagers, who dwelt near 


the river Jordan, Be that as it may, we are ſenſible that St. Mark the 


Evangeliſt, St. John the Baptiſt, Paul the Hermit (2), St. Anthony, 


St. Hilarion, St. Baſil, and Hierome, were men, who to taſte the 


(4) He to avoid Decius's perſecution, betook himſelf to a ſolitary wilderneſs, where he lived 
an alien to the world 93 years. 


L ſweets 
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ſweets of ſolitude, withdrew themſelves from the world, to enjoy, with 
more purity, the humble, the pious acts of meditation. ut moſt of 
theſe holy Fathers were ſubject to no other inſtitutions, but the gui- 
dance of an inoffenſive mind; in the ſolitary wilderneſs, in the cave, 
or on the river's brink, prayers, tears, and frequent faſtings, manifeſted 
their perfect obedience to the will of HEAVEN. 


ST. Anthony lived in the deſarts of Thebes, in Egypt, where he 
built a religious retreat for himſelf and diſciples ; and perhaps was the 
firſt who inſtructed in this way of holineſs. He, with his followers, fed 
entirely upon bread and water, and ſpent their time wholly in pray- 
ers and meditation, 


ABouT the year 526, Benedictus Nurſinus, a man remarkaole for 
his ſanctity, about 166 years after St. Anthony's death, gathered 
together a number of religious wanderers, and ſettled under ſome rules 


at Caſſinum, an ancient town in Italy. But after him Baſil, Biſhop of 
Cæſarea, in Cappadocia, being famous for his ſingular piety, obliged 


all who came for holy orders, to vow chaſtity and poverty, and obedi- 
ence to their ſuperiors, He alſo aſſigned to the Monks a particular 
habit, and form of adoration to the Deity ; a ſlender diet, ſtated times 
of faſtings, and other certain rules, were his injunctions. This order 
in a ſhort time became very numerous; from which ſprang. many other 
orders under various denominations. 


Tux Benedictine Monks were the firſt who. made any. figure-in Eng- 
land; they were ſent here by Pope Gregory about the year 595. 
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Azour the year 867 religious Societies were almoſt wholly annihi- 
lated (a). The ſecular affiſtance was called in, in Alfred's time, to 


aid the few remaining Monks in the performance of their reli zious du- 


ties. The few churches, the Danes left ſtanding then, were wretched 


buildings, made ofjhurdles and ſtraw. However, St. Dunſtan raiſed, 
from theſe humble monuments of religion, edifices, more correſpond- 
ing with its dignity ; and for the reformation and reſtoration of Eng- 
liſh Monks, he formed laws and regulations called Regularis Concordia 
Anglice Nationis. He alſo, with the aſſiſtance of the Biſhops of Win- 
cheſter and Worceſter, recovered much of the lands which had been 


torn from theſe inſtitutions by the hands of violence and rapine. 


Tur Conqueror William, like himſelf, plundered theſe Societies, 
ſeized their eſtates, and put all into the hands of his Norman follow- 
ers. William, his ſon, alſo oppreſſed the orders of religious men, 
and like an Auctioneer of the preſent day, knocked down the vacant 


| Abbies and Biſhopricks to the beſt bidder. However, towards the 
latter end of his reign he founded ſome religious houſes (5). 


HENRY I. was a pious Prince, and in his reign of 35 years, he 
founded, ſays Groſe, * Twenty alien Priories, twenty Benedictine Mo- 
naſteries, and fifteen cells; near fifty houſes of Auguſtine Canons, thir- 
teen Ciſtertian, and ſix Cluniac Monaſteries, three Knights Hoſpitalars, 
one for Canons of the holy Sepulchre, one for Grandmotenſians, one 
College, and thirteen Hoſpitals.” 

(a) About a century before this time Cutlbert, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, obtained royal and 
perfect leave to encloſe a piece of ground, adjoining churches, to bury the dead, called now 
Church-yards. Before his time the dead were buried without the walls of Cities, 

(5) In Alfred's time, ſays Tanner *“ There were diversi generis monachi, and even after the 


Conqueſt, at a general Viſitation of religious houſes, A. D. 12 32. _ the Benedictines there 
were not two Monaſteries that lived alike. 
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| In the reign of Stephen, and Henry II. was founded an amazing 


number of religious houſes, and it is ſaid, that in the year 1250, that 


in Chriſtendom there were of one order, only, eighteen hundred. 
Richard I. and John, were not ſo favourable to theſe inſtitutions ; and 
Henry III. almoſt forbad the erection of them by his prohibitions. 


In the reign of Edward II. 1312, the order of the Knights Temp- 
lars was diſſolved; but in the reign of Richard II. the opinions of 
Wickliffe gave a mortal ſtab to the endowments of religious inſtitu- 
tions. Attempts were made in the ſucceeding reigns to aid the gather- 
ing ſtorm, and in a Parliament held in Leiceſter, in the reign of Henry 
the Fifth, All the alien Priories were given to the King, with all 
their land and revenues, except ſuch as were conventual, or had the 


liberty of chuſing their own prior (a)“. 


BuT Henry VIII. finiſhed what was but juſt begun, Under a pre- 
tence to reform abuſes, his devoted ſlaves viſited theſe houſes, and mag=- 
nified the errors of human nature into crimes, monſtrous and abomi- 
nable. With a heart prone to vice, and mercenary in the extreme, 


he threw off the papal rule, and obliged his people to acknowledge 


him ſupreme of the Engliſh Church. Armed with ſuch powers, he 


ſcized the treaſures of his pious predeceſſors, and trampled, with un- 
hallowed footſteps, on their ſacred manes. He laid waſte piles of 
Gothic grandeur, deſolated the retreats of the poor mendicants, and 
beggared (if I be allowed the expreſſion) the wretched ; for which his 


name ſtands deſervedly on record, as a public robber of the firſt mag- 


nitude (5), In theſe Religious Houſes was depoſited the learning of 
| (a) Groſe. (3) * Ten thouſand of the Religious were ſet to ſeek for their livings, with 

forty ſhillings, and a gown a wan,” Ibid, 
ages. 
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ages. In them the national records lay ; but a ſmall portion of which 


eſcaped the ravages of thoſe Gothic times (a). 


To the Monks we are beholden for remote national events, and for 


the cultivation of the arts. Their houſes were hoſpitals for the neigh- 


bouring ſick and poor, and aſylums for the aged. Their doors were 


open wide to the weary traveller, the widow, and the fatherleſs ! 


Different Orders of the Religious. 


HE Benedictines were numerous, and from which ſprang, the 
Grandmonts, the Carthuſians, the Ciſtertians, and others 
who were governed by different laws and regulations, wore different 
habits ; but nearly allied in their faith, and ſimplicity of manners,--- 
On entering into the Order of Monks, each was furniſhed, beſide his 
habit and his book, with a knife, a needle, a ſteel pen, and tablet to 
write on. Few would covet their lodgings, at this day : they had a 
mat, ſome ſtraw, and a pillow for their bed ; and for their covering a 
blanket and ſome ſerge. 


Or the Order of Canons, were ſome ſecular, and ſome regular.--- 


The regular Canons lived in common under one roof, but their diſci- 


(a) , Covetouſaeſs was at that time ſo buſy about private commodities, that public wealth 
was not any where regarded. A number of them which purchaſed thoſe ſuperſtitious manſions, 
reſerved of thoſe libraries, books, ſome to ſerve their jakes, ſome to ſcour their candleſticks, and 
ſome to rub their boots. What may bring our realm to more ſhame than to he it noſed 
abroad, that we are deſpiſers of learning. I ſhall judge this to be true, and utter it with heavi- 
neſs, that neither the Britons under the Romans and Saxons, nor yet the Engliſh people under 
the Danes and Normans, had ever ſuch damage of their learned monumunts, as we have ſeen in 
our time. Our poſterity may well curſe this wicked fact of our age, this unreaſonable ſpoil of 


England's moſt noble Antiquities.” BALE. 


M . pline 
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pline was more mild than that of the Monks. The ſecular Canons 
mingled with the world, and adminiſtered ſpiritual conſolation to the 


people. There were ſeveral ſocieties branched out alſo from this 
Order. 
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Bes1DEs the different Orders of religious Men, the females who had 


taken the veil, and were called Nuns, were numerous, and lived in 


— 


— r 


ſimilar habits, and followed the ſame rule, (excepting what was im- 
proper for their ſex,) as the Order of Monks of the ſame name. There 
were the Benedictine, Gilbertine, Cluniac, Ciſterian, Carthuſian, Au- 


guſtine, St. Clare, Bridgetine, and Prœmonſtratenſian Nuns, and 
others. 


Or Friars, another Order of religious men, there were many: they 


were habited but meanly, and went bare- foot. There were the Fran- 


ciſcan and Grey, the Dominicans, Trinitarians, Carmelites, Croſſed or 
Cruched Auguſtine, Sack, St. Anthony, and the Bonhommes. 


THERE were allo religious military, who took upon them to defend 
the holy city, and to protect Pilgrims. They at firſt ſubſiſted by alms 


but afterward grew immenſly rich. In England there were only two 


Orders, the Knights Hoſpitalars, and the Knights Templars (a). 
Tux religious houſes were Cathedrals (5), and Colle iate Churches ( e), 


Abbies (4), Priories ſometimes ſubordinate to an Abbey, the 
Chief was termed Prior or Prioreſs, Cells much the ſame. Cells, 


(a) They had nine thouſand manors in Chriſtendom. And at their ſuppreſſion they had ſix- 


teen thouſand lordſuips. HevyLEy. 
(3) Many of which till remain. (<) In theſe there were, beſides a Dean, Warden, 
and Maſter, ſinging Men. 
(4) Abbies contained a ſociety of religious men or women, living under Governors, or an Ab- 


hot or Abbeſs, I 
Monaſteries, 
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Monaſteries (a), Preceptories (5), Commanderies (c), Hoſpitals (4), 
Friaries (e), Hermitages (7), Chaunteries (g), and Chapels (3). 


Religious Houſes in Leiceſter ſhire. 


HE Auguſtine, or Black Friars, in Leiceſter, was ſituated on 
the Bank of the river Soar, near the Weſt Bridge. When built 
and by whom founded is not certain. The houſe is entirely gone ; 
but the traces of the foundation are viſible, There is alſo an arch (i), 


remaining, which I apprehend belonged to it, and is now famous on no 
other account, than extending over the river where Richard the 
Third's bones were thrown in, by a rude rabble, after being carried 
through the ſtreets of Leiceſter in triumph, at the diſſolution, in the 
time of Henry VIII. when the Church, which contained his body, 
was plundered (C). It is now covered wholly over with ivy. The 


fence of it towards the Friars is alſo plentifully decorated with that 
wintry love- ſtone. 


(a) Conſiſted often of foreigners, and were the firſt that felt the King's hand, 
(5) Cells to the Knights Templars. 


(c) Cells to the Knights Hoſpitalars. 


(4) Houſes of Relief for the poor. Tanner fays, that they were firſt erected upon the road for 
the entertainment of Pilgrims. 


(e) Dwellings for Mendicants. Some of them were large buildings, and had within them- 
ſelves noble churches in which great perſonages were often buried, 

) Cells bwlt in ſolitary places. | 

(C) Endowed for the maintenance of a Prieſt to ſay maſs for the ſouls of departed men, &c. 

(5) Alſo places of worſhip, and exempt from the juriſdiction of the ordinary. 

% Called Bow-bridge. Mr. Nichol's calls it the Rialta. N 

(8), See Grey Friars, Leiceſter, See alſo a repreſentation of this bridge in page 47» 
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Tus body corporate of Leiceſter, the 21ſt of Henry the Seventh, 
bartered at7ay, it ſhould ſeem, advantageouſly, the paſturage of ſome 
common ꝙeounds, for the uſe of #9 milch cows of this houſe, on con- 
dition that the Prior was to pay an annual tribute of twenty ſhillings, 
and the Friars were bound to pray for the ſouls of that body _e ever ! 
provident Gentlemen! Graſs, for eternal prayers | 


Tur company of ſhoe-makers, in Leiceſter, in the time of Henry 


VIII. was not leſs provident, they obtained, from theſe Holy Fathers, 


aſſurances of eternal benedictions, at the coſt of ten ſhillings per ann, 


Ir I were a wit, I might make merry with theſe good folks, in 
lines much better than the following. 


Thus godly Merchants barter'd pray'rs 
With Coblers, Aldermen and May'rs. 


But now no great Man ſells his graſs 
For cleric bleflings, ah, alas! 


The times are chang'd, no Dzmon frights 
The Ruſtic, Aldermen or Knights. 


No benedictions now for chink ; 
M. D's. ſalvator at the brink 


Of death: to him the off ring's given 


Not to obtain, but fave from Heaven. 


A few paces from the bridge, above-mentioned, is a well, which now 
bears the name of Auguſtine. I apprehend, that this bridge was uſed 
as a paſſage to the well, It is alſo probable, that the ground which 
is now encloſed by the fide of it, with a brick wall, was a garden be- 
longing to this houſe. I remember it being encloſed by only a low 
ancient ſtone-wall, over which ſchool-boys choſe to travel to their fa- 

vorite 
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| vorite play-place, the Dane hills: the old wall, is now the foundation 
of the brick fence,---The ground on which the building ſtood is now 
the property of Joſeph Cradock, Eſq. of Gumbley-Hall, in this coun- 
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ty ; and may be called a Peninſula, 
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BURTON LAZERS. 


N Hoſpital ſubject to another in Jeruſalem, as appears by a 
deed. dated the 24th year of Henry VII. «© To Thomas 
Norton, Knight, Maſter of the Hoſpital of Burton-Lazars, of Jeru- 
falem, in England, and the brethren of the ſame place, keepers of the 
Hoſpital of St, Giles's, without the bars of the Old Temple, London.” 
This houſe was very rich. Willis fays, in 1553. there remained 


in charge 51. in annuities, and the following penſions, viz. to Robert 
Cocke, Clerk, 41. John Frankyſſe, 41. William Proudlove, 3I. and 
Thomas Awnſell, 21, --- Speed ſays, that this Hoſpital was erected by 


a general contribution; and that its income was 2651. 10s. per annum. 


Others have ſaid, it was erected by Lord Mowbray, in the reign of 
Henry I. It was an Hoſpital famous for curing a cutaneous diſorder (a). 
This houſe was the prime of all others of the kind in England. 


B R:M-@ L Fs 
\ RELIGIOUS houſe, founded by Robert Bundy, about the time 


of William the Conqueror, to which Lord Scrope was a bene- 


factor. This was for black Canons. Value per annum, 20l, 158. 7d. 


BREDO#.& EL: I. 


OUNDED by Robert de Ferrers, Earl of Nottingham, in the 


reign of Henry II. dedicated to St. Mary and St. Hardulf, 
William Earl of Derby of the family of Ferrers was a benefactor. It 
was for Canons regular, value per annum, 251. 8s. 6d. | 


(a) Suppoſed to have had its origin by immoderate eating of fiſh, Here is a well ſtill uſed 
for diſorders in the ſkin, | 1 
| CANWVELL 
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CANIMKELL PRIEGAT. 


** ED and Willis notices a Priory of this name in Leiceſterſhire ; 
probably a miſtake. There was one of that name in Staffordſhire; 
but I believe none in this county of that name, 


CASTLE DONNINGTON. 


HERE was a ſmall religious Houſe dedicated to St. John Bap- 
tiſt here; but the founder and the order are unknown. Value 


2l. 138. 4d. per annum. 


CROXTON: ABEL 


AS founded by Sir Andrew Lutteral, knight. A principal be- 
nefactor was Lord Chawney. It was of the Order of white 
Canons. It was valued at the diſſolution, at 451. 198. 11d. per ann. 
Names of ſome the Abbots. --- Ralph de Lincoln was Abbot in 1192 
or 1229.---John---ſucceeded him in 1241.---Jeffrey---was made Ab- 
bot in the year after.---Next Thomas---occurs 1250.---William Gra- 
ham was confirmed the 17th. of the Cal. of June, 1274. --- William 
de Brackley was Abbot in 1319.---John Arghum was Abbot in 1477 
and died in 1491, and was ſucceeded by Elias Attercliff, who was in 
1499 preſented to the living of Thingden in ſari He 


died in 1534, and was ſucceeded by Robert Derby, who was made 
Abbot by the influence of Lord Berkley, the 22d. of April the ſame 


year.--- Thomas Green was the laſt Abbot of this houſe, He occurs 
in 1559, In which year, he, with twenty Monks, ſurrendered the 
Monaſtery to Henry VIII. viſitors, and had a penſion of 8ol. per ann. 


allowed 
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allowed him. In 1553, there remained in charge here, paid out of 


the revenues of this houſe, 41. in fees, and 121. 6s. 8d. in annuities, 


beſides the ſollowing penſions : 


To John Couſente, 61. 13s. 4d.---William Hollydaye, 61.---Tho- 
mas Taylor, 61.--- Thomas Hulley, George Chambers, George Par- 
kins, Henry Hanley, Ralph Eſttryche, Robert Langthorne, and Chriſ- 
topher Nightingale, gl. 138. 4d. each.---And James Charnocke 21. (a) 


CUM B 2 
"FT "HIS ſma!! religious houſe was of the Order of black Canons, 
and dedicated to St. Mary. As was alſo another inferior one 
at a place called Cale. 


DALBY In-the-Woulds. 


THE founder of Leiceſter-Abby, Robert Boſſue, Earl of Lei- 
ceſter, founded here a Commandry for Knights Templars; but 

at the diſſolution of that Order in 1311, for blaſphemous practices, 
the Knights Hoſpitalers of St. John of Jeruſalem obtained the houſe 


and all its revenues, in whoſe hands it continued until the general ſup- 


preſſion of religious houſes. Annual income was 2311. 78. 10d. 


Franciſcan, or Grey Friars, Leiceſter. 


| Emorable for being the burial place of Richard III. (4) It 
ſtood on the ſouth fide of St. Martin's Church, and was founded 

by Simon Montfort. William Giles was the laſt Warden of this houſe, 

who with ſeven brethren ſurrendered it to the King, Nov. 10, 1539. 


(a) An Abbot of this houſe being Phyſician to King John, had the care of his body after that 
King's death, and embalmed it at Swinſtead-Abby, Lincolnſhire, where the King died, He was 


interred at Worceſter. 


() See Market-Boſworth, 
Here 
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Here the ſad monſter who by ſome was made, 
Lay undiſturb'd, till Henry's head was laid; 
Who kill'd a King, a ſoldier, and a ſtateſman, 
Himſelf to dignify a ſov'ring great- man; 
But Newgate Harry ſhook Dick's ſacred pile, 
And Les' ſter's rabble triumph'd in the ſpoil 
Of Walpole's King, and More's ſable devil, 


Whoſe ſpirit now (ſome ſay) is wond'rous civil, | 
Which heretofore was judg'd the greateſt evil. 


Tus fine ſpacious grounds which belonged to this houſe, extended 
from the upper end of the Market-place, nearly to the Friar-lane 
Meeting-houſe; a great part of which was purchaſed, in my time, to 
build thereon ; it was ſold to different people, and was the occaſion of 
that ill-contrived and unpleaſant paſſage, called New-ſtreet>: When 
the workmen were digging to ſink the cellars, I remember, though very 
young, that the quantity and the perfectneſs of the human ſkeletons 


found there, very much attracted the attention of the people of Lei- 
ceſter. 


Ir muſt be always painful to one who profeſſes the higheſt eſteem for 
Mr. Nichols, to hazard even an opinion contrary to that Gentleman's 
aſſertions. In his hiſtory of Burbach, &c. he has given us an engrav- 
ing of Bow- bridge, with a military proceſſion of the burial of Richard 


the third, over it, to the Grey Friars (he ſays) adjoining. The 
Friars adjoining this Bridge, was the Auguſtine, or Black Friars. The 


Grey Friars, Leiceſter, was ſituate as above deſcribed, where Henry the 
Seventh erected a Monument to Richard's memory. It is known alſo, 
that there was no pomp at his burial ; his body was brought into Lei- 
ceſter tied over a carrier's horſe, and there expoſed to the derifion of 

N | the 
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the inhabitants, in the Corporation-Hall, (then at the lower end of 
Blue-boar-lane) after lying there expoſed for two or three days, it 


was buried without ceremony, in the Church of Grey Friars, near St. 
Martin's Church (a). 


GRACE-DIEU PRIORY or MON ASTERY. 


OUNDED by Roeſia, wife of Bertram-de-Verdon, in the reign 
of Richard I. (5) It was dedicated to the Holy Trinity, was 
valued at the ſuppreſſion, at 1011. 8d. and was ſurrendered by Agnes 
the Prioreſs, the 27th of October 1539. In 1553, there remained in 


charge in annuities 51. 13s. 4d. and in penſions to Cecilia Bagnel 21. 


Katharine Baker and Elizabeth Baker 21. each; and to Dorothy Eng- 
lyſhe, Elizabeth Hale, Elizabeth Preſbery, Anne Ayſheley, and Jo- 
hanna Bradwell 11. 13s. 4d. each. This is the place which Sim- 


monds mentioned, where, in his time, there remained an entire court 
of Cloiſters. Burton ſays, that John Cumin Earl of Bucquan in 


Scotland, and Sir William de Waſtiries, knight, were great benefactors 
to it. This houſe (he ſays) ſtands low in a valley, upon a little brook 
in a ſolitary place, compaſſed round with a garden, in reſemblance of 
that upon Mount Olivet Gethſemane, whither Chriſt with Peter, 
James, and John (a little before he was betrayed) went up to pray.“ 


GERENDOWV ABBY, near Loughborough. 


HE Founder of Leiceſter Abby, Robert Bouſſue Earl of Lei- 
ceſter, founded alſo this for White Monks, in the year 1169 (c). 


(a) See an account of the Boſworth Fight, the particulars of the King's death, burial, 
bedſtead, houſe, murder of Mrs. Clark, an account of the King's natural ſon, who lived ſome- 


time in this county after his father's death, &c. &c. uader the article Market-Boſworth. 


(4) Burton ſays, between the zo and 26 of Henry III. (c) Burton. 


Many 
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Many large benefactions were given by various perſons to it : a cell 
near Cripplegate, London, belonged to it, whither the Abbot ſent oc- 
caſionally two chaplains to perform divine ſervice, It was valued at 
the diſſolution, at 1861. 15s. 6d. (a) This Monaſtery was a 
daughter, or derivative from the Abby of Waverley, in the county of 
Surrey, the firſt houſe in England of this Order. At the diſſolution it 
was given to Thomas Manners, firſt Earl of Rutland (5).” 


Wiz 1 F 1 


ERE was a Religious Houfe founded and endowed by Jeffery- 


de-Greſely; it was at firſt for Knights Templars, and afterwards 
for Knights Hoſpitallers. Value unknown. 


HINCKLEY PY ON 


OR Canons Aliens, founded and endowed by Hugh Grenteſmainel; 
ſome ſay, by Robert Roſſu, Earl of Leiceſter. © This Priory 

had the fate of all the foreign cells, of being often ſeized into the King's 
hands, during the wars with F rance ; and at length wholly ſuppreſſed 
in the Parliament of Leiceſter the ſecond year of Henry V. 1414.” (c) 
The Hall-houſe, or Manſion of the Priors is ſtill remaining, it ſtands 
near the Church, and it is to be ſeen in the View of Hinckley ( d).--= 
On the mantle-piece in the kitchen of this houſe, ſays Mr. Nichols, 
is a kind of baked cake, which tradition erroneouſly called the arms of 
the Monks. It contains, he obſerves, moſt probably, the ſigns of three 
houſes, the Eagle-and-Child, the Roſe, and the Bulls-head, which, 
whilſt the Priory exiſted, were deſtined to the relief of Pilgrims, tra- 


velling through Hinckley ; who were to receive a night's lodging, and 
ſomething to help them on their journey. 


(a) See the Seat of Sir William Gordon, knight, (3) Burton. 
(c) Hiſtory of Hinckley. (4) Under the article Towns and Villages. 


Tur 


= 
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Tur houſe was, in the laſt century, ſays the fame Gentleman, the 
reſidence of Sir John Oneby (a), ſince then it has been occupied by a 


manufacturer, and the garden converted into a bowling-green, 7 


CERT BELLERE 


IRST a Chantry for ſecular Prieſts, founded by Roger-de-Bellere, 

in the reign of Edward the Firſt, in the Church of St. Peter 

there. It was altered by his ſon who founded there a Priory for Canons 

regular of the Order of St. Auguſtine. It was valued at the ſuppreſſion 
at 1781. 7s. 10d. per annum. 


LANGLEY NUNMNERY. 


OUNDED by William Pentulph and Burgia his wife, in the 
reign of Canute. It was dedicated to St. Mary, and of the Be- 
nedictine Order. Upon a vacancy the Nuns of this houſe had the 
power of electing their own Prioreſs. On that occaſion a boy was 
placed with a rod in his hand at the gate of the Nunnery, during the 
election, for which he was dieted from the houſe.---Harvice-de-Col- 
vile, a Nun here, it is ſaid, was ſo chaſte, that even her thoughts were 
free from ſin, and as a mark of divine favour, an heavenly glory ſhone 
round her ſpotleſs frame (5).---Value at the ſuppreſſion 341. 6s. 2d. 
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AS founded by Richard Baſſet, in the reign of Henry the Third- 4 
for black Canons. This houſe (ſays Sir William Dugdale) 
was valued at the ſuppreſſion, at 3991. 3s. 3d. Speed makes it up- 
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(a) Of this family, Mr. Nichols has given the pedigree, taken in 1634, in his Appendix to 
the Hiſtory of Hinckley, facing page 347, No. 43. Bibliotheca Topographica Britannica. 


(5) Burton, 


wards 


INI e EST E. 55 


wards of 5o0ol. per annum. John Lancaſter, prior, and five of his 
brethren, ſubſcribed to the King's ſupremacy, Sept. 12th, 1534. In 
1553, there remained in charge 11. in fees, and 171. in annuities, and 
the following penſions: To John Lancaſter 601. William Worth 61. 
Hugh Kelly and William Bartonne 51. 6s. 8d. each, and to Robert 
Barrett 5]. 


Tuls houſe, ſoon after the diſſolution, was converted into a dwel- 


ling ; and is now occupied by John Simpſon, Eſq. See it noticed as 
a ſcat in that diviſion of this work. 


St. LEON ARD's HOSPITAL, Leiceſter. 


HOSPITAL, or rather a Religious Houſe, was founded by 


William, ſon of Robert de Bellamont, ſurnamed Blanchmaines, 
from his white hands. The mention of this Hoſpital, (ſays Mr. 


Cole) reminds me of a particular which may be thought curious. 
Mr. Freeman, an ingenious Painter of Cambridge, in 1776, brought 
me the impreſſion of the ſeal of this Hoſpital, the original Braſs ſeal 
being then lately found at Saffron- Waldron in Eſſex. It is of an oval 
form of three inches depth, having the full of St. Leonard, dreſſed as 
an Abbot, with a ſhort ſquare Mitre upon his head; a Croſſier in his 
left hand, a book in his right, and a pair of manicles ar collar, and 
chains hanging from them to expreſs the nature of his charitable em- 
ployment, in redeeming captives. Under an arch below his feet is the 
half S5gure of one of his brethren of the Hoſpital, praying to him. 
The Saint ſtands under a beautiful gothic Canopy, and the whole is 
ſurrounded with this legend in ſmall gothic ,charaters_: Sigillu com une 
Magiſtri et fratrum Hoſpital Sc'i Leonardi Leceſtrie.” 
| ' „ Turs 
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«© Tuts Hoſpital, at the diſſolution, fell into the hands of à per- 


ſon, whoſe name was Catlyn. Now as a family of that name has long 


been ſettled at Waldren, it is not improbable that the ſeal and writings 
have been in that family, and the ſeal occaſionally loſt in that place (a).“ 


LEICESTER ABBY. 


Otwithſtanding I have made a conſiderable collection of materials 
towards a regular hiſtory of this religious Houſe, I chooſe to 


give my Readers the account of it, principally, from a manuſcript by 


a more able colletor of Antiquities in the laſt century. I was fa- 


voured with it lately by a Gentleman o whom I am under particular 
(a) Bibliotheca Typographica Britannica, No. 7. 


obligations 
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obligations. I believe it was the labour of Mr. Stavely, mentioned in 


a note, page 25. This copious and valuable hiſtory of the Abby, 


will give the Reader a pretty general idea of the poſſeſſions, and of 
the mode of living in ſimilar inſtitutions. 


AFTER a learned and proper introduction to religions inſtitutions, 
which has been anticipated, in ſome meaſure, in the introduction to 
this department of the work. The writer proceeds thus : 


«© THAT great and eminent Abby of St. Mary-de-Pratis, or De-la- 
pree, fo called, becauſe it is ſituated with a pleaſing proſpe& upon the 


meadows, was firſt founded by Robert Fitz-Robert, or Robert Boſſu, 
(of whom we ſhall ſpeak more in the Catalogue of the Earls,) in the 


year 1143, for ſuch Monks as were Canons regular of the Order of St. 
Auſtin, and in honour of the aſſumption of the Bleſſed Virgin St. Mary: 


For he having been very ſtubborn and undutiful to his Prince, and a 
great ſtickler in ſome dangerous commotions, when growing in years, 
meditated the expiation of ſuch crimes, by founding and endowing 
of this, and ſome other houſes of religion : and into this, after the 


ſame was finiſhed, he entered himſelf a Canon regular, with the con- 


ſent of his Lady Amicia, where he lived in that profeſſion fifteen years, 


and there died and was buried 1167 (a). In the ſame ſtrain of devo- 


tion, this great Earl founded a Monaſtery for Ciſtercian or white Monks 


at Gerendon in this county ; and that his Lady might ſympathize with 
him in ſuch a dereliction of the world, he and ſhe, or one of them, 


founded a Nunnery at Nuneaton in Warwickſhire, where ſhe, by his 
conſent, inrolled herſelf a Nun, and in that profeſſion there died (5).” 


(a) H. Knighton, () Dug. Warwickſhire. 


C THE 
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« Tar ſon of this Robert Boſſu was Robert Blanchmains, of whom 
more allo 1a another place will be mentioned ; he married Petronell, 
daughter of Hugh Grantmeiſnel, Baron of Hinckley, and Lord High 
Steward of England, which Lady Petronell built a fair Church to the 
ſaid Abby, which was dedicated in the year 1279, and was buried in 
tie Choir thereof before the High Altar. It is memorable alſo of this 
Lady, that in a devotional fit, ſhe made a long rope or plat of her 
own hair to be uſed with a pulley to draw up the great lamp, or light 


in the Choir, which was afterwards kept and ſhewed there for ſome 


time as a precious relick. 


« THOUGH this great Abby was not always, and to all purpoſes reck- 
oned amongſt the mitred Abbies, which where held by barony, and 
whoſe Abbots were ſummoned to fit with the Peers in Parliament ; yet 
in revenue and ſtate it far exceeded many of the other; the firſt 
founder being very liberal in its endowments, beſides the liberality of 
many ſubſequent benefactors. The more eminent and hofpitable it 
alſo was, in regard to its excellent and convenient ſituation, being a com- 
petent diſtance from the town, fo that it was not crowded with other 
houſes, or town-bound : it was ſeated in an extraordinary rich and fer- 
tile ſoil, both giving and receiving a delicate proſpect, and having all 
imaginable accommodations for receipt and proviſions, in its demeſns, 
granges, paſtures, fecdings, tyths, mills, woods, fiſhings, boons, rents, 
tenants, &c. and ſtanding juſt upon the great road from London into 
the North; it was frequented and gave entertainment to perſons of all 
qualities, and gave great relief to the neighbourhood, and poor of the 
country. And here it would not be improper to give ſome account of 
an inventory of the lands and poſſeſſions of this Houſe, which indeed 


were many and large, and, I preſume, we ſhall not be able to attain 


the 
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the knowledge, or diſcovery of them all. (a) But ſo much touching the 
ſame as can be collected out of the Regiſtry of this Abby, ſtill preſerved 
= MW in 

(a) The poſſeſions of this great Abby from the ſame MSS, * The Founder thereof, Robert 


Boſſue, Earl of Leiceſter, found in St. Mary's Church of the Caſtle of Leiceſter, certain Canons 


ſecular, there placed and endowed by his father, Robert, Earl of Mellent, which Canons, with 
all their poſſeſſions, he tranſplanted to this Abby of St. Mary of the Meadows, viz, Five yard- 


land without the North gate, and eight dwelling-houſes. And in another part of the city 


three yard-land, and three bouates of land, and 61. per annum, in Leiceſter, with all the Churches 


of Leiceſter, both within and without the walls, that were at his diſpoſal, and all the profits there- 
unto belonging. Alſo the Church of Lileburn, with the lands and tithes thereunto belonging, and 
60s. per annum rent in that town, Alſo three carucates, and one yard-land in Thurmodeſton. 
Alſo one yard-land of the gift of Iſabella bis mother, in Burton. Alſo in Sagrave fix carucates 
and three bouates of land: and the entire Manor of Asfordby, with the mills, &c. All which 
were the poſſeſſions of the Canons of the Church of St. Mary, within the Caſtle. The Founder 
allo gave to his new Abby one carucate of land at the North Bridge, near to the coinage of 
money. Alſo the houſes that Gilbert, the Dean, held of him at the South Gate; alſo the mill 
that had been the Biſhop's. Alſo all that Oſbert the Chaplain held of him in the Soke of Sche- 
piſhed, and in the Soke of Halſo, together with all the Churches of both Sokes, and the Church 
of Sygreſham, in the pariſh of Brachaloi, with the lands, tithes, xc. Alſo the Church of Indefby, 
in Bercheſcire, with all lands, tithes, &c. Alſo he gave them every day three loads of wood for 
fewel, out of his foreſts, with free feeding for their cattle there, without pawnage. And theſe 
were all the poſſeſſions the Founder gave in the firſt Charter. By which he confirmed alſo all 
the gifts that had been given by others, viz. the Church of Thurnby, of the gift of Radulphus 


Pincerna ; and the Church of Thedyngworth, of the gift of Robert Pincerna, fon of Radu!phus. 


The Churches of Clefton and Thorp Juxta, Melton, and one mark rent per annum, in Leiceſter, 


of the gift of Eruald de Boſco. The Church of Bulkynton, half a hide of land in Brankot, and a 


meadow in Weſton, of the gift of Roger de Watevile, with all lands, tithes, &c. And the lands 


in Bruntingthorpc, which Steward Pitefiridus held of him, of the gift of the ſame Steward.” 


« The Founder alſo further gave unto the Abbot and Convent, the Church of Coſby, that had 
belonged to the Church of St. Auguſtine of Leiceſter. Alſo the Church of Enderby, and the 
Chapel of Weſton. Alſo the Stockin, beſides the fee of Radulphus Friday, together with the mill 
of Belgrave. Alſo two yard-land at the Weſt gate. Alſo the whole Manor of Pynſlad, with four 
yard-land there. Alſo the whole Manor of Knyton, one yard-land at Whatton, and 3000 eels 


to 


3 
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in that noble treaſury of Antiquities, Sir Robert Cotton's library, or 


other good evidence. How it ſtood in honour, and parliamentary pri- 


vilege, 
to be taken at Nuneaton ; by which Charter alſo, he releaſeth to the Abbot and Convent their 
ſervants, tenants, and velleins all ſervices whatſoever. Alſo they had five ſhillings and fix-pence 
yearly rent in Bruntingthorpe, out of one croit, and one bouate of land of the lands of Thomas 
Walche. And the Counteſs Amicia, wife of the Founder, gave to the Monaſtery four pound: 
yearly rent out of certain lands in Everlas or Everly, confirmed to them afterwards by Earl Ro- 


bert ſon of the Founder.“ 


ee Then comes Robert Blanchmain's, ſon of the Founder, and he, by his Charter, confirmed al! 
that his father and others had given to this Houſe. As of the gift of the Fonnder, the Manor of 
Knighton, with the mill, &c. of the gift of the Counteſs Amicia, the four pounds in Everly, of 


the gift of Ernald de Boſco, the Churches of Thorp, Evinton and Humberſtone, the Place of 
Stockingforth, and 40s. in Welton, of the gift and confirmation of the Founder. Alſo profits of 


the houſes that Godwinus Bena held, viz. 48. in Leiceſter, the land which Joceinus had given 
Mareſcallus : Five eſſarts on the North of his wood, and the ground before the Chapel. The 


land called Nedebettle, of the gift of Gaulfidus de Turville. One carucate of land, of the 
gift of William de Alnei, part of his wood, with all eſſarts there of, And the Church of Aldeby, 
the Stocton, and the mill of Belgrave, of the gift of the Founder,” 


The ſaid Robert, the ſon, alſo gave tothe Abbot and Convent, one ſtag on the day of the 
Aſſumption, and another on day of the Nativity of the Bleſſed W irgin Mary, yearly ; and liberty 


of fiſhing in his great pool, at Grooby, four days in the year, viz. the vigils of the Purification, 


the Annunciation, the Aſſumption, and the Nativity of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and paſturage 


at Desforth, for ten cows and two acres of alnete, between the highway and the land, which 
Mr, Radulphus de Wolſcroft held.“ 


« After him Robert Fitz-Parnell, by his Charter, confirmed all that his grandfather or others 
had given; and further gave to the Abbot and Convent, paſturage in the foreſt of Leiceſter, be- 


tween the way to Grooby, and the way to Anſty ; and one load of wood every day in that foreſt. 


He alſo gave them 24 yard- land in the ville of Anſtey, and four cottages, with their tofts,” 


cc Alſo, the ſaid Robert Fitz-Parnell, gave them lands at Farnigo, and Sypreſham, and Weſt. 
cote ; with appurtenances, which Earl Robert, his grandfather, had given to the Church of Lin- 
coln, in exchange for the Manor of Knyton, &c. and this was for their lands in Asfordby, and Se- 
grave, which by aſſent and compromiſe, were given to the Church of Lincoln, for peace - ſake.“ 


The 
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vileze, we come now to enquire. And for this purpoſe, we muſt know, 
that all Monaſterie:, had a Chief, commonly called Abbot or Prior, 


Cznozbiarcha ; 
The Counteſs Pz:r-nill or Parnell, confirmed all that her ſon Robert had given; and fur- 


ther gave them all her meadows in Thurmodeſton, called Bellohokm, and her houſes in Leiceſter, 
with land and a garden beyond the Weſt bridge.“ 


« This Petronell, by her huſband, Robert Blanchmaines, had iſſue Robert Fitz-Parnell, who 


died without iſſue, and two daughters, Amicia and Margaret. Simon Montfort married Ami- 
cia, and Saer de Quincy married Margaret, who, upon the death of F itz-Parnell, divided the 
great inheritance of their anceſtors. Simon Montford gave to this Abby a wood, called Done- 


land, and land and wood towards Aneſty, which was called Oſulueſhawe, and one piece of land 
that William de Belgrave held.” 


« Then Simon Montford, the younger, confirmed all that his father and anceſtors had given, 
and further gave them, by feoſment, three hundred acres of land and wood in the foreſt of Lei- 
ceſter, adjoining which land lay from the road of Anſley croſs to Dalſyke, and from Dalſyke 
beyond Storkyſhull unto Oldfield, over-againſt Cropſton; and from Oldfield along by the 


fields of Belgrave, and all the Cleyheges with the veſture thereof.” 

« Alſo Margaret de Quincy confirmed all that her anceſtors had given, and further gave to the 
Abbot and Convent, one yard-land lying in Schepiſhed, with a toft, croft, and the mill of Sche- 
piſhed, with a grove of alders adjoining, with all the multure or grinding of Schepiſhed and 
Hathern, and her own houſe in Schepiſhed, and that neither ſhe nor her heirs could ever ere& any 


other mill in Schepiſhed or Hathern, She alſo gave them houſe-bote, and hay-bote, and wood 


out of Charnwood foreſt to repair their houſes and mills, toties quoties. Alſo one ſtag out 


of Charnwood foreſt, yearly, on the day of the Nativity of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary. Alſo ſhe 
granted them their men ſervants and tenants of Brakely, Sygreſham, Weſtcote, Halſo Farnigo, 
Weſton, Clifton, Bulkinton, Brancot, Bernangull, Sow, Merſton, Stocton, Lockynton, Scephiſhed, 
Hemyngton, Anſty, Thurmaſton, Clenfield, and Burton, that they ſhould be quit and free from ; 


all ſecular ſervice, exaQtions, demand, ſuit of court, view of frank pledge, and all foreign ſervice 
whatſoever,” 


Then Roger de Quincy, her ſon, confirms all, and commands R. Chamberlayne, his ſteward, 
to give the Abbot and Convent Seiſin of all; giving them alſo ſeveral loads of wood for firing, 
and the tithe, or tenth of all ſales of wood in his woods of Acle, and Wyffeley, and the right 
ſhoulder of every deer killed in his park of Acle, with liberty to make ſtalls for cattle, and a free 


paſſage 
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Cznozbiarcha ; an Abbat or Abbot, was ſo called from the Syriack 


word Abba, 1d eſt Father ; and Prior from the Latin, denoting his Prio- 


rity, 
paſſage into the foreſt. He alſo gave them one yard of land in Whetſtone, which Richard Kerk 
held, and common in all his property of the foreſt of Leiceſter. Alſo 10s. per annum rent in 
Scheviſby, from the Prior of Chakomb, and 35. 4d. at Hemyngton, from the heirs of Hugh de 
Derby, and his paſtures for their fiſhing in Grooby Pool, Alſo the homage and ſervice of Elias 
de Lynſey, and Alice his wife, and of four-yard land of Thurmaſton ; alſo certain lands in Thurs 
maſton, with the ſervices of the tenants ; as alſo of the tenants of the Prior of Cadwell there. 


Afterwards Allan-la-Zouch confirmed all that his anceſtors, Earls of Leiceſter and Wincheſter had 
given to the Monaſtery.” 


e We made mention before of Ernald de Boſco, or de Bois, a good bene factor to this Houſe, in 
reference to whom we may here obſerve, that Robert Earl of Mellent, in Normandy, came in 
with William the Conqueror, and according to the politic proceedings of the Conqueror, who re- 
warded his friends and followers, with the lands and poſſeſſions of the ſubdued Engliſh ; this Ro- 
bert obtained the Earldom, conſulate, or government of T.eiceſter, with vaſt poſſeſſions both in 
this and other countries, which deſcended to his ſon Robert Boſſue (who in ſome records is called 
Robert Coezen) our Founder. And then theſe great Normans, to carry on the policy, parcelled 
out great ſhares of their lands to their followers and ſervants, amongſt whom Ernald de Bois, 
ſteward to Robert Boſſue, had a large partage, and ſymboliſing with his lord's devotion, he gave 
to this Monaſtery (as in part ſpecified before) the Church of Clifton, with the Chapels of Wavere 
(Brown's Over) and Rugby ; the Church of Thorp near Melton, and thoſe of Humberſtone 


and Evyngton.” 


ce To this Ernald ſucceeded three Ernalds de Bois ſucceſſively. And we find the ſecond Ernald 
confirming all that his father had given; and alſo all that Roger de Watevill had given, men- 


tioned before, for he was heir to this Watevill, adding ſome land with a meadow and park at 
Craſwell.” 


«© Then Ernald de Bois the third, confirmed all that his grandfather, or father had given, and 
further gave himſelf one bovate of land, in Thorp-Ernald, with a toft and croft, and common 


of paſture, for ſix ſcore of ſheep, and ten acres of meadow, in a certain place called Reading- 
walde.“ 


After, 
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rity, being both ſpiritual Governors, having rule, and pre- eminence 
over a religious houſe. And ſome of theſe were mitred Abbots, and 
Q | Barons 


« After him, Ernald the fourth, confirms all again, and further grants to the Abbot and Con- 


vent, common for ten cattle, viz. for eight oxen and two cows, with his cattle in his own paſ- 


tures.” 8 1 

« Afterwards King Stephen, by Charter, makes a confirmation of all hitherto. Alſo twenty 
meaſures of {alt out of the Wiches, of the gift of Waleran, Earl of Mellent, and two carucates 
of land in Rolei, called Hanecheſtoft, with the wood adjoining, of the gift of Ranulph, Earl of 
Cheſter, giving and granting to them alſo all freedom from ſecular ſervice, with liberty to hold 
Courts, with ſaca and ſoca, toll, and team, and all other cuſtoms and privileges as he has granted 
to any Church within his land,” 


*« In the next place, King Henry II. by Charter, confirms all that the Founder, or others 
had given, or ſhould give to the Abby. And alſo, the Churches of Chaptoft, [Knaptoft] Er- 


deſby, and Stanton. The Church of Langton, with the Chapels of Thorp, and Tirlington, 
of the gift of W. de Novo Mercato, and Roger de Bordeni. The Church of Baro, [Barrows] 


of the gift of Ranulph Earl of Cheſter, with the Chapels of Quorndon, with the lands, tithes, 
&c. and one carucate of land, of the gift of his demeſns in Baro, and Quorndon, The Church 
of Narboro, with the Chapel of Huncote, of the gift of Roger Earl of Warwick. A meadow 
in Seggiſwould, of the gift of Galfridus de Dalby. The Ville of Cankyſbyry, with the mill, 
the cliffe, and 20 acres of land in Haddon, and the Church of Adeſtok, of the gift of W. 
Avonel. One yard-land in Eſſewell, of the gift of H. Tuchet. Two parts of the garbs of the 
demeſns of Gayam, of the gift of Hugh de Diva. The mill of Belgrave, and Villa of Stock- 


ton, of the gift of Robert Earl of Leiceſter. The moiety of the Church of Cheſham, and the 
Church of Bilſdon, with the Chapels of Rolſton, and Godeby, of the gift of Robert de Sifre- 


walt, The Church of Scharubrok, of the gift of W. Tricket. The Church of Byllyng, of 
the gift of W. Barre. The Churches of 'Thornton, and Sygreſham, of the gift of F. Sorell. 
The Church of Blaby,with the Chapel of Thorp, [Counteſs Thorp] of the gift of W. Lodbrook. 
The Church of Boſworth, [Bareſworth] and one curucate of land there, of the gift of Robert 
de Boſworth, [Bareſworth] and one yard-land in the ſame, of the gift of Roger Samſon. The 
Church of Kenel{worth, [North Kilworth] of the gift of Robert Rabaz. Two yard-land in 
Muſele, of the gift of Reginald de Muſele. One yard-land in Humberſfone, of the gift of 
Redulphus de Martinwaſt. One yard-land in Norton, of the gift of Robert de Burton. The 
Churches of Barkby, and Hungerton, with the Chapels, of the gift of Walter de Power, 
The Church of Eyton, [Eaton], of the gift of William de Evermon, The Churches of Eſt 


well, 
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Barons of Parliament, and thoſe that were mitred, or Lords of Par- 


liament, were exempted from the juriſdiction of the dioceſian, having 


within themſelves Epiſcopal Authority, within their precincts, and 


were called Abbots Sovereign. And as there were Abbots, ſo there 


well, and Bitoſwell, of the gift of. Robert de Araby. The Church of Cudworth, [Warwick 


ſhire], with the hermitage, the wood of Berewood, and the mill, of the gift of Hugh de Ar- 
den. One carucate in Sutton, of the gift of Galfridus de Craft. One carucate in Stoke, of 


the gift of Robert de Craft. The Church of Craft, of the gift of Radulph de Turvill. One 
bovate of land in Shuckberg, of the gift of Oſbert de Lemingtons. The Churckes of Anlep, 
[Wanlip], and fix-yard land in the ſame town, of the gift of Richard PAbbe, Oue curacat 
of land in Empyngs, of the gift of the ſaid Richard, Three yard-Jand in Kilby, of the gift 
of Willlam de Kilby. Five yard-land in Bitoſwell, of the gift of Godefridus Patrock. One 


carucate of land in Thedingworth, of the gift of William de Kereby. The whole manor of 


Cokeram, of the gift of William de Lancaſtre, with the Churches of the ſame town, and the 
Chapels of Elhale. The Church of Quenburg, [Queniborough], with the lands, tithes, &c. 
of the gift of Radulphus de Quenberg. One yard-land in Lilburn, of the gift of Richard 
Abbe. Three yard-land in the ſame, of the gift of Galfridus de Dalby. One yard-land in 
Foxton, of the gift of Robert de Cotes. The Church of Thedingworth, of the gift of Radul- 
phus Pincerna. The Churches of Cripton, and Hareſtan, of the gift of Robertus, the ſon of 
Radulphus, ſo as, neverthe'eſs, that his ſon Gervaſe ſhould enjoy the ſame during his life, 
And then King John, by his Charter, confirms all together with the exchanges that had been. 
made with the Biſhop of Lincoln, mentioned before. Alſo, within the gift of the Founder was. 
comprized the Abby-gate, a ſtreet of houſes, beyond St. Sonday's bridge, heretofore belong - 
ing to the Abby, Beſides all which, it appears, that ſeveral other Churches, tithes, lands, and 
poſſeſſions were impropriated, and given reſpectively to this Abby, as the manor of Ingarſby, 
or the greateſt part thereof, ſometime belonging to the Lords Percy, and by them given to this 
Abby. Several lands in Kilby held by this Abby iu Frankalmoign, of the gift of William la 
Zouch. The Church of Lokington, with the Chapel of Heminton. The Church of Shepeſ- 
head, beſides the lands and privileges therein, before mentioned. The Church of T hurnby, 
in this county, being given to this Abby, as is mentioned before, and propriated thereunto ;, 
Stoughton fell in with the ſame, as being within the pariſh of Thurnby, near unto Fhich they 
had a great grange, with excellent fiſh-pools belonging to it, where ſtores, and proviſions of 
corn, grain, cattle, fiſh, fruits, &c, were made and layed in, for the uſe ant maintenance of the 


Abbot, and Convent.” 
were 
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were Lords Priors, alſo, who had both exempt juriſdiction, and were 
Lords of the Parliament. In the reign of King Henry III. when 
ſummons of Peers to Parliament, became more certain then before, all 
the Abbots, and Priors, of quality, were ſummoned to Parliament (a), 
and in the nine- and- fortieth year of his reign, no leſs then ſixty- four 
Abbots, and thirty-ſix Priors were ſummoned to Parliament. But in 
ſubſequent Parliaments their numbers were uncertain, ſometimes more, 
and ſometimes lads: For when Parliaments became more frequent, 
Abbots, and Priors, that lived at great diſtance, by reaſon of age, or 
infirmities, or idleneſs, or comparative inability of their houſes, ob- 
tained leave to be freed of their honourable but troubleſome attendance 
in Parliament. For in thoſe days there was not ſuch labouring to be 
Parliament Men, as now we ſee there is, it being anciently eſteemed 
a great a burden, and a trouble to ſerve in that office, in either of the 
Houſes, and therefore the Knights and Burgeſſes of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, had wages from the ſeveral counties, and places, for which 
they ſerved. But now we ſee many thouſand pounds ſpent in an 
Election, where perſons out of faction, ambition, or ſome private 
deſign or intereſt, labour to be choſen Members of Parliament, a 


matter much wiſhed, and ſometimes endeavoured to be regulated by 


a law. But to return to our ſpiritual Barons.” 


« KING Edward III. was the firſt that fixed upon a ſet number of 
Abbots, and Priors, to be ſummoned unto Parliaments, and after him 
they ſettled into the number of ſix- and- twenty, which are generally 
reckoned theſe ;” | 


(a) Dorf, Clauſ. IV. 9. Hen. III. M. 11. 


2. St. 
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I. St. Alban's. (a) | I5. Shrewſbury. 
2. Glafſenbury, | p | 16. Glouceſter, 
3. St. Auſtin's, Cant. | 17. Bardney. 
4. Weſtminſter, | 18, Benet in Holm, 
5. St. Edmund's Bury, 19. Thorney. 
6. Peterborough. 20. Ramſey. 
7. Colcheſter. | 21, Hide. 
8. Everſham. | 22. Malmeſbury. 
9. Winchelcomb. | 23. Cirenceſter, 
10. Crowland, 224. St. Mary, York. 
11. Battell. 25. Selby. 
12, Reading. 4256. Prior of St. John of Je- 
13. Abingdon. | ruſalem, firſt Baron of 
14. Waltham, England. 


ALL theſe held of the King in Capite, per Baroniam : And if the 
King had called an Abbot, or Prior, by writ, to Parliament, who 
held not of the King per Baroniam, he might take his liberties, and 
refuſe to fit, and ſerve in the Parliament: And though ſuch an one 
had been often called by writ, he might have obtained a diſcharge 
from that ſervice, as ſeveral did, amongſt which the Abbot of Lei- 
ceſter was one: For in the reign of King Edward III. it was, that 
this Abbot obtained a diſcharge from the King by his patent, becauſe 
he held not of the Kiny by barony, and that his predeceſſors had not 
been conſtantly ſummoned, but interpolatis vicibus only, after the 
49th year of King Henry III. The words of the patent itſelf are 
theſe :” 


(a) Abhots and Priors, Barons of Parliament. 


Rex 
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« RxEx omnibus ad quos, &c. Salutem. Supplicavit nobis dilectus 
nobis in Chriſto Abbas de Leceſtria, ut eum Abbatia ſua prædicta per 
Robertum Fitz-Robert de Melan | Mellent] dudum comitem Leyceſtriæ, 
fundata ſuiſſet in puram et perpetuam eleemoſynam, et advocatus ſive 
patronatus ejuſdem ad manus Domini H. quondam Regis Angliæ pro- 
avi noſtri, per foris facturam Simonis de Monteforti tune Comitis 
Leyceſtriæ et patroni ejuſdem devenerit, idemque Abbas aliqua terras 
ſeu tenementa de nobis per Baroniam leu alio modo non tenet, per 
quod ad Parlamenta ſeu Conſilia, noſtra venire teneatur, nec aliquis 
prædeceſſorum ſuorum ante, quadrageſimum nonum annum dicti pro- 
avi noſtri, poſt foris facturam præd: Simonis (quo anno omnes Ab- 
bates et Priores regni noſtri Angliæ, ad Parlamentum ejuſdem proavi 
noſtri tune tentum voluntarie Summoniti fuerunt) Summonitus exti- 
terit, velimus ipſum Abbatem de hujus modi adventu ad Parliamen- 
tum facto exonerati. Et quia viſis cartis et Confirmationibus de terris . 
et tenementis eidem Abbatiæ datis et conceſſis in rotulis Cancellariæ 
noſtræ irrotulatis compertum eſt, quod dicta Abbatia per prædictum 
Robertum Fitz-Robert de Melan, tune Comitem Leyceſtriæ, fundata 


erat in puram et perpetuam eleemoſynam, et non invenitur in rotulis 
præd: quod prædictus Abbas aliqua terras ſeu tenementa de nobis te- 


net per Baroniam, ſeu aliquo alio Servicio, nec quod prædeceſſores 
ſui Abbates loci prædicti ad aliqua Parlamenta progenitorum noſtro- 
rum ante præd: quadrageſimum nonum annum dicti proavi noſtri 
aut poſtmodum continue, ſed vicibus interpolatis, Summoniti fuerint. 
Nolentes ipſum Abbatem indebite fic vexari, conceſſimus pro nobis 
et hæredibus noſtris, quod idem Abbas, et Succeſſores ſui de veniendo 
ad Parlimenta et Confilia noſtra vel hæredum noſtrorym, de Cætero 
quieti ſint et exonerati inperpetuum, ita ſemper quod dictus Abbas et 

R | Succeſſores 
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Succeſſores ſui in procuratores ad hujus modi Parlamenta et Conſilia 
per Clerum mittendos conſentiant, et ut moris eſt expenſis contribu- 
ant eorundem. In Cujus, &c. Teſte Rege apud Weſtmonaſterium 
XV die Februar. Per petitionem de Parlamento.“ 


« Tu Parliament wherein this was obtained, was ſummoned by 
writs, dated 1-5 Novembris, 25 Ed. III. to fit upon St. Hillary's day 
following, which is the thirticta of January, and the 15 of February 
following (in the 26th year of his reign, he beginning the 25th of 
January) this patent or grant, is dated: And in the cloſe rolls of that 
ſummons of 25 Ed. III. the Abbot's name is cancelled, and theſe 
words are written againſt it, Abbas Leceſtriz cancellatur quia habet 
Cartem Regis quod non Compellatur venire ad Parlamentum. Yet in 
27 Ed. III. the Abbot of Leiceſter appears ſummoned again to that 
great Councel, held in that year at Weſtminſter ; as alſo in the nine- 
and-twentieth year of that King ; but his name is there alſo again 
cancelled, and the ſame words written over-againſt it as before; fo 


hard a thing was it to get ſo great a priviledge, as that was then 


eſteemed, to be compleated.” E 


* AND in thoſe days when multitudes of Abbots, and Priors were 
called to Parliament, by writ; it may be obſerved by the records, 
that ſeveral Maſters of Orders, Officials, Deans, and Priors of Cathe- 
dral Churches, whoſe Convents were Chapters to them, and the 


Biſhops were called alſo by writs to Parliament. But then, in time, 


they, and all ſuch as held not by Barony, but were called only by 
writ, upon petition, that they and their houſes were burdened by their 
attendance in the Parliament, obtained diſcharges for them, and their 
ſucceſſors, amongſt which, as is ſaid before, the Abbot of Leiceſter was 


One, 
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one, whoſe name we find not in the foregoing liſt, For, the Abby 
of Leiceſter, as hath been ſaid before, being founded by Robert Boſ- 
ſue, Earl of Leiceſter, (although the patronage thereof came to the 
Crown, by the forfeiture of Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leiceſter) ; 
yet, being of a ſubject's foundation, it could not be held per Baroniam, 
and fo the Abbot was incapable to be legally called to the Parliament; 
whereupon the King, upon the petition, and agency of William le 
Clown, an eminent Abbot, of that place, did grant, that the ſaid 


Abbot, and his ſucceſſors, ſhould for ever after be eaſed, and diſ- 
charged of their attendance in Parliament; for which the ſaid William 


le Clown, is celebrated as a great benefactor to his houſe. The like 
liberty the Prior of Coventry alſo obtained. And fo was it adjudged 
in the Parliament at York, in the caſe of the Abbot of St. James, 
near Northampton. Having mentioned that William le Clown, as. 


benefactor to this Monaſtery, for the purpoſe aforeſaid, it will not, 
I hope, be amiſs to give you a further inventory of his good qualities, 
and virtues, as I find them recorded, with ſome admiration, by a 


Canon of that houſe. ---He was a lover of peace; ſtudious of the re- 
formation; of a pleaſing aſpect, both to his ſuperiors, and his inferiors. 


By his good example, the Members of his houſe grew ſo noted, and 
eminent, that in his time two of them were called forth, and choſen 


Abbots, viz. one of the Monaſtery of Miſſienden, and the other of 
Wellow : Two others to be Priors, one of Fortington, and the other 
of Motſonde. Two, out of extreme devotion, turned Anchorites, 
one at Cheſter, the other at Leiceſter, in St. Michael's Church there: 
And two others promoted to good Eccleſiaſtical benefices. In his 
time, two Churches were appropriated to his Abby, viz. Hungurton, 
and Humberſtone: And two Manors obtained, Ingwardeby, and 

| | Kirby 
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Kirby Malore ; with divers lands, rents, and poſſeſſions in ITerty- 
ſhorn, Mouſeley, Byteſwell, Leiceſter, Humberſtone, Belgrave, Dalby, 
and Buſtalle, beſide the Charter of privilege for not coming to Parlia- 
ment, before mentioned. He obtained alſo, that upon vacancy, by 
death of the Abbot, the King's Exchequer ſhould not enter into or 
upon any of the poſſeſſions of the Monaſtery, but upon the ſcite of 
the Abby only, and that there he ſhould ſtay but one day and night 
for ſeizing, (for in ſuch caſes theſe Officers would be very trouble- 


ſome and chargeable) and this by Charter from King Edward III. 
ratiſied and confirmed by his ſucceſſor King Richard IT. And with 
all perſons he was ſo taking, that none could ſcarcely deny him any 
thing, inſomuch, that to humour the King, who extreamly delighted 
in dogs, and hunting, he obtained a market for hounds, and all kind 
of dogs for hunting, in which ſports he frequently accompanied the 
Kin g, Prince, and great Lords ; but he would privately tell his friends, 
that he tcok no other delight in thoſe ſports, but to gain opportunity 
to inſinuate with thoſe great men, for ſome advantages to his houſe. 
And after he had moſt commendably governed his Abby thirty-three 
years, he died the 11th of the Calends of February An. Dom. 1 377.” 


« OTHER Abbots alſo of note have been of this houſe, amongſt 
which Gilbert Foliot is very memorable, and in this Bale hath diſco- 
vered the error of Matthew Weſton ; who ſaith, he was Abbot of 
Glouceſter. From his regency in this Monaſtery, he was preferred 
to be Biſhop of Hereford, and from thence advanced to London, and 
ſtuck cloſe to his Sovereign King Henry II. in his troubles with 


Thomas Becket, for which he was twice excommunicated by the 


Pope. 
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Pope. And there is this remarkable ſtory related of him, + That 
coming one night from the King, with whom he had held a long 
conference about his ſaid troubles, and muſing thereon, he heard a ter- 
rible unknown voice (as is ſaid) ſpeakto him thus: O, Gilbert Foliot, 
dum revoluis tot et tot, deus tuus eft Aſtarot : which, he taking to 
come from the Devil, anſwered undauntedly thus : mentiris aon, 


Deus meus eſt Sabaoth, and ſo came off without harm.“ 


« PHILI Repindon was firſt Canon, then Abbot of Leiceſter, 
and afterwards Biſhop of Lincoln. He was eminent for wit, learn- 
ing, and other qualities. His wit, which is ſuppoſed to have been 
very modiſh, appears in a ſmart repartee to Alexander Nequam, alias. 


Neckham, from whom having received this ſalute, 


Phi, nota Fætoris, lippus malus omnibus horis : 


Phimalus, et lippus, totus malus ergo Philippus.“ 


He returns thus: 
Et niger, et Nequam, cum ſis Cognomine, Nequam 


Nigrior eſſe potes, Nequior eſſe nequis. 


Which Nequam being ſo liable, in his name, it is alſo ſaid, that 
once ſuing to be admitted into St. Alban's Monaſtery, he received 


this anſwer: 
Si bonus ſis, venias, fi nequam, nequaquam.”” 


« AND to prevent the like again, he is ſaid to have changed his 
name to. Neckham. But, to return to Philip Repingdon : He was 
8 at 
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at the firſt, a great defender of the Doctrines of John Wickliff : But 


afterwards, by promiſes, or threats, taken off; he recanted at Paul's 


- Croſs, and was made Abbot of Leiceſter ; afterwards Biſhop of Lin- 


coln, and laſtly, Cardinal of St. Nereus, and Achilleus, by Pope 
Gregory the Twelfth, and became ſuch a perſecutor of the Wiclevi- 


ans, that he was therefore commonly called Philip Rampington.“ 


« HENRY de Knighton, ſo called, becauſe born at Knighton, a 
neighbouring town, was a Canon of this houſe, Mr. Burton being 
miſtaken, when he ſays he was Abbot there. But, as he was, he 
did well in his time, writing a uſeful hiſtory, De eventibus Angliæ: 
In the firſt ſeven books, whereof, he 1s tranſcriber only of Ranulphus 
Ceſtrenſis, after which he goes on with his own collections, to the 
depoſition of King Richard II. in whoſe time he lived ; in which 
work of his, ſeveral material circumſtances may be found, which 


may in vain be ſought elſewhere.” 


« To omit many other memorable perſons that had reſidence in 
this great Abby, certain it is, that it flouriſhed a great while, being very 
opulent in revenues, and thence enabled to be, on all occaſions, ſub- 


ſidiary to the King, charitable to the neighbourhood, and the poor, 


and hoſpitable to ſtrangers and travellers.” 


« In the year 1337, King Edward III. had a tax of wool through- 
out England, and from this Abby had eighteen ſacks, every ſack 
valued at 19 marks; ſeveral Kings have here been entertained, and 
lodged, in their journies to and from the North ; particularly, a great 
entertainment, and lodging was once here given to King Richard II. 
and 


IN LEICESTERSHIRE, 73 


and his Queen, with their retinue, amongſt which were the Duke of 
Ireland, Earl of Suffolk, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Biſhops of chi- 
cheſter, &c, It is well known that the great Cardinal Wolſey, in the 
reign of King Henry VIII. falling into the King's diſpleaſure, and 
being arreſted and ſent for to London, to make his anſwer in his 
paſſage qut of the North, took this Abby in his way, where he died, 
and was there buried ; Ow ſtory, and fate, is at large related by all 
the writers of thoſe times.” 


« Ax as thoſe of this religious foundation were not wanting in 
their charity, and relief to others, ſo were they, upon occaſion, no 
leſs careful of their own rights, of which I ſhall deliver one memora- 
ble paſſage or two.“ | 


e In the reign of King Edward IIT. a very great difference hap- 
pened between the Abbot of Leiceſter and John Laurence, and Ste- 
phen Laurence his brother, and other inhabitants of Belgrave, the 
next neighbouring town, about the bounds, and limits of their fields, 
and grounds, in a eertain place called the Stocking. Upon which, 
one night, the men of Belgrave, in a tumultuary and riotous manner, 
pulled up the fences that the Abbot had made in that place; and not 
therewith content, but more to deſpite the Abbot, and Monks, they 
ſtopt up the fols-way over the river Soar, and made barricadoes at the 
end of their bridge, inſomuch that the tenants of the Abby could not 
bring, with carriages, the uſual proviſions to the Abby, to the great 
grievance of the Convent. Whereupon the Abbot was conſtrained 
to obtain the King's writ to certain Juſtices aſſigned to make enquiry 
into the miſdemeanor, viz. Sir Robert Herle, Sir John de Folvil; 
Simon Pakeman, and Laurence Hauberk ; before whom twenty-and- 

five 
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five men of Belgrave were indicted for the offence ; and being found 
guilty, the ring- leader, John Laurence, was bound in 40ol. for better 
behaviour, and payed 100 ſhillings for damages: All the reſt who 
had been drawn in, upon ſuit made by ſome great men on their 
behalf, had only a fine of ten pounds fet upon them, to be paid a- 
mongſt them all, and were pardoned, upon condition, that they 
ſhohld repair the foſs way at Coweſwath, and clear the way from 
thence to the bridge, along the Wylwes, and to the Penny- green; 
and ſhould lay the way open over the bridge again: And the ſaid John 
Laurence to releaſe all the right that he claimed to have in that place 


where the Abbot's fences had been pulled up. And ſo the difference 
was finally ended.” | 


„ In the 33d year of King Edward III. John de Arden, a power- 
ful man in Warwickſhire, impleaded the Abbot of Leiceſter, for the 
Manor of Berewod, and the advowſon of Curdworth, in the county 
of Warwick, given to the Canons of this houſe, by ſome of his an- 
ceſtors ; whereupon the Abbot, fearing partiality in the hearing of 
the cauſe, for it was to be tried at Warwick, procured the King's 
letters to the Judges of that circuit, viz. Sir John de Mowbray, and 
Thomas de Hugglby, requiring them to do equal right, whereupon 
verdict and judgment paſſed for the Abbot.” 


AFTER this account there is nothing in the MSS. particularly re- 
lating to this houſe. The writer proceeds to give you an account of 
the diſſolution of religious houſes in general, things too well known 
to be admitted here ; I ſhall therefore proceed” to give ſome account, 
from what I have gathered, rel] pecting the diſſolution of this houſe 
in particular, 
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Tur firſt Abbot of this houſe was Richard =====-, admitted 
A. D. 1144.— William de Ketewyke A. D. 1167. --- William de 
Brooke in 117 3.=-= Paul- in 1186.---William Pepyn in 1205. 
8 Oſbert 1224. Mathias ------ 1229. --- Alen de Cheſtre- 
ham 1235. Robert Fomityn 1244. --- Henry Rothely 1247. --- 
William Schepiſhed 1270. --- William Malverne 1291.--- Richard 
Towers 1317.--- William Cloune 1345.--- William Kirby 1377. 
--- Philip Repyndon 1394. --- Richard Rothely 1405. --- Wil- 
lian Sadington 1420. —- John Pomery 1442. John Schepihead 
1474.--- Gilbert Mancheſter 1485.---John Penny 1496 () --- Ri- 
chard Pexal 1509.---John Bouchier 1534. This was the laſt Abbot 
of this houſe ; and like many others, at firſt gave way to Henry: the 
Eighth's will, by ſubſcribing to his ſupremacy over the Church; but 
when he became perfectly acquainted with the intentions of that royal 
plunderer, he withſtood, with manly reſolution, the general wreck of 
religious inſtitutions : for when he and the Canons were menaced by 
'Henry's viſitors, they boldly refuſed to give up this Abby, till they 
were threatened, as was then cuſtomary, with being guilty of the 
fouleſt crimes, with beaſts and with each other, 


Tux following letter, written to Lord Cromwell by one of the 
Commiſſioners, ſoon after the ſurrender of this Abby, will inform 


the reader of ſome particulars which cannot fail to be acceptable. 


(a) He was made Biſhop of Bangor, and in 150g, tranſlated to Carliſle, He was a conſi- 
derable bene factor W the rebuilding of St. Margaret's Church, Leiceſter; and he dying 
at the Abby, ordered his body to be buried in that Church, in which an alabaſter monu- 
ment was placed to his memory. This monument is ſtill remaining, at nearly the eaſt end 
of the north Ile; it is a whole length figure of bim in his epiſcopal habit; and ſeems to have 


been a work of no inferior merit, 


* My 
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« My molt bounden Dutye remembryd, this is to advertis youre 


good Lordſhippe of the holy Eſtate of the late Monaſtery of Leyceſter, 
in the wiche we have taken the Surrender and feyne of thabbott and 


Convent, and the Writinges. thereof be in. my Cuſtodye. By your 
good Lordſhippes Goodnes towards me I now ame in Poſſeſſion of 
the Houſe and all the Demeſnes wiche was unlett at the tyme of our 
Repare thether. We alſo founde the Houſe was indetty'd to the 
Kinges Heyghnes whereof we make no reconinge of ; and for the Dif. 
charge thereof we have made a Sale of the ſtoke and Store, with the 


Houſhold ſtuffe and Ornaments of the Churche, wiche amount unto 


2281. The Plate is on ſolde, wiche Maiſter Freman takith the charge 


of and is valuyd at by weyght 190 Pounds. The Lead by Eſtyma- 


cion is valuyd at roool. the Bells at 881. for the diſchargeyne of 


thabbott Convent and Servants of the ſeide Monaſtery. there haithe 
beyne payde, as dothe apere more particularly by the Bouke we ſend 
your Lordſhippe, 1491. And for as moche as the Abbot hathe not 
receyvyd of us in redy mony but 20l. he hath requyride me to deſyer 
your Lordſhippe to be ſo good Lorde unto him, as he may have 20 


Pounds or 20 Marks, the Church and Houſe remeynythe as yet un- 


defacede, and in the Churche be many thynges to be made Sale of. 
For wiche that may pleſe your Lordſhippe to let me knowe yowre 


pleyſure; as well for the further Sale to be made, as for the defaſinge 


of the Churche & other ſuperfluous Byldinges wiche be abowt the 
Monaſtery, a hundrithe Marks yerly will not ſuſteyne the Charges in 
repairing this Houſe, that all Byldings be lett ſtande as your Lord- 


ſhippe ſhall knowe more hereafter. Thus I pray Jheſus longe to pre- 


ſerve you in Helthe with much Honore. 
« Written 
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« Written at the late Monaſtery of Leyceſter the 29th Day of Au- 
guſte, by your Lordſhippes moſt bownden Servante. | 


4 Francis Cave.” 


AT the time of the ſurrender of this Monaſtery, there remained in 
charge zl. 6s. 8d. in Fees, and 321. 198. 4d. in Annuities ;. and 
when the King had finally ſeized the valuables of this Abby, and its 
large revenues, he ſettled penſions, for life, upon the following: 
John Bouchier laſt Abbot 200l. Richard Duckett 101. John Buck- 
ſhame 61. Richard Webbe. 61. John Lacye 61. Hugh Sheppey 51. 6s. 


8d. John Revell 51. 6s. 8d. George King 51. 6s. 8d. William Par- 
mother 51. James Lawe 51. and Thomas Weſtus 51. 


HR x it ſeems neceſſary to give ſome account of the death of Car- 
dinal Wolſey, who died at this Abby, who, from an obſcure birth, 
but with great abilities, was made Archbiſhop of York, was raiſed. 
to the dignity of Cardinal, conſtituted Lord High Chancellor of Eng- 
land, commiſſioned to be Legate a Latere, and held the rich Biſhop- 
ricks of Durham and Wincheſter in commendam ; together with: the 
mitred Abby of St. Alban's : and farmed the Biſhopricks of Bath and 
Wells, Hereford and Worceſter, ſo that he was undoubtedly the great- 
eſt pluraliſt in the world. Some have aſſerted, that his annual reve- 
nues exceeded thoſe of the Crown. --- This magnificent Prelate, 
for a time, directed the whole adminiſtration of public affairs. He. 
had in his retinue eight hundred ſervants, among whom were ten 
Lords, ſixteen Knights, and forty Eſquires.---Bat his ambitious ſoul 
was not ſatiated here, he coveted, and he would have: obtained the 
Popedom, had it not been for the Emperor Charles V: At length, 
however, a reverſe of fortune caſt him from his exalted precipice. 


WorLszty 
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WolskEx not readily complying with the laſcivious Henry's will, 


in the divorce of Queen Catharine, occaſioned his once pliant maſter 
to depreſs him with indignities, and ſtrip him at once of all his civil 
employments, holding him up as a ſpectacle of debaſement to his tri- 
umphant enemies. In this change from human ſplendor, he was 
commanded to retire, ſinking under the oppreſſion of wounded pride, 
and ſhaded with indignity, to his See at Vork: thither he went droop- 
ing, knowing it to be in vain to oppoſe the determined will of Henry, 


But the perſecuting hand of malice ſcllowed him; the Earl of 
Northumberland received orders, ſoon after, to arreſt him for high 


treaſon, and to conduct him immediately to London, where he was 
to ſuffer debaſement by a trial in a place where he had lived in the 
greateſt ſplendor of Church and State oſtentation. 1 


Tur unhappy Cardinal was now unable to ſupport himſelf under 
the torturing reflection of his fallen ſtate, and the certainty of the 
death he was doomed to ſuffer, He journeyed with a painful heart and 


agitated mind, unable to ſupport himſelf under the fatigue of his tra- 
vel, which brought on a fatal diſorder, ſo that he with difficulty reach- 
ed Leiceſter-Abby, on Saturday, Nov. 26, 1530. The high eſtima- 
tion Wolſey was in among the religious, and they in Leiceſter-Abby 
hearing of his approach, occaſioned the Abbot and Monks there to 
meet him with much reverence. They received him reſpectfully at 
the gate leading to the Abby, where, after thanking them, with the 
calmneſs and ſincerity of a dying man, for their civility, he ſaid, 
Father Abbot, I am come to lay my bones among you.” As it was 
with much difficulty he ſat his horſe the laſt ſtage thither, he imme- 
diately took to his bed, from whence he never after aroſe, A little 

before 
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before he expired, he deſired Sir William Kingſton, Conſtable of the 
Tower, who had him in charge, to be admitted into his bed-cham- 
ber, that he might bear teſtimony to his dying words, which were as 
follow: | 


« SIR, (ſaid Wolſey) “I watch but God's pleaſure to render 


up my poor ſoul to him, I pray you have me heartily commended 
unto his royal majeſty, and beſeech him, on my behalf, to call to his 


princely remembrance all matters that have been between us, from 
the beginning, and the progreſs ; and eſpecially between good Queen 
Catharine and him, then ſhall his Grace's conſcience know whether 
I have offended him, or not, He is a prince of moſt royal carriage, 
and has a princely heart; but rather than he will miſs or want any 


part of his will, he will endanger one half of his kingdom. I do 
aſſure you, I have kneeled before him ſometimes three hours together, 
to diſſuade him from his will and appetite, but could not prevail, 
Had I (continued he) ſerved God as diligently as I have ſerved the 
king, he would not have given me over in my grey hairs. But this 
is the juſt reward I muſt receive for my diligent pains and ſtudy, not 


regarding the ſervice of my God, but my prince. Therefore let me 
adviſe you, if you be one of the privy council, as by your wiſdom you 
are fit, take heed what you put into the king's head ; for you can 
never put it out again.” This ſpeech was pathetically delivered, to 
Sir William Kingſton, accompanied with a very earneſt recommenda- 
tion to Henry, to ſuppreſs Lutheraniſm, and all other herefies.--= 
This concluded, he, in a few minutes after, expired, on Tueſday 
the 29th of November, 1530 (a), aged 59 years, 

(a) Fides. Rapin ſays, the zoth, and Burnet the 28th of November. The next day he 
was expoſed barefaced, in his coffin, to all who choſe to ſee him, 
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Tas body of the Cardinal grew ſo offenſive on Wednefday, the 
day ſucceeding his deaih, that they were obliged to bury it that night: 
prior to which, after a conſultation among the religious, in the Abby, 
the Abbot, choſe to inform the Mayor of Leiceſter, and his brethren 
the Aldermen, of all the circumſtances that had happened concern- 
ing his deith ; and likewiſe deſired their advice and concurrence re- 
ſpecting the burial of ſo great a man. The Mayor and his brethren, 
after being informed of the particulars of that event, attended the fu- 
neral in the evening with their formalities and in their uniforms. 
The Abbot and the Monks alſo being deſirous of teſtifying their re- 
ſpects to one who had not only raiſed the nation to an envied emi- 


nence, but who had oppoſed, with rigour, the emerging reformation, 
appeared on the occaſion with the utmoſt ſolemnity of their religious 
order, --- The Corpſe being brought to the grand entrance of the 


Abby in a plain wooden ſhell or coffin, in which was placed a Mitre, 
Ring, Paul, and Crucifix, the proceſſion began thence to the Abby. 
Chapel, where the brethren in their monaſtic habits performed ſeveral 
pieces of ſolemn vocal muſic, ſuitable to the occaſion, at the inter- 


ment. | 


IT has been a received opinion, in Leiceſter, that there was buried 
with him a conſiderable quantity of riches, which has cauſed the in- 
habitants of that place, at various times, to dig for them, The error 
has manifeſtly ariſen from the emblems of his dignities accompanying 
his body to the earth; which, if valuable, would not have been ſuf- 
fered long to remain there, as even the bowels of the earth were forced 


to yield their valuable contents to the avaricious Henry's commiſſion- 
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Tris Abby was afterwards given by patent to Mr. Cavendiſh (4) 
for his fidelity to Wolſey, by the king. who it is believed was ex- 
ceedingly ſorry for the ſevere ſteps he had taken againſt the Cardinal. 


Willis ſays, that this Abby was given to the Marquis of Northamp- 
ton A. D. 1551, 4th of Edward VI. 


In the time of Queen Elizabeth, the then Earl of Huntingdon en- 
joyed it, but whether by purchaſe or not, I have not learned. How- 
ever, in the ſucceeding reign, it returned to the Devonſhire family; 
and was the ſeat of the Counteſs of Devon, till the civil war in King 


Charles' time, when it was burnt, which fire left little more remain- 
ing than the walls. 


Wulrx the Counteſs of Devon reſided at this Abby, her gardener 
by digging, imagined he had made a diſcovery of Cardinal Wolſey's 
grave. But the Rev. Mr. Cart converſed with that gardener's grand- 
ſon on this ſubject: my feelings, which ariſe from the reſpe& I owe 
to his memory, dictate to me to give the reader that gentleman's 


words unmutilated, in preference to what I might be able to ſubſti- 
tute. 


As to the great Cardinal Wolſey's Sepulchre the beſt account 
which I have met with is from one Mr. John Haſloe, whoſe Grand- 
father, Arthur Barefoot, was gardener to the Counteſs of Devonſhire, 
who lived in the Abby before the civil war. He tells me, that the 


(a) This Gentleman was a conſtant attendant upon Cardinal Wolſey, as well in his proſ- 
perity as adverſity ; the changes of fortune, which happened to his friend; made no unamiabte 
impreſſion upon his virtuous, noble mind. He accompanied bim, alike, in his diſgrace and in his 
affliction: and at laſt, in the ſad hour of death, his eminent feelings manifeſted his love by a 
ſilent, friendly tear. 


Church 
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Church ſtood, part of it, in what is now a little Garden, and the eaſt 
end of it, in the Orchard (which was formerly called the new Garden) 
where his Grandfather with others digging found ſeveral ſtone Coffins, 
the cavities of which did not lay uppermoſt, but were inverted over 
the Bodies. --- That one of theſe was taken up about fix feet one inch 
long, and four wide, and a foot deep; that it ſeemed very found at 
firſt, but when it was expoſed to the air ſoon mouldered away ; that 
he obſerved, that all of them had a round hole about the middle of 
them near five inches diameter, but for what end he could not tell. 
That among them he diſcovered Cardinal Wolſey's (Mr. Haſloe for- 
gets by what means he knew it) which the Counteſs would not ſuffer 
to be ſtirred, but ordered it to be covered again.””=--It ſeems remark- 
able, that the Cardinal's coffin ſhould be known among others, and 
the reaſon for why it was known ſhould be forgotten.---Theſe coffins 
I am apt to think were laid there long before Cardinal Wolſey's time; 
very likely they might be thoſe of the founder and benefactors, 


TE ſubjoined engraving, which is a view of the preſent ſtate of 
this ſtructure, as the remains of the Counteſs of Deyon's ſeat, will 
convey a juſt, though an aweful picture of the fate of human opera- 


tions. 


Taxis Abby at the ſuppreſſion thereof was eſtimated to expend 
10621, per annum. 


Tas ſituation of this Abby was not leſs eſteemed than the piety of 
its inhabitants has been: through a ſucceſſion of years they ſet a no- 


ble example of charity : the poor of Leiceſter, the neceſſitous wan- 
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derer, and the afflicted, have been often relieved from the boun ty 


of the religious of this houſe. The Kings of England on their paſ- 
ſage to and from the North have frequently viſited it, and ſlept in it. 


THE only religious remains, I think, is its ſouth bounding wall, 
which is in a periſhing ſtate, but the embraſures are in ſome places 
nearly perfect, as is alſo a turret which projects into the river, and is 
rich in years. Within the walls was a place appropriated for an an- 
nual fair (a), Not only within its walls were fine fiſh-ponds 
but without : on the foot road to Belgrave remains a ſtew, which be- 
longed to this houſe, Near this little pond I took the above view of 


the Abby; it ſhews its vicinity to, and may be ſaid to include a view 


of, Leiceſter, 


The College of St. Mary the Lefs. 


Brix in ſome meaſure connected with the Abby, I prefer giving 


an account of it here than under the article Leiceſter. 


CoLLEGE of St. Mary the Leſs, or the Beautiful, (mentioned 
pag. 20 above) was founded before the Conqueſt (5), and during 
the wars in the Conqueror's time, it was deſtroyed with the Caſtle. 
In 1107 it was re-built by Robert Earl Mellent for a Dean and 12 
Prebendaries, and dedicated to St. Mary. Robert Boſſu, Earl of 


Leiceſter, alienated and annexed the greateſt part of its lands and 


tithes to his new Abby (c) Leiceſter. Notwithſtanding there con- 


(a) In Bibl. Harleiana, M. S. 433. fol. 79, licence for a fair within the Abby, and in the 
pariſh of St. Leonard. 


% 


(5) There was afore the conqueſte a collegiate chirche of prebends intra caſtrum. Letax D 
Iten, 


(-) Lands in Bigging was granted to theſe Canons, by Henry de Rokeby, in conſideration 
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tinued a Dean and feven Prebendaries (a), whoſe revenues were ya. 
lued (26 Henry VIII.) at 241. 13s. 11d. per annum. In this 
Church were buried, Henry Earl of Lancaſter, and his fon, Henry, 
the firſt Duke of Lancaſter ; and near the laſt, a lady. Alſo, Con- 
ſtance, daughter of Peter, King of Caſtile, wife of John of Gaunt, 
and two of the Shirley family, who were Enights, and their ladies ; 


a lady Hungerford, and ſeveral other honourable: perſonages (5). 


of their granting the Chapel of Rugby to him. In Regiſtro Joannis de Gynewell Epiſ. Lin- 


coln, fol. 170. Appropriationem Eccl. de Hegham Ferrurs (Northamt.) huic Eccl. Collegi. 
ate A. D. 1357. In Muſeo Britan, M. S. Peck, vol. 4. pat. 28 Ed. I. de Meſſagii in 
Leiceſtre; pat. 33. Ed. III. lib. 1. ſ. viid. ob. annui redditus a decano et Canonicis Novi 
Collegii dandis et aſſignandis. Pat. 10. Hen. IV. p. 2. am. VIII. pro nonullus tenementis in 


villa de Leiceſtre conceſſis decano Sacriſtte et Canonicis 8. Marcae de Caſtro in Leiceſtre. 


Pro Eccl. de Hathern appropriata St. Maria in Caſtro. TAN NEA's SELECTION. 


(a) Sancroft's M. S. Valor and the Records above referred to. Theſe Prebends ſeem to 
have been in the gift of the Abbot of St. Mary Pree; for by pat. 11.Ed. III. and pat. 22 
Ed. III. are given Prebends © in Eccleſia 8. Mariz juxta caſtrum Leiceſtriæ ad donationem 


regis, ra:ioze Abbatiæ St. M.riz de pratis vacantis.” Dr. HuTrTox.. 


(4) There are now remaining in the Newark, three houſes belong ing to the Chantry Prieſts 
of this Church; one of which was purchaſed within this century, for the Vicar of St. Mary's, 


near the Caſtle. 


The following were admitted to the dignity of Dean of this College. — The firſt after its 
foundation, was R*chard de Hanſlip, admitted the gth of the Cal. of April, 135 5.— The next 
was, John Potter, admitted the 5th, of the Id, of January, I 361, who ſucceeded till the 
nomination of William Witkam, who died 1472, 1 have not learned.—William Dudley was 
admitted on the 17th of Auguſt 1472, who reigned, and was ſucceeded by William Chaun- 
tree, the zoth of October 1476. —He was ſucceeded in December 1485, by John Morgan. 
This Dean was promoted to the See of St. David's. Next Robert Middleton was raiſed to the 
dignity, from a Canon of this College, the 5th of December 1496. — He was ſucceeded by 
William Stockdale, D. D. in 1499.—The year following, on the 23d of November, James 
Whiſton, L. L. D. was adraitted,—He was ſucceeded by William Young, L. L. D. on the 
3d of January 1512, who had permiſſion to reſign the ſame year, upon a penſion of 2ol. per 
annum, ſettled to be paid by his ſucceſſor, — William Knight, L. L. D. admitted the 4th of 


December 
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Moſeley College, 
DEDICATED to St. Mary, founded by Sir Roger de Martival, Knigh . 


in the reign of Edward I. He was Archdeacon of Leiceſter, next 


Dean 
December 1512. When Robert Boone the laſt Dean was choſen is uncertain, but he was one 


of thoſe who in 1534 ſubſcribed to Henry VIII. ſupremacy. 


24th April, 11 Henry VI. 1433. Arbitration then had and made by William Ferrar's, Lord 
of Grooby, William Babington, Knight, Chief Juſtices of the Common Pleas, &c. for the 
ending of certain controverſies, lately ariſen between the Mayor, Burgeſſes, and Commonalty 


of the Town of Leiceſter, and the Dean and Chapter of-the Collegiate Church of. the Bleſſed 
Virgin Mary. 


For that the ſaid Mayor, Burgeſſes, &c. having made certain ditches and plantations of 
willows, in a certain paſture ground, in the South Fields of Leiceſter, called by the name of 
Cowhey, upon the bank of the Drainer, otherwiſe called the Old Dyke of the Cowhey, which 
the ſaid Dean and Chapter complaining of as an injury, have deſtroyed. And alſo, becauſe 
the ſaid Mayor, &c. have claimed right of common for their beaſts in time of commoning, in 
a certain great meadow called Cloſe Meadow, and one cloſe called Goſling Croft: The Dean 
and Chapter alledge, that the ſaid paſture belonged to them and their ſucceſſors, and that for 
every cow, and every other beaſt joyſted, and fed in the ſaid paſture, they had right to three- 
pence per annum, for'each, To which the Mayor, &c. replied, that the town of Leiceſter 
was from time immemorial an ancient Borough; and that they and all their predeceſſors were 


continually and quietly, without interruption, ſeized and poſſeſſed of the ſaid paſture of their 


own right, as of fee, by paying yearly, for every cow and other beaſt three-pence per ann. 


This controverſy between the Mayor,.&c. of the town of Leiceſter, and the Dean and 
Chapter of the College in the Newark concerning their: reſpective rights in certain meadows 
and paſtures in the ſouth fields of Leiceſter, was ſettled. and decreed by the above reſpectable 
arbitrators ; but whatever right the ſaid College then had, it is veſted in the Corporation of 
Leiceſter, for upon the diſſolution of the religious houſes the College of the Newark, with all 
the poſſeſſions belonging to that Church, came into the hands of the King, parcel of which 


was the Granges, Goſling Cloſe, &c. Theſe were demiſed by Queen Elizabeth to Francis 
Haſtings, Eſq. and by him aſſigned to the Corporation, and were afterwards given and grant- 


ed to Francis Morris, and Francis Phipps ; and by them ſold to Sir William Smithe, and Hum- 


phrey Smith, who ſold the ſame to the Corporation, the 7th of February 1613, in conſidera - 
tion of 1000l,. 


Whatever 
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bs} MEtLYt1orous HouSs'ry 
Dean of Lincoln, and died Biſhop of Saliſbury. A. D. 1553. there 


remained in charge to the incumbents by penſion. To John Eſton 


and John Revel 5l. each; and to William Boſworth and Dennis 
Spenlowe 31. 13s. 4d. each. 


Ouſton Priory, 


Was founded in the reign of Edward III. by Robert Grimbold, a 
Judge, and dedicated to Chriſt, St. Mary, St. Andrew, and all Saints, 


it was for Canons regular of St. Auguſtine. Its income was 1611, 


148. 2d. John Stanton, Abbot, with eleven others of this houſe, ſub- 


ſcribed to the ſupremacy, the 17th of October 1534. In 1553 there 


remained in charge 21. in fees. 


Rothley, Roteley, or Rodely. 


HERE was a religious houſe, or commandery of the order of Knights 
Templars, but the order being condemned for impiety, it was given 
to the Knights Hoſpitallers, and was valued at 871. 13s. 4d. per 
annum ; but Dugdale values it with Dalby and Hether, which toge- 
ther he makes 2311. 7s. 10d. Tanner ſays, that Rothley was a 
grant from Henry VIII. to Henry Cartwright. 


Sapcote College. 
Was founded by Simon Baſlett, in the reign of Henry III. value 


unknown. 


Whatever right or title the Earls of Leiceſter had heretofore, or ſince then the Dean and 


Chapter of the College of the Newark had to the Cowhery or the Granges, &c. they are now 
veſted in the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Burgeſſes of the Borough of Leiceſter, either by grant from the 


Crown, or by purchaſe : for upon the diſſolution of the religious houſes, all the poſſeſſions of 


the Colleges of the Newark came into the hands of the King; part of which were granted to 


the Corporation by Queen Elizabeth, in her Charter of the 31ſt year of her reign, in conſide- 


ration of the annual rent of 1371. &c. and the other part was purchaſed of Sir William Smith 


for 1000l, CoreorRaTtion RECORDS. 
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Ulſcroft Priory, 


Ox Ulves-Crols, fo called, becauſe there ſtood a Croſs before the 
gate, Burton ſays, it ſtands in Charnwood Foreſt, in a melancholy 
and ſolitary place: It was founded, ſome ſay, by Roger de Quincy, 
Earl of Winton; Burton ſays, by Robert Blanchmaines, Earl of 
Leiceſter, temp. Henry II. (a) This Priory was for Hermits of the 


Y Order 


(a) Charley, a ſmall religious houſe in the Foreſt, Tanner Joins to Ulveſcroft in his ac- 
count of Religious Houſes. Charley ſeems-at firit to have belonged to Luffield Priory in 
Northamptonſhire, For Pope Alexander III. A. D. 1174. confirms to them Locum 8. 


Mariz de Charleia cum omnibus“ “ pertinentibus ſuis,” Mon. Angl. I. 521. 6. 
« Wolveſcroft Priory, about a mile from Bradgate.“ | Leland. Itin. vol. viii. p. 100. 


« Mr. Burton, and the Bull of Pope Alexander. Leland, Collect. i. 74. makes Roger 
Quincy, Earl of Wincheſter, firſt founder of Wolveſcroft, whereas he was only patron in right 
of the marriage of his anceſtor, with the heireſs of Robert Fitz-Parnel of Leiceſter,” Re- 
ſpecting the union we have "this authority. Rex præſentat Ricardum Hatley ad prioratum 
« de Charley, Linc. dizc. ratione cuſtodiæ terrarum et hæredis Henrici de Beaumont Cheva- 
ec Ber defuncti. And in libro memorandorum temp. Joannis Chedworth Epiſc. Lincoln, 
fol. 97. Dec. A. D. 1465. uniuntur prioratus de Charley et Ulveſeroft de conſenſu pa- 
<< tronorum, viz. Joannis Bourgelier mil. et dominæ Eliz. uxoris hædedis domini Ferrers de 
« Groby.” Dr. Hur rom. 


„M. S. Peck in muſeo Britan. vol. iv. Inquis. 34. Edw. I. de terris in Melneleyghes. 
Inquis. 30.. Ed. de X. mareis annui redditus in Carleton Curley : Inquis. 17. Ed. II. de ter- 
ris in Groby et advocatione eccleſiæ de Sitheſton: Inquis. 34. Ed. I. de terris in Groby: 
Inquis. 16. Ed. I. de terris in Aneſty. And in ſubſequent times lands in Anſty, Thurkeſton, 
Sitheſton, Bradgate, et Stanton under Berdon, Scheinton, Coſynton, et Charnewode.“ 


„ Bullum P. Alexandri III. confirmantem donationis-comitis.Leiceſtr, priori et fratribus de 
Ulveſcroſt, penes v. doctiſſ. Humfr. Wanley.“ 


« Cartas quaſdam originales hujus cœnobii de Ulveſcroft penes Jo. Hare Arm. Richmond.“ 


« Rot. pat. i. Ed. II. p. 1. m. 14. pro xxx. acris in le Milneleghes conceſſ. priori de 
Charley per Will. de Ferrarlis, et 1 meſl, in Shepiſhyed,. et advoc. eccl. de Main field conceſſ. 


Alan 3 2 
per um in Zouche,” 64 Plac, 
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Order of St. Auſtin ; which, at the ſuppreſſion, was valued at 1011, 
3s. rod. Edward Dalby, Prior, and nine of his brethren, ſubſerib. 
ed the King's ſupremacy, the 17th of September 1553. and, at the 
diſſolution, eleven of this houſe ſurrendered it to the King's viſitors, 
September 1 5th, 1539. A. D. 15533 here remained in charge 21, 
in fees, and 1 fl. in annuities, and the following penſions : --- To 
Thomas Maſly and William Ellaunde 51. 13s. 4d, each. Richard 
Eglett and William Smyth 51. 6s. 8d. each, and Henry Smith 21, 


ULLEsCRoFT Hermitarum patronus Comes Winton ; ibi ſolent 
manere tres fratres ſacerdotes. 


Turs place in Burton's time was the inheritance of Robert Peſhall, 


Eſq. now it is that of William Parkins Boſvile, Eſq. an early pa- 


tron of this work; and who, I am informed, intends occaſionally to 
reſide in two or three rooms in the farm-houſe adjoining, which are 


fitting up for that purpoſe. 


« Plac. de Banco 4 Ed. I. Trin. vol. 80. de advoc, eccl. de Stanford [Nottingham] Pat, 
21. Ed. I. m. 9 vel. 10.“ 


. Pat. 17, Ed. II. p. 2. m. 9. de LXX. acris in Groby, et adyoe. de Sitheſton,” 
fe Pat. 11, Ed. III. p. 1. m. 8, vol. 9. Pat. 29. Ed. III. p. 1. m. 8, pro eccl. de Bonye.” 


ce Pat. 23. Ed. III. p. 1. m. 17 vel. 18. Pat. 35. Ed. I. m. 6. pro eccl. de Sitheſton 
approprianda. Pat. 42. Ed. III. p. 1. m. 3. proten. in Anſty, Cropeſton, Sitheſton Brad- 


gate et Stanton. Pat. 46. Ed. III. p. 2. m. 13 vel 14. Pat. 48. Ed. III. p. 1. m. 8 pra 
ten. in Stanford ſuper Sore [Nottingham] Ibid p. 2. m. 14. pro ten in Sheinon,”? 


«© Eſcaet. Nottingh. 16. Ric. II. p. 1. n. 135. de meſſ. et terris in Stanford Nottingh.] 
Pat. 16. Ric. II. p. 1. m. 12 et 34. pro meſſ. et terris in Sitheſton, Coſington et Charnwood.” 


de pat. Hen. IV. p. 3. m. 6. pro ten in Bonye Nottingh.]“ 


be Fin, Nottingh. 5 Hen. VI. Hill. rot. 78. pro iii bovatis terræ in Bonney I Nottingh. ]“ 


TANNER's SELECTION. 
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IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 89 
THE ſubjoined view of its remains, I took in 1789. It ſhews ruins, 
if not the moſt ſplendid, yet ſuch as are worthy the attention of the 


antiquary, notwithſtanding they have been long beslecded. or not 
known to thoſe preſer vers of Antiquities. | 


I was told by an old blind man, who has ſome time occupied the 
farm-houſe, that among the rubbiſh, which they have had occaſion 
to remove, they found a cannon-ball, a gold ſpur, which I believe, 
from his own account, to be only metal gilt; ſome ſilver ſpoons, &c. 
There are two niches at the further end of the ruins, which have ſome- 
what the appearance of ſtalls in a Cathedral. Part of the floor which 
I faw below the rubbiſh is made of ſmall tiles painted with various 
devices. There is on the contrary aſpect a regular ruin of a much 
older appearance which is now almoſt hidden by trees. It was once 
moated round, and it is diſcoverable where the gardens and fiſh- 
ponds were. This is certainly the moſt pure and the beſt piece of 
religious ruin in the county. 


Tux following curious particulars of this place, cannot fail to be 
acceptable to the Reader. J. T. conſiders himſelf under particular 
obligations for the favours received from the reſpectable quarter whence 
they came. pt” | 


AMoNs. the deeds belonging to the Manor of Ulverſcroft, there is 
a copy of Letters Patent, bearing date 3oth January, 28 Hen. VIII. 
made and granted to the Prior of the Houſe, or Priory of the Holy 
Trinity, and Bleſſed M ary of Alwayſcroſt, or Olveſcroft, which, after 
reciting an Act paſſed previous to the 4th day of February, preceding, 
amongſt other thin 85, enacting, « That all Monaſteries and Priories, 
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and other Religious Houſes whatever, not poſſeſſed of lands, &c. &c. 
beyond the clear annual value of two hundred paunds, to be taken 
and conſtrued according to that clear value in the Exchequer, ſhould. 
in right belong to, and be at the diſpoſal of the Crown.” Do 
direct and declare, that © the ſaid Priory of Alwayſcroft, of the Order 
of St. Auguſtine, ſhall for ever continue in its ſame body corporate, 
and in its eſſential ſtate, quality, &c. as well in poſteſſions, as all 
other things, as it was at the time of making the ſaid Act, without 
ſuppreſſing, or diſſolution in any manner by authority of the ſaid AR.” 
They likewiſe appoint Edward Sallye, Profeſſor of the Order of St. 
Auguſtine, to continue Prior of the ſaid Priory, and the ſame Reli- 
gious Perſons to be the Convent of the ſaid Houſe, who belonged to- 
it at the time of paſſing the ſaid Act, and were not ſince ſeparated 
from it. It would ſeem, from the faid Letters Patent, that the 
Convent at this period were poſſeſſed. of conſiderable property, real 
and perſonal, as alſo. of advowſons, juriſdictions, franchiſes, &c. &c.. . 
unleſs what is ſaid relating to them, may be conſidered as words of 


courſe. 


FRo what is incidentally mentioned in deeds of a. later date, it 
appears, that before the final diſſolution of the ſaid Priory, (but at. 
what particular time that diſſolution took place is not hinted) the 

. aid Priory came into the hands of Sir Richard Cromwell, Knight, 
by a leaſe made by the laſt Prior Dalbye, who, after the ſurrender of 
the ſaid Priory, fold the leaſe. to Sir Andrew Judde, Knight, who 
alſo purchaſed the fee fimple. The Duke of Suffolk appears to have, 
after this, purchaſed the ſaid Priory; on whole attainder for high 
treaſon it reverted to the Crown. 

NexrT in order are Letters Patent zd and 4th P. and M. reciting 


Letters Patent of the faid Queen, of 23d May, in the firſt year of 
8 her 
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her reign, wherein ſhe granted the late Priory of Alwayſcroft, and all 
PER capital houſe called Charley, in the county of Leiceſter, with the 
appurtenances and lands to them belonging, with the privileges of a 
free warren, &c. &c. to Ilredeſwide Strelley, widow of Robert Strel- 
ley, of Great Bowden in Leiceſterſhire, and one of the Ladies of the 
Queen's Privy-Chamber, and to her heirs and aſſigns for ever. 
« To be held of the ſaid Queen in Capite by Knights ſervice; to 
. by the fortieth part of one Knight's fee, at and under the yearly 
rent of twenty pounds at Lady-Day and Michaelmas in equal por- 
tions.“ -In theſe laſt Letters Patent, the lands are particularly ſpe- 
cified, and are expreſily ſaid to have belonged to Henry, late Duke of 
Suffolk, and to have been forfeited to the Crown by his attainder. 


Tur above Ilredeſwide Strelley having no iſſue, did by indenture, 
dated 7th of Eliz. entail the Ul/z/crof? eſtate on her nephews John, 
Bennett, (in whom it ultimately veſted) William and Francis Willſon, 
and their heirs male reſpectively, and in default of ſuch to Peter New- 


arke, his heirs and aſſigns for ever, 


IT appears, from a deed of the faid Ear/, dated 15th February, 
26th Eliz. that Henry, Earl of Huntyndon, purchaſed the remainder in 
fee of the above Peter Newarke, and afterwards ſold his intereſt in the 
reverſion to the above Bennett Willſon.---6 James I. Bennet Willſon, 
Eſq. and his nephew Ambroſe Willſon, ſold the Ulverſcroft eſtate 
at that time, containing, by eſtimation, 1358 acres, to Robert Peſhall, 


Eſq. of Gorzeley, in Staffordſhire, whoſe only daughter and heireſs, 
Z Elizabeth, 
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Elizabeth, married Sir Rubert Boſvile or Boſville, Knight, of Byana, 


near Eccleſhall, in the county of Stafford, in whoſe lineal deſcendants 
the Manor of Ulverſcroft continued till 1762, when Charles Boſ- 
vile, Eſq. of Byana aforeſaid, dying withaut iſſue, bequeathed his 
Leiceſterſhire eſtate in fee to Thomas Boſvile, Eſq. of Twickenham, 
Middleſex, and of Braithwell in Yorkſhire, in whoſe family the Manor 


of Ulverſcroft remains. 


OTuer Letters Patent under the Great Seal, dated 26th Feb. 
4 and 5 P. and M. were likewiſe granted to the above Ilrediſwide 
Strelley, appointing eight Commiſſioners therein named,” *. perſonally 
to view, enquire and ſet out by the oaths of proper perſons taken be- 
fore Jurors, the true mites and boundaries between the lands, woods, 
and waſtes, which belonged to the late diſſolved Priory of Ulverſcroft; 
and thoſe in the Manors of Groby, Markfield, Whitwick, Shepe/bebed, 
Newtown, and Bowman, then in poſſeſſion of Adrian Stokes, Eſq. 
and Frances his wife, in right of the ſaid Frances, and for the life of 
the ſaid Frances, who was wife of the ſaid Henry, late Duke of Suf- 
folk, and at her deceaſe reverting to the. Crown, in conſequence of 
the faid Duke having been convicted of high treaſon.” It may be 
obſerved, that the Manor of Ulverſcroft at this day exactly correſponds. 
to the limits aſſigned under this commiſſion, and ſeveral of the twenty- 
two ſtones, which the Commiſſioners expreſsly ſay in their report, 


they cauſed to be ſet up in the Foreſt of Charnwood, as marks of the 


boundaries ſtill remain. 


IT is evident, from a conveyance of the remainder of a term in 
them to Robert Peſhall, Eſq. dated 1616, that the Manor of Staun- 


ton-undereBardon, and ſome lands in Thornton were parcel of the 
poſſeſſions 
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poſceſſions of the Priory at its diſſolution. Theſe are expreſsly ſaid 
to have been granted to the Hoſpital of the Savoy, founded by Heary 
the Seventh, The advowſon too of Bunney in Nottinghamſhire 
(and poſſibly other rights there) belonged to the Priory. | 


ExTRACTS from the depoſitions, and ſayings of divers perſons 


\ ſworn, and examined upon the part and behalf of Ilrediſwide Strelley, 


widow, concerning the lands, and poſſeſſions, and privileges of the 
late diſſolved Priory of Ulverſcroft, in the county of Leiceſter, taken 
Anno Dom. 1558, before Andrew Noill, Henry Saywell, Williatn 
Fawnte, George Vincent, and Libeus Derby, Eſquires, Commiſſion- 
ers by virtue of the King and Queen's Majeſties, Commiſſion here- 


unto annexed, to remain in perpetuam. Rei Memoriam, 


APRIL Iſt, 1558. Thomas Maſley, Clerk, of the Priory of 
Ulverſcroft, of the age of 65 years, ſworn and examined, faith to the 
firſt interrogatory, that fifty-one years ago he came to the ſaid Priory, 
and there remained two years and a half before his profeſſion there; 
and there hath inhabited ever fince, till the diſſolution of the ſaid 


Houſe; and further faith, he knoweth the houſe of Charley, for he 
celebrated the Holy Maſs there ſixteen years altogether upon Eaſter- 
Day.“ | 

To the third. interrogatory he faith, © That. to his knowledge he 
neyer knew, or underſtood any of the faid Priors to ſuffer any other 
perſons, but. their own ſervants to fell, lop, or carry away any wood, 
thorns, furzes, &c. witllin any of the woods, lands, or waſtes belonging 
to the faid. Priory ; but divers times he hath known divers offenders 
in the premiſes, who have aſked the Prior, there for the time being, 


forgiveneſs, and to. haye been forgiven,” 


To 
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To the 6th interrogatory, he faith, That the ſaid Prior time out 
of mind, hath had a common without number appurtenant to the 
ſaid Priory, and the lands thereto belonging, in all places throughout 
all the Foreſt of Charnwood, at all times, and by the whole year, 
for all their oxen, kine, ſheep, goats, horſes, ſwine, and all other cat- 
tle, and pawnage ; likewiſe for all their ſwine, in ſo much that at 
the firſt ſurvey before the ſurrender of the ſaid Priory, they had be- 
longing to the Convent three hundred head of beaſts, a thouſand 
ſheep, and ſixty ſwine ; and for the ſtaff-holding, he faith, that the 


Prlor of Ulverſcroft had always a ſhepherd, and a ſwine-herd, who 
did nothing elſe but followed, and looked to the cattle without con- 


tradiction; whereas he knoweth not, that any other commoner, except 


the Abbot of Garrodon, and the Prioreſs of Gracedewe had any ſhep- 


herd or ſwine- herd.“ 


To the 7th interrogatory, he faith, © That the ſaid Priors, during 
all his time there, have kept hounds, greyhounds, and hawks, of their 
own, and did hunt, courſe, and hawk, throughout the waſte of Charn- 
wood, unto the ſaulte of the Parks of Bradgate, Groby, and Lough- 
borough, that is to ſay, .. roe, foxes, hares, &c. and like- 


wiſe did hawke at the patridges and pheaſants; and for thoſe purpoſes 
they kept a huntſman, and that they had a ſpecial grant from Roger 


Therle of Quineye, Lord of Groby, to hunt their pleaſure, by theſe 
words © uſque ad Saltum; and that they had free fiſhing in Black- 
brooke, from Charley to Shepeſhed Mylne, by a grant made by deed, 
which ſeveral deeds this deponent kept and peruſed.“ 

To the 8th interrogatory, he faith, © That he left all the deeds 
and grants belonging to the ſaid Priory, in ſeveral boxes and coffers 
at his departing out of the ſaid late Priory at the ſurrender thereof, to 

the 


— 
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the Commiſſioners for the King, Doctor London, Maſter George 
Gifford, and Maſter Robert Burgoine, He likewile faith, that about 
a vear after the diſſolution, the ſaid boxes, &c. were found broken 


open, and moſt of the evidences ſpoiled or deſtroyed. 


WILLIAM Bampkyn of Belton, aged 57, having been ſervant in 
the late Priory, ſince he was eight years old, except, that he ſerved 
the Lord Leonard Gray one year.---To the 7th inventory among other 
things faith, That upon a time about 40 years paſt, Lord Tho. Mar- 
quis Dorſet, was offended with Prior Whalley for his ſaid hunting, 
which the ſaid Prior underſtanding, went to Bradgate to the ſaid 
Lord Marquis, and, amongſt others, took this Deponent to attend 
upon him, and delivered him a box to carry, wherein was a grant 
from one of the Anceſtors of the faid Lord of the liberty of hunting, 
&c. to the Priors of Ulveſcroft ; upon which, being produced, this 
Deponent heard the Marquis ſay thus: Well, Prior, I have put 
my red deer forth lately, ſpare them, I pray thee, and ſpare not the 
fallow deer.” He likewile faith, that Prior Dalbye, and Sir William 
Eland, and all the Canons, except Sir Thomas Maſſy, Sir Thomas 


Maſon, and Sir Richard Eglatt, were common hunters. 


In his anſwer to the 3d inventory he obſerves, That the ſaid Pri- | 
ory brewed frequently ten quarters a week, and that, whilſt the Lady 
Eleanor, wife to the ſaid Lord Marquis, lay there; the conſumption 
of fuel was ſo great, and the woods belonging to the Priory were ſo 


ſpoiled, that they were obliged to have recourſe (with permiſſion) to 


his Lordſhip's woods. | 
45 Ir 
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Ir appears, that the laſt Prior, Sir Edward Dalbye, continued, 
aſter its diſſolution, to occupy and farm the lands of the late Priory 
under Sir Andrew Judde, Knight, to the time of his deceaſe : A proof, 


either of his attachment to the place, or that he was able to turn 


himſelf to a very different profeſſion. 


White Frier's, Leiceſter. 
HEN ſounded and by whom not known. It ſtood near the 


North-Gate. The Proprietor of the land now Walter 
Ruding, Eſq. 


No traces of the building are to be ſeen. 


PENsIoNs paid anno 1553, to incumbents of Chantries, &c. in 
this county. To Richard Browne, incumbent of St. Mary's Chan- 
try, Boſworth yl. To John Templeman, incumbent. of St. Peter's 
Chantry, Leiceſter, 51.---To Thomas. Hynde and William Phopton, 
Chantry Prieſts of St, Margaret's Guild, Leiceſter, 51. each. To 
William Raunde and Henry Treves, incumbents of Corpus Chriſti 
Guild, St. Martin's, Leiceſter, 51. each. --- To Henry Hilton, in- 
cumbent and Clerk, celebrating divine ſervice at Myſterton Church, 
gl. === To --=--- Bothe, William Drone, and John Probe, Chan- 
try Prieſts of Peckleton Chantry, 41. each. -To Thomas Bramſtone, 
incumbent of Queneborough Chantry, 41. 10s. --- To John Burrow; 
incumbent of Sapcote Chantry 61.---The annual amount of penſion- 


ed payments in this country, at that time, amounted together to 
about 7921. 


In the ſecond or ſupplimentary Volume, the Reader will find more 


general accounts of the Religious Houſes above-mentioned, of which 
Views 
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Views could not be given; and alſo ſome account of other leſs con- 


ſiderable places not noticed in this Volume. 


SUucny are the accounts handed down to us of theſe religious re- 


treats, in Leiceſterſhire, on which the founders and benefactors be- 


towed their wealth to the honour and ſervice of their God! Moſt 


of them are now no more; the very traces of many are not viſible; 


but of their ruins, which are left, we apply the beautiful lines of Mr. 


Whitchouſe written near the ruins of a Nunnery. 


« Amidſt theſe deſolated ailes, where now 
Springs the rank. weed, and tangling briars moleſt 


The fainted Siſters from the cloiſtered cells, 
Aſſembled at the ſtated hour of prayer, 
Chanting their horizons ; and the evening bell 
Swinging with conſtant toll from the moſſy toter, 
Summon'd them frequent mid the taper'd choir 
To hold late veſperes; from the embowed roofs: 
Solemn and flow, the pealing organ roll'd 
The manly baſs, to voices loud and clear,. 
Anſwering at intervals ;\round the rude walls. 
Now clings the ivy tall, and propt awhile 
some mould'ring column; in each orchard nook: ; 
Where legendary Saints ſtood carv'd in ſtone, | 
And quaint Madonas on their boſoms wore ' 
A holy-croſs, now. wreathes full many a ſhrub 
It's duſky branches, emulous to ſhade: 
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The falling ſhrine, een there where painting breath'd 
High o'er the altar, each expreſſive form 

Starting to life, and moving o'er the piece, 

At Titian's magic touch, or, Raphael, thine 


Now ſits gaunt ruin, grinning o'er the wreck 
His ruthleſs arin has made : while Genius rolls. 


His fiery eyes around, that blaze at times 


Like Meteors in a ſtorm ; the winds of night, 
In hollow accents murmer. to his ſighs. 
Here ſhall come 


Calm conteraplation from her ſunleſs grot 1 


To meet the favour'd youth whom ſcenes like theſe 


Can pleaſe; who views with eye inquiſitive | 


Theſe rude memorials of ancient times, 
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1 


\ RE the dwellings of the rich and opulent; and the pride and 


ornament of nations, In them Kings and Nobles, and the 
order of Gentry reſide. To their owners the Peaſant bends his hum- 


ble knee, and approaches with fearful ſteps the ſtately manſion. 


The curious and the informed travel to view the pleaſing variety: 
the beauty and ſimplicity of the Ancients ; the Gothic grandeur, and 
the more modern embelliſhments of architectural refinement. In 
them are depoſited the riches and the ſplendor of Crowns ; the 
valuable gleanings of paſſing ages; the ſuperb libraries of the works 
of men of genius, and of learning, collected for the uſe of riſing 
generations. Here are placed the enchanting pictures of the Titi- 
ans, the Raphaels, and the Rembrants, and all the celebrated 
Maſters of old, ſoftened into ſweetneſs by the meliorating hand of 
time. Here alſo you trace the chaſte contour of Reynolds, the hiſto- 
ric groups of Weſt, and the angelic forms of Peters. There 
the hard-fought battle ſtreams forth the blood of the human and 
the brute ; and here the merciful Jeſus hangs expiring on the excru- 
ciating Croſs ! | 


Sven are the contents of theſe delightful retreats.---If you traverſe 
the abounding beauties without, you behold nature ſubmiſſive to the 
hand of taſte, and embelliſhment : the formal box, ſhrubs me- 
thodically trimmed, and the pyramidical yew-trees giving way to a 

B b more 
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more lively diſplay of nature's charms. . We have given,” (lays 
the Author of modern gardening) * the true model to the world; 


let other countries mimic or corrupt our taſte ; but let it reign here 


on its verdant throne, original by its elegant ſimplicity, and proud of 
no other art than ſoftening nature's harſhneſs, and copying her grace- 
ful touch.” Behold the thady wood, in yonder beautiful landſcape, 
touched with the ſan's bright beams ; there the venerable oak ſpreads 
its cool influence over the ſpotted deer; there a group of lofty elms 
contend for exaltation ; and on the ſide of that glittering ſtream, the 
weeping willow hangs its drooping head rich in modeſty ; there 
peeps the ſmooth lawn, and all around are groups of flocks, herds, and 
the native warblers to animate the Poet and the Painter's labours.“ 

« KenT” (ſays a celebrated writer) was born with a genius to 
ſtrike out a great ſyſtem from the twilight of imperfect eſſays. (a) 
which we now behold matured by ſucceeding Maſters. Adieu now 
to gigantic figures, and waters bounded by the compaſs : that cooling 
element now meanders by ſerpentizing lines, which gives novel views 
at every footſtep--the hand of nature is diffuſive, and pleaſingly irre- 


gular in her regulations. 
I canxoT forbear inſerting, here, a few beautiful lines from the 
immortal Milton, 


. Thus was this place: 
« A happy rural t of various view; 
Groves whole rich trees wept od'rous gums and balm ; 
Others whoſe fruit, burniſhed with golden rind, 
Hung amiable, Heſperian fables true: 


(a) % Mahomet imagined an Elyſium; but Kent created many.” WarxoLe. 
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If true, here only, and of delicious taſte: 


Betwixt them lawns, and level downs, and flocks 
Grazing the tender herb, were interpos'd, 
Or palmy hillock, or the flow'ry lap 
Of ſome irriguous valley ſpread: her ſtore, 
Flowers of all. hue, and without thorn the roſe > 
Another ſide, umbrageous grots and caves. 
Of. cool receſs, o'er which the mantling vine. 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps. 
Luxuriant: mean while murmuring waters fall 
Down the ſlope hill, diſpers'd; or in a lake, 
That to. the fringed bank with mirtle crown'd 
Her-cryſtal mirror holds, unite their ſtreams. 
The birds their quire apply; airs, vernal airs, 
Breathing the ſmell of field and grove, attune. 
The trembling leaves, while univerſal Pan 
Knit with the graces and the hours in dance. 
Led on th' eternal ſpring.” 


A rw words on Architecture. --- It is granted, that in England 
we excel in that braneh-of ſcience : the deſigns of Jones, and the pa- 
tronage given by the great to men of genius, have not a little contri- 
buted to its accompliſhments (3). Before the glorious cloſe of a 

(a) © Inigo Jones, who, if a-table of fame like that in the Tatler, were to be formed for | 
men of real and indiſputable genius in every country, would ſave England from the diſgrace 


of not having her repreientative among the arts. She adopted Holbein and Vandych, ſhe bor- 


rowed Rubens, ſhe produced Inigo Jones. Vitruvius drew up his grammar, Palladio ſhewed 
him the practice, Rome diſplayed - a theatre worthy of his emulation, and King Charles the 


firit; was ready to encourage, employ, and reward his talents,” Hox Ach WALPOLE. 


reign 
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reign that carried our arms and victories beyond where the Roman 
eagles ever few, ardour for the arts had led our travellers to explore 
Whatever beauties of Grecian or Latin taſte ſtill ſubſiſted in provinces 

once ſubjected to Rome; and the fine editions in conſequence of thoſe 


reſearches have eſtabliſhed the throne of Architecture in Britain.“ (a) 


IT ſhould ſeem not neceſiary for a work of this kind to explain 
ſcientifically the principles of Architecture; although it may be ne- 
ceſſary juſt to touch lightly on that part of the ſcience which more 
materially belongs to the civil part of it, as being moſt applicable to 
the preſent buſineſs. The erection of palaces, churches, and private 
dwellings is called civil architecture; the rules principally obſerved 
on thele occaſions are beauty and convenience. Architecture is diſtin- 
guiſhable by being either ancient, Gothic, or modern. Ancient, the 


molt chaſte of all, was loſt upon the decline of the weſtern Empire, 


and was ſucceeded by the Gothic, of which we have numberleſs re- 
mains among us, both with reſpect to caſtles, houſes of religion, and 
ſeats or manſions. Modern, or that without being confined to rule, 
is often a mixture of all, fanciful in its ornaments, and generally diſ- 


guſtful to the true artiſt, Modern builders, who have ſtudied the 
ſimplicity and grandeur of the Greek and Roman buildings, adjuſt 


the various proportions of an edifice to the union of the whole, It 
is to theſe we are beholden for the applauſe of foreigners, and the 
ſplendor of our Ille. It is in thoſe, who without a knowledge of ſim- 
plicity, order, diſpoſition and proportion, we lament the ſacrifice of 
wealth, and the paſſing oſtentatiog of a May-day ſhow, which leaves 
not the ſlighteſt impreſſion on the beholder. 

(a) Walpole. 


VIiTRUVIUS, 
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ViTRUvIUs, Baptiſta Alberti, Palladio, Scamozzi, Blondel, Gold- 
man, Perault, Wotton, Sturmius and Wolfius, are celebrated for their 
writings on this ſubject. The Gentleman and the ſcientific 1 
will find, in their elaborate editions, every thing deſirable towards 
the completion of their ſtudies (2). It is with theſe, and with men 
like Kent and Brown, I will leave Gentlemen, who are about to 


beſtow their wealth to the ornament of their country, to mature 
their judgment, and proceed to delineate the dwellings of the princi- 


pal inhabitants of Leiceſterſhire. 


Bur before we haſten to the diſplay of dignity, and the ſplendour 
of particular poſſeſſions, let us remark, that the Great have a mixture 
of bitters, and moments of tribulation, common with the humbleſt 
of their nature, otherwiſe we might judge improperly of that BRING 
whoſe diſpenſations are impartial. The celebrated author of Zeluco 
ſays, © We are never more miſtaken than in our eſtimate of the hap- 
pineſs of grandeur. 'The grove overlooking the precepice has a fine 
effect at a diſtance z we admire the ſublimity of its ſituation, and the 
brizhtneſs of its verdure when gilded by the rays of the ſun; we 
grudge no labour in ſcrambling to the ſeat of pleaſure, which, when 
attained, we often find cold and comfortleis, overgrown with moſs, 
pierced by the winds of every quarter, and far leſs genial than the 
ſheltered bank from whence we ſet out. In like manner many men 
who are viewed at a diſtance, become the objects of pity and contempt 


when nearly approached.” 


(4) © The important uſe of this Science, and the elegant accompliſhment connected with 


its ſtudy, have almoſt rendered a kaowledge of it requiſite to the education of men of taſte,” 
Rudiments of Ancient Architecture. 


C e BELOIR 
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BELFYFOIR CASTLE. 


T has been obſerved, is the Seat of his Grace the Duke of Rut. 

land. It ſtands upon the utmolt verge of the county (a), upon 
a lofty hill which commands very extenſive proſpects, every way: 
where you have a view over beauties variegated and delightful, per- 
haps in extent equal to any in the kingdom. Burton ſays, That he 
has often viewed this place from Falde, near Tutbury, in the county 
of Stafford, with the help of a glaſs ; the diſtance 32 miles. © Of this: 
fair proſpect it has the French name of Belvair. The traveller who 
aſcends this hill, which is done by the help of about 200 ſteps, 
frequently finds his knees enfeebled ere he reach the top. 


HRE is an extenſive open ſcene, valley ſucceeding valley, with 
ſome juſt breaks in the landſcape to relieve the eye, and ſome of the: 
delicate traits of a field picture. Although it abound not with the 
bolder members, ſuch as water, mountain; “ the cloud-capt tower, 
the gorgeous palace, the ſolemn temple ;”” yet the diſtant cloud-like 
hills in the horizon ; the large feature of the Caſtle near you ; the 
taper ſpire of Bottesford Church, in an extending valley; the hang- 
ing woods on the fide of the Caſtle, over which you have a bird's eye 
view; on the hill to the right the ruin of Woolſthorp Church, 
once beautiful, but deſtroyed by the deſtroyer Cromwell; in 4 
pleaſant vale, juſt behind the Caſtle, the Village of Knipton, the 
reſidence of that celebrated artiſt the Rev. William Peters, are ſuch 


ſcenes and ſuch objects as are creative of pleaſing ſenſations to the 


(a) Burton judged the Priory below the hill to be in Leiceſterſhire, and the Caſtle to be in 
Lincolaſhi:s. 


mind, 
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mind, notwithſtanding your pleaſures may be interrupted by the rough 


wind, which in ſuch exalted ſituations is frequently troubleſome. 


CAMBDEN fays, it was founded by Totney, a Norman. Burton 
thinks it was founded by one of the Houſe of Albany. He aſſerts to 
ſupport this opinion, that he has ſeen ancient Records about the 
time of Henry the Firſt, which prove the Albanies to have been re- 
ſident here; and to prove that they were Britons, he has more than 
once ſeen the name written Willimus de Albaniaco Brito, From the 
Albanies it deſcended to the family of Roos, of Hamlake, by marriage, 


as it did afterwards to the Manners's (a). 


(a) % Dec. 6, 1726. At Belvoir, the Seat of his Grace the Duke of Rutland, in an old 
ſtable, which was the Chapel of the old Monaſtery, they dug up a piece of antiquity, the coffin 
of the founder of the family, the Caſtle, and the Monaſtery ;** the inſcription on the top ſtone 
is this: © Robert de Todenei-le founder ;?? his bones lie in the ſame trough underneath. He 
was one of William the Conqueror's concomitants. There are other ſuch ſtones on each ſide, 


but are not yet uncovered.” STUKELEY's Irix. 


The Priory, which ſtood where the ſtables now ſtand, was founded (ſays Leland) by Robert 
de Belvoir, five Totney, and was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, of the Order of Black Monks, 


and was valued at the ſuppreſſion at 1351. 


One of the moſt capital pieces of witchcraft in the laſt century, which made James I. a 
convert to its reality, was practiſed in the Earl of Rutland's family, at Belvoir Caſtle, by Joan 
Flower and her daughters Philippa and Margaret, in revenge for the diſmiſſion of the latter 
from his ſervice ; for which the girls were hanged. Their caſe was printed 1618, 4to. and 
1621, a 4to pamphlet, intituled, “ Strange and wonderful Witchcraft: diſcovering the damna 
ble practices of ſeven Witches againſt the Lives of certain Noble Perſonages, and others of 


this Kingdom; with an approved trial to find out either Witch, or any Apprentice to- 
* Witchcraft.” BAITISH Tor. 
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In Mr. Peck's Collection, you have the underwritten, reſpecting 


the ſummoning this place to ſurrender to the Parliamentary Army, 
during the troubles of the laſt century (a). 


(a) DesIDERATA CR IOSA, Number IV. The ſummoning of Belvoir Caſtle, dated 29th 
Jan. 1645. An Original from the M. 8. Collections of Dr. John Nalſon, Vol. V. No. 114.— 
Copied by Dr. Grey. 

SIR, 

Wee are ſent downe & authorized by the Two Howſes of Parliament, to uſe our beſt Endea. 
vours for finiſhing this bloody, inteſtine Warre, wherewith this Kingdome hath been now for 
ſome years afflicted. And, in Purſuance of that Duty, wee doe heerby, in their Names, de- 
mand of you, that you ſurrender up into our hands the Caſtle of Belvoire for their aſe. 

2. Wee doe further let you knowe the pious care of the Parliament to prevent (as farr az 
poſſibly may be) the Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, & the deſtruction of the Towns and Caſtles 
& Houſes in this Kingdome ; & accordingly are willing to entertayne a Treaty with you. 
Whereupon wee ſhall onely adde, that, if you ſhall refuſe or neglect the Mercye of the Parlia- 
ment at this Tyme while it may be had, & flatter yourſelfe with vayne hopes, that you may 


obtaine as good & honourable Conditions hereafter as at preſent ; wee doe moſt unfainely aſſure 


you, you will utterly deceive yourſelf. 


3. Beſides, Wee thinke goode to advertize you, that it is not the part of a Souldjer, nor of 


a wiſe Man, to endeavour the holding of a place, not tenable; when there are not the leaſt 
hopes of being relieved. Which act in you will by all Men be interpreted, rather an affected 


Obſtinacy, than a Soldjerly Reſolution. Conſider likewiſe ſeriouſly with yourſelf, that the ex- 


poſing ſo many Chriſtians, as are now under your command, to manifeſt Deſtruction, will un- 
doubted be required of you. 
4. Wee will expect your anſwer by eight of the Clock to morrow Morning. 


Grantham, 29 Jan. RUTLAND. W. ARMYNE. 
1645. W. PIERREPONT. THO. HATCHER. 
EDW. AYSCOGHE. 


For the Governor of Belvoire Caſtle. Theſe. 
Number V. 
Sir Gervaſe Lucas, the Governor's Anſwer. Dated zoth Jan. 1645. 
An Original from the ſame M. S. Collections, Vol & No. ut ſupra. Copied by Dr. Grey. 
Jay. 
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Tux interior of this Caſtle has nothing ſo much to recommend it 
to public notice as its collections of Paintings, which are not ſo nu- 
D d merous 


Jan. 30, 1645. 21. C. 1. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
T ſhall moſt cheerfully meet you in a pious care for the preventing the Effuſion of Chriſtian 
Blood, will afi-ae Gentlemen to treat with ſuche as you ſhall appoynte, deſireing to knowe the 
perſons, Tyme, and Place of Meeting, & Reſt 


Belvoire Caſtle, the zoth of Your humble Servant, 
Jan. 8 o' Clock in the Morne. GERVASE LUCAS. 


For the Right Honourable the Committee of Lords and Commons at Grantham. 


Number VI. 


The Surrender. Dated 31 Jan. 1645. 
An Original, from the ſame M. S. Collections, Vol. & No. ut ſupra. Copied by Dr. Grey. 


— 


Jan. 31, 1635. 21 C. 1. 
S I R, | 
Wee thought fitt to ſummon Belvoire Caſtle in our names for ſundry reaſons conducing to- 
your ſervice, A Copy is herein incloſed & the Governor's Anſwere, together with the Articles. 


of Surrender agreed on by thoſe appointed to treat. 


2. The Bearer hereof Captain Henry Markham, can fully relate all particulars ; who hath 
had his ſhare in this hard duty. And truly, Sir, wee muſt needs ſay, that Col. Grey, and the 


Soldiers under his Command, as likewiſe the ſeveral Troopes of Horſe, have all of them per- 
formed their Duty with much cheerfulneſs. And, for their Encouragement & the better fur- 


thering of your ſervice, wee have promiſed them one Week's Pay, which will be about 600l. 


& hope you will inable us to perform itt. 


3. Wee find ſo much Difficulty in procuring the Mortar piece from Reading (& nowe the 
Weather is broken, the waye's ſo impaſſable) that your ſervice may ſuffer much before that 


come unto us, Wherefore wee have ſent for the caſting of two at Nottingham. And, if you 


pleaſe to order the 350l, to us, & add ſomewhat more to it, wee ſhall be able to pay for 
them,, 
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merous as excellent. . The family of Manners has more (a) : They 
were ever patrons of the Arts, and through their different generations 


they 


them, & provide Shells & other neceſſaries. And wee hope to have no need of a Maſter of 


Fireworks to be ſent haveing with us one, very expert; & others who have done very good 


ſervice againſt Belvoire. 
4. Wee ſhall now apply our whole endeavours for the reducing of Newarke. 


Your humble Servants, 


Grantham 31 of Jan, W. PIERREPONT. EDW. AYSOGHE, 


* 


165 4. late at Night. W. ARMYNE. THO. HATCHER. 


For the Honourable William Lenthall, Eſq. Speaker of the Houſe of Commons at Weſtmin- 
ſter. Theſe. 


(a) This family, not only in confequence but in deſcent, has been long dignified and en- 
nobled. It has been long, and 1s now, the firſt family in Leiceſterſhire. They were of the fir? 
conſequence for many ages, in Northumberland, as appears by Henry de Manners, who, in 
25th of Henry II. paid 80 marks for livery of his father's lands, in that county. From which 
Henry deſcended Robert de Manners, of Ethale, in the ſaid county of Northumberland ; who, 
in the 18th of Edw: III. obtained licenſe of the King, to fortify his Manor-houſe there, and 


from him deſcended John de Manners, who, in the firſt of Henry V. was conſtituted Sheriff 
of the aforeſaid county, and died, leaving Robert his ſon and heir. Which Robert, in the 
334 of Henry VI. was made Sheriff of Northumberland: So likewiſe in the 3d of Henry IV. 
being at that time a Knight, In which year, Richard Nevil, Earl of Warwick and Saliſbury, 
in conſideration of his ſervices done, and to be done, granted him annuity of twenty marks 
out of the revenue of his Lordſhip of Bernard Caſtle, to be enjoyed during life. The next 
year following, he was conſtituted Deputy to Richard, Duke of Glouceſter, then Admiral of 


England, Ireland and Aquitain, and marrying the ſiſter and coheir to Edmund, Lord Rooſe, 
had iſſue George, who had thereupon the title of Lord Rooſe, which George, took to wife, 
Anne, ſole daughter and heireſs to Sir Thomas St. Leger, Knight, and Anne, Ducheſs of 
Exeter, ſiſter to King Edward IV. and accompanying King Henry VIII. at, the Geges of 


Therrouene and Tournay, he there fell ſick and died; leaving iſſue by Anne his wife, Thomas : 
Lord Rooſe, who, in the 14th of Henry VIII. was conſtituted Warden of the Eaſt-Marches 


towards Scotland, and, in the 16th of Henry VIII. had a ſpecial hvery of all the Manors, Bu 


Caſtles, and Lands, deſcended to him from the Lady Akanore, his grandmother, ſiſter and 
| heireſs 


— = . 
en 


— 
<< 


ol 2 > 
— = 1 — = 7 I — — = . Aa 
a _ 3 2 . 3 
” - <> CI & 2 © ©. : 1 13 3 — 
rr — — , - 
— 8 2 —— - +, — 


2 
——— 
— 
— 


» 4 
DE 
= — — — 
— 0 
a. -— —_ 2 
\ 


SEATS IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 109 


they have collected together a greater number of good pictures than 
are to be met with in any houſe in the kingdom.---=Ryubens, Moriglio, 
Claude 


heireſs to Edmund, Lord Rooſe aforeſaid ; and alſo from Iſabella the other ſiſter, and coheir 
to the ſaid Edmund. X 


Which Thomas was advanced to the title and dignity of Earl of Rutland, in the 17th of 
Henry VIII. at the King's Royal Palace of Bridewell, and had thereupon an augmentation to . 
his Arms, by reaſon of his deſcent from the ſiſter of King Edward IV. In the 22d of Henry 
VIII. being one of the Peers then fitting in Parliament, he ſubſcribed the declaration then ſent 
to Pope Clement VII. letting him know, that unleſs he complied with the King's demands, in 
the buſineſs of the divorſe from Queen Catherine, the loſs of his ſupremacy in England would 
be very much endangered. Upon the inſurrection in Lincolnſhire, in the 28th of Henry VIII. 
occaſioned by the diſſolution of the leſſer Monaſteries, &c. he received command, (together 
with the Earls of Shrewſbury and Huntingdon) toward the ſuppreſſing thereof; as alſo the 
like inſurrection in Yorkſhire, called the Pilgramage of Grace. In the 32d of Henry VIII. 
he was conſtituted Chief Juſtice in Eyre, of all the King's Foreſts beyond Trent; and alfo, 
obtained the grant of ſeveral of the Abbey-Lands, &c. He afterwards accompanied the Duke 
of Norfolk in his invaſion in Scotland, where, in eight days, they burnt twenty towns and 
villages. He died, Anno 1 543, and was ſucceeded by Henry his fon and heir, by his ſecond 
wife Alianore, the daughter of Sir William Paſton, of the county of Norfolk, Knight, which 
Henry took and ſacked Haddington in Scotland, with 3000 men, in the 1ſt of Edward VE. 
The next year, he was made Conſtable of the Caſtle of Nottingham, and Chief Juſtice of Sher. 
wood Foreſt ; alfo, conſtituted Warden of the Eaft-Marches, and Middle-Marches, toward 
Scotland; and two years afterwards, accompanied the Marquis of Northampton into France, 
who then went a ſolemn Embaſſy to that King; and in the zd and 4th of Philip and Mary, 
was made Captain-General of all the forces then deſigned to paſs the ſeas; and likewiſe, of 
the whole fleet, but ſerved only as General of the horſe at the ſiege of St. Quintins in Piccardy. 
In the iſt of Elizabeth, he was conſtituted Lieutenant for the counties of Nottingham and Rut- 
land; and quickly after, made Lord Preſident of the Council of the Northern parts of this 
realm; as alſo, inſtalled Knight of the maſt Noble Order of the Garter. This Henry died, 
Anno 1563, and was ſucceeded by Edward his ſon and heir, whoſe memorable employments | 
lis Epitaph at Botsford thus ſpeaketh. In the year 1569, he was ſent into the North parts, 
againſt the Earls of Northumberland and Weſtmoreland, then in rebellion, and was made Lieu- 


tegant 
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Claude de Lorrain, Rembrandt, Guido, Teniers, fan Steen, Polem.. 
burgh, and almoſt every Painter of the Dutch and Flemiſh School 
| form 


tenant to Thomas Earl of Suſſex, then Lord General of her Majeſty's forces ; alſo, Colonel of 
the ſoot, and one of the Council in that ſervice, being then but 20 years of age, and in Ward 
to her Majeſty, In the year 1570, he travelled into France; was, after his return, made Lieu- 
tenant of the County of Lincoln, Knight of the Garter, and in the year 1586, as Chief Com- 
miſſioner to her Majeſty, concluded Peace with the Scottiſh King's Commiſſioners, at Ber- 


wick-upon-Tweed. 


To this laſt Edward, ſucceeded John, his Brother and Heir-Male, who in the 29th of Eli- 
zabeth, was made Conſtable of Nottingham Caſtle ; and, the next Year, Lieutenant of Not- 
tinghamſhire; and dying 1587, left Roger, his Son and Heir, to ſucceed him; who after three 
Years Travels abroad, was made Colonel of foot in the Iriſh Wars, made Lord 
Lieutenant of Lincolnſhire the firſt' of Jac, I. and alſo, the ſame Year, ſent 
Embaſſador to Denmark to the Chriſtening of that King's firſt Son, and with the Order of the 
Garter to the King himſelf. In the 42d of Elizabeth, he was made a Conſtable of Nottingham- 
Caſtle, and chief Juſtice of the Foreſt of Sherwood ; and, 1 Jac. I. Steward of the Manor of 
W and Grantham. This Roger married Elizabeth, Daughter and Heir to Sir Philip Sid— 
ney, Knt. but died without Iſſue, Anno 1612, leaving Francis, his Brother and Heir to ſuc- 
ceed, whoſe memorable Actions are ſet forth upon his Monument, at Botsford, wiz. At 
ten Vears old, Anno 1538, he began his Travels into France, Lorrain, and divers Parts of 
Italy; where he was honourably received by the Princes themſelves, and nobly entertained in 
their Courts. In his return into Germany, he had like Honour done him by Ferdinand, Arch- 
Dake of Auſtria, by the Emperor Matthias at his Court at Vienna, and likewiſe by all the 
other German Princes. In the Year 1604, he was made Knight of the Bath, at the Corona- 


tion of King James I. ſoon after Lieutenant of Lancaſhire, and Juſtice in Eyre of all the 
King's Foreſts and Chaſes on the North-fide of Trent. Anno 1616, he was made Enight of the 
moſt Noble Order of the Garter ; being the ſame Year one of the Lords that attended King 
James, by his Majeſty's ſpecial Appointment, in his Journey to Scotland, and had afterwards, 
Anno 1623, the command of his Majeſty's great Ships and Pinnaces, to bring Prince Charles 
out of Spain; which Service, he happily performed, This ſaid Earl John, diſcerning that 

: the 
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form the liſt of ancient maſters - and of the moderns, the late 
Duke, Charles, encouraged and protected every man of merit in his 


E e day, 


the Title of Lord Roos, then claim'd by William Cecil, and accordingly enjoy'd, could not 
juſtly be made uſe of by himſelf as Heir-Male, by reaſon that Cecil was Son ard Heir of 
Elizabeth, the ſole Daughter of, and Heir to Edward, late Earl of Rutland, who had that 
Title by Right of Deſcent by Elianore, his Grandmother, Siſter and Heir to Edmund, Lord 
Roos, (as has before been noted) he procured a ſpecial Patent, bearing Date the 22d of 
July, in the 14th Jac. I. whereby, in conſideration that he was then poſſeſs'd of the Lord 
and Barony of Hamlake, it was declared, that he ſhould, therefore, be accepted and called 
Lord Roos, of Hamlake, and that his ſon and heir ſhould alſo enjoy the ſame name and 
Title : But dying without iſſue, Anno 1641, the Title of Earl did thereupon deſcend to 
John Manners, Eſq; then Lord of the Manor of Haddon, Com. Derby, (his principal Seat) 
as next Heir-Male, viz. Son and Heir of Sir George Manners, Knt. Son of John Man- 
ners, Eſq; ſecond Son of Thomas, the firſt Earl of Rutland of this Family. Which John 
took to wife, Frances, daughter to Edward, Lord Montague, of Boughton, and 
by her had Iſſue three Sons, George and Edward, who both died young; 
and John, Lord Roos, the ninth Earl, was created by Queen Anne Marquis 
of Granby, and Duke of Rutland. His Grace married to his firſt wife, Lady Anne, eldeſt 
Daughter of the Marquis of Dorcheſter, from whom he was divorced, and the Children 
which ſhe bore him were diſabled by Act of Parliament from inheriting the Honours and Poſ- 
ſeſſions of the Family. Being enabled by Law to marry again, he wedded Lady Diana, 
Daughter of the Earl of Aileſbury, Widow of Sir Seymour Shirley, of Stanton-Harrold, 
Bart, ſhe dying, he took to wife, Catharine, Daughter of Viſcount Campden, by whom he 
had Iſſue two Sons and two Daughters; John, who ſucceeded him, in 1711, born in 1576, 
who married Catharine, ſecond Daughter of William, Lord Ruſſel, Siſter to the then Duke 
of Bedford, by whom he had Iſſue four Sons and four Daughters. He dying in 1721, was 
ſucceeded by John, Lord Roos, born in 1696, who in 1717 married Bridget, only Daughter 
and Heir of Robert Sutton, Lord Lexington, by whom he had Iſſue five Sons, and ſix 
Daughters, She died in 1734, and her Children died all young, except the renown'd Mar- 
quis of Granby, born January 2, 1721, who has added Dignity to his illuſtrious Birth, not 
only by his brilliant Atchievements in Germany, but by the Philanthropy. of his Heart, 


He dicd in the life Time of his Father 1770, having firſt married in 1750, Frances Seymour, 


cldeſt Daughter of Charles, late Duke of Somerſet, Aunt to the late Ducheſs of Northum- 
berland, 
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day - he died too ſoon I- There is at leaſt one picture of each in the 
poſſeſſion of this family : ---- among which there are by Sir H 
Reynzlds, 

berland, by which Lady, who died in 1760, heihad Iſſue, 1. John, Lord Roos, born in 


1751, and who died in 1760. 2. Charles, the late Duke of Rutland, born March 15, 1754, and 
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married Dec. 26, 1775, to Mary Iſabella, Siſter to the preſent Duke of Beaufort, Siſter-in- 
Law to the Earl of Northampton, and Sir Watkin William Wynne, Bart. He died Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, much eſteemed for the amiableneſs of his diſpoſition, and for the up- 
rightneſs of his Adminiſtration, Her Grace of Rutland is now living—it might be judged 
indelicate to give what the Mind dictates: Panegyric mult reſt ſhaded for a time to riſe 


with brighter Rays. She has Iſſue by the late Duke, John-Henry, the preſent Duke, born 
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Son, born Oct. 24, 1780; another Son, born Dec. 21, 1781; and William Robert Albyne, 
born May 1, 1783. His Grace died whilſt Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Oct. 24, 1787, 
when he was fucceeded by his eldeſt Son, the preſent Duke. —3. Frances, born March 24, 
1753, married July 9, 1772, to George, Earl of Tyrconnel, from whom ſhe was divorced 
in 1777, and married, ſecondly, OR. 28, 1777, the Hon. Philip Anſtruther, ſecond Son of 
Jane, Baroneſs Newark, of Scotland, by Sir Alex. Anſtruther, Bart. and died Oct. 1786. 
4. Catharine, born 1756, died young. 5. Robert, born Feb. 6, 1758, mortally wounded 
in a naval Engagement in the Weſt-Indies, on the 12th of April, 1782.—“ That gallant 


young Nobleman, in the Command of the Reſolution of 74 guns, had been highly diſtin- 
guiſhed during the War, by a Series of the moſt brilliant Actions; and being moſt grievouſly 


wounded in this Battle, (though with fair Hopes of Recovery from the excellency of his 
Conſtitution) was, to the great Loſs of the Country and the Service, carried off by a 


locked Jaw, a few Days after, on his Paſſage to England.“ [Annual Regiſter, 1782, ] 


Of the Suttons—Robert Sutton, born Feb. 2, 1722, died Nov. 22, 1762, unmarried, — 


Geo. Sutton, born March 8, 1723, who took the name of Sutton after the death of his brother 
Robert, anddicd Jan. 7, 1783. He married Dec. 1749, Diana, daughter of Thomas Chaplain, 
of Blankley, in the county of Lancaſter, Eſq; by which lady, who died on May 13, 1767, 
he had Iſſue, 1. George, born Aug. 1, 1751; 2. John, born july 12, 1752, now in the 
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Army, married April, 1778, Miſs Manners, by whom he has Iſſue; 3. Robert, born Jan. 5, 
1754, in the navy; 4. Charles, born Feb. 1755, married May, 1778, to Miſs Thoroton, and 
has Iſſue; 5. Diana, married 1778, Thomas Dickens, Eſq; 6. Harriet, died an Infant; 


7. Louiſa-Bridget, born 1761, married, and has Iſſue; 8. William, died an Infant; 
: g. Thomas, 
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Reynolds, V. eft, Peters, Marlow, M ortimer, Angelica Kauffman, 
Gainſborough, &c. &c.— and in ſculpture, ſeveral buſts by Nollekens, 
The pictures of moſt note are, one by Reubens, of a F emale Saint 
receiving the crown of martyrdom from a Teſ# Bambino, who is 
ſeated upon the virgin's knees, accompanied by two other females, 
with ſeveral cherubs in the upper part of the picture, of an extraor- 
dinary merit, in that branch of painting wherein Reubens moſt ex- 
celled - colouring; the three women are poftraits of his three 
wives. A Shepherd and Shepherdeſs by the ſame maſter is re- 
markable for the brilliancy of its tints, and a Hercules and Antæus 
in the ſame apartment is well worth notice for its ſpirit and execu- 
tion (a), --- of Morigho there are three, one of which is the 
Holy Family - and thoſe celebrated pictures were once in 
the family of the Earl of Harrington. Claude de Lorrain 
furniſhes this houſe with five or ſix Morceaux from his deli- 
cious pencil ;---of Rembrandt there is an excellent Head of a young 
Man ;---but the old Head of St. Peter by Guido is, perhaps, the beſt 
performance of that kind in the world. Whether it be confidered 
as to expreſſion, drawing, penciling or colouring---in all it is ad- 


mirable ;---of Teniers there are many---the one of Dutch Proverbs 


9. Thomas, born Feb. 24, 1756 ; 10. Francis, horn in 1763, now in the army; 11. Charlotte, 
born in 1764; 12. Mary, born in 1766. His Lordſhip married, ſecondly, Feb. 5, 1768, 
Miſs Mary Peart, by whom he had a Daughter, born Aug. 4, 1770. 


(a) Of this great Maſter, Walpole tells you, there is in the royal Collection, a Landſ. 


cape, which exhibits an almoſt bird's-eye view of an extenſive country, with ſuch maſterly 


clearnefs and intelligence, as to contain in itſelf, alone, a School for Landſcape 
Painters, ; 
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is of his beſt performances ;- Jan Steen's picture of a Peaſant's 


% 


Family at dinner, with a child ſaying grace, has ſo much beauty 


and truth in every part, that it would ,of itſelf be well worth the 
trouble of mounting the hill to look at, though there were no 
other paintings in the caſtle ; ---- and Po/emburgh's adoration of the 
ſhepherds comprehends in it all the accuracy, ſweetneſs and de- 
licacy of that maſter ; --- nor muſt we forget a Man and his Wiſe, 
whole lengths, by Francis Help, they ſeem actually alive, the 
lady in particular has all that ſharpneſs, that acuteneſs of coun- 


tenance which in general characterizes thoſe ladies who excel in 


Curtain Lectures. Of Sir Joſhua Reynolde, there is that celebrated 
Nativity, from which is taken the painted window, by Jarvis, in 
the Chapel of New- College, Oxford, I lamented much to ſee this 
piece of excellence in a decaying ſtate ; in ſoine of the heightened 
parts, where the painter, to gain effect, has laid on a thick body of 
paint, it has cracked; and pieces of paint ſhell'd off the ſize of a 
ſhilling. =-=-- 7 has delineated the well-known ſtory of William 
de Albanac, with his three daughters, before King Alfred. Who 
can be cold at the ſight of theſe virgins? Albanac's ſword 
has no terror. Such nudities inſpire the aged with the love of 
woman! -- Peters's Saint John, and a copy from the great pic- 


ture of Madam de la Valliere, in the Carmelite Church at Paris, are 
delightful pictures. St. John is himſelf. -- Seaports in Italy, by 


Mark, ---- Banditti, by Mortimer. Venus breaking the Bow 
of Cupid, by Angelica; a Peaſant Family on a SummeFs Evening, 


and a fine Landſcape with Cattle, by Gainſborough ; and ſome views 
of 
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of Dublin, by Iriſh artiſts, ſufficiently evince the taſte and judgment 


of the late noble colletor. Beſides theſe, you are ſhewn in the 
Drowing-Room, amongſt many others, St. Andrew's Martyrdom ; the 


[lead of a Sheep, which appears ſtarting from the canvas; a Candle- 
light piece; the death of a Wolf, by Weenix, the Dog in this piece is 
an excellence, it breathes; an old Man's Head, I think, by Teniers; 
a Landſcape, by VNoverman; and an Adam and Eve, by Vander voſſ, 


are admirable paintings. ---- In a miniature caſe are Lord and Lady 


Granby, Count Bonivil, Oliver Cromwell, Queen Anne, Ducheſs 
of Somerſet, Lord and Lady Ruſſel, Charles the Firſt, a Nun with a 
bleeding Heart, and the Martyrdom of the Innocents. A good por- 
trait of Sir Joſhua Reynolds is hung in a corner of this room, exalted, 
looking cunningly over the whole. I very much coveted the origi- 
nal's taſte and judgment, to enable me to give a more acceptable ac- 
count of the contents of this caſtle, than what I have humbly ſub- 


ſtituted in theſe ſheets. 


In a ſmall apartment are whole lengths of Queen Mary, King 
William the Third, the Duke of Buckingham, Charles the Firſt, 
the Counteſs of Southampton, and the Earl of Angleſey by Sir 
Peter Lilley. Tn the ſame apartment are excellent paintings of 
Barbaroſſa, king of Algiers, by Yandyke, and the Holy Family, by 
40 be. — In the Great Dining- Room are, King Henry the 8th, by 
T1:lbens ; Lord Chaworth, by YVandyke ; and St. Peter, very fine, by 
CHIGID, === The Gallery (No. 1.) among others contains, a beauti- 


ful Landſcape with Sheep, by Gain/oorough ; a French Lady, by Mr. 
Ff Peters : 
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Peters ;---Lord Robert Manners, the late Marquis, the preſent 


Duke when a child, with his two. Siſters, Lord Mansfield, and. a 
Landſcape, are by Sir Foſbua Reynolds. A view of London-Bridge 
in the hard Froſt,. Pope Innocent the roth, and king John deliver- 
ing Magna Charta, are celebrated pieces. 


* 


In another Gallery are ſhewn ſome Indian curioſities. Among a 
number of pictures in this apartment; are, an old Monk, Lady 
Granby, and the preſent Ducheſs, good pictures; the two laſt are 
from Sir Foſhua's hand. But the moſt diſtinguiſhed work of the 
pencil is that ſeries of pictures, by Nicolo Pouiſſin, of the Seven Sa- 
craments -- they belonged formerly to- the Boccapadugh family in 


Rome, and were purchaſed at the expence of two thouſand three 


hundred guineas. -=--- I ſhould have been proud had I been honoured 
with a complete copy of the paintings in this caſtle, which I would 
have gladly communicated to the publio through the channel of this 
work; but what I have given, even imperfectly, I hope will. indicate 
a defire to pleaſe. - Such an aſſemblage of art. is fo rare to be met 
with in any one place, that were there no other motives for a ſtran- 
ger to viſit Belvoir, that alone would be ſufficient to claim the atten- 
tion of all men, who delight in works which humanize tlie mind and 
adorn the palace. The late noble duke has been ſtiled the Mæcenas 
of England, a father to his dependants, and a friend to his 


country. 

The chapel is ſmall; in it nothing ſtriking. The ceiling is 
painted, but not like the ceiling- painting at Burley, near Stamford. 
| In 
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Tn it is an organ ; but, like the pulpit, it is not much uſed, fince 
the late duke's death, In the court-yard you fee the remains of an 
older building than the front view of the caſtle ; which is neither 
ſtriking by art, or venerable from years. At leaving the caſtle I had 
a view of Grantham ſpire by the ſide of a wood on the right, and 


Lincoln minſter in the horizon,. at the diſtance of 26 miles. From 
hence alſo I ſaw Newark ſpire. At the foot of the hill are the ſtables, 
modern buildings. The inn below the hill, is. exceedingly conve- 
nient for ſtrangers : here is every accommodation that cleanlineſs 
and civil treatment is capable of, In the ſtables, belonging to the 
inn, have been found at various periods, human ſkeletons of rather 


an uncommon ſize. Here ſtood the Priory. 


TITLES ff te DUKE r RUTLAND. 


The moſt noble John Henry Manners, Duke of Rutland, Mar- 
quis of Granby, Baron Roos of Hamlake, Truſbut, and Belvoir, 


and Baron Manners of Hadden. 


See the arms of this family under the view of Belvoir caſtle. 


Motto, Pour y parvenir. In order to accompliſh it.“ 


OO ¶ r — 


See an account of the Huntingdon family, under the ſeat of Baron 
Rawdon, at Donnington-Park. 


- 
- 


BRADGATE:. 
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nner R 


| HESE are the remains of that manſion which gave birth to 

virtue, and was once the reſidence of beauty, and an exalted 
mind.---That accompliſhed female, Lady Jane Grey, whoſe page in 
hiſtory will continne to draw down the tear of pity from ſucceeding 
generations, was fond of this truly ſequeſtered ſpot ; the was bred, 
and ſtudied within theſe walls; and here the learnt the endearing 
leſſons of piety and humility ; here ſhe ſtored her expanding mind 
with claſſic knowledge ; NE here ſhe firſt felt emotions of tender- 


neſs and love for one who was to be her huſband and companion in 


ſufferin gs. 


The ſubjoined view, although it ſhews but little of the ruins, 
indicates the taſte of that Gentleman who judged it moſt proper for 
this work. The venerable oaks which incloſe the valiey; the hardy 
rock which here and there peeps through the moſſy hills, corroded 
and grey with revolving years ; the decaying trunk in the fore- 
ground, which ſeems unwillingly to yield to the hand of time; the 
little jumping quadrupeds, which now inhabit this lonely place, 
where once the firſt of females dwelt, all tend to fill the mind with 
ſenſations, hiſtoric and ſublime. (2) On my ſecond viſit to this 

favourite 

(a) Bradgate lies low, is hated ile valley, and Sands ups the handers af Chl 


foreſt, This manor did belong to the Earls of Leiceſter, and (by partition) came to Fer- 
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ſarourite ſpot ; after being ſhewn the remains of the apartment 
Lady Jane Grey was laſt in, my imagination was on the wing: I 


looked round and ſaw every object rich in diſorder. I traced the 


entrance to the hall, meaſured with my eye the magnitude of the 


apartments, and at length obtruded my wandering thoughts into the 
unſortunate Lady's dreſſing-room and her ſtudy, Her toilet and 
her jewels in the'former, were a tranſient fight ; but in her ſtudy 
my eyes were long axed, ſhe was at prayer, holding to her breaſt the 
book of God! ------- The ruin is moſtly of brick, it was a ſquare, 
with four turrets, one at each corner. The vaults, or cellars, are 
overgrown with nettles and alder. The garden walls are, in part, 
remaining; as is the terrace within. A little ſtream runs by the 
fide of the garden ; near which ſtand ſome beautiful old cheſnut- 
trees, which were in bloom when I made theſe obſervations, and 
gave the whole an air of grandeur. The pleaſure grounds are eaſily 
to be traced ; and although, now, they have ſomewhat the appear- 


ance of a wilderneſs, yet they ſtrongly indicate, that once, where the 


rers, (by deſcent) it came to Grey, from it deſcended to Thomas Grey, Marquis of Dorſet, 


who in the reign of King Henry VIII. built here a very fair, large and beautiful houſe, in- 
habited afterwards by his ſon, Henry Grey, Duke of Suffolk, Burton, 


In his time, it was the ſeat of Henry Grey, of Groby, deſcended from the ſaid 
Thomas, Marquis of Dorſet. 


This deſcriptive writer further informs us, that in 1608, the body of the Marquis was 
found, after lying in the earth 78 years ; he ſaw the cere-cloth cut open, and the body in a 


perfect ſtate. His words are, * that the body was in colour, proportion, and ſoftneſs alike to 


any ordinary corps newly to be interred. The body large in length, ſix feet wanting four | 


inches ; his hair yellow, his face broad, which might ſeem: to be thus preſerved by the 


ſtrong embalming thereof.” 


G g nettle 
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nettle and the thiſtle now reign in peace, the roſe and the lilly 


iprang luxuriantly. 


It is ſaid of the wife of the Earl of Suffolk, who laſt inhabited 
Bradgate-hall, that ſhe ſet it on fire, or cauſed it to be ſet on fire at 
the inſtigation of her ſiſter, who then lived in London. The ſtory 


— * 
— — 


1 = 


: = - - — >» 
- « - — jo 
12 2 7 SITES 
- — — - — 
A ; © Wks > * 
— : 2 2 2 _—Y — = = — 
- — -— — — - — _ | ind 4 
: — - — - 
— — — * 2 
— == _— = —  - —— 
—— — > . — 
— — — - — — — — 2 
— — - 
Aw ch . « 


is thus told. Some time after the Earl had married, he brought his 


lady to his ſeat at Bradgate ; her ſiſter wrote to her, deſiring to know 


—_— 


— 


» — 
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how ſhe liked her habitation, and the country ſhe was in?” The 
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Counteſs of Suffolk wrote ior anſwer that the houſe was tolerable, 


that the country was a foreſt, and the inhabitants all brutes.” The 
ſiſter, in conſequence, by letter, deſired her “ to ſet fire to the houſe, 


— 


and run away by the light of it.” The former part of the requeſt, it is 
faid, ſhe put immediately into practice. The burning is now viſible, 


Some fay that this immaculate lady had an. intrigue with her huſ- 


band's chaplain, 


Near the ruin, the Earl of Stamford keeps a good pack of fox- 
hounds, and a ſtud of hunters. The park is very extenſive, and 
walled round for the moſt part. The deer, in it, ſeem numerous. 
--- The chapel, which alſo ſtands near the ruin, was in a ſhameful 
diſorder a few years back : The heads, legs, and arms, in ſtone, of 
his Lordſhip's progenitors, lay blended with the dung of horſes 
and cows ; but now they are ſhut up from the eye of the viſitor : 
The chapel has been repaired, the windows, in part, brick'd or 


ſton'd up, and a ſtrong door and lock prevents further abuſe. 


& Alas! the ſtecd was flokn before the door was loch d.“ 


The 
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The Earl of Stamford has a hunting ſeat not far hence, called 
$toward's Hay, where his Lordſhip and his brother, the Hon. 
Booth Grey, reſide ſome time, during the hunting ſeaſon ; whence 
they (ally forth, joined by the neighbouring Nimrods, in queſt of 


\eynard. , 


« The pack wide-opening load the trembling air 
«© With various melody; from tree to tree 

« The propagated cry, redoubling bounds, 

« And winged zephyrs waft the floating joy 


«© 'Thro' all the regions near.“ 


This little dwelling, is encircled by woods extenſive and valuable. 
It poſſeſſes, internally, nothing but the conveniencies of a good 
farm- houſe: enough for the wants of two harmonious brothers, 


during their ſtay in Leiceſterſhire ; where health, from exerciſe, not 
exceſs, is ſtudied, 5 


Bradgate ruins, the extenſive woods, parks, and ſeveral manors 
adjoining, belong to the Earl of Stamford; whoſe anceſtors, 


it has been obſerved, reſided here. (a) His principal country 


reſidence 


(a) The firſt of this noble family, (which is of Norman origin) mentioned by Sir Wil- 
liam Dugdale, is, Henry de Grey, to whom King Richard I. gave the manor of Turroe, in 


 / 


* 7 
* Her. 


John, the ſecond ſon of the aforeſaid Henry de Grey, was ſheriff of the counties of Buck- 


ingham and Bedford, in the 26th of Henry III. and was much eſtecmed in that reign, for 


his great valour and courteſy ; whoſe deſcendants enjoyed the title of Lords Grey of Wilton, 
with great honour, till the reign of King James I. when Arthur, Lord Grey, died a pri- 
ſorer in the Tower, Anno 1614, being the laſt Lord Grey of Wilton. They alſo, from 
Roger de Grey, who lived in the time of Edward II. younger ſon of John, Lord Grey of 

Wilton, 
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reſidence is at Envil, in Staffordthire ; conſequently it deprives me 
of giving an account of the embelliſhments and valuables of his 
Lordſhip's 


Wilton, ſpread themſelves into another flouriſhing branch, under the title of Lords Grey cf 
Ruthyn; till Edmund, a deſcendant thereof, and at that time uſing the titles of Baron of 
Haſtings, Weysford, and Lord Grey of Ruthyn (a perſon famous in the reign of Henry V. 
and Edward IV.) was by the latter, in the 5th year of his reign, created Earl of Kent. 


Sir Edward Grey, ſecond ſon to Reginald, Lord Grey of Ruthyn, was the progenitor of 
the ancient and noble family we are now ſpeaking of, 

This Sir Edward marrying Elizabeth, ſole daughter of Henry, ſon of William, Lord 
Ferrers of Groby ; by reaſon of the ſaid Henry's death, in the liſe time of William, his fa- 
ther, became next heir to the ſame Lord Ferrers, and doing his homage, having then iſſue 


by her, had livery of the lands of her inheritance, and bore the title of Lord Ferrers of 


Groby. In the 27th of Henry VI. he had ſummons to parliament as Lord Ferrers of 
Groby, to diſtinguiſh him from Lord Ferrers of Chartl:y. 


This Edward died in the 36th of Henry VI. leaving Sir John Grey, his ſon and heir, 


about 25 years of age. 


Which Sir John Grey married Elizabeth, the eldeſt daughter to Richard Widville, Earl 
Rivers, and being lain in the battle of St. Alban's, on the King's part 3gth of Henry VI. 
left two ſons, Sir Thomas and Sir Richard; the latter afterwards was beheaded at Pomfret, 
1ſt Richard III: Elizabeth, their mother, till ſurviving, with whoſe beauty King Edw. IV. 
when ſhe came to him as a petitioner on behalf of herſelf and ſon, being captivated, made | ; 
her his Queen, and for her ſake, ſo much favoured her ſon, Sir Thomas, that in the 11th | 
year of his reign he created him Earl of Huntingdon, and retained him to ſerve in his wars 


of Normandy : alſo afterwards advanced him to the dignity of Marquis of Dorſet. 


Nevertheleſs, after the death of King Edward IV. in reſpect of his near relationſhip to the 


young King Edward V. (whom Richard, Duke of Glouceſter cauſed unnaturally to be mor- 


dered in the Tower) he was attained of high treaſon ; but taking ſanQuary, he got privily 


away, and fled into Brittany, with divers other perſons of note, to the aid of Henry, Earl 
| of 
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Lordſhip's ſeat, where he has long enjoyed the pleaſures deſervingly 
- attached to a well regulated progeny and family ; living under the 


guidance of Religion. 


H h The 


of Richmond, who not long after obtained the crown, by the name of Henry VII. He 
ſent for him to return to England, having left him at Paris, in pledge, with John Bourchier, 
for certain monies borrowed there : and on his arrival here, he reſtored him to his honours, 
and made bim of his privy council. By Cecilie, his wife, daughter and heireſs to William, 
Lord Bonville, he had iſſue ſeven ſons, viz. Edward and Anthony, who died young 
Thomas, who ſucceeded him; Richard, John, Leonard, and George, a clergyman ; and 
eight daughters. Which Thomas ſo ſucceeding him, in the 3d of Henry VIII. was made 
General of the forces ſent into Spain, conſiſting of 10,000 men; and was in favour with 
that prince to the time of his death, which happened Anno 1 530, in the 22d of Henry VIII. 
leaving iſſue (by Margaret, his wife, daughter of Sir Robert Wotton, knight, and widow 
of William Medley, Eſq;) four ſons, viz. Henry, Lord Grey, who ſucceeded him as Mar- 
quis of Dorſet ; John Grey, of Pirgo, Eſq; Thomas, and Leonard; which latter was after- 
wards deputy of Ireland, under Henry Fitzroy, Duke of Richmond, where he did great 
ſervice againſt O'Donnel and O'Neil ; but upon his return to England, upon divers articles 


of treaſon exhibited againſt him, he loſt hiy head on Tower-Hill, 31 Henry VIII. 


Henry, Lord Grey, ſo ſucceeding, was in the firſt of Edward VI. conſtituted Lord High 
Conſtable of England, for the coronation of that prince; and in his 4th year, ſuſtice Itine- 
rant of all the King's foreſts, and warden of the eaſt and weſt and middle marſhes towards 
Scotland, He firſt took to wife, Catherine, the daughter of William Fitzallen, Earl of 
Arundel ; but had no iſſue by her. Secondly, the Lady Frances, daughter to Charles 
Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, by Mary, the French Queen, his wife; and, by reaſon her two 
brothers died without iſſue, was, in favour to her, created Duke of Suffolk; by whom he 
had iſſue only three daughters : Jane, married to Guildford Dudley, fourth fon to John, 
Duke of Northumberland : Catherine, to Henry, Lord Herbert, eldeſt ſon to William, Earl 
of Pembroke, and being divorced from him, to Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford : and 
Mary, to Martin Keys, Serjeant Porter to Queen Elizabeth. 

| Upon 
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The Hon. Booth Grey, his Lordſhip's brother, ſerved in three ſuc. 


ceſſive parliaments for the Borough of Leiceſter ; and on every try. 


Ing 


Upon the death of King Edward VI. this Duke was, through the ambition of the then 
Duke of Northumberland, (whoſe aim was no leſs than to have the whole ſway of the king. 
dom) allured to countenance the proclaiming of his daughter, Lady Jane, to be Queen; but 
this attempt not ſucceeding, it coſt Northumberland, and ſome others, their heads; yet was 
this Henry ſpared, but was aſterwards ſo unhappy as to be buſy again, in order to oppoſe 


the marriage of Queen Mary with Philip of Spain; for which being forced to hide himſelf, 


he truſted to one Underwood, his keeper, lying concealed in a hollow tree, in his park, at 


Atley, who, afterwards upon a promiſe of a large reward, baſely betrayed him, ſo that not 
long after he loſt his head on Tower-Hill, the 23d of February, (ad Mary). Alſo, Tho- 


mas, his brother, being found guilty of perſuading him to take part with Wyatt, in thoſe 


_— 
— 


— — 


ſeditious attempts of oppoſing the Queen's marriage, was likewiſe beheaded. the 7th of April 
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Lady Jane Grey above-mentioned, was born in 1537, and was great grand-daughter to 


— > - > 


Henry VII. by his youngeſt daughter Mary, Queen of France. She married Lord Guild- 
ford Dudley, ſon of the Duke of Northumberland.——She had beſides a claſſical education, 


an exalted reverence for religion. Although the lov'd retirement and ſtudy, ſhe was per- 


ſuaded to be crowned Queen of England, by her ambitious relation. The ſanguinary 
Mary, however, ſoon daſhed her from the moſt exalted eminence, down to the fatal block; 


where ſhe diſplayed that magnanimity of ſoul unparalleled by her ſex. 
The Lady Jane, and her huſband, were beheaded Feb. 12, 1554. 


What is farther neceſſary to be obſerved concerning this unhappy Duke and his family is, 
that all his honours being loſt, did ſo continue till King James I. in the firſt vear of his 
reign, created Sir Henry Grey of Pirgo, in the county of Eſſex, (fon and heir of Sir John 
Grey, of Pirgo before mentioned, by Mary, his wife, daughter of Anthony Brown, Viſ- 
count Montacute), Baron Grey of Groby. His eldeſt ſon Henry, Lord Grey, was advan- 


ced to the dignity of Baron Bonville and Harrington, and Earl of Stamford, by Charles I. 


His eldeſt ſon, 'Thomas, died in his father's life time; leaving a ſon, named Thomas, who 


was the ſecond Earl of Stamford, who died in 1720, without iſſue, His honours, however, 
deſcended 


* — 


— — 
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ing occaſion, he ſhewed an independency of ſpirit, which did honour 
to his birth: He was attached to no ſet of men, but from conviction : 
Neither the ſlave of the Miniſter, nor the tool of Oppoſition, he 
retired from parliament with the character of an honeſt ſenator, in 


the year 1784. 


deſcended to Harry, grandſon to John, third ſon of Henry, the firſt Earl of Stamford, 
who marrying Dorothy, daughter to Sir Nathan Wright, by her, who died on the 12th of 
Auguſt, 1738, had two ſons and five daughters, viz. Harry, Lord Grey, and John Grey, 


Eſq; who married in June, 1748, Lucy, daughter of Sir Joſeph Danvers, Bart. This 
gentieman held the command of the Leiceſterſhire provincials, from the year 1760, 


the time of the new modelling the Militia under the firſt Pitt's adminiſtration, until his death, 
about the year 1778. The daughters were, Dorothy; Catherine, married, 1ſt, Mynheer John 
Trip, who died in June 1738 3 and, zdly, to Vanden Bempden, a Burgo-maſter of Amſterdam ; 
Diana, married, in September 1736, to Geo. Middleton, Eſq. Anne, married, in Oct. 1744, 
to Sir Richard Acton, of Aldenham, in Salop, Bart. and Jane, married, in June 1738, to 
George Drummond, Efq; Secretary to the Order of the Thiſtle, and died in June 1752, 
His Lordſhip dying in November 1739, was ſucceeded by Harry, fourth Earl of Stamford, 
who married, May 1736, Mary, only daughter and heir of George Booth, laſt Earl of War- 
rington; by which lady, who died Oct. 25, 1781, he had iſſue, George-Henry, the preſent 
Earl,—Mary, born April 17, 1739; married Feb. 24, 1764; to George Weſt, Eſq; ſe- 
cond ſon to the Earl of Delawar, and died March 1, 1783.—Booth, born Aug. 15, 1740; 
married May 10, 1782, Miſs Mainwaring, by whom he has a ſon, born Feb. 12, 1783.— 
Anne, born Jan. 23, 1742, and died in June 1743.— John, born May 22, 1743 ; married 
June 22, 1773, Suſanna, daughter of Ralph Leiceſter, Eſq. His Lordſhip died June 24, 
1768, and was ſucceeded by the preſent Earl. Born Oct. 1, 1737. 


Iſſue of the preſent Earl of Stamford, by Henrietta Cavendiſh Bentinck, ſecond daugh- 
ter to the late Duke of Portland, married May 3o, 1763. George-Henry, preſent Lord 
Grey, heir-apparent, born Oct. 31, 1765. Henrietta, born April 19, 1764, married Oct. 28, 
1785, to Sir John Chetwode, Bart, of Denham Maſſey, in Cheſhire, Maria, born June 30, 
1769, died an infant. Louiſa, born May 8, 1771. William Booth, born Sept, 10, 1773. 
Architell, born Dec. 16, 1774. Henry, born Aug. 23, 1776. Sophia, born Oc 7, 1777« 
Amelia, born 1778, | 
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TITLES of th EARL ff STAMFORYS 


The Right Honourable George- Harry Grey, Earl of Stamford, 
Baron Grey of Groby, Baron Bonville and Harrington. 


See the Arms in the annexed plate. Motto, A ma puiſſance. 
*© By my authority.“ 


STAUNTON HAROLD. 


HE ſeat of the Right Honourable Earl Ferrers, ſtands about 

20 miles N. W. of Leiceſter, three from Aſhby-de-la-Zouch, 

and 12 from Derby. Its ſituation is in a valley, which abounds in 

pictureſque beauty. The edifice is modern; built and deſigned 

about 25 years ſince by Waſhington, fifth Earl Ferrers, a nobleman 
celebrated alſo for his judgment in naval architecture. 


This place has been the reſidence of the Shirley family above 
three hundred years. It became their property by marriage, with 
the heireſs of Thomas Staunton, Eſq; of Staunton-Harold, who 
was deſcended from the Saxon king of that name. It is ſeparated 
from Derbyſhire by a brook, which runs out of a fine ſheet of wa- 
ter in view of the houſe. The old houſe which was taken down, 
had two turrets and gothic gates at the entrance: indeed the whole 
was in the ancient taſte, poſſeſſing that gloomy grandeur which, it 
ſhould ſeem, is the dread of the preſent age. 
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The nobleman who erected the preſent ſtructure, had nearly finiſh- 
ed it before his death; and it may with truth be ſaid, to be the lat 
geſt and moſt elegant diſplay of modern architecture in the county. 


It is a light and elegant ſquare building, backed by a fine wood, 
in contraſt with a wild heath, at a due diſtance, and a variety of 
dclightful ſcenery ſurrounds it : On the middle ground ſtands a beau- 
tiful Gothic church, where, in a vault under the chancel, ſeveral 
of this noble family lie buried. This church is ſkirted by a fine 
ſheet of water of conſiderable extent, adorned with ſwans ; over 
which 1s a new and ſpacious bridge, correſponding with the houſe. 


On the grounds above and below there is nothing ſtudied ; nature 
ſeems the miſtreſs of the vale, and of the hills 


« Tis thine own taſte, thy genius that preſides, 
Nor needs there other deity.” === —— 


The ſouth eaſt or grand front, ſeen in the view annexed, is in the 
{tile of Palladio. The pediment is ſupported by Ionic pillars, and 
thoſe again upheld by columns of the doric order. , The centre of 
this front is of ſtone, the reſt brick ornamented with ſtone, On 
the pediment ſtand three lively figures, from the antique. On 
the other parts of the manſion are alſo ſome ſpirited caſts, one of 
which is an exceedingly large lion, on the ſouth weſt front. This 
front is built in the form of a large Roman H.. On the north eaſt is the 
library front, which is very extenſive, and was originally deſigned by 
Inigo Jones, which defign is nearly preſerved in the- preſent 
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The church is of the beautiſul, and built by one as much eſteem- 


ed for his piety, as for his courage. The following inſcription is 


over the church door. © WHEN ALL THINGS SACRED 
« THROUGHOUT THE NATION WERE EITHER DE. 
«© MOLISHED OR PROPHANED, SIR ROBERT SHIRLEY, 


«© BART. FOUNDED THIS CHURCH, WHOSE SINGU. 
e LAR PRAISE IT IS TO HAVE DONE THE BEST 


% THINGS IN THE WORST OF TIMES.” Alſo is inſcribed 


in baſs relief letters, on the chancel, -under the battlements, 
« SIR ROBERT SHIRLEY, BARONET, FOUNDER OF 


« THIS CHURCH, ANNO DOMINI 1653, ON WHOSE 


« SOUL GOD HATH MERCY” (2). The church, which has 
three 


(2) The family of Shitley is derived from Saxon origin. The anceſtors of this houſe 
flouriſhed in opulence and dignity long before the Norman conqueſt, which is to be ſeen in 
a manuſcript book, entitled Geneelogica Hiſtoria demus Shirley arum, now in the Harleian li- 


brary in the Britiſh Muſeum, 


Saſuualo, then Sewalldus or Sewallis, lived in 1042, theſe -were Saxon names of this 
Family before, and at the time of the conqueſt. This Saſuualo, held of Henry de Ferrieres 
(Earl) lands in Derbyſhire, Lincolnſhire, Northamptonſhire, and Warwickſhire, —— 
ce This renowned familie of Shirley (ſays the MSS. in Britiſh Muſeum) hath produced for 


long, a ſucceſſion of noble perſonages, who have ſoe ' admirably conjoined the practice 


of moſt excellent virtues and nobleneſs of bloude, with ſoe great perfection, that theyr 


heroicke actions in the compleate union of theſe two rare qualities have farre 
ſurmounted the luſtre of theyre birth : for by theyre piety and meritts they have ac- 
quired all the prerogatives of honor and glorie, which may raiſe a houſe to height of 
ſplendor and engrave the memorie of its name within the eternitie of ages.” —The reſidence of 


Saſuvalo at the time of the conqueſt, was at Ettingdon, in com. Warwick. The firſt Lord 
of 
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three aiſles, is ornamented with an organ by Father Smith. The 
ceiling is painted; and there are a pair of elegant wrought iron gates 


to the chancel, with the family arms upon them. Here is a monu- 


ment, with a recumbent figure of a Lord Tamworth, well executed, 
and many family banners and trophies, The furniture of the church 


18 


of Ettingdon of that place, in that county, and of Shirley, or Shereley, in com. of Derby, 


bore the imperial ſtandard when the Duke of | Saxony was inveſted in the Roman empire, 


and acquiting himſelf well in the warrs, he afterwards bore in his ſhield fix pales or & ſable, 
foraſmuch as that ſtandard was compoſed of divers pales ſewed together. 'The Saracen's 
Head, the family creſt, was given alſo as a mark of their having fanalined themſelves in the 
eruſades. rar .fnce their marriage with Clinton, the family have taken their arms, viz, 
Paly of fix or & azure a quarter of Brittaine, that family of Clinton being allied to the 
Dukes of Brittaine: 

But to return. From Sewallis above-mentioned ſueceeded Henry his ſon, from how dee 
ſcended, in the paternal line, James, who being a knight and lord of Shirley, in the county 
of Derby, aſſumed his name from thence. His ſon, Sir Ralph Shirley, was knight of the 


ſhire for the county of Warwick, the 5th of Edward 1I. Thomas, his ſon, married a 
daughter of Ralph, Lord Baſſet, of Drayton, in Staffordſhire, who by her had Sir Hugh 


Shirley, knight, grand falconer to Henry IV. who was ſlain (clad in royal armour) at the 
battle of Shrewſbury ; the 4th of Henry IV. on the King's part. Taz sPirITs or 


SHIRLEY, STAFFORD, AND BLOUNT, ARE IN MY ARMS.” Prince of Wales's ſpeech 
in Shakeſpear's play of Henry IV. Sir Ralph, his ſon, was ſheriff for the counties of Not- 
tingham and Derby, the gth of Henry V. Ralph was his ſon and ſucceſſor, who married 
the heireſs of Thomas Staunton, of Staunton-Harold, whoſe ſon John was poſſeſſed in his 
mother's right of Staunton-Harold, which place he made his reſidenee, and it has continued 
to be the chief dwelling of his ſucceſſors ever ſince. He married a daughter of Sir Hugh 
Willoughby, of Wollaton, in Nottinghamſhire, and by her had Sir Ralph Shirley, knight, 


who for his great valour in the battle of Stoke, 2d Henry VII. was made a Banneret ; 
who by Jane, his wife, had Francis, his ſon and heir. He left John his ſon and - 


heir, 


130 SEATS IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 


is purple velvet, with rich gold fringe and embroidery. In it are 
alſo fix good bells, caſt at Sir Robert Shirley's expence, and inſcribed 
with his name. It is ſerved. by one of his Lordſhip's chaplains . his 
benefit ab libitum. i 


Staunton-Harold is a hamlet to Breedon ; but the tythes and 
all the lands within the lordſhip are the property of Earl Ferrers, 


Who 


heir, who died in his father's life time; but he left an heir to his father's honours, &c. named 
George, who ſucceeded his grandfather, who 5 created a Baronet in the reign of James J. 
He, by Frances, daughter of Lord Berkley, had Henry, which Sir Henry married the 
lady Dorothy, youngeſt daughter and co-heir to Robert Devereux, Earl of Eſſex and Eu, 
and Lord Ferrers of Chartley,. the favourite of Queen Elizabeth. who was deſcended from 
the only daughter and heireſs of Thomas of Woodſtock, Duke of Glouceſter, youngeſt ſon 
of Edward III. From this heireſs of the Earl of Eſſex, the preſent Earl Ferrers enjoys 
Chartley, and twelve other manors in the county of Stafford, By which Dorothy, he had 
iſſue, two ſons, and. one daughter, viz. Sir Charles Shirley, who died unmarried; Sir Robert 
Shirley, Bart. ſecond ſon ;. and. Lettice, married to Colonel William Bourk, or De Bourg, 
afterwards Earl of Clanriccard, in Ireland, by whom ſhe had iſſue, Richard, Earl of Clanric- 


card; and John, created Lord Bophin, in Ireland, in the reign of King James II. 


Sir Robert Shirley, only remaining ſon of Sir Henry Shirley, and the lady. Doro- 
thy, his wife aforeſaid, married Catherine, daughter of Humphrey Okeover, of Okeover, 
in the county of Stafford, and Wymeſwold, in this county, Eſq; and ſiſter to Sir Rowland. 
Okeover, knight, by whom he had iſſue three ſons, viz. Sir Seymour Shirley, eldeſt ſon, 
who married the lady Diana, daughter to Robert, Earl of Aileſbury, by whom he left a 
ſon, which died ꝓreſently after him. Sewallis, who died an infant; and Sir. Robert Shirley, 
third ſon. Alſo, two daughters, Catherine, married to Peter Venables, Eſq; Baron of 


Kinderton, in the county palatine of Cheſter; and Dorothy, married to George Vernon, of 


Sudbury, in the county of Derby, Eſq, from whom the preſent Lord Vernon is deſcended. 
In 
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who has very extenſive coal and lime works, and ſome veins of lead 


ore upon this eſtate, 


K k The 


Tn order therefore, we are now to obſerve, that upon the death of Robert Devereux, the 
laſt Earl of Eſſex of that name, (viz, only ſon of Robert, beheaded in the reign of Queen | 
Elizabeth, and brother of Dorothy, who became the wife of Sir Henry Shirley, as aforeſaid) 
without iſſue; the Earldoms of Eſſex, and Eu, becoming extinct, and the title of Viſcount 
Hereford, devolving upon Sir Walter Devereux, of Caſtle-Bromwich, in the county of War- 
wick; the principal remaining branch of that family King Charles II. reſtored to Sir Ro- 
bert Shirley, Bart. the title of Lord Ferrers, of Chartley, in the 2gth year of his reign, 
Anno 1677; he was afterwards of the Privy Council of King William, and Queen Anne; 
and Sept. 3, 1711, was advanced to the dignity of Viſcount Tamworth and Earl Ferrers. 
His Lordſhip died December 25, 1717. The preamble of the patent of the Earldom runs 
thus :—** Nothing can be a more acceptable ſubject of our royal favour, than that 
« virtue which is conſpicuous in noblemen, and is kept up by a ſtrict regard to their blood 
« and dignity ; ſince therefore our very faithful and beloved Counſellor Robert Lord Ferrers 
ce of Chartley, deſcended by the father's {ide from a very ancient family, being chief among 
« thoſe of the Equeſtrian order; but by the grandmother's fide, who was coheireſs of the 
* noble Earls of Eſſex ; uniting in himſelf the illuſtrious blood of York and Ferrers, was 
&* thought worthy by our uncle of kappy memory King Charles the Second, to revive the 
& ſeat and title which was due to ſuch great names, and as it were almoſt extinct, We fur- 
. © ther favouring that equitable purpoſe of our predeceſſor, and having regard to the unble- 
$M miſhed reputation, approved fidelity, and. ſteady virtue of this excellent Lord, are willing 
e to honour him with the ſplendor of a higher title in our moſt auguſt Houſe of Peers, where 
* he has always been the firſt propoſer or aſſertor of ſuch eouncils as were for the good of 
* the Commonwealth. Now know ye, &c,” 

Robert, Lord Ferrers, married to his firſt wife Elizabeth, daughter and heir to Laurence 
Waſhington, of Gareſdon, in the county of Wilts, Eſq; by whom he had iſſue ten ſons and 
ſeven daughters, viz. Robert, eldeſt ſon ; Waſhington, ſecond ſon, who married the daugh- 


ter of Sir Richard Levinz, in the kingdom of Ireland; Charles, third ſon, died an infant; 
Lewis, fourth ſon ; George, fifth ſon, died young; another Charles, ſixth ſon, who died 
young ; Ferrers, ſeventh* ſon, died unmarried ; Walter, eighth ſon, died young; Henry, 


P:Þ\h ſon; and Laurence, tenth ſon, 


Robert 
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The firſt apartment you enter in the ſouth front of this noble edi. 
fice, is the hall, which is a ſquare of about 40 feet by 16 feet high, 
Here 


Robert (the eldeſt ſon) born Sept, 4, 1673, married, 1ſt, Catharine, daughter of Peter 
Venables, Baron of Kinderton, who died in her nonage. He married, 2dly, 1688, Anne, 
daughter of Sir Humphrey Ferrars, Bart. of Tamworth Caſtle, by whom (who died Sept. 


27, 1697) he had one ſon, Robert, —this Robert became Lord Viſcount Tamworth on his 
grandfather being created Earl Ferrers, but dying unmarried 1714, his ſiſter Elizabeth be- 
came his heir, and married 1716, James, Earl of Northampton. It was to the memory of 
this Lord Tamworth, that the monument in Staunton-Harold church was erected.— Thomas, 
and Ferrers, who died young, and one daughter, by whom the Baronies of De Ferrars 
Bourchier Baſſet and Louvaine were conveyed to the preſent George Townſhend, Earl of 


Leiceſter,-Waſhington, ſecond ſon, who became ſecond Earl Ferrers, was born June 22, 
16773 married Mary, daughter of Sir Richard Levinz, Bart. and by her (who died 1740). 
had three daughters; 1. Elizabeth, married June 24, 1725, Joſeph-Gaſcoigne Nightingale, 
Eſq; and died Auguſt, 1731; and Elizabeth, who married Wilmot Vaughan, Earl of 
Liſburne in Ireland, and died May 19, 1755, leaving iſſue; 2. Selina, married 
June 3, 1728, to Theophilus Haſtings, Earl of Huntingdon, and who is now 
living, and mother of the late Earl of Huntingdon; 3. Mary, married June 29, 
1730, Thomas Needham, Viſcount Kilmorey, of Ireland, and died without iſſue, 
His Lordſhip died April 14, 1729.— Henry, third ſon, who was born April 14, 
1691, ſucceeded as third Earl Ferrers in 1729, died unmarried in Auguſt, . 1745s 
and was ſucceeded by his nephew Laurence, -Charles,, Lewis, George, Charles, Ferrers, 
Walter, all of whom died unmarried,—-Laurence, tenth ſon, was born Sept. 26, 1693, 
died in 1743, leaving iſſue by Anne, daughter of Sir Walter Clarges, Bart. of Hertford- 
ſhire, (who died in 1782), 1, Laurence, fourth Earl Ferrers, born Auguſt 1720, 
married Sept. 16, 1752, Mary, daughter of Amos Meredith, Eſq; and ſiſter to Sir William 


Meredith, Bart. who, after his-Lordſhip's death, married, March 28, 1769, Lord Fre- 
derick Campbell, brother to-the preſent Duke of Argyle ; which Laurence, Earl Ferrers, 


leaving no iſſue, was ſucceeded by. his brother; 2. Waſhington, fifth Earl Fer- 
rers, Admiral in the Navy, born May 26, 1722; married Miſs Ann Elliot of Plymouth, 
by 
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Here is a fine portrait of Sir Robert Shirley, by Yandyke. On the 
left is the principal dining-room, 42 by 30; beyond which is a 
room of good ſize, and a ſtair-caſe. From the right fide of the hall 
you enter a veſtibule, where is the grand ſtair-caſe. The common 


dining 


by whom he had no iſſue; and dying OR, 1, 1778, was ſucceeded by his next brother; 
3. Robert, ſixth and late Earl Ferrers, born July 10, 1723, married Catharine, daughter 
of Rowland Cotton, of Etwall, in Derbyſhire, Eſq; by whom (who Bed March 16, 1786) 
he had iſſue, Robert, the preſent Earl, born Sept. 21, 1756.,—Laurence Rowland, born 
Nov. 2, 1757, and died in February 1772.—Waſhington, born Nov. 13, 1760, married, 
1781, Miſs Ward, a relation of Lord Viſcount Dudley and Ward, by whom he has iſſue. 
His Lordſhip died April 17, 1787, when he was ſucceeded by his ſon Robert, the preſent 
Earl; 4. Walter, born Sept. 28, 1725, in Holy Orders, married, and. left iſſue, died. 
April 7, 1786; 5. Thomas, born April 6, 1733, a Captain in the Navy, married March: 
30, 1773, Mary, widow of Sir Stephen Anderſon, Baronet ; 6. and 7. Elizabeth and Anne, 
now living; 8. John, who died young; g. and 10. Jane and Elizabeth, who died in- 
fants. The ſeven daughters of Robert, firſt Earl Ferrers, by his firſt marriage, were, 
Elizabeth and Catharine, who died infants.—-Elizabeth, who married Walter, half-brother 
to Sir Thomas Clarges, Bart,—Anne-Eleanor, who died in May 17 54.—Catharine, who 
died unmarried, Oct. 1736,—Dorothy, married to John Cotes, Eſqz of Woodcote, in 
Shropſhire, and has iſſue.— Barbara. His Lordſhip married, 2dly, 1699, Selina, daughter 
of George Finch, Eſq; by whom he had the following ten children, making in all twenty- 
ſeven: Robert, born May 27, 1700, and died unmarried July 1738,—George, died an 
infant, George, born 1705, a Captain in the foot guards, married Mary, daughter of 
Humphry Sturt, Eſq; and had ifſue.—Sewallis, born 1709, and died Oct. 31, 1765, 
having married the Counteſs-dowager of Orford (late Baroneſs Clinton and Say, who died 
1781) and had no iſſue.— John, born 1712, died 1768,—Selina, married to Peter Bat- 


hurſt, Eſq; brother to Allen, firſt Earl Bathurſt, and died Dec. 14, 1777.—Mary, mar- 


ried to Charles Tryon, Eſq;. of Northamptonſhire.— Anne, married May 17,-1729, to 
Sir Robert Furneſs, Bart. and died Feb. 26, 1779.—Frances, who died unmarried, July 


15, 1778,-Steuarta, who died unmarried, January 1, 1768. 


The 
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dining parlour, which is adjoining, is 28 feet by 20; beyond which 
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is a handſome with-drawing room. The library meaſures not leſs 
than 72 feet by 18, and abounds with choice and valuable books, 
---When I am deprived of liberty, let me be impriſoned in a room 


like this; where diſtant objects are intercepted only by books; 
then the loſs of liberty, and the ſociety of men, bleſſings of the 
higheſt order when rightly uſed, would be ſupplied by the experience 
and wiſdom of paſt ages !- Here is kept the family pedigrees, 


one of thoſe which his Lordſhip politely ſhewed me, when unrolled, 


reached almoſt from one end of the room to. the other, on which is 
richly emblazoned the arms and ſome heads of his Lordſhip's pro- 
genitors ; on which alſo is written, abſtracts of wills, deeds and 


gifts. Here are ſeveral curioſities brought from India by one of the 


family, amongſt others, the compleat works of Confuſcius (the 
Chineſe philoſopher) in Indian characters; 16 imall quarto volumes, 


bound in Turkey leather. I alſo was ſhewn a very curious old bugle 


horn, or elephant's tooth, form'd like one, on which are ſome ex- 


The preſent Earl Ferrers is deſcended from and quarters the arms of the following fami- 
lies, viz.— 1. Meiſnell-2. Waldeſchef—3. Baſſet, Lord Baſſet of Drayton—4. Broaſe, 
Lord of Bucknor—5. Milo, Earl of Hereford—6. Newmarch, Baron—7. Baſſet, of 
Brailsford—$. Staunton, of Staunton-Harold—g. Lovett, of Alwell—10. Devereux, Earl 
of Efſex—11. Algar, Earl of Leiceſter—12. Bellamont, Earl of Leiceſter—13. Grantis 
Meiſnell, Baron of Hinkley—14. Peverell, Earl of Nottingham and Derby—15, Verdon, 
Baron—16. Lacey, Earl—17. Bigod, Earl of Norfolk, and Earl Marihal—18, Marſhal, 
Earl of Pembroke—19. Strongbowe, Earl of Pembroke—20. Marmorough, King of 
Leinſter in Ireland—21. Quincy, Earl of Wincheſter—22. Ralph, Earl of Cheſter— 
. Allen, Earl of Galway —24. Ferrers, Earl of Nottingham and Derby—25. Bohun, 
Earl of Hereford—26. Luteganhall, Earl of Efſex—27. Woodſtock, Duke of Glouceſter, 


ſon of Edward III. King of England—28. Bounchier, Earl of Eſſex and Eu—29. Wood- 
ville, Earl of Rivers—30. Lovain, Baron—31. Waſhington, 
cellent 
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cellent figures of dogs purſuing ſtags, and every ſpecie of game 
aſually hunted :---This very much reſembles Ulphus's horn, ſhewh 
at the cathedral of York, which is alſo an elephant's tooth; but 
that is not ſo rich in carved work, nor fo well executed as this, tho” 
the ſubject is. the ſame. Beſides ſeveral other good rooms, 1 bo 
in all, is a with- drawing room, 36 feet long, hung with an un- 
commonly rich paper, repreſenting blue puny edged with. a gold 


carved border. . / 


In a book, 1 is kept a number of official letters ſi igned by 
Charles I. to an anceſtor of Earl Ferrers, is a letter paſted on the 
cover of the book within, written by Charles II. to Lady Shirley, 


aſter the death of her huſband in the Tower; ; the annexed engra- 
ving is a fac ſimile of that letter, given to the n at the expence 
of his Lordſhip. | 


The note below is an extract from the great family roll beſore- 
mentioned : it reſpects the will of Sir Ralph Shirley, knight ; ſome 
parts of which are ſo connected with the hiſtory of this county, that 
I am happy in the opportunity of giving it to the public (a). | 

E700 | Earl 


„ 


(a) The laſt will and teſtament of Sir Raufe Shirley, kgigkt: 

IN Dei nomine, Amen, the 1oth day of March, in the year of our Lord God, 1513 
T Rauffe Shirley, knight, being in ſound mynde & memory, the periele of death diedbig” 
make & ordayne this my laſt will & teſtament in manner & form following. Firſt, I he- 
queath my ſoule to Almightie God, and to his bleſſed moder Mary, & to all the company of 


Heaven, & my body to be buried in the Abbey church of Gerondon, in the chapell where 
my fader & my wife been lay'd, with my due mortuarie & torches & other lights burning 


about my corps the day of my buriall, and 20l. of money to be diſtributed among poor 
people in Almome, by the direction of myne 6xecurors, Allo I will, that their be ſongem 
& ſaid 
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Earl Ferrers's collection of paintings at Staunton-Harold, are ay 
follow === 1 | 


| In the Hall, 


A pair of excellent Flower pieces, by Baptifia. A large picture, 


repreſenting General Monk receiving Charles the Second. Three 


Portraits. Sampſon and Deliah. Some Landſcapes. A Crucifixion 
unfiniſhed, in Chiaro Oſcura, ſuppoſed to be by Michael Angels. 
An oval picture, intended for a ceiling. Apollo chaſing away 

| Night, 


& faid, the day of my buriall, & as ſoon after as godely poſſible may be, a thouſand maſſes 
of requiem & other maſſes moſt expedient & behouefull for my ſouls health. Alſo I will that 
my debts be fully content & paid, without dyminution. Alſo J will that there be paid to the 
prior & convent of Tutbury, 138. 4d. out of the rents and profitts of my lands & te'nts 
in Eſterleck yearely for evermore. Alſo I will that every of my ſix bretheren, that is to 
fay, Thomas Shirley, Robert Shirley, Hugh Shirley, Nicholas Shirley, Richard Shirley, 
& Baudewyn Shirley, have, & be paied out of my lands, foure poundes of lawful money of 
England, at the feaſt of the Annuntiation, of our Lady, & St. Michaell the Archaungell, 
by even portions yearely, for tearme of thier lives, according to my fader's bequeath. 
Alſo I will, that my ſeoffees which I have enfeoffed in the mannor of Shirley, with the 
appurtennes, ſtand enfeoffed to the uſe declared in the ſame feoffments. Alſo I will that 
my feoffees, which be infeoffed by me, of and in the mannor of Hambroke, with the ap- 
purtennces, and in all the meſſes, lands, & te'nts, meadowes, leſues & paſtures, woods, 
1 recurtions & ſervices, and other myne hereditaments, with the appurtennces in Ham- 
broke, Erthcote, Weſtbury, & Combe in the pariſh of Weſtbury, in the county of Glou- 
ceſter, Magna Chelworth, in the county of Wiltes, & in the towne of Briſtol, after my de- 
ceaſe, make a ſufficient and lawful leaſe by indenture of the ſame mannor, and other thefe 


premiſſes, to Thomas the Abbott of the monaſtere of our bleſſed Lady of Gerendon, & 


che convent of the ſame place, there ſucceſſors, for tearme of 99 years; bynding the ſame 


Abbott, & convent, & there ſucceſſors, to ſynde an honeſt prieſt to finge dayly in the chapel! 


© 
_® 


where 
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Night, and her Attendants, a good painting. Portraits of a Man 
Cook, and an old Woman, by Vander Vaart, this alſo is eſteem d if 


f :ood piece. 
Dining Parlour. 


One of Wright's beſt pieces is here: The Lecture on the Orrery, 
it is an extraordinary performance; but the engravings from it are ſo 
numerous, that it needs not a minute deſcription. The perſon ta- 
king notes, repreſents Mr. Burdett, a celebrated ſurveyor and ma- 


thematician : 


Fhere Anne my laſt wife lyeth buried, and I purpoſe to lye, for the ſoules of me & the ſame 
Anne, & for the ſoules of Thomas Warner and Ellzabeth the parentes of the ſame Anne, 
& for the ſoules of John Shirley and Elioner the parentes of me the ſaid Raufe, and for the 
ſaules of Elizabeth & Anne my former wives, & for all the chriſtian ſoules. And alſo to 
fynde a convenient lodging within the abbey of Geronden for foure poore men, to be kept 
of Almonſe for the love of God: And on woman to be there keeper. Provided alway that 
they be ſuch perſons as be well diſpoſed, & hath neede thereto, & hath no other !yving ; & 
to give to every ſaid 4 men & woman 7 ſol every weeke, & to be paied on the Satterday 
with barbor and taunder, to pray for all the ſoules above rehearſed, during the ſaid tearme 
of 9g yeares, & thereupon ſufficient & lawful writing to be made betwixt my feoffees on the 
on party, & the ſaid Abbatt & convent & there ſucceſſors on the other party, after the 
wiſdom & diſcretion of the ſame ſeoffees, the revertion of the ſaid mannor of Hambroke, & 
other the premiſſes, to the right heire of me the ſaid Raufe Shirley, for ever after the ſaid 
tearme determined, if the dame mannor & other the premiſſes be not mortized afore the 
ende of the ſame tearme, & then the ſaid revertion to be extin& & adnulled, if it be morti- 
zed in the meane tyme. Provided alway, if the ſaid Abbott & convent & there ſucceſſors 
performe not the charge above rehearſed, contynually for ever in forme aboveſaid, then it 
ſhall be lawfvl to the heires of me the ſaid Raufe, to reenter into the ſaid mannor of Ham- 


broke, with the appurtennces, & in all the ſaid meſſes, lands & tenements, & other the 


Premiſſes in the ſaid countyes of Glouceſter and Wikes, & in the towne of Briſtoll, & the 
| Laid 


.— 1 
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thematician : He received the prize for the beſt County map v2; 
Derbyſhire) from the Society for encouraging Arts and Sciences. 


— 
— — — 


— 


| 
| 


He is now chief Engineer to the Prince of Baden, in Germany.--- 
The other figures are all Portraits; and the little Boy 1s intended 
for Mr. Lawrence Rowland Shirley, who was brother to the preſent 
Earl Ferrers. A picture of Fruit. A dead Peacock. and a Hare, 
by old Menix, is in a maſterly ſtile. A Landſcape, Figures and 
Ruins; the painter not known. Here are portraits of the firſt Earl 
Ferrers, and his Lady ; and of his daughters Lady Anna Eleanora, 
and Lady Barbara, all good paintings. 

Ol 


ſaid mannor and other the premiſſes to reteigne & hold as in my firſt eſtate, & the ſaid Abbott. 
& convent & there ſucceſſors thereof to put any thinge to the contrary made, notwichſtand- 
ing. Alſo I will, that my feoffees which I have enfeoffed, im my mannor of Barnham, in 
the county of Suff. ſuffer, ayde & helpe my ſervantes & others, to have & take the yſſues 
& profitts of the ſame lordſhip,. to the vie and profitts according to theſe patents by me to- 
them thereof made; & after the deceaſe of my ſaid ſervantes and others, I will that my ſaid 
lordſhip of Barnham, with all the yſſues and profitts of the ſame, come & be to the vſe & 
profitt of the monaſtarie and monkes of Geronden, to pray for the ſoules of me the ſaid. 


Raufe, Jane my wife, my parents & friends, and all chriſtian ſoules. Alſo I will, that all 
my landes & tenements in Hone, be to Anne Pulteney, my daughter, and her heires ; if I 


deceaſe without other yſſue of my body begotten. Provided always that if. the ſaid Anne, or 
her huſband that now is, or any other huſband in tyme to come,. their heires, executors, or 

any other myne heires, vex or trouble, or ſue any action or accountes of debt, by reaſon of 
covenants made in tyme, paſſed by any of myne anceſtors, or by me to any of the anceſtors 
of them. or of any of them, or lett or diſturbe the performing & execution of this my laſt will 
then I will that my feoffees of & in the mannor of Shirley, & myne executors ſhall receive, 
reteigne, & keep in their hands the yſſues & profitts of all the ſame mannor, & all the lands 
& tenements in Shirley, to they have received the ſum of zool. to defend the ſame actions; 
and after that done, I will that the revertion of the ſame mannor and lordſhip of Shirley be 
to my right heires. Alſo, I will, that my feoffees which be enſeoffed, of and in the lands 
& tenements in Ratcliffe upon Wreke, Worthington & Malburne, with the appurtennces 
which 
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Old Dining Parlour. 


Over the chimney piece, is a large picture of a Crucifixion, by 
Carraci, of wonderful effect; it chills the blood of a chriſtian be- 
holder. A ſmall full length of Charles the Second, in his robes, is 
very highly finiſhed, ſuppoſed to be done by a pupil of Yandyke. 
Four large Portraits of Ladies are well painted ; one of them ap- 
pears to be Charles the Second's Queen. The Decolation of St. 
John is but indifferent. And two Flemiſh Landſcapes poſſeſs no- 


thing ſtriking, 


Mm Library. 


which I purchaſed myſelfe, take & perccive all the rentes & proſitts of the ſame lands & te- 
nements, & to ſee the ſame rentes & profitts yearely to come unto the uſe & profitt of the 
chaunterie prieſts of St. Katherin, in St. Michaels church in Melburne, in the county of 
Derb. aforeſaid; which chaunterie prieſt I will ſhall uphold a free ſchoole at Melburne afore- 
ſaid for ever, taking of every ſcholar one peny by the quarter, & alſo to ſinge or ſaye dayly 
or yearely for ever on the Sunday, maſſe of the Trinity on the Mounday, maſſe of Re- 
quem; on Teuſday & Wenſday, maſſe of Salus Populi ; on Thurſday, maſſe of the Holy 
Goiſt ; on Fryday, maſſe of the Holy Croſs ; on Saturday, maſſe of our bleſſed lady, with 
placebs & derige, dayly ; except a double feaſte dovlettit, for the profitt of me the ſaid 
Raufe Shirley, and for the ſoules of John Shirley & Elioner his wife, the parentes of me, 
Anne, Elizabeth,. and Anne, my former wives, and Tho. Warger & Elizabeth his wife, & 


dayly an antiphyn of our bleſſed Lady, with de — for the founders & benefac- 


tors ſoul of the ſaid chauntery, & all chriſtian ſoules. Provided alway that my ſaid feoffees 


fee that the ſaid chauntery prieſt be an honeſt prieſt, & of good vertue & diſpoſition & living, 


Alſo I will, that my feoffees which be enfeoffed of & in all ſuch lands & grounds which I 
purchaſed myſelfe, in a cloſe, called Willowes field, within the pariſh of Rakedale, in the 
county of Leic. ſe that the rents & profitts of the ſame lands & grounds goe to the fynding 
& upholding of a lampe, to burne continually day & night before the bleſſed Sacrament, in 


the pariſh church of Rakedale aforeſaid, for ever. 
: Allo 
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Library. 


An excellent portrait of Walter Devereux, Earl of Eſſex. A 


good one of Shakefpear. And a very ſtriking one of General Monk, 
by Yandyke. But the Laſt Judgment, by Raphael, is great and awful, 
if it have any faults, they lie beyond my criticiſm - For this piece 


the preſent Earl's grandfather was bid 1000 guineas. 


Great Drawing Room, 


Over the chimney is a Venus with Cupids, by Corregio : T need 
not ſay, it is excellent. Czpprianz had 50 guineas for repairing it. 
I have 


* Alſo J will, that all my lands & tenements that be entayled to the heir male, & came unto 
me by inherrittance, in Rakedale & Willowes, Ratclifte-upon-Wreke, Long Whatton, & 
Dunton, remayne unto myne heires male, according as they ought to do of right. And 1 
will, that all other my lands & tenements before not rehearſed, goe & remaine unto the 
heire generall, according unto right. Alſo I will, that all ſuch perſons as I have made leaſes 
or grants unto, of lands, tenements, meadowes, & paſtures, or any other myne hercdita- 
monte, by indentors, copies, or patents, have, occupie & enjoy the ſame lands, tenements, 
meadowes & paſtures, or other my hereditaments, with the appurtennces, according to my 
leave & grant. Alſo I will, that all lands & tenements in Little Hambrooke, Erthcote, 
Weſtbury & Combe, in the pariſh of Weſtbury, in the county of Glouc. with the yſſues & 
profitts of the ſame, goe to the uſe & profitts of Smithes, chaplen, for tearme of 
his life, to ſing, ſay, & pray at the abbey of Geronden, in the co. of Leiceſter, for the 
ſoule of me, John & Elioner the parent of me, Anne, Elizabeth, & Anne, my former wives, 
Tho. Warner & Elizabeth his wife, & all chriſtian ſoules; & after the deceaſe of the aid 
Sir James, I will, that the ſaid lands & tenements, with the profitts of the ſame, goe & re- 


maine to the ſaid houſe of Geronden, according to the tenure hereafter enſuing. 


Alſo I will, that my feoffees which be enfeoffed, of & in my lands & tenements, in the 
countees of Glouc. & Wiltes, ſhall make & ordayne an honeſt prieſt, to ſing & pray at Lugh- 
borowe, in the co. of Leic. for the ſoules of me, John & Elioner the parents of me, Anne, 
Elizabeth, & Anne, my former wives, Tho, Warner & Elizabeth his wife, and all chriſtian 


ſoules; 
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J have ſeen pictures damaged by what is called repairing, but very 


few mended by the operation, 


The tinker when employed to cover 
A dirty hole, he makes another, 


To ſerve himſelf, or elſe a brother. 


Six portraits of Ladies, King Charles's beauties, duplicates of 


of thoſe at Hampton-Court Palace, and painted by the ſame hand; 
theſe, together with portraits of King Charles, and ſome other 


pictures, were given by that Monarch to Robert, Earl Ferrers, to 


whom, after thoſe profeſſions in his letter to his mother, he made 


ſoules; & alſo the ſame prieſt to uphold a free ſchoole at Lughborowe aforeſaid, during the 
tearme of gg years; & the ſame prieſt to have & perceive yearely, during the ſaid tearme, 
101. of lawful money, going out of my lands & tenements in Chelworth, in the co. of Wiltes, 
& in the towne of Briſtoll. And at the end of the ſaid tearme, I will, the faid landes, with 


the ſaid 101. rents, ſhall come to my right heire, if they be not mortized in the mean tyme. 


Alſo Iwill, that there be paid yearely to John Lout, my ſervant, during his life, 6s. 8d. 
going out of my landes & tenements in Briſtoll aforeſaid. And after the deceaſe of the ſaid 
John Lout, I will, that the ſaid ſome of 6s. 8d. & the reſidue & remaynment of the ſaid, 
lands, above the ſaid 1ol. remayne & come to the uſe & proſitt of the houſe of Geronden 
before ſaid, according to the tenor foilowing, Alſo I will that the reſidue of all my lands & 
tenements in the town of Briſtol, with the yſſues & profitts of the ſame, & the rents & re- 
maynments of all my lends & tenements in Little Hambroke, Erthcote, Weſtbury, Combe, 
& Chelworth, & elſewhere, within the co. of Glouc. & Wiltes, (after the deceaſe of the ſaid, 
John Lout), except the ſaid 10l. as is before rehearſed, revert, remayne, & come unto the 
uſe & profitt of the ſaid houſe of Geronden, of tearme of 99 yeares, & at the end of the ſaid 
tearme, the ſaid lands, with the profitt of the ſame, to revert and come unto my right heire, 
if they be not mortized in the mean tyme; and the abbott of the ſaid houſe of Geronden, & 
his ſucceſſors, to fynde two prieſts of the bretheren of their houſe, to ſing or ſay maſſe, & 
pray perpetually during the ſaid tearme, for the ſoules above rehearſed, & to keep the 
obiit. 


good 
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good his promiſes in ſome meaſure, by reſtoring him the barony of 


Ferrers ; but not till many years after his reſtoration. 


A very large picture, in which are full length figures of Lord 
Ferrers, his Lady, two Sons, and two Daughters; this is a 
well painted picture, by -- „ Who ſhould ſeem to be a pupil 
of YVandyke ; its colouring is great: This performance ſeems. to rival 
thoſe of his maſter. There are here many family portraits of his 
painting. Some good portraits of the Hon. Lawrence Shirley and 
his Lady; and of Rowland Cotton, Eſq; and his Lady : A very 
pleaſing picture of Lady Catherine Shirley. A Boy blowing Bub- 
bles, emblematical, by Mzchael Angelo, is very finely touch'd. 
Ruins and Figures, by Marcs Ricci. Two good Land- 
ſcapes, by Berghen. But the Head of a Virgin, by Raphael, would 
be a treat to the angel- painting Peters. The Encampment of an 
Army, by Weowverman ; and its Companion, a Battle, by Ditto, 
are very capital. A Sea-port, with ſhips careening; with its Com- 


panion, are in a good ſtyle, by a Venetian Maſter. 


Beſt Bed Chamber and Dreſſing Room. 


Over the chimney is a picture of live Fowls, by Menix, an ex- 
rellent performance. A land Storm alſo is excellent, by Pouſin. A 
very fine Flower piece, by YVare//. A pair of ſmall Landſcapes, by 
M. Ricci, beautiful. A Battle piece, finely touch'd, by Bourgonioni. 
Suſannah and the Elders, is from the pencil of Pelegrim, St. Ca- 
tharine, is a good picture. A portrait of Charles the Second, in the 


dreſs of the Order of the Garter, is from the pencil of Vandyſe. 
Here 
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Here is alſo a portrait of a Lord Tamworth, when a youth; and 
one of Waſhington, Earl Ferrers, father of the preſent dowager, 


Counteſs of Huntingdon. 
Bilkard Rooms, 


A capital Wood Scene, by Hoblina. Joſeph and Potiphar's 
wiſe, an old picture, is one of the beſt pieces I have ſeen on this 
unſcemly ſubject. The ſtory I have often thought improper for the 
public ear: but to depict female beauty with all its captivating 
charms, looſely attired, wanton in luſt, I judge, can neither aid the 
cauſe of virtue or religion, I remember an itinerant painter, who 
wanted to raiſe money to help himſelf and family from Leiceſter, 
painted drunken Lot and his two inceſtuous daughters, and had the 
piece raffled for: the man's choice I wondered at; but, that he 
{ould procure ſubſcribers alſo, ſome of whom were women, ſurpriſed 
me more. -In this room alſo are portraits of William the Third, 
and his Queen; George, Prince of Denmark; and ſeveral portraits 
of Ladies and Gentlemen. Over the chimney- piece is a view of 
Staunton-Harold, in its ancient ſtate: This may be correct, but it 
is not altogether pictureſque. (a) A Fleming drinking, is a tolera- 


ble performance. 


Nn Ear. 


(a) Mackey, in his tour through. England, in the reign of George the Firſt, calls Ear! 
Ferrers's ſeat at Staunton-Harold, “a noble ſeat, as big as a little town, and the garden 
acorned with ſtatues,” and adds, „ that this noble lord is of an eminent and ancient family 
he keeps as hoſpitable an houſe, and entertains as nobly, as any peer of the realm, At his 


gate is a new-built church, a very curious ſtructure of ſquare ſtone, of the founder whereof 


an inſcription in the front gives an account. The Earl Ferrers, whoſe firname is Shirley, is, 
— 
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A portrait of Sir Robert Shirley, to whom King Charles's let- 
ter was addreſſed, and one alſo of his Lady; and another of Sir 
Robert Shirley, the Perſian General, in a Turban, &c. Among 
other portraits in this room, is one of a Perſian Princeſs ; and one of 
a Daughter of Sir Humphrey Ferrers, of Tamworth Caſtle, Over 
the chimney piece is a good Landſcape, with Nymphs facrificing to 
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Earl PFerrers's Dreſſing-Room. 


Flora, by a French artift : The colouring is clear. Here are alſo 


two good miniatures, one of the favourite Earl of Eſſex; and the 
other of a Lord Tamworth. | 


The Earl's minor ſeat, at Ragdale, is noticed in the excurſions. (a) 
But the following curious extracts I judge proper to inſert here. 


Ex. certificationibus factis de feodis militvm temp. Henrici Se- 
cundi per Prelatos, et Barones in libro Rubro Scaccarij. 


Henrico Regi Angliæ Domino ſvo Chariſſime Willms. Comes de 


Ferrarijs faltm, mando vobis quod tempore Henrici Regis aui veſtri, 


NC. 


as I take it, ſon or grandſon of that Sir Robert Shirley, who in Oliver Cromwell's time was 
compelled by the uſurper to build him a ſhip of war at his own expence, which was accounted 
for thus: As ſoon as it came to Oliver's ear, that he had, at his own charge built this 


church, he ſaid, /ince he is ſo good at building churches withal, he ſhall build me a ſhip.” 


(a) Staunton-Harold great park was diſparked in 1623, by Sir Henry Shirley, Bart, 


DEREBISCIRE 


Carta Willmi Comitis de Ferrarijs. 


Henricus 
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Henricus filius Sewaldi tenuit quinque feoda militaria et modo 


gewaldis heres vtrorumq: tenet eoſdem novem feodym militum. 


Ex. libro m. Scaccario ex parte Rememeratoris Regis 


De feodis militym qvæ tenentur in Com. Nottingh. et Derb. qui 
non habent bria. de ſacutagio habendo. 


Comes Derbiæ tenet viginti octo feoda, &c. de quibvs de Sewallo 


filio xx. pro dimidio feodo militis in Hoka qvod tenet de Comite 
Derbiæ. 


Ex. libro de Inqviſitionibvs ex. officio captis in Scaccario ex parte 
Rememeratoris Regis 


WARX. LVIIC. 


Nomina eorum qui tenent feoda militaria in Com, Warr, et Leic, 
et de qvibus ipſi tenent. 


Feoda Comitis de Ferrers. 
LEIC. 


In Stanton Haravt et Wurthinton qvarta pars feodi qvam Philip- 
pvs de Stanton tenet de Roeſia de Verdon, et ipſa de eodem Comite, 


WARR. 


In Etindom vnvm feodvm qvod Sewallys de Etindon tenet de 
codem Comite, 


In Thorindon tres partes feodi qvas Wilts de Biſſopeſdon tenet de 
' Sewallo de Etindon et ipſe de predicto Comite. 8 


In Fulri dimidium feodum et ſexto pars feodi qvæ Rogerus de 
. FvIri tenet de eodum Sewalo et ipſe de eodem Comite. 
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In ſyperiori Etindon ſeptima pars feodi quam hæres Thomæ de 


Etindon tenet de eodem Sewallo, et ipſe de eodem Comitc. 


SyBsCRIPTL Henricus ct Fulcherus fratres-'germani filij. Sewali 
f11j Fulcheri magni nominis viri vixerunt Simul temporibus regum 
Henrici Primi ac Stephani Quorum Henricus tum tenuit de Roberto 
de Ferrarijs Domino Caſtri de Totteſbery quinque fœoda Militaria in 
Comitatu Derbeiz : Et frater Suus Fulcherus in eodum Comitatu 
tenuit de prefato Roberto quatuor feoda Huic inſuper Fulchero 
Willm's Prior de Totteſbery dedit quatuor bovatas terre in Sirlay - 
quas ei poſtmodum Robertus de Ferrarijs confirmavit vt ex cartis hic 
inſertis cernere licet. At Fulcherus fine liberis in fata cedens 
fratris ſui filio Sewalo. integritatem hæreditatis ſuæ reliquit. Qui 
tpe Regis Henrici Secundi Recognouit Supm. tenera de Willmo, 
Comite de Ferrarijs eadem ix feoda Militaria quæ Henricus pater et 
Fulcherus avunculus ſuus olim tenuerunt de Roberto de Ferrarijs 
Domino de Totteſbery auo paterno prædicti Comitis vt habetur in 
libro Rubro in Saccario repoſito. 


Roß ER TVS de Ferraris omnibus hominibus ſuis et fidelibus 
Saltm. Sciatis quod Prior Toteſberie et conventus per conceſſum 


meum dederunt Fulcherio filio Sewali et hæredibus ſuis in feodum 


quatuor bovatas terra in Sirlai per quatuor ſolidos Reddendos ad Feſ- 
tum Sic Johannis Baptiſte Singulis annis pro omnibus Seruicijs et 


Molendinum Suum quod habebat in Derebeia Similitor ei dederunt 


in feodum et hæredibus ſuis per conceſſum meum per ſex ſolid et octo 
denarios, Sc. Sicut in Carta declaratum eſt valete 
Sub Sigillo prædicti Roberti. 
. 
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TITLES f EARL FERRERS. 


The Right Honourable Robert Shirley, Earl Ferrers, Viſcount 


Tamworth, and Baronet. 
See the Arms in the Plate of Staunton- Harold. 
Motto. Malgre L'Envie, * In ſpite of Malice.” 


Heir- Apparent. Robert Sewallis, Viſcount Tamworth ; born 
November gth, 1778. 


STAPEEFORD E. 


HE ſeat of the Right Honourable the Earl of Harborough, 


ſtands about 19 miles N. E. of Leiceſter, and 4 from 
Melton-Mowbray. Its ſituation is rather low, conſequently the 
proſpects thence are confined. The edifice, which is of ſtone, ſtands 
on the higheſt ground of an extenſive park, well ſtored with deer, 
was built at three different periods : the oldeſt part has ſome- 


what the appearance of a catholic chapel, and has a number of 
ſhields and curious devices thereon : on the north end of which, 


among other devices, is a feathered figure with angeFs wings, 
holding a beam and ſcales: in one ſcale is a monſter, intended, it 


inould ſeem, to repreſent the wicked; and in the other is a praying 
5 Oo figure, 
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figure, which out-weighs the other, emblematic of the godly. 
Another device repreſents St. George and the Dragon, bad figures, 


On the eaſt fide of the building, is this inſcription, WILLIAM 
LORD SHERRARD, BARON OF LE'TRIM, REPAIRED 
THIS BUILDING, 1633, (a); and alſo whole length figures of 


Schirard, 


(a) This family derives its name from Schirard, who, at the time of the conqueſt, had 
great poſſeſſions in the counties of Cheſter and Lancaſter ; of which family was Humphrey 
cd of Thornton, in the firſt of thoſe counties, Eſq; whoſe grandſon Thomas Sherrard, 
was made a knight, and was a perſon of great note, in the time of Edward I, and from him 
in the fifth generation, deſcended Sir Robert Sherrard, knight, which Sir Robert, had a 
grandſon of his name, who by marrying with Agnes, daughter and heir to Sir Lawrence 


Hawberk, knight, had amongſt other poſſeſſions, the manor of Stapleford, in the county of 


Leiceſter, where from that time has been their chief ſeat. 


In the 16th of Henry VI. Lawrence Sherratd their ſon and heir, was High Sheriff of the 
county of Rutland, as he was of Leiceſter and Warwick in the 21ſt; and marrying Agnes, 
daughter and heir to John Woodford, Eſq; by her had four ſons, of which, Robert the eldeſt 
dying without iſſue, Geoffrey the ſecond ſucceeded, whoſe wife was Jacoſa, daughter to 
Thomas Aſhby, of Lowſby, in the county of Leiceſter, Eſq; and by her he had Thomas, 


his ſon and heir, which Thomas, in the 2 1ſt of Henry VII. was ſheriff of the countics 
aforeſaid, as his father had been in the 2oth of Edward IV. 


He married Margaret, daughter of John Helwell, Eſq; with whom he had the manors of 
Tigh and Whitſundine, in the county of Rutland, and Stanſby and Gunby, in the county 


of Lincoln, with other lands of inheritance, and was ſucceeded therein, by George, his 


Jon, who in the gth of Elizabeth, was High Sheriff of the county of Leiceſter. 


He married Roheſia, daughter to Sir Thomas Poultney, knight, and by her had Francis 
Sherrard, Eſq; whoſe wife was Anne, daughter to George Moor, Eſq; and by her he had 
three ſons, Philip, William, and George, of which, Philip the eldeſt, who was knighted, 


and George, the youngeſt, died without iſſue ; ſa that William, the ſecond ſon ſucceeded, 
and was made a knight by King James 1, 


This 
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gchirard, Lord of Chetelton ; King William the Conqueror; Gil- 


bert de Clare, Earl of Glouceſter ; Bartrim, Lord of Verdon ; 
Walter de Lacy, Baron of Antrim, and Earl of Ulſter ; Le 


the great warrior, this is well expreſſed ; and fix other figures, 


Here 


This Sir William Sherrard, was created July 10, 1627, Baron of Le' Trim in Ireland, 
by Charles I. and whoſe grandſon, Bennet, was by George I. advanced to the dignity of 
Baron of Harborough, on Oct. 19, 1714 ; afterwards on OR. 31, 1919, to be Viſcount 
Sherrard, of Stapleford ; and on May 8, 1719, created Earl of Harborough. From Phi- 
lip, the ſecond ſon of William, the firſt Lord Harborough, (to whom the remainder of the 
other titles were granted) deſcended his grandſon, Philip, the ſecond Earl of Harborough 
(who was brother to Margaret, wife of John Gilbert, late Archbiſhop of York, whoſe 
only daughter married the preſent Viſcount Edgecumbe and Valetort, by whom ſhe has iſſue 
a ſon), ſucceeded his uncle Bennet, Oct. 16, 1732 ; married Anne, ſole daughter and heir 
of Nicholas Pedley, Eſq; of Huntingdon ; and by her (who died Feb. 16, 1750) had iſſue 
Bennet, third and late Earl of Harborough, who married, 1ſt, June 27, 1748, to Eliza- 
beth Verney, eldeſt daughter of Ralph, Earl Verney, of the kingdom of Ireland ; and by 
her (who died June 7, 1756) had iſſue, 1. Charles, Lord Sherrard, born January 14, 1739, 
died young; 2. Harry, born Sept. 10, 1741, died an infant; 3. James, born February 25, 


1743, died young ; 4. William, born February 20, 1744, died young ; 5. Elizabeth, died 
young; 6. Charlotte, died young; 7. Mary, died young. His Lordſhip married, 2dly, os 


f July 3, 1757, Frances, daughter of William Noel, Eſq; and by her (who died Sept. 15, 
y 176c) had a daughter, Frances, born April 12, 1759; married, April 18, 1776, to Col. 
18 George Morgan of the foot guards, and has iſſue, His Lordſhip married, 3dly, on March 

31, 1761, Margaret, daughter of Thomas Hill, Eſq; of Tern, in Shropſhire ; by whom 
18 (who died Feb. 1, 1768) he had, 9. A daughter, ſtill born, Jan, 23, 1767 ; 10. Bennet, 
2 Lord Sherrard, born Feb. 1, 1768, and died the 21ſt of the ſame month. His Lordſhip 
d, married, 4thly, on October 8, 1768, Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas Cave, Bart. of 
d, Stanford Hall, in Leiceſterſhire, dy whom he had no iſſue ; and dying Feb. 24, 1770, with- 


out ſurviving male iſſue, was ſucceeded by his third brother, Robert, the preſent Earl. 
| John, 
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Here are the arms of Sherrard, Hawtrake, Browe, Woodvill, 
Woodtord, Calveley, Burditt, Barkley. 


The building which is ſeen in the view of Stapleford-Hall 
is extenſive, the other part was built by the preſent Earl, about 12 


years ſince. 


This houſe contains but few paintings, which are in genera} 


portraits, 
In the Library, 


Is a whole length figure of the late General Sherrard, the back 
ground repreſents an army in action, I judge in America. Here 
alſo are two book-caſes full of books: I doubt not but they are 
well choſen. 


Breakfaſt Parlour, 


Here is a model of Saxby church, which his Lordſhip is now 
re-building, 
Dreſſing - 


John, born May 15, 1713, died unmarried, April 25, 1746.—Robert, the preſent Earl, 
was born October 1, 1719. The other jſſue of the father of the preſent Earl were, Philip, 
born May 3, 1716, died an infant, —Daniel, born June 17, 1722, died unmarried June 
. 1744.—Philip, born March 1, 1727, Colonel of the 69th reg. of foot, who died the preſent 
year.— Elizabeth, born Feb. 3, 1705, died young.—Dorothy, born Nov. 10, 1707, married 
to the Rev. James Torkington, of Huntingdonſhire, by whom ſhe has iſſue two ſons and 
three daughters.—Lucy, born Dec. 4, 1710, died in 1781.,—Anne, born April 26, 1712, 
died in 1714.—Suſannah, born Jan. 16, 1714, died unmarried Dec. 1765.—Urſula, born 
OR. 2, 1717, died unmarried Sept. 1, 1745.—Anne, born Feb, 22, 1723, and died May 
19, 1724.—Catharine, born in 1730, and died ſpon after. 

Iſſue 
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Dres 15g: Röm Zela, 


Is ornamented with heavy gilding, and ſome portraits; and a 
ſmall, but beautiful painting of the Virgin May and her infant Son: 
The face of the child is heavenly, and that of its mother that of a 
virgin. Jeſus lies on his mother's lap, ſtretching forth a little hand 
to ſtroke the face of his mother; and the mother, with a ſweet ſe- 


renity, reclines her head to meet the innocent touch. This piece 


was never finiſhed, or it has been very much abuſed. 
With-drawing Room. 


Here is a beautiful Fire Skreen done by Lady Lucy Sherard : ſhe 
is attached to the arts ; and her drawings, in the houſe, ſhew that 
ſhe has merit. There is a pictureſque view of the Houſe and Park, 


in a pretty ſtile, done, I believe, by this Lady ; it is in the 
| Great Dining Room, 


Below, where, there is an excellent likeneſs of the preſent Earl 
of Harborough, in his robes. On his left hand is a portrait of his 
Grandfather ; and on the right, one of his father. 


Iſſue of the preſent Earl, who married, 1ſt, Catherine, eldeſt daughter and co-heir of 
Edward Hearſt, Eſq. of Saliſbury ; who dying without iſſue, 1765, he married, 2dly, in 
1767, the daughter of William Reeves, Eſq. of Melton-Mowbray, by whom (who died in 
1770) he had iiſve, Philip, Lord Sherard, born OR. 10, 1767; Lucy, born Oct. — 
1769. He married, zdly, in 1772, Dorothy, daughter and heir of William Roberts, Eſq, 
of Glaiſton, in Rutlandfhire, by whom (who died in 1581) he had a daughter, Sophia- 


Dorothy, born in 1775, and died in 1781. His Lordſhip was in holy orders when he ſue- 


ceeded to the Earldom ; and reſigned his church preferments 1 in 1773. Notwithſtanding, 
dipnities ſeem not to "Pal warped his mind from that divine profeſſion to which his Lord- 


Nip was educated, by the appearance of the new churches on his domains, 
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* 
* 


Great Hall, 


This room was fitting up for hoſpitality, in the old Nile, againſt 
the 1ſt of November, his Lordſhip's birth-day. The Earl, on this 


day, is happy in the company of his tenants ; who are alſo happy 
in return, with his Lordſhip's October, &c. 


In other rooms in the houſe are ſome ordinary Landſcapes, And, 
on the 


Grand Stair Caſe, 


Are three buſts, one a good likeneſs of the preſent Earl of Har- 
borough, and two of Lord Sherard. 


Grand Dining Room. 


Here is a fine portrait of the firſt Lady of the family, aged 22, 
A. D. 1622, with a young child, and another of her Huſband; 
and alſo a fine portrait of the Earl's ſiſter. Among a number of 
other portraits is one of Bennett Sherard, 1629, an excellent paint- 
ing. Over the chimney piece, which is of fine marble, is a Dutch 
Winter Scene. 


Scarlet Room. 


Here are three portraits of the preſent Earl's Aunts; and two 


whole lengths of Boys playing with Dogs, in one of them is a fine 
Dog's Head. 


I ſaw nothing more worthy notice within this manſion ; but with- 


out there is a beautiful ſheet of water, made, or enlarged by the pre- 


ſent Earl, This is a tranquil ſcene, the water is ſeen below the 
ctunks of ſome handſome trees; and, at the bottom of the ſlope of 


the 


— 
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we park, a little iſland pleaſingly breaks the line of the extended wa- 


ter, and the trees upon it, were (when I ſaw it) beautifully tinged 


vith the variegated hues of Autumn. 


« But ſee the fading many-colour'd woods, 
« Shade deepening over ſhade the country round 
« Imbrown ; a crowded umbrage, duſk and dun, 


« Of every hue, from wan declining green 
To ſooty dark.” (a) 


< 


* 


A bridge, alſo, over the water has a pleaſing effect. 


Over the entrance to the ſtables, on the park ſide, are the arms 
Wrothan, Cheſterfield, St. Liz, Durant, Knowles, Woodville; 
Helwell, Hawbark, Sherard, Poultney, More, Harpur, Denton, 
Chriſtopher, Calverly, F airfax, Pedley, Reeve, Hearſt, Cave, Hill, 
Noel, Verney, Bennet, Coldwell, Cave, Giliott, Danvers, Danvers 
Popham, Brulie, Puril, Bennet, Goldwell. -- On the other fide 
are the arms of Sherard and Cave quartered, Bennet and Goldwell, 
Sherard and More, 


The Parſonage-Houſe, which is ſeen in the view of Stapleford- 
Hall, is a good ſquare building ; but the church is new, and makes 
a pretty appearance, It was erected about the year 1784, at his 
Lordſhip's expence. Architect, Stavely of Melton. On the out- 
ſide of the church are the arms of Roberts, Hearſt,, Sherard, 


) Thomſon; 
Reeve, 
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Reeve, Brow, Folvile. Cave, Hill, Noel, Verney, Pedley, Fairfax, 
Denton, Calverley, Chriſtopher, Bennet, Pury, Giliott, Brancheſ- 
ter, Bruley, Danvers, Biſett, Moſley, Brabazon, Prieſt, Wood- 
ford, Burgh, Barnuck, Fitz, Marmon, Conſull, St. Hullary, Clare, 
Lacey, Verdon, Hawbark, Eyton, Helwell, Woodville. 


I entered the church with much pleaſure. It has one aiſle, and 
neatly pewed with oak ; the pews are ranged like a gallery on each 
ſide. It has fix bells; and chimes ; like moſt others I have heard, 
they hammer out a tune, ſtopping ſome time in the middle, as it 
were, to take their breath. Here is no pulpit; the preacher teaches 
from a gallery at the weſt end of the aiſle, where his Lordſhip and 
family ſit. Here is a new vault, but at preſent not the abode of the 
dead; and may the day be diſtant when it may be honoured with the 
earthly remains of his Lordſhip: for he lives and makes his depen- 
Cents happy. ----- The altar is of neat marble, and done by Brow: 
of Derby. Over the altar is a marble to the memory of Bennett 
Sherard, Baron of Le Trim, who died in 1699, aged 78; and of 
Philip Sherard, who died in 1694, aged 71 ; and of Bennet Sher- 
ard, who died in 1701, aged 52; and of Philip, Earl of Harbo- 
rough, who died in 1750, aged 70; and of Bennett, Earl of Har- 
borough, who died in 1770, aged 68, ---= The-beſt monument in 
the churches of Leiceſterſhire, I have yet ſeen, I judge, is here; it is 
done by Ry/brack, in beautiful, marble, and erected to the memory 
of the firſt Earl of Harborough, who died in 1732, aged 55. The 
figure of the Earl reclines with one arm upon a cuſhion, looking 
with complacence and affection towards his Lady, who fits near him 


with an infant child on her lap. There is a return of affecting love] 


I 


in 
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in her ſweet countenance, which, while it delights, you feel ſenſa- 
tions like thoſe of the deareſt kindred about to part for ever. The 
drapery of each figure, particularly that on the Lady, flows in the 
moſt chaſte and natural folds. The back ground is grey marble, 
the figures as large as life ; and over the whole are the arms of the 
family. --=- Another marble perpetuates the memory of Francis She- 
rard, Eſq; and of Sir Philip Sherard, Knight, his Son, who died 
in 1624, aged 37. -- Lord Sherard, Baron of Le Trim in Treland, 


who died in MDCXL. aged 52, has a neat monument: he and 


his Lady lie fleeping fide by ſide, clean and comfortable, as ſuch 
men and wives ſhould ſleep, (I fay clean, for, by the bye, I meet with 
many a once honoured Knight and Lady, whoſe effigies lie, now diſ- 
| honoured and neglected by their deſcendants, ſome weather-beaten 
and ſome covered with duſt and dirt); eight pretty praying figures 
of their children kneel round them ; and a ſweet babe, a ſpan long, 
looks angel-like ſleeping by their fides. This child's face is a maſ- 
terly performance. === This neat place of worſhip, which may long 
do honour to the Earl of Harborough's name, wants only ſome 
painted glaſs in the windows to give it an air of grandeur, On the 
floor of the church is a braſs plate, with the figures of a man and 
woman, and a number of children, all in the poſture of praying ; 
ſome part of the inſcription is not perfect: Hie jacet Corpa Waltri 
Sherard Armigi et Julie Conſortis fue filie Thome Aſmeby de Coveſby 

Armigi qui quidem Waltrus obiit---die men-=-le dm Meccc Iæxxx. 

Et prædicta Julia obit Sexto decimo die Septembris- A. D. 

Milt cece hexxx. Sedo quar” Animad et Omni. deus propitietur et 


in Dei pace requieſtant, Amen. 
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Carta Hen' comitis Lanc. and Leic. ſenaſchall Angliz, recitans 
eccleſiam de Stapleford, in com' Leic. excumbiatum eſſe inter Re- 
gem - & Rogerum Beler, quid libet Regi advoc' eccleſia Wyk- 
hambroke, Suff. &c. Roger tenuit hanc eccleſiam de comite Lanc. 


& dedit illam gardiano capellæ Sancti Petri per hanc donationem 
confirmat cartam. (a) 


TITLES ff te EARL T HARBOROUGH, 


The Right Honourable Robert Sherard, Earl of Harborough, 


Viſcount Sherard of Stapleford, and Baron Sherard ; alſo Baron 
Le' Trim in Ireland. | 


See the Arms in the Plate of Stapleford Hall, 


Motto. Heis honori invidia. An enemy's envy is an 
honour.” 


Heir= Apparent, Philip, Lord Sherard, ſon of the preſent Earl, 
born Oct. 10, 1767, 


(a) MNichol,s Collections. Ex Anotgr. inter Archivas Collegii armor, London 1714; 
vel per me P, Le Neve, Norry, 
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XIfKEBY- HAM 


H E Seat of the Right Honourable Viſcount Wentworth, (a) 


ſtands about 10 miles W. of Leiceſter, 4 from Boſworth, and 
5 from Hinckley. It is almoſt hidden by trees as you paſs through 


the village of Kirkby ; but on the road to Hinckley, near the turn- 
| pike 


(a) This noble family claims deſcent, maternally, from the Wentworths of Elmſhall, in 
Yorkſhire : Roger Wentworth was a favourite of Henry, Lord Scroop, and benefited by that 
nobleman's will, bearing date A. D. 1415. He married the widow of John, Baron Roſs, 
who was daughter of Sir Philip Spencer, of Nettleſted, in Suffolk, knight, This lady was 
poſſeſſed of not leſs than eight manors, when ſhe married. He left iſlue by this lady, Philip 
Wentworth, of Nettleſted, who was knighted by Henry VI. ; Henry Wentworth, and two 
daughters, Sir Philip left iſſue, (by Mary, daughter of John Clifford, of Weſtmoreland), 
Henry, his ſon and heir, who was made a knight of the Bath by Edward IV. He left iſſue, 
by his lady, (Anne, daughter of Sir John Say, knight), Richard, and three daughters. 
Richard was made one of the knights of the Bath at the coronation of Henry VIII. who for 
his valour was ſummoned to parliament, by writ, among the peers of the realm, in the 21ſt 
year of Henry VIII. He was not only in great favour with Henry VIII. but in the reign 
of Edward VI. he was made Lord Chamberlain of the Houſhold, and one of the Privy 
Council; and alſo obtained a grant from that Monarch of the manors of Stepney and Hack- 
ney. He left a numerous iſſue, (by Margaret, daughter of Sir Adrian Forteſcue, knight), 
among whom was Thomas, his ſon and heir, who was ſummoned to parliament among the 
peers of the realm the 6th year of Edward VI. He died in 1590, leaving iſſue (by Anne, 


daughter of Sir John Wentworth, knight) two ſons and a daughter: The eldeſt ſon dying 
in 
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pike houſe, you have a good diſtant view of it : Here the mind is 


left in an agreeable ſuſpenſe : the part of the church, which peeps 
above the groves or plantations, ſeems part of ſome grand building a 
little detached from the houſe, or rather it appears to be the ſummit 
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of the manſion itſelf ; and that part of the houſe, you ſee, appears 
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like an extended wing. 
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in his father*s life time, Henry, his youngeſt ſon, ſucceeded to his honours and fortune, 
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which he enjoyed but a ſhort time: He died in the 36th year of Elizabeth, leaving iſſue, 


— 2 — 


(by Anne, daughter of Sir Owen Hopton, knight) two ſons and one daughter. Thomas, 


— 71 


Lord Wentworth, his ſon and heir, was made knight of the Bath at the creation of Henry, 


Prince of Wales, and was in great eſteem with James I. and the unfortunate Charles, his 


— 22 * 


ſon, and ſucceſſor, who created him Earl of Cleveland. He was an active and an eminent 
commander in the King's ſervice during the civil wars, was twice taken priſoner by the re- 
bels, but happily lived to ſee the reſtoration, and was made Captain of the Band of Penſio- 
ners by Charles II. He lived to the age of 75. He left iſſue (by Anne, his wife, daughter 
of Sir John Crofts, knight) three ſons and three daughters. Thomas, his eldeſt ſon, died 
in 165 2, in his father's life time, after bravely fighting in the cauſe of Charles I. His bro- 
thers died young, and he dying without iſſue-male, the title of Earl of Cleveland became 
extinct; but the barony of Wentworth deſcended to his only daughter, Henrietta, who died 
in 1686. The barony then devolved to Anne, daughter of Thomas, Earl of Cleveland, 
who had married John, Lord Lovelace. She died in 1693, and left a ſon und ihres davgh- 


ters. John, the ſon, died without ifſue-male, in 1693, and Margaret, one of the daughters, 


married to Sir William Noel, knight. The wiſe of this John, Lord Lovelace was, 
Martha, daughter of Sir Edward Pye, who bore him a ſon, who died an infant, and three 


daughters, two of whom died unmarried ; but Martha, the ſecond daughter, married Sir 
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Henry Johnfon, who died without iſſue by her, in 1745, aged 85. In conſequence the ba- 
zony became veſted in the deſcendants of Sir William Noel, of Kirkby- Mallory, in this 
dounty, Bart, 
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the grounds on the left lie in a pleaſing irregularity ; but the tower 
of the old Gothic church, with the light pinnacle thereon, do not 


R r correſpond. 


John Noel, the ſon of Andrew, of Dalby, in this county, had by Ann, daughter and 
heir of John Fowler, four ſons and one daughter.—William, the eldeſt ſon, married Fran- 
ces, daughter of John Fulwood, Eſq. He died in 1641, leaving iſſue four ſons and four 
daughters. Sir van Noel, one of the (ons, ancefior to the preſent Lord Viſcount Went- 
worth, was created a Baronet in 1660, he died in 1670. He left iſſue by Elizabeth, daugh- 


ter of Sir Wolſtan Dixie, an only ſon, 


Sir William Noel, Bart. who died in 1681, who married, firſt, Margaret, eldeſt 
daughter of John, Lord Lovelace, who was Baroneſs Wentworth in her own right. His 
ſecond wife was Frances, daughter of Humble, Lord Ward. The iſſue, by his firſt wife, 
was two ſons : Sir Thomas, the eldeſt, died without iſſue in 1688, and was ſucceeded in 


honours and eſtate by his brother, 


Sir John Noel, Bart. who married Mary, daughter and co-heir of Sir John Clobery, 
knight, and by her had two ſons and a daughter. Sir Clobery, the eldeſt ſon, was eleQed 
one of the Knights of the Shire for the county of Leiceſter, in the firſt parliament of George 
the Second, and married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Rowney, Eſq. The other ſon, 
William Noel, Eſq; was member in two parliaments for Stamford, and Recorder of that 
Corporation, and in 1757 was made a Juſtice of the Court of Common Pleas. Sir Clobery 
left iſſue Edward, late Lord Wentworth; Clobery, a Clergyman ; Thomas, who was a 


Captain of a man of war; and Rowney, the late Dean of Saliſbury. 


Edward, the late Viſcount, ſucceeded to the Barony of Wentworth, of Nettlefted, in 
1745 ; and was created Viſcount Wentworth of Welleſborough, by patent, May 4, 1762. 
His Lordſhip married in 1743 Judith, daughter and heir to William Lamb, Eſq; of Nor- 
thamptonſhire ; and by her (who died Dec. 10, 1761) had iſſue as follows; Thomas, the 
preſent Viſcount, born Nov. 18, 1745.—Judith, born Nov. 3, 1751 ; married January 9s 
1777, Ralph Milbanke, Eſq; eldeſt ſon of Sir Ralph Milbanke, Bart. of Yorkſhire, —Eli- 
zabeth, born July 10, 1755 3 married June 19, 1777, James Bland-Burgeſs, Eſq; and 
died 
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In the park, near the church, where I took the annexed view, 
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correſpond. Some clumps of well diſpoſed trees on a hanging cop- 
pice, on the fide of an eminence, where a fictitious ruin might be 
happily ſtationed, form a picture, without the aid of ſome fine cattle 
grazing on land, in the higheſt cultivation ; (Lord Wentworth is a 
judge of, and doubtleſs profits by, a grazing farm). Here is a 
ſheet of water near the Hall, of conſiderable extent ; and it is an 
ornament to this, as water is to all ſeats. A lover's walk extends 
along its banks, embower'd with ſhrubs and evergreens : 
The bluſhing flowers below, and the warblers above, add charms to 
thoſe who ſeek the ſhade and the covert to meet returns of tender. 
neſs and love. 


O let me haunt this peaceful ſhade, 

« Nor let ambition e&'er invade 

«© The tenants of this leafy bower, 

“That ſhun her paths and flight her power. 


« Hither the peaceful Halcyon flies 
From ſocial meads and open ſkies, 


© Pleas'd by this rill her courſe to ſteer, 
« And hide her faphire plumage here.“ (a) 


died Jan. 25, 1779.—Sophia-Suſannah, born March 24, 1758; married Aug. 18, 1777, 
the Hon. Nathaniel Curzon, eldeſt ſon of Lord Scarſdale, and died 1782, leaving iſſue, 
His Lordſhip dying Oct. 31, 1774, was ſucceeded by his ſon Thomas, the preſent and ſe- 


cond Viſcount. . 


The preſent Viſcount Wentworth (in his father's life time) repreſented this county in par- 
liament ; and married in Feb. 1788, Lady Ligonier, by whom at preſent he has no iſſue, 


(a) An inſcription at the Leaſowes, 
This 
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This houſe is ſmall, built of brick ; but the park front has been 
lately ſtuccoed, and 1s as deſtitute of the grand, as it is of the gin- 
gerbread diſplays on ſome modern buildings, The contents of this neat 
little dwelling ſhow nothing to attract the admirers of the fine arts: 
a few old portraits, with that of the preſent Lord and his Siſter, are 


the whole of the paintings here. It is ſome conſolation, however, 
in ſuch a caſe, to one of a turn like myſelf, that I can paſs with 
pleaſure from the beautiful diſplays of nature and of art, to view 
the ſilent ſanctuaries of the dead. 


The church was near, and I entered it ; paſſing by the quiet 
reſting places of the once active villagers, now no more. Although 


it has but an indifferent appearance without, it is neat within : It 


has one long aiſle, well pewed, a chancel, and a good gallery. 


William Noel, Eſq; who married Frances, daughter of John 
Fulford, Eſq; of Ford, in the county of Warwick, has a mural 
monument to his memory. He was Lord of the Manor, and patron 
of the church of Kirkby-Mallory. 


Sir William Noel, Bart. who died in 1675, has a monument to 
his memory in the heavy Admiral Benbow ſtile ; he reſts upon one 
arm, in armour, He, we are told, had two wives, the firſt was 
Margaret, daughter of John, Lord Lovelace, Baron of Hurley. 
His ſecond wife was Frances, daughter of Humble, Lord Ward, 
Baron of Birmingham, His daughter Frances, by his laſt wife, 


cauſed this monument to be erected, 


Here 
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| Here is a tablet to Sir John Noel, Bart. the fon of Sir William, 
by his firſt wife ; he died in 1697, aged 31. He married one of 
the daughters and co-heirs of Sir John Clobery, of Breadſtone, in 
the county of Devon. 


Sir Clobery Noel, his ſon, is alſo remembered here; he died in 
1733, aged 49 ; two ovals, in the medallion taſte, repreſent him and 
his Lady, He married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Rowney, 
of Oxford, Eſq. 


Here is a neat monument, in taſte, to the memory of Thomas 
Noel, Eſq; a Captain in the Royal Navy, and third ſon of Sir 
Clobery Noel. He was mortally wounded on board the Princeſs 
Louiſa, in the engagement with the French on the 26th of May, in 
1756; he died the 5th of June following, and was buried at 
Gibraltar, in the 39th year of his age. 


Not the beſt monument here, is erected to the memory of the late 
Edward Noel, Lord Viſcount Wentworth, who died in 1774, and 
to his Lady, who was Judith, daughter of William Lambe, Eſq; 
of Frandiſh, in the county of Northampton. The vaſe wants 
grace. This was erected by the preſent Lord Viſcount Wentworth, 
out of filial affection. = 


Here is an old ſtone, on the floor, with the figures of a man and 
his two wives, one on either ſide ; ſome praying children are placed 
at their feet. A Thomas Lamb, Eſq; died in 1738, aged 73. 
Arms fig. 6. plate 6. --- In this church alſo is a flattering inſcription 


to the memory of H. Thomas, M. A. who was Miniſter here 40 
years, 
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years, he died in 1727. It 1s «Re that he might well deſerve a 
good character, when living; bat partial friends, overflowing with 
affection, often ſay too much of their relatives when dead. -- 
Strangers muſt ſuſpect the great perfections, engraven on many tomb- 
ſtones of the dead. Sepulchral praiſes are, perhaps, the only things 
diſguſtful near the earth that covers a dead man's bones; they are 
often impious. Not content with attributing virtues to men which 
belong to ſaints and angels, they often aſpire to the exalted qualities 
of the DEITY. Theſe and ſuch like expreſſions muſt offend. 
The moſt exalted virtues — Rich in every good work — Pious without 
entation — Charitable to all — Had no enemy — The kindeſt father — 
The moſt liberal benefattor — A mind adorned with every ſocial and 
chriſtian duty — Abounded in virtue, and in every good work — Led a 
life unſbotted — Was hke the meek and bumble Feſus — Fortified againſt 
the terrors of death — A lamb-like being — His Creator found him too 
good for this life, therefore took him to his heavenly bliſs = He is gone 
into the boſom of his father — Immaculate — Died in a certainty of a 
«/orious reſurrection — Changed this mortal life to fit on the right hand 
bis heavenly Father, &c. &c. &c. What a clamour was raiſed 
up, in the laſt century, againſt the painted church windows, and the 
tombs and braſſes placed to perpetuate the memories of catholic 


prieſts, holy warriors, and founders of churches ! Their inſcrip- 


tions inſtead of trumpeting up praiſes, generally end in the moſt 
pious ejaculations; and in the moſt humble manner they requeſt 


you to pray for their departed ſouls, as if much had been left undone, 
8 \ when 
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when ſummoned to the grave. Let a proteſtant, about to diſplay 


the virtues of his kindred dead upon a tomb, look at the braſſes, &c. 
of the fifteenth century, and he will behold, figured thereon, a 
whole family with uplifted hands kneeling, crying, as it ſhould ſeem, 
to their Saviour and their Judge for mercy ! mercy ! mercy ! Such 


repreſent to us humble candidates for heaven, I have often wondered 
that topographical writers, particularly thoſe of repute, ſhould be 


fond of retailing the fulſome praiſes of the dead ſo common now in 
churches and church-yards. To me the writers of the inſcriptions 
appear to be at ſtrife, who can deſcribe beſt, thoſe qualities which 
belong, only to the inhabitants of heaven. 

\ 

Notwithſtanding what has been ſaid above, churches and church- 
yards learn us the moſt uſeful leſſons. Where can a mortal, with 
a mind fitted for contemplation, retire to more properly, than to theſe 
filent manſions ; where all around preſents us with admonitions 
ſuitable to wean us from the little things of paſling life : The mo- 
numents of the great, which tell us of titles, honours, and property, 
remind us of the death-bed, the ſhroud, and the grave. Perhaps if 
a converſe with the dead (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) were 
more frequent, we might hear leis of the world's pleaſure, and much 
leſs of, what we all bewail, its bickerings. I think Hervey, ſome- 
where in his meditations among the tombs, has given us theſe apt 


interrogatories. * Muſt this fad change ſucceed in me allo ?” 


Is the time approaching when this body ſhall be conſigned to its 
clay-cold bed? Ves, the time is faſt approaching.“ 


A reader 
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A reader who knows that I have lately viſited the greateſt part of 
the churches in this, and many in a neighbouring county, will 


readily excuſe this little digreſſion. The excurſions have made me, 
as it were, in habits of familiarity with the dead. 


TITLES f VISCOUNT WEREWORLEH 


The Right Hon. Thomas Noel, Viſcount and Baron Wentworth, 


and Baronet. His Lordſhip has been lately appointed one of the 


Lords of his Majeſty's Bedchamber. 
See the Arms in the Plate of Kirkby-Hall, 
Motto, Penſe à bien. Think for the beſt,” 


Heir- Apparent, If his Lordſhip ſhould die without iflue, the 
Viſcount will be extin& ; the Barony, being a title in fee, will be 
in obeyance between his Lordſhip's two ſiſters, the Ladies of Ralph 
Milbanke, Eſq; and the Hon. Nathaniel Curzon ; and the Baronetcy 


will devolve on the heir of the late Dean of Saliſbury, 
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CASTLE-DONINGTON, 


HE Seat of the Right Hon. Lord Rawdon, (lately that of 

his uncle, the Right Honourable the Earl of Huntingdon, 
deceaſed), (a) ſtands at an eaſy diſtance from the town of that 
name ; 7 miles from Loughborough, and about 18 north weſtardly 
of Leiceſter. The edifice is a low ſtructure, and its appearance, 
detached from the views about it, has nothing to attract the parti- 
cular notice of a ſtranger. But the ſcenery around is extremely 
beautiful: Donington-Cliff verging on the river Trent, is a fine and 
marking feature : You ſee the ſite of its caſtle ; and you are almoſt 
compelled to ſee, in idea, its lofty towers, touching the paſſing 
clouds, The eminence is luxuriantly cloathed with fine hanging 


wood; and the river below is rich in filver ſtreams, paſſing along 


the 


(a) That illuſtrious nobleman derived his deſcent from Robert de Haſtings, portreeve 
of Haſtings, in Suſſex, in the reign of William I. From him deſcended William de Haſt- 
ings, ſteward to- Henry I. The grandſon of this gentleman, William de Haſtings, was 

: ſummoned to parliament, among the peers of Lincoln, in the firſt year of King John, where 
William, King of Scotland, did homage to that King. Edward III. declared one of his 
ſucceſſors, Laurence de Haſtings, at an early age, Earl of Pembroke ; being defcended from 
Iſabel, the eldeſt daughter and co-heir to Aymere de Valence, Earl of Pembroke. This 
title, however, died away with his ſon John, who died at the age of 17, without iſſue. In 
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the banks of extenſive meadows miles in length. The town of 
Donington, witk its taper ſpire, is a romantic ſcene. As to the 1 
park, it is one of the fineſt in pictureſque beauty I ever beheld, its 
gentle ſwells, its verdure, and the beauteous aſſemblage of trees 


thereon, are ſplendid charms to the amateurs of natural pictures. 


«« When firſt the orient rays of beauty move | 

« The conſcious ſoul, they light the lamp of love, 
Love wakes thoſe warm deſires that prompt our chace, 
« To follow and to fix each flying grace.” 


cc — Such is the Maſter's care, 
« Curious he culls the perfect from the fair 3 
judge of his art, thro' beauty's realm he flies, 
« Selets, combines, improves, diverſifies ; 
« With nimble ſtep purſues the fleeting throng, 
And claſps each Venus as ſhe glides along.” 
Te . Our 


a collateral branch, however, William de Haſtings became of conſiderable note in the reign 
of Henry VI. In the 34th of this reign, he was ſheriff of the counties of Warwiek and Lei- 
ceſter. He was alſo made ranger of the chace of Were, in the county of Salop, by Ri- 
chard, Duke of Vork, to whom he was a faithful ſervant. He was particularly eſteemed by 
Edward IV. He was made Maſter of the Mint; held the Stewardſhip of divers Manors be- 
longing to the King; was made Lord- Chamberlain of the Houſhold, and Chamberlain of 
North-Wales . was ereated july 26th, 1461, Baron Haſtings ; had the grant of ſeveral 
Lordſhips, and inſtall'd Knight of the Garter. When the Earl of Warwick forced King 
Edu ard from the realm, he followed his fortune, and returned to England with him. And 


in that extraordinary battle at Barnet, he commanded 3000 horſe, He afterwards enjoyed | 
alt 
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Our Srſt maſters of landſcape painting might here add to their 
ſtore of ſelected beauties, for here is a pleaſing diverſity of ſtudies 
for the pencil, | ; f | | 


Although there be a little error above, reſpecting the diſtance of 
this place from Loughborough and Leiceſter, which ſhould haye 
been at leaſt 10 miles from the former, and 21 from the latter ; yet, 
the diſtance I am perſuaded will be.but of ſmall conſideration to 
thoſe, whoſe taſte prompts them to viſit ſuch admirable beautics 


which ſurround this dwelling. 


— 


The manſion, I am informed, is likely ſoon to put on a different 
appearance alterations, additions, and a new front are talked of. 
I differ much in opinion from the topographers, who ſay, that 
* There is little within this houſe worth ſeeing.” I am confident 


that 


all the favours and fortunes his maſter could beſtow ; after whoſe death he was ſuddenly 


murdered by the order of Richard, the then Lord Protector, afterwards King Richard III. 


His ſon Edward, who ſucceeded, him, had reſtored to him all his eltates in the ſucceed- 


ing reign : Henry VII. for his attachment to his governme, in which he ſhewed himſelf a 


warm friend, during the rebellion of John, Earl of Lincoln, honoured him with his parti- 


cular friendſhip. He died in the 22d year of Henry the Seventh's reign, bearing the title 


of Lord Haſtings of Hungerford. He left iſſue by Mary, his wife, daughter and ſole hei- 


reſs to Sir Thomas Hungerford, George, his ſon and heir; who was advanced by Henry 


VIII. to the title of Earl of Huntingdon. He died in the 35th year of this reign, leaving 


— ä 


iſſue by his Lady, who was daughter of Henry, Duke of Buckingham, five ſons, of which 


— —w— — 


Francis, the eldeſt, ſucceeded to his eſtates and dignities, He was made alſo Knight of the 
Bath by Henry VIII. and elected Knight of the noble order of the Garter in the reign of 


— — — 


— — — — — 
— —— 
. 


Edward VI. He was an eminent commander againſt the French; and conſtituted of the 


— 


Privy Council, In the reign of the firſt Mary, he oppoſed the Duke of Suffolk, and took 


him 
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that it contains great treaſures for the antiquary and the hiſtorian : 


ſuch, in my humble opinion, if they appeared in the monthly topo- 


grapher, (a work which I read with pleaſure) as would greatly add to 
its value: the materials might furuiſh the editors of that work with 
new matter, not for a month, but for years. Edward Dawſon, 
cent, who holds the reſpectable office of Bailiff of the Borough of 
Leiceſter, and is Steward to the Right Hon. Lord Rawdon, and was 
long in the ſame honourable employment under the late Earl of 
Huntingdon, has taken much laudable pains in methodizing, pre- 
ſerving, and copying, with great care, many old and extremely 
curious letters which paſſed from the Kings and Queens of Eng- 
land, and from ſome of the great actors under the crown during the 
reigns of Edward IV. Mary I. Henry VII. Elizabeth, and James I. 
to the heads of the family of Haſtings ; particularly thoſe which 
were ſent to Sir William, afterwards Lord Haſtings. Several of 
theſe letters Mr. Dawſon entertained me in reading; and he alſo 
ſhewed me the Agnatures of many great characters, which he has 


copied 


him priſoner to the tower. He died in the early part of the reign of Elizabeth, and left a 


numerous iſſue by his Lady, the daughter of Lord Montacute, | 


Henry, his eldeſt ſon, ſucceeded him, and in the reign of Elizabeth, was inſtalled Knight 
of the Garter, and made Lord Lieutenant of the counties of Leiceſter and Rutland ; he had 
charge of Mary, Queen of Scots, and was of the Privy Council, He died in 1595, with- 
out iſſue by his lady, Catherine, daughter of the Duke of Northumberland. In conſequence, 


George, his younger brother, ſucceeded to the eſtates and dignyies of the family. Francis, 


by Dorothy, daughter of Sir John Port, of Etwall, in the county of Derby, married and 


died in his father's life time; but leaving a ſon, Henry, he became heir to his grandfather's 


honours and eſtates. 


This 


Dr eee 
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copied with a nice exactneſs. The following of which he has obli- 
gingly promiſed me; they ſhall appear accurately engraved in this 


DO Cn 
— = - 


work: Lord Haſtings's, Mary's 1ſt. Edward's 4th, Henry's 7th, 
Elizabeth's, James', Earl of Huntingdon's Preſident in the North, 
Cardinal Pool's, Margaret, Counteſs of Saliſbury's, Richard, Earl 
of Warwick's, Cardinal Wolſey's, and Right Hon. Earl of Lei- 
ceſter s; and I doubt not but at the kind interceſſion of Mr. Daw- 
ſon, Lord Rawdon will permit me to give to the public alſo a copy 
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of a letter from Queen Elizabeth to Lord Haſtings, reſpecting the 
impriſonment of Mary, the unfortunate Queen of Scots. However, 
be that as it may, I hope his Lordſhip will be inclined to give to the 
public, ſome day, a volume of theſe letters, under the judicious in- 
ſpection of Mr. Dawſon, who deſerves much praiſe for his great 
care and ſelection of real valuables of a family, who have been long 


in 


This Henry was made Lord Lieutenant of the counties of Rutland and Leiceſter, and Stew- 
ard of the Duchy of Lancaſter, He died in 1643, leaving iſſue, Ferdinando, by Elizabeth, 
third daughter of the then Earl of Derby. A younger ſon, Henry, was for his fidelity to 


Charles I. created a baron, by the title of Lord Loughborough. 


Ferdinando had ſummons to parliament among the Barons vita patrit) and continued 


Lieutenant of the counties of Leiceſter and Rutland. He died in 1655, and left iſſue, by 
the only daughter of Sir John Danvers, knt. Prime Serjeant at Law to James I. and 


Charles I. He was ſucceeded by his youngeſt ſon, Theophilus, three elder brothers died 


unmarried before his their father's death. 


Theophilus was. of the Privy Council to James IT. and held ſeveral honourable employ- 
ments under that Prince. His ſon George, by his firſt wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 
John Lewis, knight, who ſucceeded him, died unmarried, In conſequence, Theophilus 

by 
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in the moſt active and honourable employments in the ſtate. Theſe 


papers may throw ſome light on the ſhaded tranſactions of the 
government of this kingdom, in former reigns ; and thereby render 
eſſential ſervice to ſucceeding hiſtorians. I know not the qualiica- 
tions neceſſary for a F. S. A. but this I know, that men, like Mr. 
Dawſon, deſerve an honourable diſtinction; for if the papers I have 
mentioned had fallen into the hands of many, who might be igno- 


rant, or regardleſs of their value, they probably would have been 


bundled from the evidence room, on account of their tattered and diſ- 
ordered ſtate, and convey'd to the dunghill, or the ſnuff-ſhop, 
while the deſpiſer of old things, who ſent them thither, might per- 

Uu | haps 


by his ſecond wife, who was daughter and ſole heireſs to Francis Fowler, Eſq; ſucceeded 
his half-brother in 1739. He died in 1746, having married Selina Shirley, ſecond daugh- 
ter of Waſhington, ſecond Earl Ferrers, who is now living ; he had by this lady four ſons 
and three daughters ; the eldeſt ſon, Francis, the late Earl, ſucceeded his father in honours 
and eſtates ; but he dying unmarried, the title became extinct; the principal eſtates have 
devolved on Lord Rawdon, eldeſt ſon of the Earl of Moira, in Ireland, by the late Earl of 
Huntingdon's ſiſter, Elizabeth, third wife to that nobleman.. 


Lord Rawdon's deſcent is honourable : His father was created Lord Rawdon of Moira in 
1750, and was advanced to the dignity of Earl of Moira in 1761. Francis, Lord Rawdon, 


was born December 7, 1754 and after diſtinguiſhing himſelf in the Britiſh army in Ame- 
rica, during the late troubles in that country, was created a Baron of Great-Britain in 
1783. 


His Lordſhip's family is of great antiquity : His anceſtors were ſettled in the reign of 
William I. at the town of Rawdon, near Leeds, in Yorkſhire, where they had a fine eſtate 


| Franted them by the Conqueror; part of which, and the manſion-houſe is Kill in the poſ- 


ſeſſion 
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haps have been employed in reading a ſclection of hackney'd epi- 
taphs on modern grave-ſtones in church-yards, ſuch as“ Afflictions 
ſore, long time I bore,” &c. and which alſo notice the important 


deaths of thoſe 


« That ſerve to fill up pages here 


cc As with their bodies ditches there.“ 


I know not why, but ſome of our modern topographical wri— 


ters deſcend too much to little things : the ſame page, that ends 
the account of the life of a great ſtateiman, a native of the diſtri 
they are deſcribing, begins that of an humble villager, remem- 
bered no where but in the church-yard, at the expence of ſome one 


who benefited by his death. May we not compare ſuch writings to 


ſeſſion of the Earl of Moira. The following whimſical lines are taken from the original 


deed of gift mentioned in Peever's Funeral Monuments, 


J William, King, the thurd yare of my reign, Fa 
Give to Paulyn Roydon, Hope and Hope-Towne, 
With all the bounds, both up and downe, 

From heven to yerthe from yerthe to hel, 

For the and thyn, there to dwel, 

As truly as this king ryght is myn ; 

For a croſſe-bowe and a arrow, 

When 1 ſal come to hunt on yarrow. 

And in token that this thing is ſooth, 

I bit the whyt wax with my tooth, 

Before Meg, Maud, and Margery, 

And my thurd ſonne, Henry, 


an 
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an itinerant bookſeller's ſtall, in a market-place ; where you meet 
with the little pretty ſtories of Fack Hickathrift and Tom Thumb, 
arranged on the ſame ſhelf with the works of the great Mit rox, 


and the immortal SHAKESPEAR. 


In the Dining- Room, 


I found ſome good portraits ; among which are two fine heads, 


one on either fide the door. Rembrent's pencil brought from the 


canvas one of them. Jane Shore is lightly veiled, and looks like 
the original, beautiful. Here allo are portraits of the Earl of Pem- 
broke; Francis, Earl of Huntingdon, in Henry the Sixth's time; 
Henry, Earl of Huntingdon, who was Prefident in the North ; a 
Lady Haſtings, daughter of Lord Harrington; a Lady Dudley ; 
Lord Loughborough, in Charles the Firſt's time; George, Earl of 
Huntingdon, by Sir Godfrey Kneller; Charles Brandon, Duke of 
Suffolk, 1544, aged 64, a venerable face; the preſent Lord Corn- 
wallis is here, done by Gainſborough ; Mamſel de Gondes, is a 
pretty portrait, and a boy with a bird's neſt, has merit; a Duke of 


Clarence, in armour, in Edward the Fourth's time, the late Earl of 


Huntingdon aptly compared to the ghoſt in Hamlet, 
The Hall, 


Is a low room, and was formerly a chapel': The ceiling is 
ſupported by pillars in the middle, and it has ſome curious carving 
upon the beams. Here is a fine buſt of Cromwell, in marble, 
done by Wiltan; it ſecured the artiſt an honourable employment 
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under his preſent Majeſty. Oppoſite to Cromwell, is a buſt cf 


Peter the Great, brought by the late Earl from abroad: It is 
eſteemed a good likeneſs ; it may be ſo, and I think it is a good 
piece of ſculpture ; but Lavater would have been puzzled to have 
found the marking lines in his countenance, denoting his greatneſs : 


It ſeems a good butcher's face. 
Library. 


Here is a Dutch piece, and one or two battle pieces of ſome merit. 
But the beſt piece in this room is King Solomon and the Queen of 
Sheba, by old Stone. Little inferior to that is a ſmall Sea-piece, 
Beſides which is the late King of Pruſſia; and ſome religious 
figures on wainſcot pannels, taken from Aſhby-de-la-Zouch caſtle, 
painted on both ſides. 


In the Gallery, 


Is the late Earl's father; a fine whole length of Lord Rawdon, 
by Gainſborough ; Robert, Earl Ferrers, Lady Huntingdon's uncle; 
a whole length of Charles the Firſt's Queen ; Ducheſs of Cleveland ; 
Francis, Lord Haſtings; Marſhal Laudohn ; the late Emperor 
of Germany ; and a fine view of Venice, which came out of the 
collection of the Shirley family; the figures in this piece are inferior 
to none I have ſeen. Beſides the above, here is a painting of Colo- 
nel Doyle, Lord Rawdon's friend; and Joſeph Brant, the war 
chief of the Mohawk Indians; and ſome others. Here is alſo a fine 
head, by an ancient maſter.. 


In 


SEATS IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 175 


In Mr. Dawſon's room, I ſaw ſome fine old miniature paintings 
preſerved in a ſmall cheſt, among which are. two by Cooper : Sir 
John Lewis; and Lewis, Counteſs of Huntingdon, wife of Ferdi- 
nando. Queen Elizabeth's is a fine miniature ; and fo is the Lady 
of Henry, Earl of Huntingdon, Preſident of the North, done by 
Oliver. In the cheſt alſo, is preſerved, a beautiful reſtoration medal, 
the weight of 16 guineas; it appears now as if immediately from 


the mint. In it allo, is preſerved, a fine head, ſet with rubies. 


Some good paintings the late Earl of Huntingdon ſent from this 
ſeat, to his houſe in town, ſome few years fince. 


I ſhould have been happy to have ſeen a good portrait here, of the 
late Earl's mother, the living Counteſs of Huntingdon, whoſe 
amiableneſs of diſpoſition, and ſanctity of heart, will deſervedly, at 


ſome future period, honour the biographic page. 


The caſtle, (ſee page 8) which ſtood on the bold eminence at Do- 
nington, has but little remaining. The laſt time I ſaw it was in 
December, 1790. The rains then had ſo ſwelled the Trent, that it 
was deemed imprudent to attempt a paſſage over it, which I wiſhed 
for, intending to go to Nottingham that night. I contented myſelf, 
in conſequence, to ſleep at Caſtle- Donington, and next morning, 
Dec. 16, (during that tempeſtuous wind, which blew down one of 
the new 'pinnacles from St. Mary's tower, Leiceſter) I went with 
my landlord to make a {ketch of the little remains; but I was obli- 
ged to be contented with making a drawing afterwards, from me- 
mory, at my inn, the wind being ſo uncommonly troubleſome. 
While I was upon the caſtle hill, the ſcene was extraordinary ; The 
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man who occupies a part of the ruin, and his ſervants, were buſy 


in ſecuring the thatch which covers it ; the wind had made a breach 
in the roof, and the thatch blown from thence was whirling in the 
air : The crows were alſo blown from the trees, and the little birds 
from the hedges, and in the air we ſaw them contending, in vain, 
with the wind, to recover their ſtation : The taper ſpire of the 
church, which ſtands bleak, ſhook viſibly : Trees were bending 


their wint'ry branches, in obedience to its power. The Trent, ws 


ſaw, without its boundaries, in troubled ſtreams, floating in the 
meadows : In the ſtreet of the town of Donington, below us, we 
beheld people, for a time, ſtationary, holding by a poſt or a wall 
for ſafety ; as to ourſelves, in deſcending the hill, we experienced, 
more than once, its reſiſtleſs power, by being forced down on our 
breech, where we fat, for a time, ſmiling at our inability to riſc. 
— This day to me will be ever memorable ; I was twice blown 
round with my little horſe ; and once fat ſkulking, like a ſtarved 
chicken under a corn-ſtack, in a farm yard, to make a drawing of 
the ruins of Hemington chapel. Here I experienced, what ſeldom 
happens in a town or village, while a perſon is making a drawing, 
the company of no rude intruder ; not a villager was to be ſeen paſ- 
ling ; they were, I apprehend, where I coveted to be, by a good fire- 
fide ; a much better place than peeping over my ſhoulder. As to 
my ſon, (who was with me on this, as he has been on many 
other excurſions) he fat on his horſe, holding mine, weeping, pelted 
and ſhoved by the rain and wind, ſometimes ſcarcely able to keep on 
his ſaddle, while I was delineating this little religious ſanctuary. 


TITLES 
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TITLES f LORD RAWDON. 


The Right Honourable Francis Rawdon, Lord Rawdon, Baron 
of Rawdon, in Yorkſhire, His Lordſhip is the eldeſt fon of the 
Earl of Moira, in Ireland ; and heir-apparent to that nobleman. 


See the Arms in the Plate of Donington-park Hall, (a). 


Motto. Et nas quoque tela ſparſimus. We too have ſhot 


arrows.“ 


IT may not be amiſs here to notice, the ancient family of the 
Zouches, who were anciently Lords of Aſhby-de-la-Zouch, in this 
county : to ſhew in what manner that eſtate and caſtle came into the 


hands of the family of Haſtings, in addition to what is mentioned, 


(page 5). 


Alan-de-la-Zouch was deſcended from Alan, Viſcount of Rouen, 
in Brittany ; and marrying one of the daughters and heirs of Roger 
de Quincie, Earl of Wincheſter, poſſeſſed a conſiderable eſtate in 
Leiceſterſhire. This Alan, and John, Earl of Warren, having a 
diſpute about an eſtate, were in Weſtminſter-Hall ſometime about 
the year 1270, during the trial, and there their warmth of temper 
getting the better of their prudence, Warren ſtruck the other with 
his ſword, and wounded him, He died the latter end of the reign 


(a) The late Earl of Huntingdon's arms accompany thoſe of the Earl of Stamford 
(plate 6) in the Excurſions, 
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of Henry III. then ſeized of the manor of Aſheby-la-Zouche, in 
com. Leic.” (The Zouches, Lords of Harringworth, was a 
branch of this family). The manor of Aſhby was afterwards be- 
ſtowed upon Robert Mortimer, nephew of Alan, the grandſon of 
Alan who was wounded in Weſtminſter-Hall. Robert Mortimer 
took upon him the name of Zouch, in conſequence, and was Lord 
of Aſhby, and died in 1335. It then came into the poſſeſſion of 
his ſon Alan, whoſe ſon, Hugh, dying without iſſue, and whole ſiſter, 
his heir, marrying Sir John Botetourt, knight, had a ſon named 
John, whoſe daughter and heir, Joyce, married Sir Hugh Burnell, 
knight, who died in the reign of Henry V. ſeized of this manor, 


leaving no iflue by his wife. 


It came afterwards, by ſome means, into the poſſeſſion of the 5th 
Earl of Ormond, in Ireland, who was beheaded. Upon his attain- 
der it fell to the crown. It was afterwards given by K. Edward IV. 
to his favourite Lord Haſtings, Leland ſays, he got it partely by 
a title, partely by mony paid.” | 


Sir William Haſtings, (afterwards Lord Haſtings), ſays the 


 Togographer, © had a grant (1 Edward IV.) of the ſtewardſhip of 


e the caſtle and manor of Donington, in this county, and at the 


« ſame time with the grant of Aſhby, a grant {inter alia} of the 
ce manor of Donington, If this be Caſtle-Donington, as I ſuppoſe 
te it is, (tho there is another Donington in the county), the account 
« in Gibſon's Camden, and in the Magna Britania, which fay that 
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George, Earl of Huntingdon bought it of Robert, Earl of Eſſex, 


« in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, are wrong.” 


STANFORD- HALL L, 


HE Seat of Sir Thomas Cave, Bart. (2) This ſeat ſtands in 


a low ſituation, on the ſouthern borders of the county, 
about 17 miles from Leiceſter, and four from Lutterworth. The 


ſeat ſtands in Leiceſterſhire, but the village and church of Stanford 


are in Northamptonſhire, 


Yy The 


(a) Of this family (days Kimber) were Wyamaras and Tordayne, two brothers, who 
were living at the time of the conqueſt. King William, as a mark of his favour, gave to 
the former the lordſhips of South and North Cave, in Yorkſhire, with five or ſix other ma- 
nors. Jordayne ſucceeded him, and took his ſurname from his lordſhip of Cave. His ſon 
and heir was Brian de Cave, who had ifſue, Robert de Cave; ſucceeded by his only ſon, 
Thomas de Cave, who married a daughter of Sir William St. Quintin, knight. He left an 
heir, Geoffrey de Cave, who left a ſon that ſucceeded him, named Peter, and ancther ſon 
named Alexander, Dean of Durham. Peter de Cave married a daughter of Sir Thomas 
Bromflete, knight, who left a ſon, Alexander, who was a knight. He married a daughter 
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The ground on the back part of the houſe is naturally favourable 
to the much improved taſte of the preſent age, for pleaſure grounds; 


but the trees thereon were planted before Milton's deſcription of a 


garden was well underſtood. It was, when the owners of ſuch 


dwellings, following the faſhion of the times, 
6 In trim gardens took delight” 


When hedge-row forms took place of nature. Walpole, ſpeaking 
of Milton's refined judgment, fays, © One man, one great man we 


had, on whom nor education, nor cuſtom could impoſe their preju- 
dices ; who on evil days, though fallen, and with darkneſs and ſoli- 
tude compaſſed round, judged that the miſtaken and fantaſtic orna- 


ments he had ſeen, in gardens, were unworthy of the Almighty 


hand that planted the delights of Paradiſe,” 
The 


of Peter de Mawley, Lord of Mulgrave, by whom he had a ſon, Peter de Cave, who mar- 
ried Anne, daughter of Sir Simon Ward, knight. 


Sir Alexander Cave, knight, who was living the 4th of Edward II. 1320, was ſuc- 
ceeded by his ſon, Joh, by a daughter of Sir Geoffrey Hotham, knight. John was a 
knight, and augmented his ancient patrimony by marriage, with a daughter and co-heir of 
Peter Ginell, of Southcliffe, His ſon and heir was Sir Alexander Cave, knight, who had 
to wife a daughter of Roger Somervile, of Grindall. His heir was Sir Alexander Cave, 
knight, but he dying without male iſſue, was ſucceeded by Peter Cave, his younger 


brother. 


Peter Cave continued the line of ſucceſſion, by marrying Anne, daughter of Ralph In- 
gleby, by whom he had ſons, Peter, who ſucceeded him, and John, Abbot of Selby, in 
Vork ſhire; 
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The trees however ſeen in the front view of the houſe, although 
they ſtand on a level ground, are prettily diſpoſed, and have been 
planted, ſeemingly, at various periods, and with various taſte. But 
the fine ſheet of water, in this point of view, is a great addition to 
the ſcene. The water was enlarged by one of the late poſſeſſors of 
this manſion : The walk from the hall towards the church, by the 
ſide of the water, is exceedingly pleaſant, A little iſland, or jut- 
ting plot of land, ſeen, well wocded, on the left of the view, has a 
good effect; and with the addition of ſome trees of ornament, pro- 


perly diſpoſed, on the banks of the water, would create much 


beauty. 


You enter this dwelling, paſſing on a flight of ſteps. The rooms 
are almoſt deſtitute of paintings. 


The 


Yorkſhire, who was buried in Stanford church, in 1471. Peter, the eldeſt ſon and heir, 


married a daughter of 


Burdet, of Rothwell, Eſq; in Northamptonſhire, and left an 
only ſon, Thomas Cave, Eſq; who by his wife, a daughter of Paſſemore, of Eſſex, 
left ſeveral children; he died in 1495, and was buried in Stanford church; and was ſuc- 
_ by Richard Cave, Eſq; his ſon and heir ; who, by his ſecond wife, a daughter of 


John Saxby, merchant of the ſtaple, had eight ſons and four daughters. 


Sir Thomas Cove, knight, his eldeſt ſon, by the above marriage, was lord of the whole 
manor of Stanford, Stormſmore, Downe, and Weſterhill. He married Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter and co-heir of Sir John D'anvers, of Waterſtock, in Oxfordſhire, knight. His fon 


Roger continued the line, being the eldeſt ſurviving ſon of his father, who died in 1558. 


This Roger Cave, Eſq; married Margaret, daughter of Richard Cecil, of Burleigh, in 
Northamptonſhire, Eſq; ſiſter to the famous Treaſurer Burleigh, He died at Stanford, in 
1586 3 
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The Hall, 


Is an excellent room, and would ſhew the artiſts' labour to ad- 


vantage. In it are ſome well preſerved birds of various ſorts, and 


of beautiful plumage. 


In another room, where I was courteouſly received and entertain- 
ed by Sir Thomas Cave, Bart. is a portrait of his father, the late 


Sir Thomas Cave, Bart. And on a pannel of the wainſcot, is a 


repreſentation of the birth of Chriſt : This piece put me in mind of 
the figures we often meet with in prayer-books, which are meant to 


repreſent the birth and ſufferings of our Saviour ; forms by which 
their creator has not offended that law, which commands us not to 


make 


1586; and was ſucceeded by Sir Thomas Cave, knight, his eldeſt ſon, who married 
Eleanor, daughter of Nicholas St. John, who by her had four ſons and two daughters, 
Richard, his eldeſt ſon, was liberally educated ; but travelling to complete his education, 
died at the age of 19, in 1606 ; upon his death bed he refuſed extreme union and auricu- 
lar confeſſion from the churchmen at Padua ; the bigots how would have burnt his body, 
but it was by his friends thrown into the Adriatic gulph to prevent it. The above Sir Tho- 
-1a;'s fifth ſon ſurvived and became his heir, whoſe name was alſo Thomas, he was knighted, 
and married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Herbert Croft, of Croft caſtle, in Herefordſhire, 
knight; he died leaving an only ſon, 


Sir Thomas Cave, who received the honour of knighthood, and was afterwards advanced 
ta the dignity of an Engliſh Baronet, 16 Charles I, Sir Thomas's friendſhip to that unfor- 
tunate prince, was ſerviceable ; he ſupplied the king with arms and ammunition, and was 4 
warm aſſertor of his cauſe. Sir Thomas married for his ſecond wife, (his firſt left no iſſue) 


Penelope, daughter of the Lord Viſcount Wenman, of Tuam, in Ireland, by whom he had 


i three 
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make likeneſſes of any thing in heaven or earth, nor to fall down 


and worſhip them. 


The church of Stanford, I obſerved before, is in Northampton- 
ſnire, where ſeveral of Sir Thomas Cave's anceſtors were buried. 
One of which was Sir Ambroſe Cave, knight, (fourth ſon of Richard 
Cave, Eſq; who married, for his ſecond wite, the ſecond daughter 
of John Saxby, of Northamptonſhire) he was High-Sheriff for 
Warwickſhire and Leiceſterſhire, the 2 Edward VI. and one of the 
Knights of the Shire for the former county, 4th and 5th Philip and 
Mary. He was Chancellor of the Duchy»of Lancaſter, and one of 

2 2 the 


three ſons :—Sir Roger, his ſueceſſor; one died a batchelor; and Ambroſe, who was a bri- 
gade in the life guards, was murdered by another officer as he was fitting in his chair, in 


public company, in 1690, in conſequence of a quarrel ſome time before. 


Sir Roger Cave, the ſecond Baronet, ſerved in parliament for the city of Coventry, 
32 Charles II. He married two wives; by his firſt he had Sir Thomas, his heir and ſue- 
ceſſor ; and a ſon, named Charles, who was drowned at ſea, in the great ſtorm in 1703, on 


board a man of war. Sir Reger died in 1703 alſo. 


Sir Thomas Cave, of Stanford-Hall, the third Baronet, was in all the parliaments from 
9 Anne, till his death, April 21, 1719, repreſentative for this county. He married Mar- 
garet, daughter of the Right Hon. John Verney, Viſcount Fermanaugh, of Ireland, by 
whom he had two ſons, Verney, his ſucceſſor, and Thomas, of the Inner Temple, Barriſter at 


Law. 


dir Verney, fourth Baronet, died at an early age, in 1734, unmarried ; whereupon the 
dignity and eſtate came to his only brother, 
dir 
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the Privy Council to Elizabeth, and was highly eſteemed by 


that Queen. Attending at Court, on a public night, her Majeſty's 
carter ſlipped off as ſhe was dancing; Sir Ambroſe taking it up, 
offered it to her, who not chuſing to acknowledge it to be her own, 
by accepting it, refuſed the tender; in conſequence Sir Ambroſe 
tied it round his left arm, and faid he would wear it for the Queen's 
ſake, as long as he lived. The family preſerve an original painting 
of him, with the garter pictured round his arm, Many ſtrokes of 
wit were produced in conſequence of Sir Ambroſe's whim of wearing 
ſo publickly, on his arm, the Queen's garter, which had before oc- 
cupied a more ſecret place. The ſly rogue, Peter Pindar, had he 
been living at the day, by his happy knack at creating a ſmile, 


would probably have made merry with ſomething more than her 


Ser Thomas Cave, fifth Baronet, and grandfather of the preſent Baronet, (who was the 
twenty-third in a lineal deſcent from Fordayne de Cave, and heir general of Bromflete, 
Genell, and Cliffe), married in 1736, Elizabeth, daughter and ſole heir of Griffith Davis, 
of Birmingham, M. D. by whom he had iſſue, viz. Thomas, his heir and ſucceſſor, —Eliza- 
beth, (who was the firſt wife of the preſent Earl of Harborough) ,—Penelope,—Margaret,— 
Maria-Conflantia,—Charles, now the Rev. Mr. Charles Cave, rector of Finedon, in Nor- 
thamptonſhire,—Anze,—and J/abella. 
ſucceeded by his ſon, 


Sir Thomas died Auguſt 7, 1778 ; and was 


Sir Thomas Cave, the ſixth Baronet, who married Sarah, daughter and co-heir of John 
Edwards, of the city of Briſtol, Eſq; by whom he had iſſue, Thomas, the preſent Bart. and 
one daughter. He died in the office of High-Sherif for Leiceſterſhire, in May, 


1780, when his ſon and ſucceſſor was in his minority. 


4 


Majeſty's 


' 
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Majeſty's pretty bandage, and the fair leg or thigh it once bound, 
For Peter ſays, 


460 _...-------- Werel to write of common folks, 


« No ſoul would buy my rhymes ſo ftrange, and jokes.” 


A brother's ſon of Sir Ambroſe, was the Rev. Mr. John Cave, 


rector of Pickwell, in this county, who ſuffered much in the cauſe 


of his Sovereign, Charles I. He had fix troopers quartered upon 
him at one time by the parliament, who ravaged his houſe, abuſed 
his children, and debauched his ſervants. He was accuſed of ſteal- 
ing horſes, and was tried by a council of war, and would have had | 
ſentence of death paſſed upon him, had it not been for Colonel Ireton, | 


who examined particularly into the matter, and found out that the 
horſes were ſtolen for the purpoſe of charging him with the theft. 
His unſhaken zeal for the church, and Biſhops, after they had been 
voted down by the parliament, brought upon him other clarges, 
on account of which he was taken from one committee to 
another, which at length diſpoſſeſſed him of his living. Accord- 
ingly a file of muſqueteers, turned him, his wife, and fix children | 
out of doors, not ſuffering the neighbours to take them in ; nor 
were they ſuffered to take from their houſe a morſel of food or a 
draught of drink of any ſort. At length being broken with age and 
ſufferings, he died in London, in 1657. (a) Dr. William Cave, 


his ſon, was that learned author of ' Scriptorum Ecclefiaticorum, | 
Hiſtoria Literaria,“ in two vols. folio. | 


r _ - 3 


(a) Walker's Sufferings of the Clergy, 
The 
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The grandfather of the preſent owner of this ſeat, was buried alſo 
in the church of Stanford. This Sir Thomas Cave, Bart. ſerved 
the county of Leiceſter long in parliament : He was not only an 
able Speaker in the Houſe of Commons, but his judgment and ex. 


perience were often referred to in great leading queſtions, He had a 


love for his country ; ſtudied the Hiſtory of Leiceſterſhire, and 
made a conſiderable progreſs towards its completion 3 particularly 
reſpecting landed property. The warm attachment ſhewn to him 
by the freeholders, when he was a fourth time choſen to repreſent 
this county in parliament, evinces their judgment in the call, and his 


condeſcenſion, at an advanced period of life, in obeying it. 


SIR THOMAS CAVE, BARONET, 


Now the owner and occupier of this family reſidence of his an- 
ceſtors, was choſen, unanimouſly, to repreſent this county in parlia- 
ment, in the year 1790, at the reſignation of John Peach Hunger- 
ford, Eſq. a gentleman who had been long in the honourable ſitua- 


tion of Knight of the Shire, and characterized deſervedly as an 


honeſt Senator. 
. Sir Thomas is at preſent unmarried, 


See the Arms in the View. Motto, Gardez, (of the fame ſigni- 
fication with Cave, the imperative of Caves), alluding to the name. 


WIS TO V. 
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W ISTOW- HALL, 


HE Seat of the late Sir Charles Halford, Baronet, ſtands 
about ſeven miles ſouth eaſt of Leiceſter, between the Har- 


borough and Welford roads to London. 


This manſion is ſeen to advantage on the great London road, thro' 
Harborough, and it is a marked feature in the county : the formal 
plantations, as they appear from this road, put on rather a pleaſing 
ſhape, It poſſeſſes nothing in its external form of the grandeur of 
ancient architecture, nor of the modern diſplays of art. The front 
was ſtucco'd, the hall enlarged, and new offices built by the late Sir 
Charles Halford, Bart. 


This ſeat is memorable for being the reſidence of Sir Richard 
Halford, Bart. who was a faithful ſoldier and ſervant to the unfor- 
tunate Charles the Firſt ; and who ſurvived his royal maſter only 10 
years, Charles, it is ſaid, flept here before and after the battle of 
Naſeby : the bedſtead is ſhewn whereon he ſlept, if ſleep were ob- 
tzinable after that fatal battle which eventually coſt him his crown 
and life. The bedſtead I faw ; it has nothing about it deſcribable. 
It was never made for the repoſe of royalty; nor the room it occu- 
pies for the lodging of a king: to me it appears that the one and the 

3 KA | other 
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other ſerved only as a fit hiding place for that monarch in his flight, 


from the power of his inveterate enemies. 
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This place is occaſionally viſited by the Earl and Counteſs of 
Denbigh, (late Dame Sarah Halford,) who enjoys it, and the 
valuable fine eſtates in the circumadjacent lordſhips for life, willed 
to her by Sir Charles Halford, Bart. her late huſband. At her 
death the hall and eſtates will go to the eldeſt ſurviving ſon of John 
Vaughan, M. D. who intermarried with Helter, the ſecond 
daughter of the late Alderman Smalley, of Leiceſter, by the ſiſter 
of Sir William Halford, Bart. uncle to the late Sir Charles. (a) 


The 
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(a2) Of this family (ſays Kimber) was Edward Halford, of Wiſtow, Eſq; whoſe ſon 
Richard was High-Sheriff of Leiceſterſhire, the 19th of James I. and advanced to the 
dignity of a Baronet. He had two wives; by the firſt, Iſabel], the daughter of George 
Bowman, of Medbourn, in the county of Leiceſter, Eſq; he had two ſons; 1. Andrew, 
ſeated at Kilby; 2. George, of Turlangton, in Leiceſterſhire, who died without iſſue, He 
was ſo remarkable for his loyalty, that the King made Wiſtow the place of his retirement, 
when in Leiceſterſhire ; where Sir Richard not only entertained, but ſupplied him with large 
ſums of money. Likewiſe ſent his eldeſt ſon, Andrew, with a certain number of men, raiſed 
and maintained at his own charge, to attend his Majeſty, when in Leiceſterſhire, and the 
counties adjacent; who, (with many other ſignal ſervices), took a party of the rebels pri- 
ſoners, amongſt whom was one Flude, High Conſtable of Guthlaxton Hundred, and carried 
them to the King's camp, where they were tried and hanged ; but Oliver afterwards con- 
demned him for the murder of theſe men ; and his life was purchaſed for no leſs a ſum than 


30,0001, Sir Richard was ſeveral times plundered, and at laſt compounded his eſtate for 


20001. He died in 1658, aged 78 years, and was buried at Wiſtow. 


Andrew, the eldeſt ſon, had three wives; by the firſt, Elizabeth, the daughter of Sir 
George Turpin, of Knaptoft, in Leiceſterſhire, Knight, he had two ſons, Sir Thomas, ſuc- 


ceſſor 
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The Hall is lofty, and extends almoſt the whole front of the houſe, 
and it is by far the beſt room therein, The ceiling has ſome pretty 
light embelliſhments. N 


Billiard Room, has a number of portraits, engraven by Vartue, of 
the noble ſufferers in the cauſe of Charles I. they are well preſerved, 
Of Charles, and his ſon, Charles II. are portraits in oil. 


* 


In another Room, is a good candle light piece of a Magdalen, and 


ſome other paintings of inferior note. 
f On 


ceſſor to his grand father; and Andrew, who died unmarried ; and four daughters: but, by 
the ſecond and third, left no iſſue, He died, in his father's life time, 1657, aged 54, and 


was buried at Wiſtow. 


Sir Thomas Halford, Bart. ſucceſſor to his grandfather, married Selina, eldeſt daughter 
of William Welby, of Denton, in Lincolnſhire, Eſq; by whom he had 22 children. He 
died 1679, and was buried at Wiſtow, being ſucceeded in dignity and eſtate, by his eldeſt 


ſon, 


Sir Thomas Halford, Bart. Member of Parliament for the county of Leiceſter, temp. 
Car, II. who died unmarried, 1689, and was buried at Wiſtow, being ſucceeded by his 


next brother, 


Sir William Halford, Bart. who mariied Judith, daughter of Thomas Boothby, of Tooly 
Park, in Leiceſterſhire, Eſq; but died without iſſue, 1695, and was buried at Wiſtow, 


being ſucceeded, in title and eſtate, by his next brother, 


Sir Richard Halford, Bart. who married Mary, daughter of the Rev. Mr. William 
Cotton, Rector of Broughton Aſtley, in Leiceſterſhire, He died in 1727, and was buried 
at Wiſtow, with his anceſtors, leaving five ſons; 1. Sir William, his ſucceſſor ; 2. Tho- 
mas, who married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Palmer, of Leiceſter, Eſq; by whom 
he 
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On the Stair Caſe, are good portraits of Sir William Halford, 
Bart. and his friend, the late Mr. Jennens, of Copſhal. 


The church ſtands at the diſtance of two or three hundred paces 
from the houſe, and is a light airy building, Within there is neat- 
4 the floor, the pews, and the few remembrancers of the dead, 
correſpond ; not in appearance of neglect, but in care. -- Sir Ri- 
chard Halford, Bart. whoſe purſe and ſword were ever at the ſervice 
of his prince, and whoſe life was frequently in the moſt imminent 
danger, reſts here. His houſe was repeatedly plundered, during the 
civil wars, under a pretence of ſeeking for the king; after whoſe 
death, as it is obſerved below, he compounded for his family inhe- 
ritance at a great price. He is figured in armour, and died in 1658, 
aged 78. --- Sir William Halford's monument is neat: two weeping 
figures thereon are pretty. He died in 1768, aged 74. This was a 


he had iſſue four ſons, Richard, Thomas, William, and Sir Charles, the late Baronet, 
(his father and brothers being all dead ;) 3. Charles, Fellow of New College, Oxford; 


4. Welby, ſince dead; 5. Benjamin; and three daughters; 1. Mary; 2. Elizabeth; 
3. Rebecca, ſince dead. 


Sir William Halſord, Bart. ſucceeded his father, and ſerved the office of High-Sheriff of 


Leiceſterſhire, in 1760. Sir William dying unmarried, he was ſucceeded in title and eſtate, 
by 


Sir-Charles Halford, (youngeſt fon of Thomas, ſecond ſon of Sir Richard Halford) who 
married the youngeſt daughter of Edward Farnham, of Quorndon, (who is fince married to 
the Earl of Denbigh). Sir Charles Halford was the ſeventh and laſt Baronet of the family ; 
at whoſe death the title became extinR, 


domeſtic 
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domeſtic gentleman, lived eſteemed among his dependants, kept but 
little company; but would frequently ſmile at the jokes of the witty 
and merry Waterman, the ſhepherd ; an old ſervant in the family, 
who had retired to an odd houſe in the lordſhip. I once lived an 
hour under this man's roof, and a merrier one I never ſpent, If 
ever there was a man whoſe mind was happy, it was that of little 
IVaterman's. (a) The late Sir Charles has a monument here allo ; 


he died in 1780, aged 49 years. 


From this ſeat you have no extenſive view, nor near objects of 
much note. There is a piece of water near the houſe, ſeen in the 


view, and ſome formal plantations and long walks, made in the late 


Sir William's time. 


The iſſue of Dr. Vaughan, (to whom the fine eſtates of this family 
will deſcend), are, 1. James, who died at about the age of twenty- 
ene. 2. Henry, who is bred to his father's profeſſion. 3. John, 
a ſtudent at the Temple. 4. Peter. 5. Welby. 6. Charles. 
And, 7. Edward. And an only daughter, Almerina Selina. 


See the Arms in the annexed View, 


(a) The little houſe which he inhabited, ſtands at the diſtance of a ſhort and pleaſant 
waik from the hall. It is ſhated by ſome lofty trees, and is now haſtening to decay. Wa- 
terman viſited, and was always welcome, at the tables of the reſpectable inhabitants of the 
neighbouring villages, at their annual feſtivals. At my friend's houſe, Mr. Cooper's of 
Fleckney, I once had the happineſs to meet him. Here his merry ſong, his pleaſing joke, 
and his happy retort, kept the company alive to a late hour. He died a few years ſince and 
left lis relations, what pleaſed them better than a bequeſt of a large portion of his wit would 


nave done, ſome hard caſh, of which they Rood in need. 


2B CARLTON. 
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CAUGARETON-CURELEPFP HAGE 


HE Seat of Sir John Palmer, Baronet, ſtands about nine 


miles from Leiceſter, and fix from Harborough, within ſight 
of the turnpike-road to London, and in the ſouth-eaſt direction of 
the county from Leiceſter. There is nothing about this houſe very 
ſtriking ; but ſome fine Smithfield beaſt grazing on land in the 
higheſt cultivation, | 


The houſe ſeems making its firſt approach towards ruin ; it is of 
None, but it is grey, ſeemingly more with negle& than years: Sir 
John has lately built himſelf an excellent family reſidence in North- 
amptonſhire. He reſides but little at this old family manſion, where 
now there is but little to deſcribe in conſequence, It is kept at pre- 
ſent by a grazier, for the purpoſe of keeping ſome of the rooms in 
airing for its owner's uſe a weck or two in the year. (a) 


= 


I ſau 
(2) This family (ſays Kimber) was originally ſeated at Holt, and Stoniſtanton, in Lei- 
ceſterſhire, 


In 9 Henry IV. William Palmer, Eſq; a perſon very eminent in the knowledge of the 


law, became poſſeſſed of one moiety of Carlton, in Northawptonſhire ; and, by marriage 


with 
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I ſaw ſome family portraits in this houſe ; the beſt of which are 
of Sir Geoffrey Palmer and Lady. He was the firſt who was ad- 


. | vanced 


Amy, the daughter and heir of Nicholas Ward, Eſq; owner of the other mciety, called 


Eaſt-hall, obtained the whole. He was ſucceeded by 


John Palmer, Eſq; his fon and heir, who married 


Kinſman, and had iſſue, 


William, who married 


Frances: he had iſſue, John, who died unmarried, 


1 Hen, VIII. and was ſucceeded by his brother Thomas Palmer, ot Carlton, Eſq; who 


married Catherine, daughter of Conyers, of the North, Eſq; by whom he had 


2 
Ide, 


William Palmer, Eſq; who married Anne, daughter of Thomas Lovet, of Aſhwell in 
Northamptonſhire, Eſq; and had iſſue by her, Geoffrey Palmer, Eſq; ſon and heir, alſo a 
ſon called Thomas, lain at Bulloign in France; which Geoffrey married Bridget, daughter 
of Sir Thomas F oulhurſt, of Crew in Cheſhire, Knight; and by her had Thomas Palmer, 
Lig; who married Catherine, the daughter of Sir Edward Watſon, of Rockingham, 
Knight, ſiſter to the firſt Lord Rockingham, and by her had iſſue, Mary, married to Alex- 
ander Noel, Eſq; a younger ſon of Sir Andrew Noel, of Dalby, Knight, and brother to 


Edward, Viſcount Campden, and. 


Sir Geoffrey Palmer, Knight, advanced to the dignity of a Baronet, ſoon after the reſto- 
ration, He, at firſt, was a manager againſt the Earl of Strafford, but loſt all his credit 
and intereſt with that party, and never recovered it, for uſing a decency and modeſty in his 


carriage and language towards him; though the weight of his arguments preſſed more upon 
the Earl, than the noiſe of all the reſt. He was, ſays my Lord Clarendon, © A man of great 


* reputation, and much eſteemed in the Houſe of Commons ; and in the debate about the 


* remonſtrance, his ſpeech not being agreeable to the prevailiag party in the Houſe, he was 


4 


committed to the Tower, they having borne him a long grudge, for the civility he 


4 


ſhewed in the proſecution of the Earl of Strafford ; but he was in a few days enlarged, 


* and returned again to the Houſe,” and did his Majeſty great ſervice, and was one of the 


commiſſioners appointed by his Majeſty, at the treaty of Uxbridge. He was afterwards 
Attorney-General to King Charles II. Ant. Wood ſays of him: He was choſen a bur- 
| 5 oels. 
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vanced to the dignity of a Baronet of this family, (fee his charaQer 
below, by Clarendon and Wood), Here allo is a pretty good likene(; 


of 


« gels for Stamford in Lincolnſhire, to fit in that parliament, which began Nov. 3, 1640, 
* wherein he was a manager of the evidence againſt Thomas, Earl Strafford, and ſeemed to 
© be an enemy to the prerogative. But afterwards, perceiving full well what mad covr:c; 
* the members of the ſaid parliament took, he boldly delivered his mind againſt printing of 
that declaration, called, the Grand Remonſtrance ; for which he was committed to cuſtody 
* in Nov. 1642; afterwards being freed thence, he retired to Oxon, fat in 5 parli: ment 
© there, and was eflzemed a loyal and able perſon in his profeſſion. Upon the declining of 
© the king's cauſe, he ſuffered, as other royaliſts did, lived obſcurely in England, and upon 


« pretence of plotting with the cavaliers againſt Oliver the Protector, he was impriſoned in 


the Tower of London, in the month of May, 1655. On the ziſt of May, 1660, hie 
« Majeſty being then reſtored, he was made attorney-general, and about that time chief- 
« juſtice of Cheſter, and a Knight; and on the 7th of June following, he was created a Pa- 


« ronet.” He died at Hampſtead in Middleſex, May 5, anno 1670, aged 72; and having 


lain in fate in the hall of the Middle Temple, attended by the heralds at arms, was from 
thence conveyed in a hearſe, followed by a great train of coaches of the nobility, the judges, 


: and others, through the town unto Carlton aforeſaid, and there interred amongſt his ancel- 
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tors, in the family vault within the pariſh church. 


He married Margaret, daughter of Sir Francis Moore, of Fawley in Berks, Knight, 8 
ſerjeant at law, (who died May 16, 165 5, aged 47) and left iſſue by her, four ſons and 


two daughters; 1. Thomas, the eldeſt fon, died young; 2. Sir Lewis, his ſucceſſor; 


— 


. — 
' TIO Ot. 


3. Geoffrey, who died unmarried ; 4. Edward, who marricd Alice, daughter and heir of 


Edmond Pitt, of Harrow-on-the-Hill in Middleſex, Eſq; by whom he had no iflue ; (is 


4 ww 


ſurviving him, was re-married to Sir James Ruſhout, Bart. ambaſſadar to the Grand 


Seignor. Elizabeth, eldeſt daughter, married Edward Palmer, of Stoke. Doyley, in 


Northamptonſhire, Eſq; (and left iſſue, ſons and daughters) Frances, the youngeſt daugh- 
ter, married John de la Fountaine, Eſq; fon and heir-apparent of Sir Eraſmus de la Foun- 
taine, of Kirby-Bellers in Leiceſterſhire, Knight, reli of Henry Harpur, Eſq; fon ard 
heir of Sir John Harpur, of Swarkſton in Derbyſhire, Knight. 
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the preſent Baronet ; but it is an almoſt freezing cold piece. In 
he 1 ith-drawing Room, are ſome good engravings by Wollet, Rocker, 
and other eminent engravers; they are worthy preſervation : but 


they are in danger of periſhing in a room ſeldom uſed. 


Sir Lewis Palmer, Bart. eldeſt ſurviving ſon and ſucceſſor to his father, married Jane, 
daughter and coheir of Robert Palmer, of Carlton-Scroop, in Lincolnſhire, Eſq; and left 
ue by her, two ſons.and four daughters; Sir Geoffrey, his ſucceſſor ; Robert, who mar- 
tie Heſter, daughter of Sir Francis Lawley, of Canwal in Staffordſhire, Bart. and died 
1724, leaving Sir Thomas Palmer, Baronet, hereafter-mentioned, ſucceſſor to his uncle. 
Margaret, married to Talmaſh Dake, Eſq; of Bently in Suffolk; Elianor, Elizabeth, and 


Jane. 


Sir Geoffrey Palmer, Bart. ſon and heir of Sir Lewis, was one of the Knights for the 
county of Leiceſter, for four ſucceſſive parliaments, three in the reign of Queen Anne, and 
in the firſt parliament of George I. and married Elizabeth, daughter and coheir of Tho- 
was Grantham, of Goltho in Lincolnſhire, Eſq; (by Frances, daughter and coheir of Sir 


George Wentworth, of Wolley in Yorkihire, Knight) but dying, December 29, 1732, 


without iſſue, was ſucceeded in honour and eſtate by his nephew, 


Sir Thomas Palmer, Bart, (eldeſt ſon of Robert before-mentioned) who was elected 
Fight of the Shire for the county of Leiceſter in 1754 and 1761. He married Jemima, 
eldeſt daughter of Sir John Harpur, Bart. by whom he had two ſons and two daughters, 
1. Thomas, who died in his father's life time, unmarried. 2. Sir John, his ſucceſſor. 
Catherine, now living, and unmarried ; and Elizabeth- Jemima, who married in June 1757, 
to George Medley, of Buxted-place, in the county of Suſſex, Eſq; but died ſoon aſter- 


wards. Sir Thomas died June 14, 1765, and his lady ſome time before him. 


Sir John Palmer, the preſent.Baronet, ſucceeded his father as Knight of the Shire for the 
county of Leiceſter, and married July 23, 1768, Charlotte, daughter of Sir Harry Goring, 


of Edgbaſton, Bart. 


30 Carlton 
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Carlton church deſerves notice, (ee p. 48 Supplementary Volume 
it is a modern building upon the ſcite of the old church. The fa. 
mily bury at Carlton, in Northamptonſhire, 


Sir John Palmer, Baronet, has another ſeat in this county, 
Withcote-Hall. It was the reſidence of the late Mr. Palmer, who 
ſtood the memorable conteſt with Mr. Darker, late Member for 
Leiceſter, againſt the Hon. Booth Grey and Sir Eyre Coote, 
Withcote-Hall ſtands at the eaſtern extremity of the county, near 
Laund-Abby ; and is prettily ſheltered with trees, and is partly 
ſurrounded by a fine ſheet of water ; but the building is plain, low, 
and I believe, now unoccupied. A little chapel near it, is an 


ornamental appendage. Although it was in the depth of winter, 


and towards the cloſe of the evening, when I ſaw this place, I 
coveted much to have gained admittance into the chapel ; but all 
around was ſolitary ; not one perſon could I fee in, or near this ſe- 
queſtered ſeat. I therefore journeyed back over ſome of the worſt 
roads in the county : thoſe who have had occaſion to paſs from 
Houghton-on-the-Hill towards Withcote, or Laund-Abby, at- 
tempting the neareſt way, may have experienced what I did, a ſink- 
ing in of a horſe belly deep, and the inſults of a b--te, clear in his 
expreſſion of oaths, and threatening them death with a dung fork, 
for having only miſtaken one wooden gate for another, When I go 
again over the hills and down the vallies beyond Billeſdon coppice, I 


will go when the days are longer, and when I can diſtinguiſh be- 


tween 
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tween the road to a grazier's grounds and that intended for public 


ule. 


Sir John Palmer, Bart. the preſent owner of this Hall, ſerved in 


parliament as a knight of the ſhire, with unblemiſhed reputation, 


from the death of his father, till his voluntary reſignation in 1778, 


and was ſucceeded by the preſent member, William Pochin, Eſq. 


Sir John's ſurviving iſſue, by his late Lady, Charlotte, daughter 
of Sir Harry Goring, Bart. are, Thomas, his heir, of St. John's Col- 
lege, Cambridge, now in the 20th year of his age; John Henry ; 
and Henry ; and two daughters, Charlotte, and Barbara Catherine. 


See the Arms in the annexed Plate. 


BOSORITH AMAGS 


HE Seat of Sir Wolſtan Dixie, Baronet, ſtands near the 


entrance into Market-Boſworth from Leiceſter, in a park, 
about ſeven miles from Hinckley, and thirteen from Leiceſter, in 


the weſtern direction of the county. (a) 


This 


(4) This family ſome have ſaid is deſcended from Wolſtan, Earl of Ellendon, (now 
called Wilton), who married King Egbert's ſiſter. But Dugdale thinks that Wolſtan was a 


proper curiſtian name from ſome Saxon poſſeſſor, named Wulfric. 


The 
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This ſeat is a pretty embelliſhment to Market-Boſworth, from 
the ever memorable Amyon Hill ; but the public road through the 
park, and fo near the manſion, is unfavourable to any deſcription of 
it at a near view, as it is to the efforts of the pencil in a ſimilar ſitu- 
ation, A quick hedge, trimmed with the gardener's ſheers, is pre. 
-ferable to a high road in front of a gentleman's houſe, unleſs it were 
ſcreened with pleaſure-ground beauties, through which you might 
ſee paſſengers as you ſee the dun through a thicket, which has acci- 


dental, or ſcemingly natural breaks in the line. 


The 


The firſt we find in the viſitations of the heralds, (ſays Kimber) is Wolſtan Dixie, living 


about the reign of Edward III. who was ſeated at Catworth in Huntingdovſhire, William, 


his ſon, married a daughter of Baſſingham, and had iſſue, Francis, who orcatly 
augmented his eſtate, by marrying with the daughter and heir of —— Beridge ; whoſe 
ſon, Thomas Dixie, married Anne, daughter of — — Jephſon, of Hampſhire, by 
whom he had four ſons ; 1. Richard, of whom hereafter ; 2. John Dixie, of Royſton, father 
to Wolſtan, rector of Brampton in Northamptonſhire ; 3. Walter, who died iſſueleſs; and, 
4. Sir Wolſtan Dixie, Knight, ſheriif of London, 17 Eliz. and mayor of the faid city, 156;, 
who was a man of extraordinary charity, and left ſevera] conſiderable legacies to pious uſcs, 


Walkedon; ſecondly, Anne, 
daughter and coheir of Sir Chriſtopher Draper, Knight, (remarried to Sir William Hick- 


7 


He had two wives, firit, Agnes, daughter of 


man, of Gainſborough) and having lived to the age of 69, was buried at St. Michael Paſ- 


ſiogſhaw, but without any other monument erected to him, than his good works. 


Richard Dixie, Eſq; eldeſt ſon and heir of Thomas, aforeſaid, married Jane, daughter 
and coheir of John Crethorne, of Salaby in Lincolnſhire, Eſq; and had two ſons, 'Thomas, 
who married Bridget, daughter of ——.-— Rolt, in Huntingdonſhire, but left only a 
daughter, Dorothy, married to ———— Barker, of Rutlandſhire ; John Dixie, Eſq; fe- 
cond ſon, married Charity, daughter to Thomas Henſon, by whom he had iſſue, Sir Wol- 
flan ; Richard, who married Bridget, daughter to William Bodell, of Huntingdonſkire, and 


had poſterity, Thomas and John, 
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The pleaſure grounds and gardens are kept in neat order; and put 
on, in ſome places, the air of grandeur, From the front, in the 


annexed view, you ſee an open country, with ſome good objects; a 
3D | fine 


Sir Wolſtan Dixie, Knight, ſeated himſelf at Boſworth in Leiceſterſhire, in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth ; which eſtate he received by donation, from his great uncle, Sir Wolſtan, 
lord- mayor of London: he married Frances, daughter to Sir Thomas Beaumont, of 
Stoughton, Knight, by whom he had four daughters; 1. Frances, wife of Walter Rolt, 
of Clifton in Bedfordſhire, Eſq; 2. Elizabeth, married to Sir Verney Noel, of Kirkby in 
Leiceſterſhire, Baronet; 3. Mary, married to John Pelſant, rector of Boſworth ; and, 
4. Jane, married to John Adderley, of Weddington in Warwickſhire, Eſq; — alſo four 
ſons ; Sir Wolſtan ; John, who was of Gray's-Inn ; Thomas, and Richard, who died un- 


married, 

Sir Wolſtan Dixie, Knight, eldeſt ſon and heir, at the breaking out of the fatal rebellion, 
1641, appeared early in the defence of his Majeſty, and was a great ſufferer for the royal 
cauſe. When the gentry of the county of Leiceſter contributed 25,6421. for the King, Sir 
Wolſtan gave himſelf towards that ſum, 18351. for which fignal ſervice, he had a warrant 
from that King for a Baronet's patent; but through the confuſion of thoſe times, and the 
martyrdom of that prince, it was never taken out, tjll after the reſtoration; in which year 
he was high-ſheriff for the county of Leiceſter, his Majeſty looking on him as a perſon in 
whom he could confide to ſettle affairs in that county, which, for the generality, had been 
notorious for their diſaffection to his father. Sir Wolſtan was twice married ; firſt, to . 
bara, daughter and ſole heir of Sir Henry Beaumont, of Gracedieu in Leiceſterſhire, Bart, 
(widow of John, eldeſt ſon of Sir Richard Harpur, of Swarkſton in Derbyſhire, Knight) 
by whom he had fix ſons and eight daughters; 1. Sir Beaumont, of whom hereafter ; 
2. Wolſtan, of Appleby in Leiceſterſhire; 3. Henry, married to Anne, daughter of 
—— Stringer, of Crowland in Lincolnſhire ; 4. John, who died Dec. 30, 1714, aged 
eighty: 5. Wolſtan; and, 6. Thomas, who died young :—the daughters were, 1. Eliza- 
beth, married to Thomas Cromwell, Eſq; a major in the ſervice of King Charles I. ſon of 
vir Philip Cromwell, of Hinchinbrook, Knight; 2. Frances, married, firſt, to Giles 

Aſtley, 
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fine wood, and park with deer, are pretty appendages, accompany- 
ing the ever memorable hill mentioned above. 
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Aſtley, of Wolvey in Warwickſhire ; ſecondly, to Charles Conqueſt, of Haughton-Conqueſt 
in Bedfordfhire, Eſquires; 3. Barbara, married, firſt, to Richard Pyot, of Strethay in 
Staffordſhire ſecondly, to Thomas Pochin, of Barkby in Leiceſterſhire, Eſquires ; 4. Ro- 
ſamond, wife of John Ventris, of Campton in Bedfordſhire, Eſq; 5. Carola, married to 


Nicholas Denton, of Barton in Bedfordſhire, Eſq; 6. Lucy, married to Mr. Finch, of 


— 


ACER. 
—. 
* 2 — > ——_ 2 7 U 


Southill in Bedfordſhire; 7. Catherine ; and, 8. Iſabel, who both died young. Sir Wol- 

ſtan married to his ſecond lady, Frances, daughter 10 Edward Hefilrigg, of Thedingworth 

in Leiceſterſhire, Eſq; ſiſter and ſole heir to her brother, Bertine, (relic of Walter Chet. 

wynds of Grindon in Warwickſhire, Eſq;) by her he had no iſſue, and died February 14, 
1682, aged 80, being ſucceeded by his eldeſt ſon, 


Sir Beaumont Dixie, Bart. who married Mary, ſiſter and ſole heir of Sir William Wil- 
loughby, of Willoughby in Nottinghamſhire, Bart. by whom he kad ſeven ſons; 1. Sir 


Wolſtan; 2. Beaumont, who married Jane, daughter of Evre, of Rampton in 


Nottinghamſhire, Eſq; 3. John, (rector of Boſworth, who died unmarried ; as did alſo his 
| fGſter, Margaret); 4. William; 5. Richard; 6. Wolſtan; and, 7. William, who died 
young :—and five daughters ; Elizabeth, married to, Francis Godolphin, of Sparger in 
Cornwall, Eſq; Mary, unto Charles, Lord Willoughby, of Parham; Barbara, who died. 


young ; Frances, and Margaret, who died unmarried, as before-mentioned.” 


1 
5 
N 


Sir Wolſtan Dixie, Bart. eldeſt ſon and ſucceſſor to his father, married Rebecca, daugh- 


ter to Sir Richard Atkins, of Clapham in Surrey, Bart. by whom he had Sir Wolſtan, his 
ſucceſſor; Beaumont, rector of Boſworth, who married 2 daughter of Andrew Corbet, of 


Shrewſbury, Eſq; and died at Bath, Feb. 22, 1739-40, and other ſons ; and ſeveral daugh- 


— _ «ts — — — . m 


ters, of which, Rebecca-Maria married Sir Henry Atkins, of Clapham in Surrey, Bart. 


and another daughter, wife of the Reverend Mr. Goodwin, vicar of Clapham in Surrey. 


Sir Wolſtan Dixie, Bart. eldeſt ſon and ſucceſſor to his father, married, firſt, on May 


I, 1735, the daughter of Governor Freer, who died in July, 1740, leaving iſſue, Sit 


Wolſlan, 
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The rooms in this manſion appear large and lofty, They contain 
ſome old portraits, of which I received but little. information. There 
is alſo a portrait of Mr. Dixie, the preſent poſſeſſor of this houſe, 
(half-brother to the Baronet, the owner) by Boultbee, our country- 
man, who is deſervedly patronized by the firſt families in the county 
as an artiſt. | 


In the Hall, you are preſented with an epitome of the armoury in 
the Tower: piſtols, ſwords, guns, &c. are placed in various de- 
vices ; and I apprehend that they were once employed, by the worthy 
anceſtors of this family, in the ſervice of their King, in the grand 
rebelhon of the laſt century. 


The houſe ſeen on the left of the church is the parſonage, and ap- 


pears not the leaſt in conſequence among thoſe of that order in the 
county. It was built by the Rev. Mr. John Dixie, A. M. rector, 


to whoſe memory there is a monument of note in the church, erected 
by his ſiſter Margaret. He died in 1719, aged 58. The ſiſter, 


betwixt whom and Mr. Dixie there was much affection, is repre- 


„ * * 
. 


ſented ſitting at the foot of his monument, weeping, under a long 


Wolſtan, the preſent Baronet, born March 9, 1737; and two daughters, Rebecca and 
Ann, both dead. He married, ſecondly, Theodoſia, only daughter of Henry Wright, of 
Mobberley in Cheſhire, Eſq; (by Purefoy, his wife, daughter of Sir Willoughby Aſton, 
of Aſton in Cheſhire, Bart.) by whom he had ſix children; Willoughby, born in 17423 


AD as a4,” 


— ee. ME 


Purefoy, born in 1743, and died in 1757; Theodoſia, born in 1744, and died in 1757 
Eleanor-Frances, born in 1746; Roſamond, born in 1747 ; and Juliana, born in 1749, and 
died in 1763. Sir Wolſtan married to his third lady, Margaret, daughter of William 
Croſs, of Scarborough, gent. by whom he had no iſſue, Sir Wolllan died in 1766, and 
was ſucceeded by his eldeſt ſon, by the firſt venter, 


Sir Wolſtan Dixie, the preſent Baronet, 


inſcription 
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inſcription in latin, which ſpeaks of his deſcent, his probity, juſtice, 
and piety. {See the other Church nates in the Supplementary Volume.) 


The preſent Sir Wolſtan Dixie being unmarried, as is alſo his 
brother, Mr. Dixie, the eſtates of the family, it is ſuppoſed, will 
deſcend, if not the title, to a diſtant relation. 


See the Arms in the annexed Plate. 


SWITHLAND FAL , 


HE Seat of Sir John D'Anvers, Baronet, ſtands due N. W. 
from Leiceſter, abopt eight miles, adjoining the ſouthern 
extremity of Charnwood foreſt. The annexed plate is characteriſtic 
of the delightful ſcenery exhibited to the ſpectator's view, who tra- 
verſes the rugged paths of this foreſt. The repreſentation of this 
ſeat (fig. 2.) is but little better than an elevation of it. I have been 
twice in the foreſt (ſince my engagements with the public) to view 
nature in its primitive ſtate, ** for I have a delight therein, and 
both times I have endeavoured to find an eligible ſpot to take Sir 
John's houſe, in vain ; it is ſo beſet with barns, ſtables, and ſome- 
thing like cow-houſes ; eight feet high ſtone walls one within ano- 
ther ; pigeon-houſes and high gates ; in ſome places lofty trees, and 
a variety of other obſtacles which are mortifying in the extreme to a 
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oi dure maker. If this ſeat had been leſs an object of the pencil than 
it is, its ſituation, if I judge right, is ſufficient to create pictureſque 


beauty. Budden, or Button wood, has been long admired : it is 


ſormed on a grand ſcale, either as a beauty for a back ground, a 


middle object, or taken in part on the fore ground of the picture. 
In any point of view it is a ane embelliſhment to this part of Lei- 
ceſterſhire. As to the ſummits of the foreſt, which are of the moſt 
beautiful kind, they preſent themſelves ina variety of pleaſing ſhapes to 
your conſideration, even to adorn a cottage : What outlines of beauty 
meet the paſſing clouds ! In one place the moſt hardened form pre- 
{ents you with a fine appearance of a ruined caſtle. In another you 
behold venerable pyramids of rock, ſpiring above each other in the 
happieſt forms. The wreck of a man of war in one ſummit, is finely 
pencilled by nature. How exquiſitely do theſe hardy hills in ſome 


inſtances guide your eye to diſtant valley views, diverſified with 


villages, ſeats, woods, and ſome of the principal objects in the 


county, | 


This imperfect deſcription of Charnwood Foreſt, I have been 
urged to attempt by having to lament, that Sir John D'Anvers's 
houſe, is, in my opinion, impriſoned near the moſt noble, grand, 
and ſtriking objects in the midland counties of England. I 
apologize for tae freedom I have taken in theſe remarks, and on 


ſome other occaſions, by obſerving, that I endeavour to be faithful 


n my deſcriptions, without the leaſt intention to offend, 
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The other views in the annexed plate, are No. 1. a view of the 
long- ſamed Hanging-Stone ; which has ſtood for ages, the admi. 
ration and. wonder of beholders. In March, 1791, in company 
with two gentlemen from Beaumanor-park hall, for the purpoſe of 
viewing the foreſt, I faſtened my little horſe under this ſtone, 


and made a drawing of it; and on Friday April 8th, this pon- 


- derous maſs fell. I judge that I was the laſt perſon that was 


under it, (for the foreſt is a place not much frequented). Perhaps, 
the weight of a large pebble-ſtone, falling on the extremity of the 
hanging part of this rock, at the time I was there, might have 
brought it down upon me. In that caſe, I ſhould have paſſed from 
life to death, with as little ſuffering, as a fly that is cruſh'd under 
the wheel of a carrier's waggon. You find, gentle reader, that 
there are hair-breadth ſcapes in the excurſions of home tra- 
vellers, without ſeeking for the more intereſting relations of thoſe 
who have been in the moſt imminent danger of being eaten by wild 


beaſts and ſavages. 


No. 2, is a view of the country between two bold rocks, which 
guide your eye to the famous Budden-Wood, commmonly called 


Button-Wood ; at the foot of which, appears the church of the 


little village of Woodhouſe, and the little box in the neigh bour- 
hood, built lately by William Heyrick, Eſq; backed by a fine 


diſtant country. 


No. 4, is a rock famed for its likeneſs to the ſtern of a man 


of war, 
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The ſtones taken from the foreſt rock are of the hardieſt kind, 
the chiſel and the mallet have been employed in vain to form them 
for purpoles of uſe and ornament. The rock, in many places, retains 
the moſt venerable tokens of old age ; its cheeks, if I may be allow- 
cd the expreſſion, are furrowed with the ſtorms and tempeſts of 
pailing ages. It is of a gritty nature, and in ſome places it poſſeſſes 
veins of fine grey marble. Not a foſſil, or marine form was ever 
found in it, although in the neighbourhood, at Barrow-upon-Soar, 
is found the ſtrongeſt and moſt convincing teſtimony of the truths 
ſpoken of in an old faſbioned book, reſpecting Noah's flood, when a 
few beings only of every kind were ſaved from its deſtruction; and 
when the rolling of the mighty waters, doubtleſs jumbled together 
large maſſy piles of animate and inanimate things, which time has 
petrified, or conſol idated into ſtone ; retaining, in many inſtances, 
their natural ſhape. I will not fay that the foreſt rock exiſted be- 
fore the flood; or that it is primeval with the creation of the world; 


but we may pleaſe, or rather amuſe ourſelves by conjecture, 
I ſav ſome paintings in Sir John's houſe: 


Tn the Dining Room === The late Sir Joſeph D'Anvers, Bart. and 
Lady, are good portraits (2). Here is alſo George IT. The Earl 


of 


(a) Rimber”'s account of this family is as follows: 


Jeſeph D*Anvers, of Swithland, in Leiceſterſhire, Eſqz (deſcended from a younger 
branch of the D'Anvers's of Culworth, in Nottinghamſnire) was elected repreſentative in 
Taliament for Boroughbridge, in Yorkflure, Nov. 6, 1722; was choſen for Bramber, in 
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of Danby, an anceſtor of Sir John's, with a wound in his temps , 
by the ſide of which hangs an excellent old portrait. Charles I. and 
his thrce children have found their way into this room. Here is 3 
family of happy cottagers ; and a battle piece, with ſpirit. Beſides 
which, is a ſcaree print of Cromwell, on horſeback ; which allo re- 
counts his victories, to the number of 45 ; it was printed in 1650, 


Here is another good print of Oliver, from a painting by Cooper ; «a: 


there are alſo others from the ſame painter, of Lord Fairfax; Ham- 


den; Robert Devereux, Earl of Eſſex, &c. &c. well preſerved. 


With-drawing Room Contains a good portrait of Sir John and 
his Lady and Children, in one piece. A female nudity is not very 
tempting. Queen Ann and child. Here is alſo a large Chineſe 
bowl of confiderable value; and Cox's muſical clock, which was 
won by the Swithland flate pitmen, at the Lottery. It was valued, 
I believe, at 500. and fold for 500. It ſtands fix feet high, richly 
decorated with brazen bulls and dragons. I faw alſo, in ſome other 


rooms, paintings, one of which was St. Peter, contemplating on a 


a human ſkull, 


\ 


the county of Suſſex, to the ſeventh parliament of Great-Britain; and for Totneſs, in the 
county of Devon, to the eighth and ninth parliaments. He was cheſen one of the court of 
the Royal African Company in 1729, again in 1731, and alſo the year following, He was 
advanced to the dignity of a Baronet of England, by letters patent, bearing date July 4, 


1746, 20 George II. Sir Joſeph died OR. 26, 1762, and was ſacceeded in title and eſlate 
by his eldeſt ſon, 


Sir John D*Anvers, the preſent Baronet, who married a daughter and heir of Mr. Wat 


fon, by whom he has had two ſons, both dead, beſides a daughter, now living. 
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Under the clock, which is over the coach-houſe, or ſtables, are 
theſe lines: 


Each day you ſee me turn about, 


Time fleeth, and the lamp burns out. 


The church where the family bury, and monuments, are noticed 


page 92, volume of Excurſions, 


The ſtreamer ſeen on Sir John's houſe, is ſet up on thoſe days he 


is in the country, He now ſpends much of his time in London. 


See the Arms in the annexed Plate. 


SKEFFINGTON HAL T, 


HE Seat of Sir William Charles Farrell Skeffington, Baronet, 
ſtands on an eminence, at an eaſy diſtance from the Upping- 


ham road, 10 miles from Leiceſter, eaſtwardly, and nine from Up- 
pingham ; almoſt adjoining the village which gives name to this an- 
cient and honourable family, which has been for ages ſeated 


here. (a) 
3 F The 


(a) Kinber's reſpectable pedigrees of, the Baronets of Great-Britain, being publiſhed 


Prior to the advancement of Sir William Skeffington to that dignity ; I have been favoured, 


in 
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The preſent poſſeſſor of this venerable reſidence of his anceſtors, 
has made ſome very conſiderable additions and alterations, both with 
reſpect to the manſion, and the grounds about it. In the latter, 
judgment and taſte are conſpicuous to a common obſeryer ; old 
buildings, which were offenſive to the eye have been removed, and 
fence walls, near the dwelling, taken down ; and in their place we 
now behold fine verdure and trees of ornament, ſeemingly governed, 
in their growth, by the guidance of improved nature. The views, 
ſcen in the walks near this dwelling, are various and extenſive ; but 
they want the aid of water to enrich them. With your naked cye 
you may ſee over a fertile vale, the field of Nafeby, memorable for 
the overthrow of Charles the Firſt's army. 'The beautiful churches 
of Norton and Gaulby, in ſome points of view, are pretty objects; 
as are alſo Quenby Hall, Bilidon Coppice, and Skeftington and 
Loddington woods, whence much fine timber is taken for the uſe of 


the 


in conſequence, with the following correct pedigree of this family, from the Herald's Office; 


which 1 am happy in laying before the public, 


Simon Skeffington, lived at Skeflington, in the time of Edward I. and was father of 
Geoffrey, and John of Tatton. Geoffrey was father of Thomas, father of Sir William, 


and John, who died without iſſue; and a daughter, Mary, who on the deceaſe of her bro- 


St. Andrew, of Gotham, was mother 


of John St. Andrew, Eſq; who by Elizabeth, his wife, daughter of John Bainbrigge, cf 


ther, became heir to the eſtate ; and marrying 


Lockington, com. Leiceſter, Eſq; had iſſue three daughters, his coheirs, the ſecond of 
whom, Elizabeth, was married, firſt, to Francis, ſon of Sir James Thornhaugh of Fenton; 
and ſecondly, to Willinm Skeffington, Eſqy deſcended from John of Tatton, before men- 


tioned, 'The ſaid William Skeflington was by her, father of John, father of William, fa- 
ther 


SEATS IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 2009 


the Britiſh navy. Some contend that the ground, near Skeffington- 
Hall, is the higheſt in the county. I have been lately upon Breedon 
and Bardon Hills; the latter I have an opinion is the higheſt of 


the three. 


Skeffington-Hall is enriched with a large and valuable collection 
of paintings, many of which are from the pencils of the firſt maſters, 


ancient and modern; the chief of which have been collected by the 


preſent owner, who is not only a judge and an admirer of the arts, 
but he is allo a patronizer of artiſts. --- If the writer of this had 


permiſſion, he would ſay more than that, he has experienced the 


friendly intereſt of Sir William Skeffington, Bart. in ſupport of the 
humble efforts of His pencil. 


IVith-drawing Room, There is a record in the family that this 
room, meaſuring 35 feet by 21, was floored and wainſcoted with 


One 


ther of Humphrey, who was aged 21, in 13th Henry VI.—He was ſucceeded by his bro- 
ther Hugh, the father of Robert, father of Thomas, who was living in 38th Henry VI. 
To him ſucceeded Sir William Skeffington, knighted by King Henry VII. and was Sheriff 
of the counties of Leiceſter and Warwick, in the 24th of that reign, and alſo in the 7th 
and 13th of Henry VIII.—In 1529, that Prince appointed him his Commiſſioner to Ireland, 
an office which he diſcharged with much ability and integrity.—In 15 30, he was conſtituted 
Maſter of the Ordnance in England, and afterwards Lord Deputy to the Duke of 
Richmond, Lord Lieutenant of the kingdom of Ireland, and ſubdued the rebels O' More 


and O' Conner. 


After this he had a warm diſpute with the Earl of Kildare, and they mutually charged 


each other with high crimes and miſdemeanors at the Engliſh Court; but though for ſome 
| time 
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one oak tree, which grew in Skeffington-wood ; the flooring planks 
have no appearance of joining, Here allo is a curious in-laid Flo. 
rentine table, „which repreſents landſcapes, fruit and flowers, and a 
variety of figures and devices: the workmanſhip is by far ſuperior 
to any thing I have ever ſeen. This table is ſuppoſed the fineſt of 
the kind ever brought to England. | 


A large picture repreſents Moſes, when a child, trampling on 
Pharaoh's Crown, by Rembrant, Two ovals, repreſent muſic and | 
dancing, taken from the figures at Herculaneum ; they were done. 
by Allen, when at Naples. The Earl of Holland, is by Dob/on. 
The Enchanted Palace, an Italian copy, is after Claud Lorraine. 


Two Bacchanalian Women, are done by Carlo Cignani, Two 


Flower Pieces, by Giovanni Ferrari. And two Landſcapes on cop- 


per, 


time laid aſide by the Earl's means, he was in 1534, again made Lord Deputy. He took 
Manooth from Kildare's ſon, who had rebelled, and at length forcing him to bm ſent 
him to England, where he was executed. He died in his poſt of Lord Deputy, in Decem- 
ber 1535, and was buried at Kilmainham in Ireland. He was ſucceeded by Thomas Skeffing- 
ton, of Skeffington, Eſq; who by his wife, Margaret, daughter and heir of Edmund Stan- 
hope of Weſt-Markam, in the county of Nottingham, Eſq; had iſſue, William Skeffing- 
ton, Eſq; and John Skeffington, Eſq; of Fiſherwick, in the county of Stafford, anceſtor of 
the Earl of Maſſarine, of the kingdom of Ireland. William was father of Thomas, living 
in 13th of Elizabeth, and 18th, zoth, and 4 iſt of her reign was Sheriff of the county of | 
Leiceſter: He was father of Thomas Skeffington, of Skeflington, who died in 1600, he 
married Iſabella, youngeſt daughter of Sir John Byron of Newſted, com. Nottingham, | 
Knight, buried at Skeffington, 314 of May, 1625, as the under part of the pedigree 
ſhewetb, - | 


Thomas, 


Sir William Dugdale, 


[Facing page 210.] 


Knight, 


—Margerie, dau. of John 


1 


* 


Thomas Skefängton, of Skeffington, —Iſabella, youngeſt dau. of Sir John 


Co. Leic. Eſq. died 1600. 


Byron, of Newſted, Co. 


of May, 162 5. 


2 


4 
Mary, married Eliz. married Urſula, 4 dau. Sir ] 


! 


— 
* 


Nott. 


Knight, bur. at Skeffington, 31ſt 


—ů — 


13 | 
; orn Huntbache of Seawall, ohn Skeffington, W. Broome Katherine, John Skeffington, bap. [Sir William Katherine, MI : 
Garter 1 —_ —— in Com. Statf. Gent. to William St. W. Tettour and coheir, bap. | of Fitherwick, Com. of Wood- z dau. &% J, 590, Killed in Gray's Skeffington, dau. of R. _ 2 
— — . at Shuſ- ſhe died 18 Dec. 1681. Andrewof Go- of Warlock, at Skeftington,, Statf. bt. æt. 30. 1619 low, in coheir. Ian, London, by Mi- of Skefting- Chetwood, Gray's Inn, 
ae For, | 17 tham, Co. Not. Com. War. 6 May, 1593, died Nov. 1651, Kt. Co. War. chael Bray, buried at ton, Knight, of Wood- by Jo. Skef- 
Cy Yue ' Llq. Etq. ob. July, 1658, 67. at Fiſherwick, Eſq, Skeffington, 1613, t. 20, hull, inCo, fington,1613, 
at 65, buried bur. at Skeffington, 1600, 6b. S. Bedford. 24 huſband. 
at Skeffington. 2oth of ſaid month. P. 1ſt huſb. : 
1f Wife, —. 2d Wife, ; _ 1 AE, 3 $2597 is ways 
Mary Baker, died = Sir John Dugdale, Knt. Norrey — Elizabeth, dau, and Sir Wm. Skeffington, Bart. 0 ert roome, George Tho. Broome, = Bridget, dau of George John, Anna, Skeffington 
7 4 King of Arms, æt. 32, 1682 , at length ſole heir only Son and Heir, died tate. 11, 1619. S. P. of Croxton, Greſeley, and Siſter of tat. 1, zetat 8, Broome, of 
7 3 4. died at Coven. 31ſt Aug. 1700, | of Thomas Pid- unwarried in Shire-Lane, Co. Derby, Sir Thomas Greſeley, of 1619. 1619. married to CE 
for, vid. M bur. at Shuſtoch, Will, date | geon, Alderman London, 1tt April, 1652, Elqz ætat. 6, Drakelow, Com. Derby, —— | 
oy a M. J. m March, 1698, pr. 12th of the City of Co- bur. at Skeffington, 7th 1619. Bart. living 1709. 
F — 1700, by Dame Elz. his ventry, living of the ſaid month, Caleb's 
| ok. 1700. tat. 26. 3 PE 
| ed William Dugdale I Blyth— Judith, dau, of Sir Jane, born William liz. only ſurviving Tho, of alias Broome Charles Broome, 1. 6 2. Richard, 3. William 
154 Town Hall, Com. War. Eſq; Henry Gough, of 11th July, Hyde, of dau. of Sir John ol Skeffington, Com. Leic, Executor ta his 1687. 1687. 1687— 
— fHern, only Son and Heir, died Perry Hall, in Co. died 10th Langtofc, Dugdale, Knight, Eſq; died 25th Dec. 1709. Brother Tho- 2. Catherine, 5. John. 1709. 
Co. Denb. Eſa; 19 Feb 1714, buried at Staff. Knight. Auguſt, in Com. by his ſecond ven- 1t huſband, mas, in 1709. 3. Frances. 6. George. 
— — — Sbuſtock. 1677. Linc, Eſq; ter, ;etat, 10. ann. 4. Mary, 
608 2d huſ- 1 Dec. 1693, to 
March, 1698. Thomas Skefting- 
ton. 
2d Wites ==Willi Farrell, o Eliz. daughter Tho. Skeffington, Sir Tl Peyt f Bridget, daugh d cohei b : M 1 
. — , daughter Anna Chriſtinana imam Farrell, oi——Elz, daughter on ington, Sir Thomas Peyton, o ridget, daughter and coheir, born at ary, third Wife f 
2 of ; K daughter of John Cheſter, Eſquire, and co-heir, of Skeff. Eſqzj Emneth, Co. Norfolk, Skeff. 18 Aug. & bap. 8 Sept. 1697, Robert Bode, to Peay 
dream Heral 4 Dodd of Bracton, Collector ot the born at Sheff, born 10, & bap. Bart, married at „ ob. 1762, left her eſtate to her nephew meſt, Com. War. Bart. 
ane Hs . Com. Cheſter, Cuſtoms, born in .| Sth, and bap. 20 Sept. 1696, 1732, died at Emneth Wm. Farrell, Eſq; for life, remainder ſhe died S. P.. 
K Þ Eſq. College - Green, 20th Auguſt, ob. S. P. 18th aforeſald, July 17th, to his Son & Heir Wm. Cha. t arrell, 
Ving 1744+ S. P. Dublin, 17th J an. 1695, died at May 1729, tu 1771, bur. at Dod- and his Heirs for ever. 
O. S. 1689. | Cheſter. 32, born at Sheff. dington, Co. Camb. 
| OS h 4 : 3 Will Mary ds Chi cad Heir of Willi Fl - Il of Skeff. Co. Leic— Eli * ont Chila f Wal bo 
| 12 1 ohn Worthing- Frances, maſi 1. William. ary, ſole —= William Farrell o eff. Co. Leic. zabeth, on ild of Walter Gibbon 
1 50 * | 8 — iſt Son of fourth ob. infans. 3. Thomas Rich. = mon and Sunning-Hill, Berks, Eſqr. of Lincoln's ina, a Conveyancer, — 
than Cotgrave daughter, Burdet Wor- daughter. and Secretary at War in ng wy „& Lieutenant of Grenadiers in the 2d, relict of William Dent, of the ſame Pro- 
of the City of thington of Aſh- Eliz. ob. in- Secretary at pg ee or Coldſtream Regiment of Foot feſſion, and Inn, died Auguſt —, 1769, 
Cheſter, gent. ton Hayes, Eſq; fans, marr. at St. Pau 33 epttord, Guards, born in the City of Cheſter, buried at Sunning-Hill, Com. Berks. 
Co. Cheſter. ob. 1745, buried at Sunning- & died taere the 6th of April 1776, 
| Hill, Berks. | aged 63, & bur. at Skeffington. — 
I 4 UE * BY Joh? ob 1 i. 1. William Henry Thomas ob. æt. William Charles Farrell, only ſurviving ſon, born in Jermyn- Catherine Joſepha, Walter 1 4== Jane, daugh. and 
ay Jonath - Charles ns, : Chriſtiana ob. Infans. Worthington. 3 circa. ſtreet, St. James 's, 24th of June, 1742, late Captain in the eideſt daughter of Farrell, only coheir f 
8 Mary 2. John Cotton Robert ob. æt. Firſt Regiment of Foot Guards, and Lieutenant-Colonel in the Michael Hubbart child in Holy Ree ve, of Skeff. 
Cotgrave. Worchington. 3 ms. circa, Army; and one of the Eſquires to his Royal Highneſs Prince of the Iſland of orders, born 5th Co. Leic. gent. 
g Both buried at Frederick, Duke of Vork, &c. at the Inſtallation of the Teneriff, married of June, 1750, married at St. 
Sunning Hill, Knights of the Moſt Honourable Order of the Bath, in 1772. at St, Peter-le- in the pariſh of Andrew's, Hol- 
Co. Berks: 'Took the ſurname of Skeffington, and the Arms, by the King's Poor, London, St. Andiew, born, Nov. 24, 
Warrant, dated 12th June, 17723 and his Majeſty was gra- gth Dec. 1765, Holborn, 1770. 
ciouſly pleaſed to re- inſtate him with the Honours of the Fa- born at Laguna, 
mily, and accordingly created him a Baronet of Great-Britain, in the aforeſaid 
June 10, 1786. Iſland, Ann Farrell, born 16th of 
l Sept. 1771, at Highgate, 
in the County of Middle- 
lex, F 
| 1 2 | 
Charles 'Thomas Farrell, Lumley St. Geo. Farrell, 


Skeftington, born in 
Duke ſtr. St. James's, 
ob. ætat. 4, buried at 
St. Ann's, Sohb, Lon. 


Skeff born in the pariſh 


of St. Pancras, in Co. 


Middleſex, March 233 
1771. 
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per, by Brueghell, A drawing in water colours, Our Saviour and 
the Woman at the Well, Italian, A Magdalen, on copper, after 
Grido Rhedi, A Magdalen with a Skull, by C2/tanza, of Rome, 
very capital. A portrait of his Majeſty, Our Saviour bleſſing the 
Children, by Le Sear. The Inchanted Palace, an Italian copy, 
after Claud Lorraine. Here is a portrait of the Princeſs Elizabeth, 
aſterwards Queen of England; and one of the Earl of Strafford, 
David with Goliah's Head, is by Cero Ferri; and Fruit and Birds, 
by Boddani. A portrait of Pope Paul, by Titian, is one of the fineſt 


in the world. 


The Great Hall, ———— Here is a Magdalen, kneeling,. as large as 
life, ſhe is reading, with one hand on a human ſkull, the other ſup- 
ports her head, by M. R. Parmegiano. A landſcape, with Geeſe and 
Ducks, and a Spaniel, by Fenix ; and a Greyhound and Dead Game, 
its companion, by Curene. A Hare, by Fyte. Spot, a favourite 
hunter, is by Sartorius. And a Door Piece of Fruit and Flowers, 
by Michael Angelo de Carraraggio, has great merit, Here alſo is a 
highly finiſhed picture of a China Vaſe, by John Jan Heck. And 
a large Picture, repreſenting the Four Elements, by Jordæns, of 
Antwerp. 


Dining Parhur. --- A Flemiſh Ball, by Gonzales, A portrait of 
Charles the Second; and one of General Monk, are by Sir Godfrey 
Nueller. Venus returning from hunting, wounded, by Luca Giordano. 
The Baſilica of Antoninus, now the Cuſtom-Houſe at Rome; the 
Temple of Fortuna Virilis; the Mauſoleum of Hadrian and the 
Medicean Vaſe, are by Hardinge. Vandigſt's landſcape, with a Man 

3 G a Fiſh 
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a Fiſhing, is in his beſt ſtile. Some Birds, by Bogdani, are beauti. 
ful: ſo are a Spaniel Dog, and a dead Rabbit, by the ſame hand. 
A view of a Palace belonging to the King of Naples, is by Mori. 
chi, The Engliſh and French Fleets engaging of Cape Logos, are 
by Peters. Here is allo a picture of an Owl and other Birds, by 
Bogdani. And a very highly finiſhed Fruit and Flower Piece, by My. 
rellius, date on it 1636. 


In the Breakfaſt Room. Four portraits of Ladies, repreſenting 
the Seaſons, by Morland. Four Bunches of Grapes, by Mrs, 
Wrizht. A ſmall piece, of a Girl as Columbine; and a Boy Piping, 
are by Laraiſe. And two ſmall pictures of Bacchanalian Boys, are 
done by Coypel: A Head of a Lady, is done by Blimart; and it's 
companion, that of an Old Man, is by YVandyke. A picture of Fruit 
and a Shell Goblet, by Deda - and a very beautiful picture of 
Flowers, is by the Velvet Bruegbell. A ſketch of a Lady with 
Flowers, by Caſali. Allen has given a fine copy from that famous 
picture in the Florentine Gallery, painted by Raphael, the Madona 
della Sedia. A picture of Diana and Endymion, by Geminiani; 
Bacchus and Ariadne, its companion, is by the ſame hand. Our $a- 
viour and the Woman at the Well, (on copper), is by Annibal 
Carrachi. The Wiſe Men's Offering, after Reubens, is by Van 
Harp. A landſcape; by Van Uden, and the Figures by Teniers. A 
Stag Hunting, by. Myle; and a favourite Horſe, by Boultſbee. In 
this room alſo, is a highly finiſhed landſcape, by Bott and Bodwnn, 
Here is a fine portrait of-a Foreign Lady, on a pannel, ſhe is all but 
alive, In this room is a curious old carved Chimney Piece, in the 


middle 
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middle of which are the Arms of the F amily, with not leſs than 30 


quarterings. 


Library. Two landſcapes, are done by Dietriche, painter to 
the King of France. Two oval pictures of Ruins in Rome, are by 
Hardinge. The Adoration of the Shepherds, is by Luca Giordano. 
St. Ann teaching the Virgin Mary, by Jouvenet. A Head of King 
Charles the Firſt, by Yandyke. A Boy at Study, I have frequently 
much admired, by Flink. f 


Sir Wilham's Dreſſing = Room. A landſcape, is by Lambert. 
A ſmall piece, of a Pointer and a Pheaſant, by Roper. A Hare 
fitting, by Denner, Two landſcapes, Morning and Evening, are 
done by Williams of Shrewſbury. Two landſcapes of Views on. the 
Rhine, by Criſier. A Dutch Merry-Makirg, after Teniers, by Van 
Helmont. And a Freſh Gale, by Monamy.. 


Great Stair Caſe. - A Boar Hunting, by De Voc. King Wil- 
liam III. by Sir Godfrey Kneller. Love, Wine, and Plenty, are 
repreſented here. A portrait of Henry VIII. is by Hans Helbicr 
en. which are. theſe complimentary lines: 

« Si talis picta prodit ſab imagine princeps, 
„ Qua'e putas Verum corpus habere decus, 
« Mens divina latet tanti ſub corpore regis. 
% Numinis huic forma eſt effigieſque dei.“ 

Here alſo is a whole length of King Charles the Firſt, by 
old Stone. A large picture of Fruit and Flowers, by Carlo Saracino. 
A whole length of James the Firſt, and one of his Queen, by Yan- 
Jomer. And one of Queen Ann, is by Yandyke. Theſe pictures 
were given to the Howard family, in whoſe poſſeſſion they continued 
till the year 1730; they were bequeathed (with many others) 


by 


> —— S᷑:ßꝗ: ee —p—[—H) — ———— 
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by the Counteſs of Suffolk to her niece, VikGounrd Torrington, 
they were part of the noble collection in the famous Gallery at 
Audley End, long ſince pulled down. A portrait of a Man about 
to drink, is by Chri/topher Pierſon, And a Ruin, by James. 


Crimſon Bed Chamber. A view of St. Mark's Place at Venice, 
by Marieſchi. A Shepherd driving Sheep and Goats, by Roſe v 
Portrait of a Lady, by Cornelius Janſen. Abraham putting ſorth 


Hagar and Iſhmael, by Taſeart. Solomon and the Queen of 
Sheba, by Paul Veroneſſe. Here alſo are portraits of the Earl of 
Pembroke, and of the late King of Pruſſia. 


Chints Bed Room. Here is a large piece of Charles the Firſt, 
his Queen, the Prince of Wales, and James, Duke of York, by old 
Stone, after Vandyke. A picture of an Army paſſing over a Ford; 
and a Battle piece, are by Parocelle. A Camp, by Hemjſirk, The 
entrance of the Dardanelles, by old Gier. And a landſcape, with 
Cattle and Figures, by Hayman. 


Another Bed Chamber, Has a picture of the Virgin and Child, 


by Migniard. A Peaſant going to Market, by Sebaſtian Ricci. 
Ducks and Birds, by Bagdeni. The Miſer, by Hanneman. A large 


and highly finiſhed picture of Fruit and Flowers, by Segers---an 
Unique. A landſcape, by Ferg. And a capital Head of à Burgo- 


maſter, by the famous Miervelt. 


Lady Sheffington's Dreſſing-Room, .--- Is adorned with ſome 
beautiful diſplays of Art. An Italian Seaport has much merit, by 
| Vender cable, 


„ie. 
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Vendercable. But two oval pieces of Flowers, are capital, by Bap- 
tiſta : The landſcapes, are by Paterre. Adoration of the Magi, 
by Paul Veroneſſe ; Our Saviour, it's companion, is by the ſame 
hand. Here are allo five very capital Italian paintings, of Birds, in 
water colours, done at Venice, on vellum ; moſt elaborately finiſh= 
ch: they have been done 100 years, and are in the higheſt preſerva- 
tion, A Num at Devotion, by Scalken, A beautiful ſmall Land- 
cape and Figures, by Ferg. Four Landſcapes, by Waldgrave ; 


and two ſmall, by ditto. Views on the Rhine, have much merit. 


In the Back Stair Cafe, --= Are ſeveral good portraits. Suſannah 


and the Elders, by Genaro; and a Flower piece, by Mzchael Angelo 


Carravaggio, have merit. 


Among many other pieces not mentioned above, is a Crucifixion, 
by Coypel, a performance of the firſt merit. A capital Italian copy 
of St. Peter, after Guido. The return of the Prodigal Son, by 
Pronciſco Baſſen. 


The pictures at Skeffington-Hall, have afforded me repeated plea- 
ſure and amuſement: and I am perſuaded that they will afford much 


more pleaſure to thoſe of better judgment, and more refined taſte, in 


works of this nature. 


The church is deſcribed, and the monuments of the family, in 


the Vol, of Excurſions, under the article Skeffington. 


3 H A Thomas 
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A Thomas Skeffington, born at Skeffington, was Biſhop of Ban- 
gor, in 1 508 or 1509. (a) 


By an inquiſition after the death of Margaret, wiſe of Thoma: 
Skeſſington, of Skeffington, Eſq; it appears, that ſhe dicd ia 


January, 3ift of Henry VIII. ſeized of Little Markham manor, 


Nottinghamſhire. He died in June, 35th of Henry VIII. His 
land was Skeffington; her's, befides Markham, was Stoke Rochford, 
in South Stoke, Lincolnſhire ; and William Skeffington was heir to 


both. (5) 


Previous to, and at the defeat of the Spaniſh Armada, Thomas 
Skeffington, of Belgrave, was High-Sheriff of . Leiceſterſhire, He 
ſummoned together all perſons between the age of 18 and 50 years 


(to the number of 12,530) able to bear arms; 2000 of the prime 


of which were ſent to Tilbury Camp, the reſt were ſent home fur- 


niſhed with various miſſive weapons, and directed to rendezvous on 
the firſt news of the Spaniards ſetting foot on Engliſh ground. ---- 


George Morris was Mayor of Leiceſter, at the defeat of the power- 


ful Spaniſh armament, and had the honour to entertain all the nobi- 


lity and prime gentlemen of the county; amongſt others were Hemy, 
Earl of Huntingdon, Lord-Lieutenant of the County ; Walter 


Haſtings, of Kirby, his brother, and Major General, who commanded 


the 2000 choſen Leiceſterſhire men; and Thomas Skeflington, of 


(a) Papers at Beaumanor. 


{8) Cole's Collections. Hic jacet &“ Margareta uxor ejus ob. 1514. Harlein M. S. 
els Skeffington, 


—+ 
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JLeflington, Efq; fon of Sir William Skeffington (a Knight of great 
l;ononr and worth) who was then High-ſherif of the county. (a) 


A deſcendant of the above Thomas Skeffington, of Belgrave, 
iq; who alſo lived at Belgrave, was at the landing of King Wil- 
liam III. and was one of the foremoſt to reccive that King, and 
welcome him on the Engliſh ſhore. (5) 


Sir William Dugdale, Carter Kin g of Arms, the great Hiſtorian ;- 
and Mr. Aſhmole, the great Antiquarian, were both nearly allied to 


the Skeffington family. 


Among the papers in Sir William's poſſeſſion, is a pardon fron: - 
Charles II. to Roger Twiſden, Edward Dering, and John Skeffing- 
ton, of Skeffington, Knights and Baronets, which runs in the fol- 
lowing manner; and has a large broad ſeal of white wax annexed, 
ix inches diameter. On one fide the King is on horſeback in the act 
of ſtriking with his ſword, with a greyhound on full ſpeed. On 
the reverſe, he. 1s ſeated in a chair of ſtate, with a ſceptre in his 


right hand, and a globe in the left: 


% Charles, by the Grace of God, .&c. To all to whom theſe 


preſents may come, &c. Know all men, that we of our ſpecial 


grace and wiſdom, and for various good cauſes and conſiderations 


ns thereunto moving, have remitted and pardoned, and by theſe. 


preſents do remit and pardon, our beloved and faithful Roger T wiſ-- 
| den, 


(a) Corporation papers, See page 230, Excurſions, 


'b) . Leiceſter Journal. 
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den, Edward Dering, and Jahn Skeffington. We temit and par- 
don all and exery, their breaches of truſt, great and ſmall, treaſons, 


rebellions, inſurrections, ſeditions, commotions, conſpiracies, and 


rhaſr rifions. We remit alſo their homicides, felonies, and other 
offences committed by them, either ſeparately or jointly, before the 
date of theſe preſents, &c. &c. Dated at Nottmgham, the 1010 
day of September, the 18th year of our reign. | 


Part of the Skeffington family, during the troubles of the laſt 
century, took on the ſide of the King, and a part was with the 


Parliament ; a thing not uncommon in thoſe days. 


By the death of] ohn Skeffington, Eſq; who was killed by his ſtep- 
father at Gray's-Inn, London, in 1613, {fee the Pedigree were written 
the following ingenious lines ; which at firſt fight to many have 
been perplexing. Attempts have been made at a tranſlation, but 


few have been happy enough in the trial to pleaſe themſelves. How- 
ever, a friend of mine, has lately ſucceeded fo well in the attempt, 
as he modeſtly calls it, at a free tranſlation, as to pleaſe all to whom 
I have ſhewn it; therefore I am happy in the opportunity in giving 
the original, accompanied with his elegant tranſlation, to the 


public: ---- 


In mortem -prematuram, IIluſtriſſimi adoleſcentis 
M. Johannis Skeffington, 
| h Armigeri 
Quocum occidit nominis Skeffingtoniani de Skeffington, 
Spes unica et ultima, 
Brutiſſima crudelitate et immanitate occift ;; 


I.” 


Anno 


"ID 

WITS : 

* e 
8 
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Anno Dom" 1613, Novemb: 4s 
Carmina ; 
et progreſſu ad dexteram 
et decurſu ad terram 


Semper eadem: 


Skeffington Terris defecit nobile nomen 
Terris Præclarum quondam ſolamen honoris, 


Defecit quondam Patriæ dulciſſima gemma. 
Nobile ſolamen, dulciſſima gemma Britannis, 


Nomen honoris, gemma Britannis Irreparanda. 


Seripfit Antonius Cadus lachrimis immerſus. 


The laſt five lines are exactly the ſame, whether they are read 
from left to right, in the common way, or read downwards from 


top to bottom: for example, 


* 4 7 
1 Skeffington Terris defecit Nobile Nomen 
2 Terris Præclarum quondam ſolamen honoris 
3 Defecit quondam Patriæ dulciſſima Gemma 
4 Nobile Solamen dulciſſima Gemma Britannis 
5 Nomen honoris Gemma Britannis  Irreparanda. 


Literal Tranſlation : 


On the untimely death of a moſt illuſtrious | 
Youth, M. John Skeffington, Eſq; 
With whom died the laſt and only Hope 
Of the name of Skeffington, of Skeffington, 


31 Who 
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Who was moſt inhumanly murdered 
On the fourth day of November, in the 
Year of our Lord, 16x 3. 


The noble name of Skeflington is gone from 

Earth: once the renowned Cheriſher of Honour: 
Once the faireſt Gem of his Country : 

The ſweeteſt Gem and the noble Support of Britain, 
A Name of Honour, and Briton's irreparable Jewel, 


Written by Anthony Cade, deep in Corram, 


A free Tranſlation in Perſe + 
No longer, Skeffington, illuſtrious Name 
Lives, to ſtand foremoſt in the Liſts of Fame! 
That name of Solace, to it's Country dear, 
Returns no more to charm each Britiſh. Ear ! 
That Gem reſplendent, which on Britons ſhone, 


Now ſhines no more, irreparably gone ! 


The latin verſes muſt have coſt the Author much pain and labour; 
for they are perfect Hexameters, and the ſame (as has been obſerved 
above) in the common courſe of reading from left to right, and in 
a declined direction from the top to the bottom. They contain 

only one ſentence, paying a handſome compliment to the name of 
Skeffington; and lamenting the irreparable loſs the country had 
ſuſtained by the death of John Skeffington, Eſq. (a) 

The 

(a) The lines are by no means defpicable, conſidering how much the Author mult be 


Tramped in hx choice of words, owing to the twofold reading, upon which the merit of the 
compoſition 
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The ſurviving iſſue of Sir William Charles Farrell Skeffington, 


Bart. by his lady, (now living), the daughter of Michael Hub- 
bart, Eſq; is an only ſon, Lumley St. George Farrell Skeffington, 


in the 21ſt year of his ages 


See the Arms in the View of Skeffington- Hall. 


BARDON-PARK HAL Z, 


HE Seat of William Hood, Eſq; ſtands at the foot of Bardon 
Hill, 1o miles N. W. from Leiceſter, and 7 from Aſhby- 


de-la-Zouch. 


This manſion is ancient, fits, as you ſee it from the Aſhby road, 
behind a gentle riſe of ground, backed by the higheſt eminence in 


compoſition was intended to depend. This ſort of verſe, I think, was called Decarrent, 
from its additional declined reading. Theſe, and many more of the ſame kind, were much 
in uſe and admiration in the time of James I. In compofitions of this kind, grammar and 
good ſenſe. were frequently ſacrificed to unmeaning deviſe and unuatural conſtruction. An- 
thony Cade, the Author, I make no doubt, was the fame who was vicar of Bilſden, about 
that time 3 his name appears in the regiſter of that pariſh. He was a man of good ſenſe and 


learning, and publiſhed a book upon ſome points controverted at that time, which was 
much admired by James I. | 


tho 
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the county. It is only an occaſional reſidence of this family a few 
months in the Summer ſeaſon. (3) The articles within this dwel— 
ling, moſt worthy of notice, are an old ſilver ſalt cellar, feveral fil- 
ver ſpoons, and a piece of plate; ſuppoſed to be a luxury 


which the yeomanry were in poſſeſſion of, about the 15th cen. 
tury. The top of the latter conſiſts of triangular feet, which it is 


ſuppoſed was to ſupport the bread ; and the cup, or hollow beneath, 
the ſalt, The filver ſpoons have figures of the Apoſtles at their 
handles, about an inch and half in length, caſt with the ſpoons : 


they were originally waſhed with gold. 


(a) The family of Hood formerly ſpelt their name Hoodde, Hudde, Hode, and 
Whood, and were reſidents here in the time of Henry VIII. though not ſeized threeof 'till 


the reign of Elizabeth. The preſent family quarter arms, as follow): 


1. Hood, 6. Filliol, 11. Manderville, E. of Eſſex, 16. Pepleſham, 
2. Snell, 7. Chanceauxy 12. Eudo, Lord of Colcheſter, 17. Wickham, 
3. Harriſon, 8. Jordan, 13. Marmignot, Baron, 18. Perrott, 
4. Finnes, 9. Monceux, 14. Chenie, Baron, 19. Willicotes, 
g. Boloigne, 10. Say & Sele, Baron, 1 5. Batesford, 20. Trillowe. 


They uſe the Motto of William Wykeham, —Mannert makerh Men. 


Of this family was Paul Hood, D. D. rector of Lincoln College, and ſome time Vice 
Chancellor of Oxford. He was buried in that city, in the church of All Saints, in 1668. 


The preſent poſſeſſor of this ſeat is William Hood, Eſq; Barriſter at Laws He married 


Mary, daughter of Charles Buxton, of Beauxted-Hall, Com. Eſſex, Eſq. He has two 
Þrothers living, John and Edmund, 


* 


His town reſidence i.— CBancery-Lant. 


Here 
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Here was formerly a park, but long ſince in diſuſe. The memo- 


rable Bardon Hill deſerves particular notice: it ſtands gigantic in a 


range of bold and rugged eminences, over which your eye is carried 


to diſtant counties. From the Summer - houſe, which tops its tuft- 


ed creſt, you ſee, N. E. as far as Lincoln. It is upwards of 50 
miles diſtant, and was at firſt diſcovered by a fervant, with his na- 
ked eye; not only the Minſter, but part of the high town is viſible. 
S. W. you fee the Wreeking, the Cathedrals of Coventry and Lich- 
field, the towns of Leiceſter, Nottingham, and Derby; Aſhby 
ruin, Belvoir Caftle, Wollaton Hall, Staunton-Harold, Bar Bea- 
con, near Birmingham, Tamworth-Caſtle, Wolverhampton Church, 
Queen's-Croſs, near Northampton, Parrot's-folly, near Birmingham, 
and Beauderſt, the ſeat of the Earl of Uxbridge. Hence you ſee 
14 or 15 counties, v2, Leiceſterſhire, Northamptonſhire, Rutland- 
ſhire, Warwickſhire, Staffordſhire, Derbyſhire, Nottinghamſhire, 
Worceſterſhire, Lincolnſhire, Shropſhire, Buckinghamſhire, Bed- 
fordſhire, Glouceſterſhire, Hertfordſhire, and guere, if not Hun- 


tinzdonſhire and Cambridgeſhire. The higheſt hill in Leiceſter-- 


ſhire is to be ſeen from Chalk-hill, near Dunſtable ; it has been ſaid, 
conſequently, chalk-hill may be. ſeen from Leiceſterſhire. That 
Bardon-hill. is. the higheſt in Leiceſterſhire, I think, is beyond a 
doubt. Seats, you ſee the following with the naked eye: Stan- 
ford-Hall, Mr. Daſhwood's ; Quenby-Hall, Mr. Afhby's : Scrap- 
toft-Hall, Mr. Hartopp Wigley's; Preſtwould-Hall, Mr, Pack's; 
Hopewell-Hall, Mr. Pares ; Copſhall-Hall, Mr. Curzon's; Ap- 


pleby, Mr. Moore's; Stoughton-Grange, Mr, Keck's ; Bilſ- 
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don-Coppice, Mr. Palmer's; Ravenſtone, Mr. Creſtwell's. The 
Infirmary, Dr. Arnold's, and the Race Ground, at Leiceſter, are 
eaſily diſtinguiſhable. The village churches every where abound, 


On the north fide of the hill, which is famous for woodcock 


ſhooting, are ſeemingly ſome little remains of Druidiſm. 


The meeting-houſe in this liberty, on which are about ten dwel- 
Tings, is much reſorted to. The miniſter, Mr. Dethick, who is 
deſervedly reſpected by the family at Bardon-Hall, has been of ſingu- 
lar ſervice to the minds of the neighbouring poor : many who were 
bred in the lap of ignorance and ſin, have been reclaimed from vi- 
cious habits ; and are now uſeful and reſpectable members of ſociety, 
and amiable ſervants of their God. 


In the church of Markfield, the adjoining pariſh, are ſome in- 
ſcriptions to the memory of the Hood s, near the altar; among 


which are remembered Thomas Hood, gent. who died in 1623; 


and John Hood, gent. of Bardon-Parks, who died in 1714. 


This family was ſeated at Wilford, near Nottingham, before 
they ſettled at Bardon-Park, which, in the reign of Edward III. 
was in the hands of Harry, Lord Beaumont, and continued in the 
name of the Beaumonts, as parcel of the manor of Witwick, ſe- 
veral deſcents. In the reign of Henry VII. it was in the hands of 
John de Vere, Earl of Oxford (2). In Elizabeth's, it was granted 


(a) Burton. 


to 
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to Sit Harry Haſtings, knight, and Henry Cutler, gent. from 
whom it was alienated to the family of Hood (a). | 


The late Mr. William Ludlam, of Leiceſter, mathematician, 
ſrequently made obſervations from Bardon-park Hill, with his te- 
leſcope, and other inſtruments ; but I have not heard of any of 
them being made public. Burton particularly notices this hill, as 
being at the baſe, very broad; riſing (not very ſteeply) to a great 
height ; being the higheſt of many hereabouts, very rough and full 
of wood; containing within, quarries of hard ſtone, and yielding 
pleaſing proſpects weſtwardly and ſouthwardly. When I firſt aſ- 
cended this hill, which was at the expence of much quick breath- 
ing. my ideas were perfectly in union with all around me : the ſup- 
poſed druidical remains, the hills, the rocks, che oak, the wild 


thorn, the bramble and the brier, which here are in a ſtate of pri- 


mitive nature, called to my memory theſe applicable lines: 


Sweet are the peaceful ſhades, to memory dear, 
And ſweet the note that melts on Fancy's ear; 
Shades, from the Fang on yonder hill ſurvey d, : 
And chearful notes that echoed from the glade. 
deen from yon central ſtone, a varied ſcene 
Of hill and dale, with waving woods between, 

O erſpread with flowers of many a beauteous dye, 
Holds in delighted gaze the lingering eye. 


(a) Britiſh Topography. 


Times 


. 
E . 
— — — — — — —— — - - — 


1 
* 
i 
if 
o 
4 
7 
. 


— < r 


1 —— 


226 SEATS IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 


Time-hallow'd pile, by ſimple builders rear'd ! 
Myſterious round, through diſtant times. rever'd l. 
Ordain'd with earth's revolving orb to laſt ! 


Thou bring'ſt to ſight the preſent. and the paſt; 


Rapt with the theme, bold Fancy wings her flight 
To ſilent ages long involy'd in night; 
Bids clouded forms ariſe to ſight diſplay'd, 
And ſcatters light along th' oblivious ſhade; 


Long ere the winds an hoſt in triumph bore,. 

By Cæſar led, to Alhion's diſtant ſhore ;. 

Ere yet the voice of far-reſounding Fame 

O'er her wide regions ſpread the Roman name; 

A patriarchal race the land poſleſs'd 

Th earth's firſt days; by Heav'n with plenty bleſs'd :: 
Nor plough, nor fickle knew the uncultur'd train; 
Nor broke the glebe, nor reapt the bearded grain; 
Nor in o erſhading hamlets ſlept ſecure; 

Nor warm in veſtments, brav'd the tempeſt's power: 
Skins o'er their limbs, unſhap'd, and rudely caſt, 
The wolf's rough garments, ſereen d them from the Þlaſt : 
Yet there, at eaſe amid” their calm retreat, 

They heard without, the raging tempeſt beat; 
Enjoy'd with chearful hearts the ſober meal, 

Nor ſhrunk at howlin gs echoing o'er the vale. 


Thrice happy days, when to reſtraint unknown, 
Each little ſovereign deem'd the world his own 1. 
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Secure they roam'd beneath one parent guide; 
God ſpread their table, and their food ſupplied. 
He gave the deer to range the mountain's brow, 
And herds to rove along the vales wes 3 

Their victims theſe the wandering people made, 


The chace at once their paſtime, and their trade. 


BEAUMANOR-PARK HALT, 


HE Seat of Wm. Heyrick, Eſq; ſtands about ꝗ miles from Lei- 


ceſter, and 2 from Loughborough, rather low; but ſurround- 


ed with ſtriking objects. In your walks about this dwelling, pleaſing 
variety preſents itſelf in venerable and chaſte forms: the foreſt hills 
ſeem to ſleep in ſucceſſion behind each other, ſoftened into the diſ- 
tant clouds; and here a farm peeps through the trees, ſucceeded by 
a wood, It was in Autumn 1790, when I firſt viſited this 
place for obſervation ; the leaves of the oak trees, which here 
abound, were then variegated with golden tints of pleaſing hue. A 
partial froſt had left their under branches in their Summer's fable, 
colouring, and ſome of the higher it had pencilled with tints of fire, 


or in ſofter words, it had warmed their foliage. The old park ſhews 
what it once had been : The ancient oaks contend with thoſe at 


Donington-Park for years; they each deſerve our particular notice, 
3L The 


— 
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The former remain the moſt perfect: the foreſt hills have ſheltered 
them, as'a kind companion, from the ſtorms and tempeſts of reyoly. 
ing ages, while the latter have bleakly ſtood the ſhocks of more 
than ſeven centuries ; ſome of their trunks are ſhivered, diſmember. 
ed, and almoſt branchleſs; but even in this expiring ſtate, when 
compared with ſome ſtriplings by their fide, the growth of only a 
century, they juſtly command our veneration. The oaks of Beau. 
manor are {till perfe& ſtudies for the artiſt, while thoſe at Doning- 


ton are fine accompanyments for a ſplendid ruin. 


Beaumanor- park was diſparked in 1634, excepting a part which: 
remained till about the year 1690. It has been ſaid, that the foreſt 


has been ſo woody, that you might travel from Beaumanor- park to 


Bardon-hill without ſeeing the Sun. 


The foundation of the old Hall is eaſily to be traced; the moats 
which ſurrounded it are viſible (a). It ſtood at ſome little diſtance 
from the preſent building, and was honoured with being the reſi- 
dence of Lord Beaumont; Catherine, Ducheſs of. Norfolk; Leo- 
nard Grey, Marquis of Dorſet ;; Grey, Duke of Suffolk, whoſe 
Ducheſs afterwards married Adrian Stokes, Eſq; and died here (). It 


(a) See a view of the old Hall in the plate of Laund-Abbey.. 


(Z) This Lady was the mother of the unfortunate Lady Jane Grey; and it is (aid ſhe 


Partook ſo much of the family ſufferings, as once to take refuge a long winter's night ina 
Church yard, She died about the 2d of Elizabeth, honoured by that Queen. 
Was 
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mas alſo the reſidence of the Earl of Eſſex, in Queen Elizabeth's 
time; and afterwards came to the Erick's by grant. The old houſe 
was taken down by the father of the preſent poſſeſſor, who built 
the preſent manſion ;. which is now undergoing conſiderable im- 
provement and repairs. It is ſomewhat remarkable that there ſhould 


have been 7 Williams of the name of Heyrick, of 7 generations 


in ſucceſſion, owners. of Beaumanor.. 


In the Hall, --- Which is ſpacious, is a large chair. remarkable 
for its being made out of one ſolid oak tree, which was cut down, 
in the adjoining grounds, in 1690, It meaſures in circumference 
34 feet; the diameter of which is 5 feet 6 inches. On it hangs a 
garland of flowers; one is ſent, I find, annual, from Mr. Farnham, 
of Quorndon, with a ſpear and three roſe-buds, as a chief rent. 


The garland, ſpear, and roſe-buds are placed on it, where they re- 


main till the ſucceeding ones arrive. 


Here alſo is a curious portrait of old Jenkins, of Yorkſhire, who 
lived to the age of 169. 


Little Drawing-Room, === Has ſome portraits of the late Mrs. 
Heyrick, one of which is by Yandyke. And on the Stair-Caſe is a 
good portrait of the preſent owner of Beaumanor-park ; and one of 
the memorable Mrs. Heyrick of Leiceſter (a). A part of the Stair 
Caſe Window, repreſents the family arms, finely painted. I ſaw alſo: 
in the houſe an excellent portrait of Sir William Heyrick, who was 


de) See the article St. Martin's Ghurch, in the Hiſtory of Leiceſter. 
ambaſſadot 
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ambaſſador to Conſtantinople in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, ſome 
time member of parliament for the Borough of Leiceſter; and in 
the reign of James I. one of his Majeſty's Tellers of the Exche. 
quer. Here alſo are good paintings of the late William Heyrick, 
Eſq; and his Lady. Mr. Boultbee, of Loughborough, has given 
us a good likeneſs of Mr. Heyrick's Eclipſe mare, dam to the fa. 
mous Brown Charlotte, now the property of Mr. Heyrick (a). 


This family are in poſſeſſion of treaſures of a different ſort : the 
papers belonging to Sir William Heyrick, Knight, have been in 
cheſts, unopened, for more than a century. And I have been per- 
mitted, in the handſomeſt manner, to ſelect ſuch things, that I 
doubt not will afford, at leaſt, matter of amuſement to my readers; 
very properly reſtricted from publiſhing ſuch papers, which 


delicacy, with reſpe& to families, forbid (5). 
It 


(a) A foal from this Eclipſe mare, was lately ſold to Mr. Wyndham, for 200 guineas, 
at ſix months old. 


(3) In making this ſeleQion of ſignatures, papers, &c. it is with pleaſure that I ac- 
knowledge to have received the friendly aid of Mr. John Heyrick, brother to the preſent 


owner of Beaumanor. The following are explanations, and ſome account of the characters 


whoſe ſignatures are copied in the plates annexed. 


Plate I. Signatures,-contains Queen Elizabeth's, ſigned in 1559, to a parchment, con- 
taining an account of her New Year's Gifts. Queen Mary's is to a parchment of her New 


Year's Gifts, the 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary. 


Theſe rolls of parchment are each upwards of five yards and a half long, and are well 
preſerved. The following are ſome abſtracts from the gifts, and the counter-part, the fa · 
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It aypears by ſome of the papers, that Sir William Heyrick was 
not only at times preſſingly ſolicited by many of the nobility and 
gentry of his day. for loans of money; but alſo by James I. I 
{xv a paper which requeſted the loan of 50/. by Queen Elizabeth, 
for public ſervice for one year ; but as this was a general mode of 
raiſing money from monied men, on preſſing occaſions, in thoſe 
days, I need not recite the words. At one time Sir William was 
urged to raiſe, upon his own credit, a large ſum of money in a few 
hours, which he did, or elſe the King muſt have put off an intend= 
ed journey to his native land. The following is from a rough 
draught in Sir William's hand-writing : 


3 M © A note 


New Year's Giſts the 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary. In number about 280. 


re New years guiftes geuon by the Quenies maieſtie, to thoſe perſons whoſe names hereafter 


enſue, the firſt of Ianuarie. 


(Signed), „“ Marye the Quene.“ 
Too the Lorde Cardenalle, his Grace, a peice: of guilte pottes, weing 118 oz. (and 
wpwards). In copying the weight, I have only put down the ounces, 
Too the Ladye Eliz. her Grace, three guilte bolles with a cover, 64 oz. 
Too the Ladye Margaret Strange, one guilte jug, 18 oz. 
Too the Duke of Norfolk, a guilte —, 26 02. 
Too the Marques of Wincheſter, a guilte bolle with a cover, 38 02, 
Too the Earl of Arundall, Lord Steward, one guilte cup, 56 oz. 
Too the Earl of tare, a guilte bolle, 30 ** 8 
Too the Earl of Derby, one guilte bolle, 30 oz. 
Teo the Farl of Huntingdon, one guilte cup, 22 oz. 
Too the Earl of Weſtmoreland, a guilte cruſe, 17 oz. 
Too the Earl of Oxfourd, Lord Great Chamberlene, a guilte cup, 18 0%; 
Too the Earl of Rutlande, a guilte cup, 16 ox. 
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« A note of particulars, which I moſt humbly offer to my Io 


Treaſurer's favourable confideration.” 


„ Since my being Teller, &c. I have lent his Majeſty divers greate 
ſums of money, gratis, which none of my fellows ever did, to my 
loſs and. diſadvantage of at leaſt 2000/. In the laſt benevolence, my 
fellows gave. but 20/. a piece, and I'was raiſed to 5o/.” 


In the receipt of benevolence, my charge hath been more hy 
49,000/. than any of the reſt, without fees taken for the receipt or 
iſſuing thereof, but the Tallie officers, being already remembered, 


the Tellers are forgotten. 
I have 


Too the Earl of Pembrouke, a guilte cup, 57 o. 
Too the Earl of Bath, a guilte cup, 21 oz.. 
Too the Earl of Suſex, a guilte cup, 22 0z.. 
Too the Archebiſhop of York, Lord Chancellour, a guilte cup, 33 o. and a guilte craſs 
10 OZ... 
Too the Biſhop of Elye, a guilte cup, 16 oz. and a guilte iugge, 14 ox. 
Too the Biſhop of Durham, a guilte bolle, 36 oz. 
'Too the Biſhop of Wincheſter, a guilte cup, 15 0z, a gullte bolle, 16 ox, and a guilt 
falte, 4 0z. ; 
Too the Biſhop of Saliſbury, a iugge, 18'0z. and a cruſe, 13 o. 
Too the Biſhop of Exeter, a guilte iugge, 15 oz. 
'Too the Biſhop of Chicheſter eleQ, a guilte cruſe, 1402. 
Too the Biſhop of London, a guilte bolle. 27 oz, 
Too the Biſhop of Lichefelde and Couen, —— on. 


Too the Biſhop of Norwich, a guilte cup, 25 o. the 
Too the Biſhop of Oxfourde, a guilte ingge, 18 02. De 


Too the Biſhop of Worceſter, a guilte cup, 24 02. _ C 


rd 


1 


eruleh 


its 


SEATS IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 243 


« I have laid out about the mending and fittinge of the houſe be- 


longing to my office, 160. which Sir ſohn hingley woulde not al- 


low me, whereas the reſt of the Tellers had allowange in their cer— 
tificate of much. more diſburſed by them in like ca, at be 
time.“ 


There 1s due to myſelf out of the Exchequer at our Lady- day luit, 
for arrears of my fee, granted for my long ſervices, Which Was ever 


duly paid before, about 300. 


«© There is alſo owing to me for almoſt three years, arrear of my 
parte of my Lord of Kelly's annuity of 2000/. per annum, granted 


out of the Cole farme.” | 
Le/tly, 


Too the Biſhop of Bath, a guilte cup, 24 0z:. 

Too the Biſhop of St. David's, a guilte iugge, 17 oz. 

Too the Biſhop of Rocheſter, a guilte iugge, 15 Oz. 

Too the Biſhop of Briſtol; a guilte iagge, 15 oz. 

Too the Biſhop of Gloceſter, a guilte iugge, 18 0z.. 
Too the Biſhop of Cheſter, a guilte bolle, 16 oz. and a guilte ſpoone, 2 ozs. 
Duches of Norfolke (Dowager), a guilte cup, 18 0z.. 

Duches of Norfolke; a guilte iugge, 17 o. 
Duches of Somerſet, a guilte ſalte, 8 oz. and a guilte iugge, 13 O. 


The Lady Marques of Exeter, a guilte iugge, 16 oz. and a guilte ſalte, 8 oz. 


Similar Gifts were preſented to the following Ladies: 

The Lady Marquis of Wincheſter; the Counteſs of Surrey; the Counteſs Arundal 3 
me Counteſs Pembrouke; the Counteſs of Bedford, Dowager ; the Counteſs of Oxfourd, 
Dowager; the Counteſs of Huntingdon,  Dowager ; the Counteſs of Shrewſbury ; the 
"Counteſs of Derby; the Counteſs of Rutland; the Countels of Bach; Viſcountsſles Hereford 
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ce Laft] , Whereas I held the moſt part of a ſmall lordſhip in ſocage 
tenure, and bought the ſame in fee farm, by a miſtake of the clarks 
in drawing up the book, the tenure of that piece part being in 
knight's ſervice, which his Majeſtie is graciouſly pleaſed ſhall he 
reformed ; no manor in England being holden by the ſame tenure, 
part in ſocage, and part in knight's ſervice, nor any lands holden in 
fee farm, with any other than a tenure in focage reſerved. And yet 
much is my misfortune, that this little and juſt favour is not yet al. 


Jowed me.” 
Another 


and Montague; and to one Lady is given a caſting bottle, gilt. 


Among the Gentlemen, I ſee that Sir Edward Haſtings, Maſter of the Horſe, received: 


. guilte bolle, 26 oz. 


Newe yeres guiftes, geuon to the Quenes Maieſtie, by theſſe perſones whom names here. 
after enſue, the firſt of Ianuarie above ſaid. 

By the Lorde Cardenall, (His Grace) a ſaulte, with a cover of filver and guilte, having 
a ſtone in the ſame, and muche enamyled therein, of the ſtorye of Job, weing 48 oz. 

By the Lady Elizabeth (afterwards Queen) her Grace, the fore parte of a Keyrtell 
{girdle) and a peice of fleves of cloth of ſilver, richly embraudered all over with Venice fl. 
ver, and raized with ſilver and blacke ſilke. 

By the Lady Anne of Cleves, in haulf ſoueraignes, 2olb. 

By the Lady Margarett Strange, in gold and filver, 151b. (and upwards.) 

By the Duke of Norfolke, a cup of chriſtale, wich two eares, garniſhed with filyer and 
guilte, 35 oz. 

By the Marques of Winchefter, in half ſoueraignes, zolb. 

By the Earl of Arundal, in a ruſſet purſe, half ſoveraignes, zolb. 

Earls of Shrewſbury and Derby, ſimilar gifts. 


„ Earl of Huntingdon, piſteletts 151b.——Similar alſo were the gifts of the Earls of Wel. 


moreland and Oxfourd, Lord Great Chamberlain, the Earls of Rutland, Pembroke, Bath, 


Suſſex, and Viſcount — b 
T 
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Another paper mentions the following particulars = 


< Impr. the 24th of Deceniber, 1616, I lent unto the King' 8 
Mate, the ſome of 2 zool. or the web his Mate. hath given me al- 
ſurance under the greate ſeale of England, to pay it me againe out 
of the alienacon and haniper offices, wth conſideration after x per 
cent. weh aſſurance hath been made to others, but never broken but 
to me. 25004,” 9 Po, | 
| 3 N = 2 


"The Biſhops named above, were returns in French crowns, half Toreraignes, and gold, 
—except the Biſhop of Chicheſter elect; his was © Chriſtopherſon, a booke written, cover- 


ed with crymſen vellat. 


By the Duches of Norfolke Dowager), a cusſhen cloth, fringed and taſſelled with gold. 


'By the Duches of Norfolk, a ſaulte of ſilver, 15 oz. 

By the Duches of Somerſet, a ue, wrought all over with fil, and collar'd, and ruffch 
of damaſke gold, pearle, and ſilver. 

Moſt of the Viſcounts, Marquiſſes, Counteſſes,- and ſome: Ladies, were gifts in half ſe- 
veraignes; excepting Y | 

By the Viſcounteſs Herefourde, fue handkereheuers, wrought with gold and red filk. 

By Lord John Grey, fiue handkercheuers, wrought with gold and filver, 

'By the Ladye Clynton, a faier ſmoke, wrought with gold and bla cke ſilke. 

By the Ladye Grey, the elder, 2 ſmokes, wrought with blacke worke. 

By the Ladye Grey, Lord John Grey's wife, 2 pair of working glones, of ſilke knit. 

By the Ladye Anne Grey, in a filver purſe, therein ould ryalles. | 

By the Ladye Butler, 2 faier ſmokes, wrought with filk and gold. 

By the Ladye Shelton, à cuſhion cloth edged with filver, and filke buttoned and tallelled 
bkewiſe, | 
By the Ladye Joflen, 2 a and foure en elged with filke and gold, | 
Iy the Ladye RatclyS, a.comb<afs furniſhed with ebonetto, and a faire chryſtall glaſs: 
| N , of | Too 
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« The 18th,of March, 1616, F was: intreated by the late Lo. 
Treſorer, by. warrant to me directed, to lay downe 1 500/. to thy. 
Lord Awbigney, for 6 days, and of the firſt money which ſhould 


come into the receipt, I ſhould pay myſelfe, weh at theire requeſt] 
did. 1.500/.”” | 

% Theſe two ſumes I have forborne theſe 3 years, which comes 
to for intereſt. weh I. have pay d ---- per cent. 1200/,” 


wy I have: 


By the Ladye Greye, a ſacrament clothe, frenged and taſſelled richly with gold aud 
pearle. | 
By the Ladye Umpton, a waiſcoate of white ſatten, embrodered with ſilver. 
By the Ladye Jane Seymour, a faier ſmoke of white worke, Flandeurs making. 
By the Ladye Tyrrell, a looking glaſs of. chryſtall, covered with crimſon rellat, embto- 
ered with gold and ſilver. 


By the Ladye Catteſbye, a combe caſe, furniſhed with combs of ebonette. 


The above are the moſt material of the gifts, and of the preſents returned; the numbet- 


returned nearly the ſame as given. The gifts from the Qgeen are on one ſide of the rol! 


and the preſents from the Nobility, &c. are on the other. 


Queen Elizabeth, the 42d year of her reign... 

New yeares-guyftes, gyuen by the Quenes Maieſtie, att her highneſs manor of Rych⸗ 
mond, the firſt day of Ianuarie, in the yeare above ſayd, to theſe perſons whoſe names: 
hereafter enſue, © 6p 
| (Signed), . Elizabeth.” 

Too Sir Thomas Egerton, knight, lord keeper of the greate ſeal of England, in guilt 
ee ee | 51 51 

Too Lord Buckhurſt, lord high treaſurer of England, in guilt plate, 29 02. 

Ty. 


SEATS IN LEFCESTERSHIRE. 237 


— 
— 


« I have owing me uppon my pencon 01621. 10. od.” 


« I have layed out in wallinge my houſe, and worke done by the. 
king's workman, weh other Tell's have been allowed in the like 


kind, when they have layd out, o115/.” 


The whole fume is 54771. 105. od. 


Another paper, beſides re-mentioning the firſt article of 2 500/. 
above, ſays, Which I have forborne till. the 25th of May, 


nd f 1621 5 


Too the Marques of Winton, in guilt plate, 29 oz; 

Too the Earl of Nottingham, lord admiral, 106 oz. 

Too the Earls of Shrewſbury, Derby, Suſſex, Cumberland, Bath, Hartford, Pem-- 
brooke, Northumberland, Huntingdon, 'Worceſter, Bedford, Rutland, and other Nobles, 


0 


Biſhops, and Ladies, moſt of them alſo in gilt plate. 


lem. Gyuen by her ſaid Highneſs, and delivered the 12th of Auguſt, at the chriſten- 
* inge of Mr. Cooke, attorney generale to her maieſtie, his childe, one guil: p- boule with a2 


cover. 


I have not copied many of her Majeſty's gifts, _ -moſtly given in 122 But be 
returns made to her ate curious | 


New years guyftes, gyuen to the Quenes Maieſtie, at her highneſs manor of Rychmond, | 
ks the fyriſt day of Lanuarie, i in the your above ſayd, by theſe perſons whoſe names hereafter 


enſue. 
By Sir Thomas Egerton, Knight, lord rl of the greate ſeal of England, an anony- 
let of gold, garniſhed with ſparkes of rubies, pearle, and haulf pearle. 
By Lord Buckhurſt, lord treaſurer of England, in gold, 101. 
By Lord Marques Winton, in gold, 20/. | 
By the Earl of Nottingham, lord admiral, one carcunete, contayning 19 vleces of gold, 
waereof nyne bigger peices and ten leſſer; twenty · ire pendents like mullettes, likewiſe - 


guniſhed | 


ft * 5 1 


wilt 
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1621. beinge 4 years, 5 monthes, comes unto for x per cen, 
11044. and upwards.” | 


% Ther is likewiſe due unto me, ffor money payd the Lord Ay. 
bigney, the ſome of 1000/. 


Some totalis is 8 104: 00+: 00 


-garniſhed with fmall rubies and pearles, with a round jewel pendente in the mydeſt, garniſh. 
ed with one white topas and a pearle pendante, and nine rubies. 
By the Earls of Derby, Suſſex, Bath, Hartford, Huntingdon, Rutland, and Bedford, 
aol, each; the Earl of Pembrooke, 20l. 
By the Earl of Northumberland, one carcanete of. gold, contayning 5 ſquare peices; | 
pendantes like mullettes, garniſhed with ſparkes of diamonds, rubies and pearles threaded 
between. 
By the Earl of Shrewſbury, part of a doublett of white ſatten, embrothered over like 
ſnakes wound together of venice filver, richly, and puffes of lane embrothered with ve- 


nice filver like wheate eares. 


By the Earl of Cumberland, one petticoate of white ſareenett, nn. all over witk 
venice filver plate, and-ſome earnaſon ſilk like columbines. N 
By the Earl of Worceſter, one hatt of tyffany, garniſhed with 28 buttons of gold of 
one ſort, and 14 buttons of another ſort, about the band and upp the feather. . 
By the Ladye Marques of Northumberland, two-knotts of gold, garniſhed with ſpatkes 
of rubies and pearles pendant. 
By the Ladye Marques of Wincheſter, widow, one ſprigge of gold, garniſhed ny 
ſparkes of rubies, one ſmall diamond, and pearles of ſundrie ſorts and bigneſſes. 
| By the Counteſs of - Kent, ſix handkerchers of, cambrick, .wrought with black filk, and 
edged about with gold lace,” 
By the Counteſs of Oxfourd, one round keyrtell of filver tabynne, with flippers of white 


Mk li velvet aud tales of caraahicn ik, wh fome gold, 
By 
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« ame to be a Lowed Intereſt ffor 7000). of this money till the 
22 of September--next, 162, ffrom the 25th of May comes to af- 


ter x per cent. 0220 = 00 oo.“ — 4 . 


3.0 * beinge 


Dy the Counteſs of Shreeſbury, widow, in gold 4 

By the Counteſs of Shreeſbury, part of a doublett unmade of white ſatten, embrothered 
all over like ſaakes wound together, of venice ſilver, richly-wrought, and puffes of lawn 
embrothered with venice ſilver in wheate eares, 

By the Counteſs of Nottingham, one carcanette of gold, garniſhed with xv peices of 
gold, with ſparkes of rubies, and a ſmall diamond in the myddeſt of every of them; and 
vii peices like mulletts, .with pearles, with a ruby in myddelt of every of them, and pearles 
threaded between them. 

By the Counteſs of Huntingdon, widow, and by the Counteſs of Huntingdon, 8. 
each.. 

By the Counteſſes of Pembrooke and Rutland, 101. each. 

By the Counteſs of Derby, , widow, one petticoate without bodies, of filyer tinſel, 
wrought in ſquares, with a border of trees, green filk needle work. 

By the Counteſs of Derby, one doublett of taffyty, embrothered all over withe a twyſte 
of venice ſilver, and ſpankels with flowers of filk, women's worke. 

By the Counteſs of Warwick, v ſpriggs of gold, garniſhed with ſparkes of rubies, and 
hauf pearles. | 

Biſhops, preſents were all in gold, and many Lords alſo, 

By the Lord Burleigh, one jewel in gold, with a long ſaphere without foile, having eight 
* fmall diamonds about it, and pearles pendente. 

By Lady Zouch, one pair of pillow beares of fine Holland cloth, wrought with blacks 


and | 
fk, drawn work. 


Azother Lady gave one ſmocke of fine Holland, the ſlaves wrought with blacke fk. 

aite | 

Theſe are ihe moſt material of the Gifts, and Returns. The other ſignatures, are, 
Willias 
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« beinge 4 monnths & 3 dayes, ſome totalis 8330. I. forgot to 
baite 3 dais ffor intereſt of 7000 pounde.” — 5 
e but 


William Laud, Preſident of St. John's College, Oxford, in 1611. In 1608, he had the 
Advowſon of North-Kilworth, in this county. In 1617, he was inducted into the living of 
.Ibſtock, alſo in this county. In 1624, he was conſecrated Biſhop of St. David's. In 1626, 
he was tranſlated to the See of Bath of and Wells; Biſhop of London, in 1628; Chancellor 
of the Univerſity of Oxford, in 1630; Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in 1633 ; and beheaded 
on Tower-Hill, in 1644-5. 
Fohn Lincoln, Dr. John Williams, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England; after- 
wards Archbiſhop of Vork. 
La Winton, Dr. Lancelot Andrews, Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
G. Cant, Dr. George Abbot, Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
Robert Naunton, Sir Robert, Knight, Privy Counſellor- to Elizabeth, and principle Se- 
cretary of State to James I. 
Lenox, Duke of, Privy Counſellor, 
Nottingham, Lord, High Admiral to Queen Elizabeth, and Huſband to the famous ring 
Counteſs. 
George Villiers, Father to the Duke of Buckingham who was ſtabbed by Felton. 
Worceſter, Earl of, Maſter of the Horſe to Elizabeth, 
R. Saliſbury, Robert, firſt Earl of. | 
Ferulum Ca. Francis Lord Verulum, Lord Chancellor of England, 
Ro. Cicyle, principal Secretary of State to Eljzabeth. 
Oxford, Aubery de Vere, Earl of. 
Rich. London. Richard Fletcher, who attended Mary Queen of Scots on the Scaffold, 
—then Dean of Peterborough, afterwards Biſhop of London. 
George Belgrave, Sir George, Knight, of Belgrave, and Member of Parliament for 
Leiceſter. 
Huntingdon, Henry, 5th Earl, to a frienly letter. 
Rutland, Francis, 6th Earl of, 
Digety, 
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<< but my Lo. Treſur promiſed me ſome intereſt for the Lo. Aw- 


by gney's money. 


On 


Digely, Lord, Ambaſſador to Spain; afterwards Earl of Briſtol. 

Doncaſter, Viſcount, Ambaſſador to France. 

Beaumont, Lord, —I believe, of Gracedieu, 

E. March, Earl of, 

Fuxon ; the good old Biſhop, who attended Charles I. in his Devotions in the Cloſer, 
and on the Scaffold. See hg. 1. plate, page 127, Excurſions. 

Montag ue was Lord Chief Juſtice of England, and is ſigned to a receipt of 1711. 18s. 44, 
which was for the expences on the Norfolk cireuit, in 1618, at the rate of 6/. 175, 46: 


per day, for him and Juſtice Doddrige, \ 


Plate II.. Kelly, Earl of Relly, a friend to Sir William; to a letter written to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to requeſt the repayment of the money Sir William had ad- 
vanced to James I. 

J. Suffolke, Lord Chamberlain, 1607, firned to an angry letter to Sir William, the lat« 
ter having refufed to lend him 10000. 


Lord Cromwell, Edward, in the reigh of Elizabeth, 

Lord Aubigney, to a letter on a private nature: he was a Stuart, and couſin to King 
James I. 

Richard Moryſon, Knight, Lieutenrnt of the Ordinance, choſen Member for Leiceſtey 
with Sir William Heyrick, in 1620. 

Charles, Lord, Stanhope, Treaſurer of his Majeſty's Chamber, 1621. 

George, Marguis of Buckingham, Maſter of his Majeſty's Horſe, afterwards Duke of 
Buckingham, (who was ſtabbed), to a letter dated 1617. 

St. Alban's, Viſcount, Lord Chancellor of England, 1619, reſpecting money ETSY 
from the Exchequer. 

In. Saliſbury, Earl of, in 1625, to an inflrument, 8 
James, aſterwards James II. then Lord High Admiral of England, 1672 


Middleſex, Lionel, Earl of, Lord High Treaſurer of England, 1622. 
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On this paper, Sir William has figured a geod deal in calculating 


the intereſt of his money. 


Campden, Edward Noel, firſt Viſcount of that family, his Lady was nicce to Sir William's 
wife. 

Dorcheſter, Lord, with others, ſigned ton ſubſi ly, 1628. 

Francis Stewart, Knight, 1694, couſin tonhe King, ſigned te a payment from the Ex. 
chequer, by order of his Majeſty, for 200/. per annum. 

Francis Rufl, Lord, to an-order-for-meney from the Exchequer, date 1617, for purclia. 
ſing of land to enlarge his Majeſty's park at 'Theobald's, in the county of Hartford. 

John Bradſhaw, to a paper, date 1617. le was orderer of his Majeſtie's records, ia 
the Treaſury at Weſtminſter, —— 2zere, , Was.he the Preſident, or Father of the Pre. 
ſident ? : 

Forteſteww,.. Sir John, Chaucellor of. the Exchequer, to an inſtrument reſpecting Bean. 
manor park, 1599. 

Tho. Egerton, Lord, Keeper of the Seals, 1599. 

Sir Richard Meſon, Kvight, Chancellor, and under Treafurer of the Exchequer, 1622. 

Eſex, Earl of, to an inſtrument, the 3oth of Eliz, beheaded in her reign, 

Sir Robert Karr, ſigned to a paper for 1000). to be delivered out of, the Treaſury, 
* To be delivered by him to his Majeſties deareſt ſon, the. Prince, in gold, which his Ma- 
jeſty his minded ro beſtow upon him this new years tyde, 1620,” | 

Fames Ley, Knight, and Baronet, Lord Chicf Juftice of the King's-Bench, 1622, 

Henry Hobart, Sir Henry, Chief Juſtice of the Court of Common Pleas, 160g. 

Charles Stanhope, Maſter of the Poſts, | 
2 Huntingdon, Henry, Earl of, Preſident of the North; | 

W. Mildmay, Sir Walter, Knight, founder of Emanuel College, Cambridge, date 
1580. | | 

Hum, May, Sir Humphtey, Knight, Chancellor of 'the Dutchy, vice Chamberlain to 
James I. a Privy Counſellor, and Member for Leiceſter, ; 

a W. Heyrick, Sir William, Knight, Teller of [the Exchequer ; from whoſe. papers theſe, 
Plates of ſignatures of eminent men in the reigns. of Elzabeth, James I. and Charles I. 
were taken. 

Baprifta Hicks, built Hicks's-Halk Afterwards Viſcount Campdenc | 
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Below are copies of petitions, ſent by Sir William Heyricke to 


| James the Firſt, theſe papers ſhew the im poveriſhed ſtate of the 


8 Exchequer 


James Hay, Lord Hay, in 1615. 


— Ä 


Plate III. Jul. Cæſar, Knight, Chancellor and under Treaſurer, and Maſter of the 
Rolls. 

H. Dauvers, Earl of Danby, 1621, to an inſtrument for 10000. from the Exchequer, 
towards the repairs of the caſtle in the Iſle of Guernſey, 

Will. Denbigh, Earl of, Maſter of the Wardrobe, date 1622. 

Henry Graye, 1614, firſt Lord Gray of Grooby, dated at Bradgate. 

Henry Haſtings, ſigned to a Letter from Leiceſter- Abbey, date May 4, but no year 
mentioned. 

Francis Haſtings, 1597, ſigned to a letter from Aſhby-de-la-Zouch. 

Wa. Haſtings, Eſq; afterwards Sir Walter, ſigned to a letter from Kirby. 

Montgomery, Philip Earbof, to a paper, or receipt, of 1800/. from the Treaſury, being 
the price of a large chain of fair orien pearls, which the Earl had fold to James I, 

Ed. Haflynges, 1594, to a letter to Sir William. 

Sara Haſtings, to a Letter dated 1582, from Aſhby-Caſtle, to Robert Herick, then Mayor 
of Leiceſter, for fome trenchers, drinking glaſſes, and ſome money, which ſhe would ſend 
for the next day. | 1 _ 

Northampton and E. Zouch, Lords Commiſſioners for executing the office of Treaſurer of 
England, . | 

Ro. Suſſex, Earl of, to a Letter directed to Sir William, to requeſt the payment of mos 
ney from the Exchequer, for which he promiſes Sir William's Lady a New Year's Gift of 
plate, worth 201. | 

Vn. Raſſell, Sir, Knight, Treaſurer of his Majeſty's Navy, 1620, 

Prian.Caws, Sir, Kvight, one of Sir Thomas Cave's anceſtors, 34th of Eliz. 
| Te.. 
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Exchequer towards the end of his reign; and perhaps they may 
learn us to be contented in the humbler walks of life ; for riches, 
we find, are not always attendant on elevated ſtations ; nor Kings, 


at all times, enviable (a). 
We 


Fo. Bingley, Sir John, Knight, 1617, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and under Treaſu- 
rex. 
George Calvertt, Principal Secretary of State. 


Full Grevil, Treaſurer of the Navy to Elizabeth: and to James the Firſt, Chancellor 


of the Exchequer. There is a fine portrait of him in Warwick-Caſtle. 

Coke, Sir Edward, the great Lawyer, Lord Chief Juſtice of England. 

Dunbar, Earl of, 1607, the favourite of James the Firſt, 
Lincoln, Henry, Earl of, 36th of Elizabeth. 

Murray, Earl of. 

Allan Appeſtey, Knight, Lieutenant of the Tower. 1608. 

Pill. Shipwith, Knight, Member for J.eiceſter, and dated in 1605, at Leiceſter, He 
ved at Cotes, in this county. 

L. Cranfield, Lord High Treaſurer of England. 

Jane Newil, Counteſs of Weſtmoreland, 1603. 

Will. Uvedel, one of the meſſengers ſent by Charles the Firſt to make terms with the 
parliament. 

 Chichefter, Lord, of Belfaſt, Ambaſſador Extraordinary to Germany, 


% (a) To the kinges moſt Excellent Majeftie, 
4e The humble peticon of Sir Wm. Hericke, knt. one of your Maties Tellers of yor Mat 
Receipte. 
% Humblie ſheweth, that whereas in 1616 there was to be paide to the lord Aubigney, by 
virtue of your Maties privie ſeale, the ſumme of 5000/. for payment whereof the late lord 
Treafur. and Mr. Chancellr of the Exchequere, did direct theire waxrent, under both theire 


haudes, unto ye tellers ; at which time there was not ſo much money in the x receipte by 
| * 
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We may diſcover by his Majeſty's anſwer to. the petitions of 
| Sir 


15col. ſo that the lord Treſte and Sir John Bingley did very erneſllie entreate yor peticioner 
to furniſh ye ſaid ſumme of 1500/. to the ſaid lord Aubigney, for his ſpedier diſpatch to at- 
tend on your Matie into Scotland; promiſing that your peticioner ſhould pay himſelf out of 
ye firſt moneyes of yr Matics that came into the receipte (and have great thanks for the 
ſame) which at their requeſt hee did, & provided the ſame uppon his credite : yet not- 
withſtandinge thereof yr peticioner hath in all dutie, dailie attended yr late lord Treſr flince 
yt commiſioners, & ſued unto them for the ſumme, he can get no allowance of his monie, 


having forborne ye ſame, without conſideracion, three years and more, to his greate loſs, 


«© And foraſmuch as yr peticioner did formerlie lend yr Matie ye ſume of 2500/, of which 


hee hath hitherto had neither principall nor intereſt, & alſo provided this 1500. for which 


hee is now peticioner to yr Mate, & for the dutie & reſpect hee beareth to yr Matic 
& furtherance of your ſervice, havinge been an ancient ſervant to yr Matie, without ye hope 


of any benefit for yr loane, or forbearance of the ſame. 


It may therefore pleaſe yr Made to your direction, yt your petir mai paie ye ſaid ſume : 
of 1500). in his owne handes, and that allowance of ye ſame mai bee given him, or to give 
| ſuch other commands for the paiment thereof to your petr as yr Matie ſhall thinke meete 


and your petr &c.“ 


A THER 


« May it pleaſe yor moſt excellent Matie, 


* About the 23 of December, 1616, The Lord Treſr ſent for me (Sir Wm. Heyricke, 
knt, yr Maties ancient ſervant) and intreated me that as I had eyr been form redy to doe 
vor Matie ſervice, ſoe I would then be a furtherance, by my example, and my friends, te 
draw the citizens of London to lend the greater ſummes for the furniſhinge of yr Matie into 
Scotland. And that for preſidents ſake, I muſt, by the next morning, provide 7 or 8000. 
for an urgent and preſſing ſervice, and proteſted to make bothe this and divrs other my good 


fervice knowne to yor Matie, whoe would give me thanks for the ſame. Whereupon I pro- 
cured Sir Baptiſt Hicke, and another friend, to ioyne wth me, who upon a right warning 
touke upp the ſumme of 7500/. upon our bonds, and paied the ſame the next day, into the 

; receipte 3 
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queſts, ſo far as reſpecis the 1 5004. 


Sir Willia m Heyricke, his willingneſs to comply with the re. 


receipte; and for ſecuryty of our mony, wee had the profits of the Haniper. and Alienacion 
aſſigned, und er the greate ſeale of England, to be paied to us duly untill the ſaid ſumme of 
7500. with conſideration for forbearance of the ſame were fully ſatisfied ; whih ſecuritye att 
that tyme was of ſuche ereditt that yr Matie might att yr pleaſure have borrowed 200000. 
uppon yt. And all thoſe who formerlye had the ſame ſecuryty for their monyes, were care. 
fully paied. But fince I took the ſame ſecuryty for ther moneyes, three yeares agoe, I 
could never receive one penny ether of the princypall or intereſt. Neither hath Mr, Chann- 
cellor of the Exchequere had any care of the creditt of yor Maties ſecuryty; wee was then 
eſteemed to be the very beſt ſecuryty yor grace could give; whereby yt ys to be feared that 
yf yor Matie ſhall ſtande in need to borrow any mony vppon the ſame or lyke ſecuryty, few 
or none will ventr to lend any mony, ſeinge the greateſt pt of the beſt cittyzens have taken 
notize what ſmall ecompt ys made of this ſecurytye. 


« I humblie, therefore, beſeech yor Matic, ſeeinge that this ſervice, and others I have done 
fince, were done for the love and reſpect I owe to yor grace, and furtherance of your ſer- 


vice, that yor Matie-will be pleaſed to give commandmt to the Lords Commiſſte to repay | 


me my mony, thus lent unto yor Matie, accordinge to the effect of my ſecuryty, that I may 


not finke under a greater burthen than I am hable to beare, beinge worſe delt withall thas 


other man that ev* took this ſecurity.” 


This is the language of an Engliſhman in the 16th century to his Sovereign: the lan- 
guage of an honeſt repreſentative of the Borough of Leiceſter, - who thought himſelf not 
juſtly treated, to his King. Shall we ſay after this, that men were all held under bondage 
and baſe ſubmiſſion by their governors, before the preſent æra of liberty took place; 
before the riſing of the preſent generation, which. has produced ſome who appear happy 


in annihilating diſtinQion, confiſcating and dividing property, which they had no hand 
in accumulating ; and rendering all ſubordination a crime, but to their own ſelf-created 


idols. A moment's digreſſion: How. ridiculouſly appear the French Aſembly at this time, 


who have laboured to throw down diſtinRions, titles, &c. and call themſelves avgu/? ; and 


what is as equally marked with folly, they ſuffer their idolatrous worſhippers, the clubs of 


Faris, to addreſs them with, ſometimes, blaſphemous appellations ; and always with diſ⸗ 
| tinctions 


SY 


SEATS IN LEICESTERSHIRE, 245 


1 ſaw a teſtimonial ſigned by William Laid; Prefident of St. 
John's College, Oxford, and others, reſpecting Sir William's ſon, 
WJ Richard 


unctions of majeſtic dignity. France in-its preſent ſituetion (June 1791) is rather an obje@ 
of pity than applauſe, Its revolution has deſtroyed the veneration before paid to Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, and deified modern infidels, poets and philoſophers, It has made a wretched 
priſoner of the King. The Queen, whoſe ſex it has been ever the pride of men to protect, 
bas been brutally inſulted. And what is highly abſurd, it ſtill retains in its ſervice an old 
badge of arbitrary power: for the people, who have been taught to bleed for liberty, are 
fill immured within town walls, and dare not leave one diſtrict for another without a paſs- 


port. If ſuch be refined liberty, may God prevent its extenſion ! 


But to return. The following is his Majeſty's anſwer to the manly petition I have juſt 


noticed. 
«© To our truſty and well-beloved ſervant, Sir William Heyricke, knight, and to all 


other our officers of our receipt, whom it may concerne, 


% Whearas, &c. before our late journey into Scotland, by letters under dur privie Teale, 
bearing date the 13th of March, 1616, wee gave commandment, unto our then Trear and 
and under trear, forthwith to make payment unto our couſin and ſervant, Eimee Steward, 
lord Abigney, of the ſome of 5000/. out of ſuch-monies-as ther did remain or ſhould aſter 
come into the receipt of our exchequer, whereof by virtue of an order under the hands of 


3 knt, 


our ſaid Trear and under trea?, there was paid by our ſervant, Sir Edward 
one of the Tellers of our receipt, the ſome of 1100/. and by our ſervant, Sir William Hey- 
ricke, knight, one other of the Tellers of our ſaid receipt, the ſome of 1000]. and by Tho. 
Watſon, Eſq. one other Teller of our ſaid receipt, the ſome of 14001. All web ſeveral 
ſomes were then allowed unto them uppon their ſeveral accompts. And whearas, alſo, the 
attendance of our ſaid lord Abigney uppon our perſon not permitting him to attend till more 


monie could come in to our ſaid receipt, our ſaid Trear did ſend unto yu our ſaid ſervant, 


Sir William Heyricke, to intreat you to diſburſe the remainder of the ſaid ſome of 5000l. 
(being 
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Richard Heyrick, B. A. and likewiſe a copy of a recommendation 
from the King, for him to be a Fellow of the College, in the room 


of one Say, deceaſed. 
ä The 


(being 1500.) unto the ſaid lord Abigney, promiſing that you ſhould have allowance of 
the ſaid ſome of 1500/. out of our firſt monies, which according to that value, ſhould next 
come into yr hands. And thereuppon did eauſe to. be delivered unto you, an order unto 
his, our then Trear and our then under trear hands, grounded uppon our privie ſeale for 
yor indemgitie, whch notwithſtanding noe allowance thereof hath: yett been made unto yu, 
by reaſon that uppon the urgencie of our occaſions, our Comiſſions for our Treaſury have 
diſpoſed otherwiſe for our ſervice all ſuch monies as came into your hands, to. yr greate 
preiudice. Fforaſmuch as your ſervice, in this behalf, hath bin verie acceptable unto us, 
and we have commiſſeracion of yr loſs and forbearance thereof this two years laſt paſt, ha- 
ving bin a continuall ſuitor without receiving any conſideracion for the ſame. We are 
there fore graciouſly pleaſed, and doe hereby authoriſe, will, and command, that yu, the ſaid 
Sir William Heyricke, doe retaine and keepe to yr owne uſe, out of this our treaſure, a: 
hereafter ſhall come into yr office or cuſtodie, the ſome of 1500. in ſatis faction of the ſaid 
ſome by yu paid to the ſaid lord Abigney. And alſo, that all or officers, and miniſters of 
or receipt, whom it may concerne, doe give allowance and defalcacion unto you, the ſaid 
Sir William Heyricke, uppon yr accopmt of the ſaid ſome of 1500/, by virtue of the ſaid 
order, ſyned as before ſaid by or ſaid late Trear and under trea r, without expecting any 
nue order or other warrant from or now Comiſlirs.; And for ſoe doeing, this ſhall bee ſuf- 


ficient warrant unto you, and all or officers. whom it may concerne.”” 


Another paper, ſigned T. Dorſet, ſeems to allude to Sir William's entering into office; 


and glances, it ſhould ſeem alſo, at the beginning of the petition to Charles the Firſt, which 


i © OE” Ur PU 


fellows ; where it ſays, “having ſerved your Majefty*s Reyal Father before bis happie coming 
ino England. The words of this paper, ſo far as can be made out, are as follow: 
« Sir Henry Fanſhaw, for that I knowe of mine owne knowledge that Sir William Hey- - 


ricke, knight, hath given — = for {0 himſelf made me ſaye unto. his Majie. when 
| hee 


The petition in the note to Charles the Firſt, was productive of 


x very valuable place to Sir William's ſon, Richard Heyrick, then 
Fellow of All Souls (a), 


After 


hee entered into chis ſervice, and for that hee alreadie is C accepted or received) at the Court, 
and hath paid accordinge to his fee, and is but little —— — — U require you uppon the 
certificate, to allowe them, web as I have told him is the onlie certificate that I name or 


doe paſſe for anie, and this man the rather becau/e he dothe alſo perform &@ ſpecial ſervice for- 
his Majeſtie, wk I maye not write. zoth of December, 1607. 


% f. DORSE TT.” (Earl of, Lord High Treaſurer.) 


(a) „To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, - (Charles the Firſt). 


e The humble petition of Sir William Hericke, knight, your Majeſty's Father's ancient 


ſervant. 


« Humbly ſheweth, that your petitioner having many years ſerved your Majeſty's Royal 
Father, before his happy coming into England, and fince; and in that time as the then- 
Jord Treaſurer, and others, did take up great ſums of money to do his ſaid Majeſty ſer» 
vice, which being not paid again of a long time after, became a-great loſs and hinderance 
unto your petitioner, almoſt to his undoing, - And there being yet due unto your petitioner, - 
a great ſum of money; and alſo a penſion, which hath been unpaid of a long time, by rea- 


ſon of your Majeſty's great occaſions, he cannot get any part thereof, ſo that he is not able 
to do for his children as otherwiſe he could. | 


He moſt humbly beſeecheth your Majeſty, in reſpe& of the promiſes; to be graciouſly 
pleaſed to beſtow the reverſion of the Guardianſhip of a College in Mancheſter, upon his ſon, . 
Richard Heyricke, a Fellow of All Souls in Oxford, and Maſter of Arts, of ſome fix years 
ſanding, after the deceaſe of Sir Richard Murray, knight, who hath it by patent during 
life, granted the fixth year of your Majeſty's late father's reign. And your petitioner, as 


in duty he is bound, ſhall ever pray for your Majeſty's long and happy reign over us.“ 


AT the Court at Whitehall, the 14th of November, 1626, his Majeſty being informed 
that the petitioner is content to relinquiſh both his penſion and arrearidge, is graciouſly plea- 


0 ſed 
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After the death of Sir William Heyrick, when the wardenſhip of 
the College at Mancheſter became vacant, by the deprivation of Dr, 
Murray ; his fon, Richard, according to promiſe made by Charley 


the Firſt, obtained it of that King (a). 
| The 


ſed to grant him his requeſt, if the Chancellor of the Duchy, to whom the ſame Is referred, 
ſhall ſo think fit, who is to give order for a book to be drawn for his Majeſty's Roya Sig. 
nature accordingly. £7 
RALPH FREEMAN. 


ACCQRDING to his Majeſty's gracious pleaſure, ſignified in favor of the petitioners 
ſuite. I have conſidered thereof, and think his requeſt very reaſonable, therefore deſire 
Mr. Attorney-General to draw a book for his Majeſty's ſignature for the grant of the place 


deſired, and to take a ſurrender of the penſion and the arreariges to his Majeſty's uſe, for 


which this ſhall be his warrant. 17 of November, 1626. 
HUMPHREY MAYE, 


The three articles above, were copied by a friend; but not as I have done the others, 


according to the orthography of the originals, 


(a) His petition for that purpoſe, a rough copy of which I have ſeen, written in an illegible 
hand, informs his Majeſty, that he was a younger ſon of Sir William's, and that various 
ſums were owing to Sir William, from his late Majeſty, James the Firſt, which had been 


ſet apart for him by Sir William's will. The petition concludes thus 


0 Your humble petition? and moſt loyal ſubiete, moſt humblie ſubmitteth himſelf to y* 
Maties moſt princely grace, moſt humblie prayinge yt yr peticioner may enioye the benefit 
of yr Maties royal grante accordinge to the effect and purporte thereof, and according to 
yr Maties gracious intention, in ſuche manner as ſhall ſeme beſt in your princely wiſdome. 
And yr petir accordinge to his bounden duty daily praye for y* Mats long life and happy 


reigne. > 


This gentleman lived, during the troubles, a moſt reſpectable character. The following 


was placed in the church at Mancheſter, to perpetuate his memory) 


cc Liſte 
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The place was worth y00l. a year, and was always confidered an 
honourable and lucrative office; held generally by firſt rate charac- 
ters. 1 have ſeen, ſomewhere, an account that the place was pro- 
cured for this gentleman at the interceſſion of Archbiſhop Laud ; 
but the reader muſt have perceived that it was s obtained by an urgent 


plea, 


« Siſte Viator, moræ pretium eſt ; 


«« Sub eodem Cippo cum venerabili Huatingdono primo hujus Collegii Cuſtode, jacet 
decimus quartus ab eo Succeſſor Ricardus Heyrick, Gulielmi Heyrick equitis Aurati. filius, 
Collegii Om. Animarum apud Oxonienſes ſocius olim ſtudiociſſimus, eccleſiæ de North 
Reps in Agro Norfolcienſi, deinde paſtor fidiſſimus, hojuſce denique Collegii per triginta 
duos annos, (Multa alia ultro Sibi oblata Bene ficia averſatus, hac Sola dignitate contentus) 
Cuſtos five Guardianus vigilantiſſimus, qui judicium folidum cum ingenio acutiſſima, ſingu- 
larem Zelum cum pradentia eximia, gravitatem fummam cum egregia morum ſuavitate, 
generis Nobilitatem, nominis celebritatem, &c. quscunque minores animas inffare ſolent, 
cum humilitate unica feliciſime temperavit. Infelices fui ſeculi errores non effugit modo, 
ſed, &c. ſtrenuè fugavit. Pacem inter omnes pios ſuos pariter ac Vicinos conciliare eo Sic- 
ceſſu inſudavit, ut inter non infrequentes diſſenſus; qui hos quam Etate ſua inſererit, Dei 
Confilio obdormivit. Aug.'6to, Anno Domini 1667, Etatis ſuæ 67. 

* Abi Viator, & emulare. 
* Hac Gratia ab Executrice Anna Maria conjuge cariſſima, prius impetrata, flens poſuit 
Thomas Caſe contemporaneus in Academia, ex Ede iſta Alumnus Artium Mag. verbi Dei 
apud Trinobantes Miniſter, quem in conjunRifimum convittus, & familiaritatis Conſortium 
in Academia ultro admiſit, & cujus per quinquaginta Annes tanto Amore flagravit; ut eadem 
rellet, & noller 3 credens unam Animam in duobus effe diviſam. 5 Jeeus, 3 noftrut, | 


ſequemur. “ 


The above was tranſeribed from the monument at Mancheſter; but in two or three inflances; 
the learned reader muſt perceive, it was done rather PIO" Perhaps the inſcription 


may be defaced; . I RET. 
3 R The 
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The laſt of the Beaumanor papers which I intend to notice, will 


ſhew the poverty of the Crown, at the acceſſion of Charles the 
Firſt (a). 


dir 


(a) „ This indenture made the fifteenth day of Sept. in the ſeconde yeare of the 
reaigne of our ſour —ord, Charles, by the grace of ——, Kinge of Eng. 
lande, Scotland, Ffrance, and Ireland, defender of the faith, &c. Between — r Henry 
Mildmay, knt. Mr. and Threru of his Maties Jewells and Plate on the one party, and John 
Aſton, the King's Gouldſmith on the other party. Wiineſſetb, that whereas the King's 
Maty by his Lettrs Pattentt under the Great Seale of England, dated the 13th day of 
Sept. laſt paſt, out of his Maties Grate Gilt Cupboard of Eftate, and other his gilt plate 
remaininge in the ſaid Sir Henry Myldmay's charge and cuſtody, unto John Aſton his 


Gouldſmith, taking a bill indented betweene him and the ſaid Gouldſmith for the receipte 
thereof mencoinage therein the particular peeces and theire iuſte waight, as by the ſaid letis 


pattents more plainly appertaineth. The ſaid Sir Henry Myldmay hath delivered into the 
ſaid John Aſton theſe ſeueruall parcells of gilt plate hereafter mencioned.” 


Then follows a catalogue of the plate ſold, belonging to the Great Gilt Cupboard of 


Eſtate, in the Tower, amounting to about 80 articles: Among which were, 


« A paire of gilte potts, chaſed in bullions, with Crownes Imperiall on their covers.“ 
803 oz. | 
« A paire of gilte potts with Thiſtles and Marigolds, with Crownes Imperial.“ 
704 oz. | | » 
«« A paire of gilte potts, chafed with Antigua fiſhes, having Crownes.”” 862 oz, 
% A paire of gilte potts, with Cray fiſhes and Crownes.” 882 oz. 4. 
* Two Leopards, gilt and enamelled with chains.” 1884 oz. 4 
Ove cup and cover, garniſhed with ſundry branches of divers collo 5.” 157 oz. 4. 


And a number of double Almaine cups and bullions. 


c Sixe flatte boled or ſpire plates, chaſed with martletts, having one cover,” 342 0% 1, 
Several“ Noremborowe cupps,“ and ſeveral 


te Peringall cupps,” one of which was © chaſed with the rape of Proſerpine.” 72 07, 


Another 
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Sir William Heyrick, knight, (a) from whom this branch of the 
family defcend, who are now ſeated at Beaumanor, inhabited the old 


ſeat, 


Another had the“ Story of Neptune.” 108 oz. 4. 

« Two gilt porrengers, the handles Draggons and Angells on their covers.” 46 oz. 
&c. &c. 

At the bottom of this parchment, which has a ſeal fixed to a ſlip of parchment fixed on 
the roll, againſt which is ſigned Henry Mylamay, is written 20,000 0z. Tower plate. 
But by the receipt at the bottom, there appears to have been delivered 20021 oz. which 
was reduced, by taking from it 9 oz. 4 of Chryſtall glaſs, mother of pearl, and horn, to 
20011 0Z, 4. 

It was delivered the 14th of September, 1626. 


(a) I am exceedingly happy that I have had it in my power to collect, from written 
evidences, the Herald's office, and monumental inſcriptions, that which follows of the pedi- 


gree of this ancient family ;> 


This family derive their lineage from Erick, the foreſter, a great commander, who raiſed: 
a conſiderable force to oppoſe the landing of William the Conqueror, by whom he was 
vanquiſhed ; but afterwards employed in the ſervice of that King, as a General. This ve- 
teran, in his-old age, retired into Leiceſterſhire, where his deſcendants, in ſucceſſion, thro” 


many ages, have continued ever ſince. 


The firſt of this family, who was a public character after him, I find, was Robert Erick, 
or Heyrick, Biſhop- of Cheſter,. in 1360, 34th of Edward III. He founded a chauntry at 
Stretton-Magna, in this county, where his anceſtors had poſſeſſions ; whence he derived the 
name of Robert de Stretton. Of ths family alſo was Robert Erick of Houghton, the 29th 


of Henry the Sixth.. He married Agnes, daughter of 8 „ and had iſſue, Ro- 
bert and Thomas. Thomas, then of Houghton, left iſſue, by his marriage, with 
—_—_ , two ſons and one daughter, Nicholas, John, and Alice? Nicholas was 
Mayor of Leiceſter the 6th of Edward VI.; and John, who married Mary, daughter of 
John Bond, of Ward-end, in the county of Warwick, Eſq; ſerved the ſame office in the 

ih 
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ſeat, which was taken down in 1726, He was a man, by the pa- 


pers I have ſeen, exceedingly punctual in his private as well as pub. 


lic 


gth year of Ph. and Mary; and in 1572, 15th of Eliz. He had iſſue five ſons and ſeren 
daughters; the names of the former, were, Robert, Nicholas, Thomas, John, and Wil. 
liam. He died in 1599, aged 76; and Mary, his wife, in 1611, aged 97. (See the caricu; 
inſcription on their grave fene, and her portrait under the article St. Martin's church, in Ihe 


Hiftory of Leiceſter ), | nag! 


Robert, was chief magiſtrate in Leiceſter, in 1584, 1593, and 1605; and repreſented 
the ſame Borough in parliament, the 31ſt of Elizabeth. William, was ſeated at Beaumanor 
in the reign of Elizabeth, had the honour of knighthood conferred upon, and was ſent 
Ambaſſador to the Grand Turk. Upon the acceflion of James I. he was appointed one of 
the Tellers of the Exchequer, and repreſented the Borough of Leiceſter in three Seſſions of 
Parliament. He married Joan, daughter of Richard May, of Mayfield, in Suſſex, Eſq; taito 
and fiſter to Sir Humphrey May, knight, Chancellor of the Duchy; and had iflue, fix on, 1 
ſons and four daughters. The ſons were, Willum; Robert, Fellow of All Souls, and after- 
wards of St. John's College, Oxford; Richard, Fellow alſo of St. John's, and afterward 
rector of North Reeps, in the county of Norfolk: He was, by King Charles the Firſt (as 
has been particularly noticed in the preceding page) appointed Warden of Chrilt College, 
Mancheſter ; Henry, of Lincoln's Inn; John, and Roger, —Sir William Beyricke, knight, 
dicd the 2d of March, about 1652, aged 96, and was buried 1n St. Martin's church, Lei- 
ceſter. This branch of the family, who now inherit Beaumanor, deſcend from William, 
the eldeſt ſon of Sir William; who married Elizabeth, daughter of Humphrey Fox, of tae 
city of London, Eſq. He died in Feb. 1671, in the 74th year of his age; and left iſſue, 
(by Elizabeth, his wife, who died at the age of 84) William, who married Ann, cnly 
daughter of William Bainbrigge, of Lockington, Eſq; in this county, by whom he had ilive, 


three ſons and one daughter. His ſons were William; John; and Benjamin, a phyſician, 


By his ſecond marriage, with Frances, daughter of William Milward, of Chilcote, in 


the county of Derby, Eſq; he had one ſon and three daughters, 
| Bea 
William, his eldeſt ſon, by the firſt venture, married Dorothy, daughter of James What- 


ton, f, in the county of Derby, Eſq; by whom he had iſſue three ſons and two 


daughters, 
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le concerns, and advanced at times conſiderable ſums of money ts 


the great officers of State, as well as to James the Firſt, It ſeems 


o wonder that men like Sir William Heyricke, in his day, ſhould 
ccymulate large fortunes, when the common intereſt of money was 
o per cent. Sir William died at Beaumanor, at the advanced age 


96. His picture, I might have ſaid in the account of paintings, 


ughters. He died in December 1705, aged 55; and his wife in July 1749, at the ad- 


anced age of 100. John, the fecond ſon, married Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel Mar- 


ll, of Barrow, in this coanty, gent. Thomas married, firſt, Martha, daughter of 


Thomas Noble, of the Borough of Leiceſter, Eſq; and, ſecondly, Katherine, daughter 


f Bakewell, of Swepſtone, in this county, Eſq; by whom he left iſſue, William, 


d Katherine; (ſhe intermarried with Richard Dyott, of Freeſord, in the county of 


taford, Eſq.) He laſtly married, Elizabeth, daughter of James Winſtanley, of Braun- 
on, in this county, Eſq; by whom he had no iſſue, | ; 


William, the eldeſt ſon, married Lucy, daughter and heir of John Gage, of Bentley- 
rk, in the county of Suſfex, Eſq; and had iffue, three ſons and three daughters — 
Dorothy, who died the 27th of December, 1743; 2. Lucy; 3. Dorothy, who died 


Ire 9, 1747; 4. William; 5. John; 6. Thomas Bainbrigge. He ſerved the office of 
igh-Sberiff for the county, in the year 1753, and died the 27th of Sept. 1773. in the 


th year of his age; and was buried with his anceſtors in Woodhouſe Chapel, near the 


n. William Heyrick, Eſq; his ſon and ſucceſſor, the preſent poſſeſſor of Beaumanor- 
ill, ſerved the office of High-Sherif in 1786. | 


William Herrick, of Knighton, Eſq; is deſeended from the Beaumanor line; and Mr. 


In Heyrick, Attorney at Law, of Leiceſter, is from another branch of the family. 


The family, at different periods, have varied much the ſpelling of their names, wiz. 


ck, Eyrick, Eyricke, Erycke, Heyrick, Hericke ; and now the branches of the family | 


peaumanor and Knighton ſpell their name Herrick, while thoſe at Leiceſter ſpell their's 


Vick. Motto, Yirtus omnia Nohilitat. 


38 exhibitg 


exhibits him in a White ſatin doublet and ruff, which he Wore on 
_ Chriſtmas day, attending Queen Elizabeth on that feſtival, yy 


Martin's church, Leiceſter : One to. perpetuate the memory of d 
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Lady's picture has theſe lines, dated July 1632: 


cc Art may hir outlhd thys preſent to view, | 


« How faire within no art or Tongue can ſhe we.“ 


The reader may naturally expect that I have been not a little ei. 
tertained, in peruſing the great bulk of papers preſerved at Be. 
manor ; many of which, beſides thoſe noticed, are intereſting v 
men, who like to peep into the tranſactions of paſt times, Ty 
bear alſo the ſignatures of eminent men. Indeed, by what I 
ſerved, there was ſcarcely a character of conſequence in the latter ei 
of Elizabeth's reign, in that of James the Firſt and his ſon Charly 
who did not correſpond or tranſact buſineſs with Sir William.— 
By ſeveral letters which I have ſeen, Archbiſhop Laud appears to har 
lived in particular habits of friendſhip with him. 

Two remembrancers of the dead I ſhould like to ſee placed in & 


William Heyrick, knight, who, by the papers I have printed in tis 
Hiſtory of Leiceſter, the reader may perceive, was much eſteemed 
by its inhabitants. And the other, to notice the death (his memo 
will be perpetuated) of King Richard III. whoſe body lay burt 
for about 50 years, within a very few paces of St. Martin's church. 
—— the former as an active citizen, and the latter as one of the bu 
veſt Kings (his vices ſet apart) that ever ſwayed: a ſceptre. 

BRAUNSTO) 
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BRAUNSTON HALL, 


HE Seat of Clement Winſtanley, Eſq; ſtands about two 


miles from Leiceſter, and 11 from Hinkley, on the left of 


the Turnpike-road leading from the former towards the latter. 


This manſion was built about the year 1775, by the preſent 
Owner: Mr. Oldham of Leiceſter, architect. The front view, 
which faces the Hinkley road, is plain, like the oppoſite one in the 
| annexed engraving. The rcoms poſſeſs a pleaſing neatneſs, and are 
not inelegant. Both the proprietor and the builder, in planning this 
edifice, ſeemed to have in view, more of convenience than elegance, 
more of uſefulneſs than oftentation. In it, is a good painting, by 
Boultbee, of Mrs. Winſtanley and two children; and a portrait of 
her Brother, on horſeback, the preſent Member for Leiceſter, ---- 
The gardens correſpond ; they are on the ſame ſcale af utility : the 
hot-houſes are of conſiderable magnitude, and the garden walls are 


planted with choice fruit trees. 


The grounds before the houſe, in front, in ſome places, are adorn- 
ed with trees of ornament ; but here is no water to animate the 
ſcene; and the gates, or entrance from the turnpike-road to the 


dwellings 
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dwclling, ſtrike you rather as being a waggon paſſage to a good 


farm-houſe, than to the manſion of a gentleman. 


On the grounds, which are repreſented in the view, (the oppoſite 
front) you have a fine ſheet, or Baſon of water, at the foot of the i. 
ſing ground on which the houſe. ſtands ;; from which, the little 
ſtream, ſeen in the view, glides into another baſon; which, may 
be ſeen by the engraving, is adorned. with ſome. charming foliage (a), 
Near this place, it was, where the father of the preſent poſſeſſor 
bored for coals, about 40 years ago; and was baffled in his lauda- 
ble undertaking. by ſome enemies, ſuppoſed from the Leiceſterſhire 


collieries, who thruſt foreſt ſtones down the hole they had bored, 
after a fortnight's labour. 


The old hall, which ſtood adjoining the village of Braunſton, was 
nearly a century, the abode of the preſent gentleman's anceſtors (0); 
but: 


(a) Let me juſt hint, without permiſſion, that my relation, the Rev. Mr. Throſby, from 
his particular acquaintance with Mr. Winſtanley, and in conſequence, his knowledge of the 


fituation of this ſeat, not only fixed on the ſpot to take the view, but, in a great meaſure, 


drew and tinted the drawing for the engraver.. 


(5) The firſt of this- family of note, in Leiceſterſhire, that I have met with, was 
James Winſtanley, Eſq. 


This gentleman, I believe, purchaſed Braunſton-Hall, the 
manor, and the family inheritance at Braunſton, of Sir William Haſlings, ſon of Sir Henry 
Haſtings, knight, who is particularly mentioned (page 77, Excurſions) in the dividing aud. 
ſettling of the claims in Leiceſter Foreſt, Clement Winſtanley, Eſq; his ſon, was buri:d 
near the altar in Braunſton chapel.. His ſtone has this inſcription :. 


« M. 8. Hic jacet Clemns. Winſtanley, Arm. Jacobi Hujus Manerii Dom, Filius et 
Heeres, i 
M. 


=—y 
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but it was pulled down, excepting ſome offices now occupied by a 
grazier, when the preſent Hall was built, The building of which, 
3 T I re- 


c« Vi, præmatura Morte Etatis flore abreptus ſummo Suorum Mærore deceſſit, Aug. 4, 


1672. Requieſcat in pace.“ 


He married Catherine Willoughby, of the then Willoughby family in Warwickſhire ; 
which family in 1712, was hononred with a peerage by the title of Baron Middleton, By 
her he had only one ſon, James Winſtanley, Eſq. who was choſen repreſentative for the 
Borough of Leiceſter, in 1701, with Lawrence Carter, Eſq. He afterwards ſerved in 
parliament with Sir George Beaumont, from 1702 till 1718. This James married, Fran- 
ces, eldeſt daughter and coheireſs of James Holt, of Caſtleton, in Lancaſhire, Eſq; by 
whom he left two ſons and ſix daughters. He died in 1718, at the age of 51. His ſon 


and ſucceſſor was the late 


James Winſtanley, Eſq; who died in March 1770, at Queneborough, in this county, on 
a viſit to his mother, who died the year following, Sept. 1ſt, 1771, at the age of go, at 
Quenehorough alſo. She lived long, greatly eſteemed for her charity and good offices to 
the poor, a bright example of true piety and devotion. This gentleman ſerved the office 
of High Sheriff in 1748, and was univerſally efteemed : He was polite and courteous, and 
charitable (ſome ſaid) to a profuſion. He was ſo much the idol of the people of Leiceſter, 
that he could almoſt make and unmake Members to ſerve in parliament for that place, at 
his will; 'till an occurrence, recent in the minds of many men, ſplit and divided thoſe whom 
long habits of friendſhip had made almoſt one. He married Mary, daughter of 
Cheek, Eſq; a gentleman of large poſſeſſions, which devolved to 


Clement Winſtanley, Eſq; his ſon and ſucceſſor, now living, who ſerved the office of 


High Sheriff for the county, in 1774. The reſpe& ſhewn him on that occaſion, at the 


aſſizes, by the gentlemen in Leiceſter, and its neighbourhood, is worthy of remark : they 
clothed themſelves in blue coats with crimſon collars, and attended him from his ſeat to 


Leiceſter, in ſomething like military order, and followed his carriage, accompanying the 


: Judges 
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I remember, was fatal to a ſtone-maſon of the name of Sims, and 
one of his labourers : they, with others. which .were much. hurt, 
fell with a ſcaffold from the attic. ſto:y of that front, ſeen in the 


view. 


The Chapel of Braunſton, where the family bury, is a ſmall 
place of worſhip. Here is a yault ; but no inſcription for james 
Winſtanley, Eſq; who was choſen Recorder of Leiceſter, in 1653; 
nor for any of the family, excepting for Clement Winſtanley, Eſq; 


who died in 1672, and James, his ſon, who died in 1718. 


This Chapel was probably the burying-place of a branch of the 
Haſtings' family. A few extracts from the Regiſter reſpecting them, 
may not be improper here; as this very reſpectable name, which 
deſerves an honourable diſtinction in the hiſtory of this county, is 
now almoſt no more. Katherine Haſtings, daughter of Sir Henry 
Haſtings, knight, bap. 18th Sept. 1609. Iſabel Haſtings, daughter 
of 'Sir Henry Haſtings, knight, bap. May 12, 1640. William Haſt- 


- * 
Judges to the Court of Juſtice, teſtifying their eſteem, in a particular manner, both for lis 


perſon and name. This gentleman's ſheriffalty was ying one; it was during chat great 
and memorable conteſt between Ihn Peach 3 and William Pochin, Eſqrs. In 
which buſineſs, as a returning officer, he acquired the character of an impartial judge. He 
married Jane, eldeſt daughter of Sir Thomas Parkins, of Bunney, Bart. by his firlt lady, 
(who is own ſiſter to Thomas Parkins, Eſq; one ot. the repreſentatives. for the Borough of 
Leiceſter) by whom he has four ſons and tu o dau hters. The eldeſt fon and heir, Clement, 
is now about 16 years of age. The name: of the other ſons, are James, Thomas, and 

George, The daughters, Ann Jane, and Mary Ann, 

ing., 
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mgs, ſin of Sir Henry Haſtings, knight, bap. Sept. 1, 1612. Fer- 
dinands Haſtings, fon of Sir Henry Haſtings, knight, bap. 22d Dec. 
i617, F rederick Haſtings, fon of Sir Hens y Haſtings, knight, bap. 
April 1, 1618. Charles, the ſon of Henry Haſtings, bap. 15th 
May, 1648. It has been imagined, that from one of theſe ſons 
of sir Henry Haſtings, deſcended, the young man of the name of 
Haſtings, (who was noticed by the late Lady Huntingdon), and 
who lately died of the ſmall- pox while his father was ng: the 
Earldom of Huntingdon. | 


There is an old ſtone in the chapel, which ſtands about a foot 
from the ground, made in the ancient ſtone coffin form, with a 
ſhield on its ſurface, but no arms legible thereon. This chapel floor, 
from an old cuſtom that few know any thing about, on the Feaſt 


Sunday, 1s covered with hay, taken from a meadow in the L ordſhip 
of Ailſtone, For that purpoſe, the Clerk of the chapel, loads as 


much hay as he can carry on a waggon from the ſaid meadow, and 
ſets the load in the chapel yard; uſes what is neceſſary to cover the 


floor, and, after the feſtival, converts the whole to his own uſe, as 
a perquiſite. 


DANETT's 
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DANETT's HAL L, 


HE Seat of William Bentley, Eſq; ſecond ſon of the 


late Mr. Bentley, an eminent Banker, of Leiceſter (a), 
T his 


* 


(a) This family was of repute in Leiceſter, during the troubles of the laſt century. 
William Bentley was Mayor of Leiceſter in 1688-9, the iſt of William III. when the char- 
This William 
Bentley was, I apprehend, the grandfather of the late Mr. William Bentley, banker, who 


ter of Leiceſter was reſtored, after it had been ſurrendered about 7 years. 


married Mercy, daughter of T imothy St. Nicholas, Eſq; of Burbach, in this county. 
This Timothy was ſon of Henry Watts, of Barwell, gent. by Mercy, his wife, daughter 
of John St. Nicholas, of Knowle, in the county of Warwick, Eſq; whoſe grandſon, Baſil 
St. Nicholas, Eſq; dying without iſſue, did, by his laſt will, make the ſaid Timothy St. 
Nicholas, his heir and executor, change his name of Watts for that of St. Nicholas. His 
ſon, Timothy St. Nicholas, was High Sheriff for the county, in 1737, who was Mrs. Bent- 
ley's brother, and owned a conſiderable eſtate at Burbach, in this county, now in the hands 
of Mr. Bentley. 


The late Mr. William Bentley of Leiceſter, banker, above-named, died in 1784, aged 
83, leaving two ſons, by Mercy, his wife, viz. Thomas, and William, the preſent owner 
of this manſion. The late Mr. William Bentley, banker, was a man exceedingly punQual 
in his dealings z was remarkable for his attention to buſineſs ; acquired a large fortune, and 
had the character of being an aſſiſtant with his purſe in lending money to young tradeſmen, 


whom he diſcovered to be induſtrious, 


The preſent Mr. Bentley is a bachelor, and continues his name and extenſive fortune in 


the firm of the old Banking-houfe, of his late facher; now the bank of Beniley and Buxton. 


Mr. 
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This neat, little dwelling, ſtands upon a ſmall eminence near Lei- 
ceſter, which gives you an almoſt bird's-eye view of that place. 
The ſituation is pleaſant and airy ; and convenient for an intercourſe 
with a large and populous town. The building and paddock have 
received conſiderable improvements at the hands of the preſent occu- 
pier. At the back of this ſeat paſſeth the old Foſs road: near 
which was found, in the year 1782, part of a Moſaic pavement, 
which is repreſented (page 20) in the Hiſtory of Leiceſter. The 
place where it was diſcovered, is called the Cherry Orchard, On 
grubbing up one of the tree roots, the pavement appeared; but its 
extent has not been as yet diſcovered. Mr. Bentley, ſome time 
ſince, cauſed the ground to be dug up in a northern direction, about 
two yards from the place where it was at firſt diſcovered, and found 


a continuation of it, but did not trace it to its extent. 


The view of Danet?'s Hall, I took near Bow. Bridge, in the Au- 
guſtine Friars. Oral tradition ſays, that this place derived its name 
from the Danes, who ſettled in theſe parts; which is a vulgar 
error. It takes its name from once its owner, Danett, who lived 


here two centuries ago (a). Since whoſe time it has been in the 


5 


. 
* 


Mr. Buxton, who has the ſole ednducting of the Banking buſineſs, is Siſter's ſon to the late 


Mr. Bentley, and in all probability, him or his heirs, will ſucceed to the family inheritance, 


as Mr. Bentley is a fingle gentleman, and likely ſo to continue. 


(a) Leonardus Danett, de Danett's Hall, ob. 1582. Harl. Ass. The 
| old 
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poſſeſſion of feveral families, v/z. the Watts's, the Whiteman's, 


the Powers's, the Unwin's, and now the Bentley's. 


The reſpectable family of the Watts owned this dwelling, and a 


conſiderable eſtate adjoining, the beginning of this century, Of 


old Hall, o:cupied by Danett, before-mentioned, and wlioſe name the preſcnt boild. 


ing bears, ſtood: at the bottom of the hill near the ſcite of: the preſent offices. 


The firſt of the family of the Watts, who dwelt here, was John Watts, Eſq; a deſcen. 
dant of Thomas Watts, Eſq; who in the zd of Elizabeth, had a grant from the crown of 
the Manor of Blakeſley, ia Northamptonſhire, formerly. belonging to the Priory of St. 
John of Jeruſalem. This John. built Danett's Hall, and died in 1742, aged 80.. He was, 
Receiver-General for the county; projected and nearly finiſhed the water-works with earthen 
pipes to ſerve the inhabitants of T.eiceſter with ſpring water, which ſcheme they rejected, 
on account of the annual expence of about rs. 6d. for every houſe-dweller. He was exceed- 
ingly ſerviceable to the firſt Manufacturers of. Leiceſter,. in lending them money, in the in- 
fancy of the hoſiery buſineſs. And it is ſaid, that when a youth, he had the honour of 
handing the firſt cup of liquor to King William III. afterhis landing in England! He ad- 
viſed the late Mr. Bentley to become a Banker, and introduced him:to the firſt characters 


in the county, at Danett's Hall, aſſembled there at a. Hunt dinner. His ſon and ſucceſſor: 


was 


John, a. Barriſter at Law, who alſo dwelt here. He ſunk a. large fortune in the South-- 


Sea ſcheme, and died in 1728, aged 32. His ſon and ſucceſſor was William, who ſold it to 


John Watts, Eſq; his brother, who died in 1769, and was the laſt of this family who re- 


| Hded here. His reli, who is now living in Leiceſter, ſold it to Mr. Whiteman.— 


Miſs Suſannah Watts, her only daughter, is a' young lady of rare accompliſhments 
in the fine arts. Her imitations of landſcape painting, done with the fineſt plumage of- 
birds, to me, are new and beautiful.—I think I need not apologize for introducing thus: 
much of the pedigree of this reſpeRable family here, 


this 
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this family was the late Dr. Watts, who is remembered on a grave- 
gone at the eaſt end of the chancel of Medbourne church. This 
gentleman, who ſtood at different periods of his life in the charac- 
ter of a phyſician and a divine, poſſeſſed ſuper-eminent abilities, 
both to attract and to perſuade, With, a mind fraught with tue 
nobleſt projects of philanthropy, he, like the great Howard, deſi- 
rous of doing good, ſolicited and obtained relief for the ſick, the 
lame, and the diſtreſſed children of misfortune. By his periodical 
addreſſes to the affluent, he laid the foundation of that noble charity, 
the LEICESTER INFIRMARY, open to certain ſufferings of all. de- 
ſcriptions of the human race. When Dr. Vaughan, at the unani- 
mous requeſt of all the Subſcribers, in 1771, received that great 
mark of public favour, the thanks of the firſt great General Meet- 
ing of the Infirmary Subſcribers, at the hands of the late Sir Tho- 
mas Cave, Bart. for his great care in compiling and digeſting the 
rules and orders for the government of the Infirmary ; Dr. Watts 
alſo received the thanks of that very reſpectable meeting, in lan- 
guage of the higheſt commendation, as being the firſt public pro- 
jector of that charity. 


Who are not pleaſed to hear, that Gentlemen, like Dr. Watts, 
have lately ariſen in Nottinghamſhire, and are likely to ſucceed 
in their laudable endeavors to add an Aſylum, for Lunatics, to 
their County Hoſpital ?---We have one built at the expence of 
more than 1000l.; but, alas! no Dr. Watts to plead the ne- 
cellity of its being opened. 


ED MUND. 
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EDMUND-THORP HALT, 


* Seat of Wm. Pochin, Eſq; Knight of the Shire for this 
County, ſtands on the edge of Leiceſterſhire ; about 17 miles 
Hom Leiceſter, and three from Melton-Mowbray. This ſeat, and 
a fine eſtate at Edmund- Thorpe, were purchaſed by the preſent 
owner, after the death of Edward Smith, Eſq; (a), who ſerved as 
Knight of the Shire from the year 1734 till 1762. 


BE 1.9 WOO PP 


This houſe bears evident marks of its being the workmanſhip of 
various periods. The park, on which it ſtands, borders on the vil- 
lage, and partakes of ſome pleaſing appendages ; the deer, ſome 
ſwells of earth, and clumps of trees, are ſubjects for the pencil, and 
lively objects for the eye of him who contemplates on the ways of 
nature. It is only the occaſional reſidence of Mr. Pochin from his 
parliamentary duty. He chiefly reſides at Barkby, where his an- 
ceſtors have long dwelt. The . ſcite is rather low and obſcured; 
conſequently the views hence are not extenſive. The rooms poſſeſs 


a pleaſing neatneſs, although they afford but little to admire of the 
works of artiſts. To my friend and myſelf, however, they yield- 


ede an hoſpitable retreat on my 1 2th Excurſion i in Leiceſterſhire, at 
the kind requeſt of the worthy Owner. 


(a) See page 151, Excurſions, 
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The houſe was built by Sir Roger Smith. It originally ſurround- 
ed a court, which hath hnce been converted into two very commo- 
dious ſtair-caſes, oue of which poſſeſſes grandeur. The dwelling, 
and the adjacent grounds, are watered by a natural ſtream, which 
takes its rife from Wood-well Head, @ noted fox chace, in the 


extremity of the Lordihip, of which you have a pictureſque view 


from the ſouth front. 


The three counties of Lincoln, Leiceſter, and Rutland, meet at 


one point, not far from this ſeat. 


The anceſtors of Mr. Pochin, have long made the church at 
Bukby, their family burying-place (a). There is no trait of vanity 
3X which 


(a) See page 246, Excurſions, 


By ancient evidences it appears, that Barkby, near Leiceſter, has been the reſidence of 
this family upwards of three centuries ; hither they removed, (through an intermarriage 
with the Willoughby family, formerly poſſeſſors of the manor of Barkby) from Wiſſendine 


in the county of Rutland, which manor they held for at leaſt three generations before that 


period, 

Richard Pochin, Eſq; who married Alice, daughter and heireſs of William Willoughby, 
of Barkby, Eſq; left a ſon, named John Pochin. He left a ſon, named Thomas, who 
married Elizabeth, eldeſt daughter of Ralph Shirley, Eſq; by whom he had a ſon, William, 
married to Mary, daughter and coheir of William Palmer, of Stoney-Stanton, in this 
county, Eſq. His ſon and ſucceſſor was George, who married Catherine, daughter of 
Tuomas Skeffington, of Skeffington, in this county, Eſq. He died Auguſt 19, 1597, and 
had iſſue three ſons and three daughters. The eldeſt ſon, William, died in his father's life; 


Who was, in conſequence, ſucceeded by Matthew, his ſecond ſon, who married Catherine, 
daughter 
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which marks any of their characters. Their monumental and grave. 


ſtone inſcriptions are uniformly what many I have ſeen ſhould have 


Ww 


been, 


daughter of Blewet, of Harleſton, in the county of Lincoln, Eſq. He had iſſue, 
five ſons and ſeven daughters, and was buried at Barkby, July 2, 1639, His ſon and heir 


was 
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George Pochin, Eſq; who married Elizabeth, daughter of the Right Rev. Thomas 
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Dove, D. D. Biſhop of Peterborough. He had iſſue, Thomas, Matthew, George, Fran. 
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cis, John, Dove, Catherine, and Margaret. 
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Thomas Pochin, Eſq; the eldeſt ſon married, firſt, Bethia, daughter of John Wincoſſe, 
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of Maſton, in the county of Lincoln, Eſq; by whom he had iſſue, George, Thomas, ſohn, 
Joſeph, Abigail, Catherine, and Leyenthrope : She died in 1658. He next married Bar. 
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bara, daughter of Sir Wolſtan Dixie, of Boſworth- park, in this county, Bart. by whom he 
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he had iſſue, Elizabeth, married to Thomas Woodcock, of Keyham, in this county, Eſq; of 
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a reſpectable family, who have been ſeated at that place nearly 300 years. (Their imme- 
diate deſcendant is the Rev. William Woodcock, of Barkby, now in the commiſſion of the 
peace for the county). Elizabeth, intermarried with William Smith, of London, Eſq; 
and Leventhrope intermarried with William Trollope, of Thurlby, in the county of Lin- 


coln, Eſq. 


George Pochin, Eſq; eldeſt ſon, by the firſt venture, married Mary, daughter of Chrif- 
topher Packe, of Coates, in this county, Eſq; once Lord Mayor of London. He died 


Auguſt 18, 1707, and his wife the preceding year. They left no iſſue, 


Thomas Pochin, Eſq; ſecond ſon of Thomas, above-named, ſucceeded. He married in 
1676, Mary, daughter, and at length heir, to Sir Charles Huſſey, of Caythorpe, in the 
county of Lincoln, Bart. by whom he had iſſue, Thomas, George, Charles, Ann, Char- 
lotte, Mary, and Leventhrope; who all died unmarried, excepting Thomas and Mary. 
Mary intermarried with Thomas Woodcock, of Keyham, in this county, Eſq; and was bu · 
ried at Barkby in 1729. Her brother, 

Thomas Pochin, Eſq; married, firſt, Charlotte, daughter of Sir Edward Huſſey, of 


Welbourne, in the county of Lincoln, Bart. by whom he had iſſue, Thomas, Sarah, ad 
Charlotte. 
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been. From the firſt to the laſt they all ſeem to have paſſed with 


humility from life to death. Their reſpective ſurviving relatives, 


have ſaid no more than that they lived, formed ſuch and ſuch ma- 
trimonial connections, and died at ſuch a time. One, I remarked, 


juſt informs you, that a mother and her only ſon died both on the 
fame day of the ſmall-pox ; but it ſays nothing of the mother's vir- 


tues, nor of the child's riſing genius. An afflicting ſcene like this 
might have raiſed in the breaſt of a ſurviving huſband and father, 


more than the affectionate ſigh. Pity for his ſufferings in this caſe, 


Charlotte. She died, and her only fon, Thomas, both of the ſmall pox, Auguſt 2, 1726; 


her age 42, his 8. He, ſecondly, married Mary, only daughter and heir of Thomas 


Trollope, of Bourne, in the county of Lincoln, Eſq; by Mary, ſiſter to William, Lord 


Craven, She died in 1732, and he in 1751, and left iſſue, William, George, and Mary, 


now living. Sarah intermarried with George Pochin, of Morpeth, in the county of Rut- 


land, clerk, and died without iſſue, in 1780. Charlotte intermarried with Charles James 


Packe, of Preſtwould, in this county, Eſq; and died in 1772. 


William, the preſent Knight of the Shire, is unmarried. George, married Eleanor Fran- 


ces, daughter of Sir Wolſtan Dixie, of Boſworth-park, in this county, Bart. by whom he 


has no iſſue, This gentleman has ſerved many years in the Militia for this county, was 


Lieutenant-Colonel under the late Duke of Rutland at whoſe death he was appointed 


Colonel. He is ſeated at Bourne, in Lincolnſhire.— Mary, is a maiden lady. The above- 


named 


William Pochin, Eſq; ſucceſſor to Thomas, by his ſecond venture, has paſſed the meri- 
Gian of life. He ſerved the office of High-Sheriff for the county in 1756. Stood that 
violent, expenſive, and unſucceſsful conteſt in 1775, againſt John Peach Hungerford, Eſq. 


In 1780, on the reſignation of Sir John Palmer, Batt. he was unanimouſly choſen to repre- 
ſent the county in his ſtead. At the General Election in 1784, he was choſen with John 


Peach Hungerford, Eſq. And again, at the General Election in 1790, with Sir Thomas 
Cave, Bart, 
if 
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if he had overcharged their characters, would have ſheltered hin 


from cenſure, 
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HE Seat of Charles Loraine Smith, Eſq; ſtands within four 
miles 8. W. of Leiceſter, near the village of Enderby, 

The view of this dwelling, as you approach it from Leiceſter, ſeems 
to retain ſome of the kindred marks of Charnwood foreſt : a rocky 
hill of a leſs hardy nature, and ſome wild furniture, are a part of 


the fainter repreſentations of that venerable feature, exhibited on a 


ſmall ſcale. 


The dwelling is not on the large and chaſte ſtyle of Stauntm- 
Harold; nor is it adorned, in the adjacent grounds, with the rich and 


noble accompanyments of Doninston-Park ; but it has been noticed 
as a pleaſing view in the ſecond claſs of Leiceſterſhire field 


3 
; 
ov 
dd 
> 
8 
A 
\ 
"> 
Y 
T 
N 
? 
3 
> 
$ 
N 
$ 
N 
* 
2 
2 
% 
3 
8 
$ 
8 


pictures. 


The look out from this place is certainly inferior to many noticed 


in this volume; but it is not without a pleaſing variety. 


The gardens are on a ſcale of neatneſs, but not of magnificence. 


They were formed, or very much improved by the late poſſeſſor, 
Richard 
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Richard Smith, Eſq; who was a domeſtic character, and took 
much delight in them (a). | FE 
2 31 The 


(a) Loraine Smith, Eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor of Enderby-Hall, is a deſcendant of Ro- 
bert Loraing, or Lorein, who came into England, an officer, in the army of William the 
Conqueror, who was rewarded for his ſervices by the Conqueror's ſon, William II. with 
large poſſeſſions in the County Palatine of Durham, where his deſcendants were long ſeated. 
By marriage, in the reign of Henry V. one of his immediate deſcendants obtained the 
Tower, Manor and Lordſhip of Kirkharle, in the county of Northumberland, with other 
conſiderable poſſeſſions, | 


Kirkharle has been ever ſince, the reſidence of the Loraine family, who, by matrimonial 
connections, are allied to many reſpectable families in the north of England. 


This family are memorable for attending the noble Piercy's, Earls of Northumberland, 
in defence of this country, againſt the depredations of the Scots; on account of which, the 
Scots conceived ſuch enmity againſt Robert Loraine, a zealous defender in the border ſer- 
vice, that a party of them lay in ambuſh, betwixt his. houſe and the church, to which latter 
place he frequently reſorted for private devotion, ſuddenly ſurprized him, dragged him into 
an adjoining cloſe, where they cat him (as they had often threatened) as ſmall as fleſ 
for the pot. In memory of this murder, his ſucceſſor erected a large ſtone. 


Several of the family have been eminent for their piety, and none of them more ſo. than 
Thomas Loraine, Eſq; occupier of Kirkeharle, who married in £636, Elizabeth, widow of 
Thomas Bewick, of Cloſe-Houſe, in the county of Northumberland, Eſq» This. gentle- 
man was eſteemed for his learning, piety, and virtue. His attachment to Charles the Firſt, 
eccaſioned the rebels to burn 17 houſes in one of his villages to the ground. Coſins, Lord 
Biſhop of Durham, honoured. him with his confidence, and ſtood godfather to his only ſon, 
Thomas, who ſucceeded him. Upon a braſs plate, on a ſtoue over his grave, in St. Ni- 


cholas church, Newcaſtle, is this inſcription :: 
Hie jacet Thomas Loraine, dim de Kirkharle Armiger qui obiit. wicefimo guarto dis 


Ottobris, Z1atis ſug 35, Annegz Dominiz MDCXLIX. Upon 
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The church is deſcribed (page 233) in the volume of Excurſion, 
which, by Charity's Rental of Leiceſter Abbey, was only a chapel 
| formerly, 


Upon the Verge of the Stone. 


| Tee, precor, Muſz, von & dolor ifte reguirit, 
| Ne labor; circum tempora Taxus eat : 
Plangite Solicitis mærentia pectora Palmis, 
Rumpat & ornatus quiſq; dolore ſues. 
2 Publica quippe wocat clamantia publica virtus, 
Hujus erat talis, fit dolor ergo minor. 
Fata Magiſtratum rapiant cum ferrea, Regnum 
Debilitant, mundum, cum rapuere bones, 


Et bonus, & laurus, modo cum deceſſerit, orbis 
Neu ſatis ad fletus, fi lachrymarit, erit. 
Thomas Lorain, Eſq; his only ſon, in 1660, married Grace, eldeſt daughter of $ir 
William Fenwick, of Wallington, Bart. by whom he had iffee, 14 (ons and five daughters, 
He was created a Baronet io the 26th year of the reign of Charles the Second; and died in 


January, 1717, 


Sir William Loraine, Bart. his eldeſt ſon, was educated at Lincoln's-Inn, and took his 
degree of Barriſter before he ſucceeded to the title and eſtates of his anceſtors, He mar- 
ried, firſt, Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Lawrence, Knt. Alderman and Lord Mayor 
of the city of London. She died, and left him no iſſue, His faced wife, was Anne, only 
daughter of Richard Smith, of Enderby, in this county, Eſq; who followed the fortune of 
| Charles II. during his exile ; and returning with that Prince, at the Reſtoration, was made 
Clerk of the Cheque, which place he held till his death. By this venture, he had iſſoe, 
ive ſons and four daughters. Thomas, the eldeſt ſon,. died an infant; Richard, his ſeconl 


ſon, died in his father's life time ; and 

Charles, the third ſon, ſucceeded to the title, xc. He (firſt) married Mary, daughter 
of Henry Lambton, of Lambton, in the county of Durham, Eſq; ſiſter to Major-Genetil 
ry Lambton, 
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formerly. The pariſh church was anciently at Alerly © which 
ſtood, as the inhabitants were going to it, expoſed to dangers 
from floods on the Soar,” This is the place which is generally un- 
derſtood to have been the ſcite of a chapel to Lubſthorpe, in conſe- 
quence of its vicinity ; and moſt probably Lubſthorpe had a chapel 
within it : There are ſtill the remains of a burying ground. The 
final removal of the church from Alderby to Enderby, it is imagi- 
ned, was not till about the year 1270, when Richard Graveſend, 
Biſhop of Lincoln, confirmed the change, and enjoined the people 
to worſhip at the newly erected church at Enderby. 


r *. = I IG 


——— 


The Reader muſt have perceived, that I have endeavoured to deſcribe 
the Seats of Gentlemen, {below the order of Baronets ), alphabetically ; 
but I have found much difficulty and delay in adbering exattly to that 


Lanka ſome time Member for the city of Durham; by whom ke had only one daughter, 
who died young. Sir Charles Loraine, Bart. afterwards married Dorothy, daughter of 
Ralph Mylott, of Whitehall, in the county of Durham, Eſq; by whom he had four ſons, 
viz, William, Charles, Lambton, and James Thomas. William is the preſent Baronet 
of this ancient and loyal family. | 

Charles Loralne Smith, Eſq; the ſecond ſon of Sir Charles Loralne, (thitd Barnet of 
this family), is the preſent owner and occupier of Enderby-Hall, and the poſſeſſor of the 


eſtates of his late uncle, Richard Smith, Eſqz who died in 1763. (See an account of his 
legacies, page 223, Volume of Excurſions).—— Mr. Loraine Smith was hoſen to repre- 


ſent the Borough of Leiceſter, in parliament, in 1784, and ſerved till 1790. He married 
Elizabeth Ann, daughter of — Wilſon, Eſg; by whom he has iffue, Lorain Lorain 


method 1 


( 


- Smith, 
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method; as at all times, the neceſſary information, [particularly reſpec. 
ing pedigrees} cannot be obtained in' due time to arrange it for 
the preſs. This, I hope, will be confidered as a ſufficient reaſon for de. 
ating, in ſome few inſtances, from the method I wiſhed to purſue. It 
will account alſo for my not placing the fellvwing article, G EROM DON. 
HAL, immediately after that of SKEFFINGTON. --- Wanlip-Hall 
was not honoured as the reſidence of a Baronet, when the account o 
Braunſtone-Hall, and ſame others were printed; conſequently it is de. 
Keribed under the letter W. 


 GERONDOMN HALL, 


| : 

HE Seat of Sir William Gordon, knight, lately that of Sa- 

muel Phillips, Eſq; ſtands rather low, in the N. W. direc- 
tion of the county, within two miles of Loughborough. 


It has been obſerved (page 52) that this was formerly a 
Monaſtery, founded by Robert Boſſu, Earl of Leiceſter, ſome time 
in the reign of Henry II. Dugdale, Burton, Peck, and others, 
agree not about the exact time» Many were the gifts with which it 
' was endowed. The founder, among other donations, gave lands at 
Diſhley and Sheepſnead. Margaret, Counteſs of Winton, Margaret 

de Ferrariis, the Counteſs of Derby, Roger de Quincey, Earl of 
' Winton, and others, were large benefactors. | 
8 F 
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dir Ralph Shirley, ſo late as the year 1516, gave lands at Briſto], 
and in the county of Wilts, to the Abbey of Gerondon. 


Thomas Syeſton, the laſt Abbot of Gerondon, in 1 519, oranted 


a leaſe of 99 years of all the lands at Bradgate, in Leiceſterſhire, to 
Thomas, Lord Marquis of Dorſet (a). 


From the Rutland family, who obtained it from Henry VIII. 
at the diſſolution, it became the inheritance of George 
Villiers, Duke of Buckingham. About the year 1683, it was pur- 
chaſed by Sir Ambroſe Philips, (King's Serjeant), for Judge Jeffe- 
tics; but the Serjeant liked his bargain ſo well, that by law, and 
not by equity, he refuſed to reſign it to the Judge. The Duke of 
Buckingham, finding the lawyers tricking one another, would not 
execute the conveyance, till after he had cut down timber to the va- 
lue of 5000T, The late Samuel Philips, Eſq; the laſt of Sir Am- 
broſe's immediate deſcendants, left it to his widow, his ſecond wife, 
who by her marriage with Sir William Gordon, knight, it is now 


in that gentleman's poſſeſſion (5). 
3Z The 


(a) Peck. 
(5) Sir William” Gordon is of an honourable and ancient family in Scotland, and born 
in the iſland of Jamaica,—where, 1 believe, he has a nephew, who owns a very large ſugar 
plantation, He was knighted by his preſent Majeſty, for honourable ſervices at the Court 
of Bruſſels ; on which account, he alſo enjoys annually, a grant of royal fayous, But as this 
gentleman enjoys the eſtate and manſion of the Philips“ only for life, or rather during the 
life of his lady, I will proceed to give a brief account of that family, in whoſe poſſeſſion they 
have been in about a century. 


Sit 
4 
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The front of Gerondon Abbey, or Hall, which I took, is ſeen 
through an avenue of trees in the park, before which is a ſmall ba. 
ſon of water. The other front ſhews a part of the Abbey walls, 
modernized as a dwelling ; but in no particular does it indicate the 
remnant of a religious lanctuary, like its companion, in the anncxed 
view, Rothley Temple. Although theſe ſeparately would have made 
each a pictureique ſcene, particularly Gerondon, yet I claſſed them 
in the plan of my work as companions, an account of their being 


formerly religious dwellings, 


Sir Ambroſe Philips, knight, and Serjeant at Law, purchaſed, as has been obſerved 
above, Gerondon eſtate in the reign of James II. He was a lawyer of conſiderable repute, 
and lived in habits of friendſhip with the noted Judge Jefferies, till the diſagreement hap. 
pened reſpecting the purchaſe, He died in 1706, aged 69, and was buried in the chance! 
of Sheepſhead church, in-this county, bbs a handſome monument is placed to his me- 
mory. He left iſſue, at his death, feveral fons ; one of which, John, lived to the age of 


80 years, and died in 1756. 
William Philips, Eſq; his ſon and heir, was born in 1672, and died in 1729. His ſuc- 
ceſſor was N "1 | 


Ambroſe Philips, Eſq; who was chofen a Knight of the Shire in 1734.—and died in 1737, 
aged 39, He was ſucceeded by the late 


Samuel Philips, Eſq; who married the fiſter and heireſs to the late Charles Lewis, Eq; 
of Stanford-Hall, in the co. of Nottingham. He ſerved the office of Sheriff for this county 


in 1751 Hand married, ſecondly,” a daughter of Alſop, of Loughborough, gent. 


He died in March, 1774, aged 65. His monument in Sheepſhead church informs you, that 
he concluded “ the too ſhort-lived race of a moſt reſpectable and worthy family.“ Conſe- 
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quently he has left no iſſue. 
Gerondon- 
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Gerondon-park is delightful ; the ſurface of the earth, which the 
taſte of Mr. Walpole could in no inſtance caſt in to happier thades ;. 
the beautiful trees, which ſeem of a middle age, perhaps no imagi- 
nation could diſplay in forms more lovely, or in order, more attract- 
ing; the embelliſhments of art, which are, to be ſure, neither nu- | 
merous nor ſplendid, have charms : (they conſiſt of temple forms, 
and a fine obeliſk on an eminence ;) and the numerous deer which 
| ſport within its boundaries, are rich and pleaſing appendages to this 
dwelling. Elyſium, the Heaven of the Heathens, might pleaſe 
more in imagination than this reality; but who would not chooſe 


this ſubſtance in preference of that ſhadow, 


RODELY, or ROTHLEY TEMPLE, 


\ TOW the Seat of Thomas Babington, Eſq; ſtands about five 
miles from Leiceſter, northwardly, and at an eaſy diſtance 


from the village of Rodely, in rather an obſcure ſituation, 


This place it has been noticed (page 86) was a Commandery of 
the Knights Templars, and was afterwards given with the poſſeſſions 
to the Knights Hoſpitalars. It retains part of the religious form, 


as may be ſeen by the engraving, altered to correſpond, in ſome 


meaſure, with the appearance of a Gentleman's reſidence, 


In 
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In this dwelling are ſeveral pieces of old armour, and ſome old 
portraits. The painted glaſs in the windows, ſhews the intermar. 
riages of the Babington family (a). In the chapel, which ſtands 
adjoining the houſe, is a ſmall monument for a Mrs. Cardale, who 


died in 1778, aged 86. In it allo is remembered fome children of 
the Babington family. 


In the Archzologia, vol. 9, is given the following curious parti. 


culars, communicated to Sir Joſeph Banks by Mr. Babington, in 
1788. 


« A labourer, digging to make a ditch in a field near Rodely 
Temple, in 1784, found, among fragments of ſtone and lime, about 


« 


two 


(a) The preſent poſſeſſor of the Temple, Thomas Babington, Eſq; is the deſcendant of 
an ancient family. What I have gathered reſpecking the Babingtons, is as follows: 


Humphrey Babington, Eſq; who died in 1444, and has a monument to his memory in 
Rodely church, was fifth ſon of Thomas Babington, of Dethick, Eſq; by Edith, his wiſe, 
He married Eleanor, daughter of John Beaumont, of Weddeſbury, Eſq; by whom he had 
ſeveral ſons, two of which were prieſts. Thomas, his ſon and heir, is remembered on ths 
father's tomb ; probably he never was married. | 


Another Thomas Babington, Eſq; of the Temple, died in 1567, who lies buried in 
Rodely church; he had alſo ſeveral ſons. Humphrey, his eldeſt ſon, married Margaret, 
daughter of Francis Cave, of Bagrave, Eſq. Matthew, ſettled at Cuſſington, and had 
four wives; he died in 1615 ;—and Zachary Babington, LL. P. Precentor and Prebendary 
of Litchfield, was rector of Cuflington, in this county, and of Sedbury, in the county of 
Derby, and dicd in 1608, 


Thomas Babington, ſon of Humphrey, married, daughter of. Ken - 
dall, of Smitheſby, in the county of Derby, 


Matthew 
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two feet below the ſurface, a croſs plated with filver, and gilt, and 
having behind it a needle and hook as if to faſten to a garment ; at 
a few yards from it, ſome coins of Conſtantine, and a circular piece 
of metal, perhaps a fibula, At the diſtance of 60 yards from the 
ſpot was a teſſelated pavement, a ſquare of about four feet, and 
within a foot of the ſurface of the ground, formed of limeſtone, 
cubes of different colours, which, ſoon after being expoſed to the 


air, changed to grey.” 


Some of the lands at Rothley are extra- parochial. Mr. Ba- 


bington has the great tithes, and is entitled to a ſum of money from 
every one making a purchaſe of lands, within certain towns, in what 


is called his Soke.” Bray's Tour. 


Matthew Babington, of Rodeley-Temple, Eſq; was chofen a Knight of the Shire, ig 
1660, j 


- 


Thomas Babington, of Rodely-Temple, Eſq; was High Sheriff of the county in 1750. 
And the preſent 


Thomas Babington, Eſq; was appointed in the room of Sir Thomas Cave, Bart. who 
died in 1780. Mr. Babington has lately married a fiſter of the Rev. Mr. Macautay, of 
Claybrook, in this county ;- a gentleman who has recently favoured the world with the 
Hiſtory of that place, 
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GOPPESHULL, or GOPSUL HALL, 


HE Seat of Penn Aſheton Curzon, Eſq; ſtands in the weſtern 
direction of the county, about 15 miles from Leiceſter, and 
3 from Boſworth, This magnificent ſeat was built by the late 
Charles Jennens, Eſq; in which he reſided many years, a reſpecta- 
ble and amiable charaQter. The late Mr. Alderman Weſtley, of 
Leiceſter, architect. I believe, the offices, through a miſunder= 


ſtanding, were built by Mr. Hiorn, of Warwick. 


The view annexed, I took by the fide of a fine grove in the plea- 
ſure grounds, and near a beautiful Ionic temple, raiſed on a gentle 


eminence, facing that front ſeen in the engraving. 


On the centre of this temple, (built in memory of the celebrated 
illuſtrator of Virgil, Mr. Edward Holdſworth), is a capital figure 


of Religion, done by Roubillac, holding in one hand the Book of 
Life, and in the other the Croſs. The writing in the book, which 
is unfolded, is now illegible. Round the frieze is an inſcription in 
Greek capitals, tranſlated thus: Thanks be to God who giveth us 
the Vittory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſi. 1 Cor. chap. xv. ver. 57« 


Beneath is a cenotaph, done by Mr. Haywood, topped with 
a vaſe, executed in fine ſtatuary marble of Luna ; On one fide, 
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in relief, is a figure of Genius, penſively reclining. Virgil's tomb is 
repreſented on another ſide, and on the eaſt fide Virgil's buſt and 
various fragments of antiquity are beautifully repreſented. It has 


this inſcription, ſuppoſed to be written by Mr. Jennens : 


« E. HoLpswoRTH, natus 1684, mortuus 1746. 
Inſcriptionem preſtolatus uſque ad 1764, 
Miratis ſorſan, Lector, nec immeritò, 
Hunc; omni laude digniſſimum virum 
Sine ſaxo & ſine nomine corpus 

Tamdiu jacuifle ! . 
Verum iſte Regulus, qui elogium pollicebatur dum per plures annos 
Oratiotibus vel Oratiunculis 
Et verſibus Satyrico-Politicis 
Scribendis, dicendis, & agendis, 
Su denique ſui ipſius elogio 
Inanem fibi' gloriam aucupatum, 
Faniæ interim melioris oblitus, 
Amicis quam dederat ſidem fefellit.” 


| On the North fide : 


« Quod Genius diu ſolicitatus negavit, 
Promiſit enim, nec tamen præſtitit, 
Id deuum impar quidem conatui, 
ſed indignata, 
præſtat amicitia. 


* # © [ . 
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In memoriam viri integerrimi 
EDWARDI HoLDswoRTH, 
De quo, fi magna loqui videar, 
Quod Maronem feliciflime juvenis imitatus, 
Pari felicitate ſenior illuſtravit, defendit ; 
Quod ædes Magdalenas, 
Quas ingenio, eruditione, virtutibus alumnus ornaverat, 
Doctrinà ac peritia architectonicà, 
ab iiſdem ædibus imd & patria 
per temporum iniquitatem extorris, 
Eleganter inſtaurandas curavit ; 
Hoc multò majus: 
Quod adoleſcentes pro virili ſuis artibus imbuit & moribus, 
| Contra degeneris vi vitia, 
Privata ſimul & publica, 
Non minus exemplo quam monitis munivit: 
Illud vero longe maximum, 
Quod mundum Deo natus vicit, 
Quod, Dei mandato obtemperans, 
E gremio almæ matris exivit 
Neſcius quo effet iturus, 
Sed enim civitatem Fundamenta , 
habentem, 
Cujus Architectus eſt Deus, 
Fide vere Abramica, | 
Vers Evan gelica, 


Fatus expectavit. 
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Hzc ni fallor 
Quicquid contra oblatrent pſeudo-politici, 
Hæc conſenſu bonorum omnium, 
Opinionibus quantumvis diverſorum, 


Summa faplentia.” 


The pleaſure grounds are formed on an extenſive ſcale, and poſſeſs 
neatneſs ; they conſiſt of lawns, groves, and temple forms, en- 


riched with water (a). 


* 


(a) * Gopſul (ſays Mar/hall.) was built and laid out at the expence of 100, oool. by the 
late Mr. Jennens, famous for his friendſhip to Handel, and the Pretender. What- 


ever his attachment might be to the fr/ of Muſicians, and the /aft Prince of an exiled fa- 


mily from the throne of theſe kingdoms, we may ſafely conjecture, that he reſigned this 
abode, and the delectable things about it, not perfectly at eaſe. Mr. Jennens might be a 
philoſopher ; but the reflection of being for ever ſeparated from thoſe beauties which were 
the offspring of his own taſte and judgment, and reared and formed, as it were, at his own 
command, at the expence of a princely fortune, might not be altogether comfortable, altho 


he were ſure of meeting, in the Heavenly paradiſe, never to be ſeparated, his dear Handel 


and his beloved Stuart. 


The late Charles Jennens, Eſq; was of an opulent family in Birmingham, that had acqui- 
red an immenſe fortune there in buſineſs. The manor of Gopſul, which was lately in the 
Jennens' family, was in the reign of Elizabeth, in the hands of George Langham, Efq; 
who ſold it to Sir George Haſtings, knight, afterwards Earl of Huntingdon : His grandſon 
ſold it to Sir Thomas Merry, knight, the immediate poſſeſſor before the Jennens”. 


The late Mr, Jennens died without iſſue, in November, 1773, and left his eſtate to his 
nephew, the preſent poſſeſſor, ſon of Aſhton Curzon, Eſq; of Hagley, near Rudgeley, who 


married Mr, Jennens* niece, 
4 B This 


Izc 
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This ſeat is embelliſhed with many good pictures, purchaſed 


chiefly by the late Mr. Jennens. His judgment of pictures, I re. 


member ſome years ago, was queſtioned rather ill-naturedly, in the 


public prints. Some among them, it muſt be acknowledged, are 


but indifferent works ; but, out of the whole might be ſelected x 


capital, if not a numerous, collection of the works of the moſt emi. 


nent artiſts, 


Not having the help of a catalogue of the paintings, when I vif. 


ted this place, my account of them cannot be fo general as I could 


with ; for which reaſon, I have taken but little notice of the 


painter's names, although many of them might be given with ſome 


degree of certainty. 


Salon. --- Claude Eoraine has done two fine Landſcapes, one is 


wonderful in effect. An Old Man's Head is alſo great. Chriſt ta- 


ken from the Croſs, 1s juſtly eſteemed excellent: Death is admira- 


bly depicted in the countenance. Handel, full length, and St. 


Peter's at Rome, are good pictures. Our Saviour aſleep, when an 


infant, is a ſweet and heavenly form. Tobias opening his father's 


eyes, is a charming piece. 


ferent, particularly an Aſcenſion Piece. 


Some others in this room are very indif— 


With-drawing Room. The Holy family, and an old Man and 


Woman, are excellent performances. Another repreſents Pharaoh's 


daughter taking Moſes from the Ruſhes. Two ſmall Heads deſerve 


notice; and alſo a Winter Scene. Here are ſeyeral Holy families. 


Some 
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me * Game, good. A Cat and Dog, quarrelling, are truly 
laughable, and the picture has great merit. Here alſo is Chrif, 


and the Woman of Samaria. 


Hall. --- Sir John Falſtaff, A Darby and Joan, are ſeemingly 
a happy couple: He is fiddling to her ſinging. Here are portraits 
of ſome of Mr. Jennens' friends. The good Samaritan is an ex- 
cellent piece. A Stag's Head, and Goats in another piece, have 


each merit. Here is a fine Bullock, in a Slaughter-Houſe. 


Paſſage. Mary wiping the fert of Jeſus with her hair, is not 
excellent; but three Battle pieces are done with ſpirit. Beſide 
which, are the Holy family ; Windſor Caſtle, and others. 


Dining Room. - Among many others, are two good Heads, 


and ſeveral Scripture pieces. A Villager, with ſpoon meat, is well 
expreſſed; as is alſo an Evening ſcene. A portrait of an old Man, 


is good. Some Chickens are in no inferior ſtyle. - In this room, are 


fx caſes full of (ſeemingly valuable) books, if we may judge by 


their valuable binding: The caſes were locked up, and the family in 


London, when I was there. Burt, 


In the Library, We are told, is a large and valuable collection, in 


caſes alſo, which I very much coveted to ſee open. Over the chim- 
ney piece is a Crucifix, I think, if my memory fail not, the beſt I 
have ever ſeen, The Reſurrection from the Dead is here alſo ; but 


f unlike the other as to merit, that I was ſorry to ſee them compa- 


nions in the ſame room. 


' The 
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The Chapel,--I next ſaw : it is of cedar, and the communion- table 
is a genuine part of the Royal oak tree, which preſerved one of the 
unfortunate Stuarts. Mr. Jennens had the reputation of feeling 


much for that family; their ſufferings reſted near his heart. 


In other apartments of this hank I ſaw a dead Saviour, fine ; 
and many better Heads, in ſeparate frames, than are frequently met 
with. Three Boys and a Dog, have much merit ; and a dead Game 
Piece, very excellent. Eneas carrying his father from the deſtrue- 
tion of old Troy, is a good piece : The father's countenance is finely 
expreſſed. Another, on the ſame ſubje&, is bad. Several Battle 
pieces, have merit; beſide thoſe mentioned above. Here is a fine 
original of Shakeſpear's Head. Oyſters, and Fruit, are good. A 
Moonlight piece, is excellent; as is alſo Our Saviour aſleep. Here 


are, in this houſe of courſe, feveral portraits of the Stuart family ; 


and ſome fine Heads of the Lords who ſuffered in their cauſe. The 
late Pretender's Miſtreſs is not forgotten. In the family picture- 
room are 18 portraits. 


GUME ET HAL. 


\ 


E Seat of Joſeph Cradock, Eſq; is fituated on an eminence, 


nearly at an equal diſtance from each of the turnpike-roads 


which lead from Leiceſter to Northampton; its diſtance from the 


former about 12 miles, and from the latter 22, Th 
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The ſwells of the earth, which happily abound near this dwelling, 
have caſt the pleaſure grounds into agreeable ſhades : Nature has 
been bountiful in the formation of this little paradiſe; and taſte is 
every where conſpicuous. The plantation, as it is called, was ori- 
ginally made by the late Rev. Mr. Hanbury, for ſale; he had a 
leaſe for 39 years ; but the unexpired term of 16 was purchaſed by 
the preſent poſſeſſor. The walks through the plantation have, for 
ſeveral years, been open to the public : it is a faſhionable retreat, in 
ſummer, for company from Leiceſter, and the neighbourhood. The 
views hence are extenſive and delightful : from a hill near the man- 
ſion, on the road to Laughton, you have a moſt extenſive proſpect ; 
it extends from beyond Atherſtone on one fide, to the extent of the 
vale beyond Rockingham Caſtle on the other. The view from the 
north eaſt front is remarkably beautiful; one towards Kibworth- 
Beauchamp I have often admired, not only for its diſtance, but for 
the numberleſs intervening objects on the middle ground, which for 
pictureſque beauty are ſcarcely equalled in the county (a). 


Gumley, from time immemorial, has been famous for its Fox- 
earths; they are now, occaſionally ſtopped by Mr. Meynel, who 


hunts from this place; and by Lord Spencer who hunts 70 i# from 
Althorpe. 


The houſe was built about the year 1764, by the preſent poſ- 


(a) The two views of Gumley Groves annexed, were taken in oppoſite directions; they 


ſhew the ſame ſheet of water. No. 2, in the ſame plate, ſhews a part of Chatley foreſt. 
No. 4, See Excurſions, page 293. 


4 C ſeſſor. 
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ſeſſor (a). The whole of the rooms are not fitted up; one is an 
octagon, 20 feet diameter, and 20 feet high. In a good parlour, [ 
ſaw a fine picture, ſaid to be done by Guido but the Library de. 
ſerves particular notice. Some of the valuable books which it con. 
tains, by the permiſſion of the owner, I ſhall cites : The 
Grævii et Gronovii Theſaurus, of Greek and Roman Antiquities, in 
25 vols. large paper; - firſt edition of Suetonius in Menſe Sextili 
Pauli, for there is a pirated edition of this ; -- Dr. Bentley's Mani- 
lius, with his manuſcript notes, theſe have chiefly been printed ; -- 
a ſmall Tra, by Voltaire, printed at his own private preſs, and a 
Letter from him written in Engliſh ; -- and Milton's Euripides, in 
2 vols. quarto, of which Mr. Jodrel, in his late Illuſtration of 
Euripides, gives the annexed account (5). Beſides theſe, there is 


a col- 


(a) Joſeph Cradock, Eſq; is a deſcendant from an ancient family at Swanſea, in South 
Wales. He married Anna Franceſca Stratford, third daughter of F. Stratford, Eſq; of 
Merevale-Hall, Warwickſhire, and ſerved the office of High-Sherif for this county, in 


1767. 


(3) a It appeared, that Milton read Euripides with critical attention from the margin of 
his edition, in which ſeveral paſſages were corrected by him, and ſome of his propoſed 
readings have been inſerted by Barnes in his edition: His book afterwards came into the 
poſſeſſion of the late Dr. Birch, Secretary of the Royal Society, where Dr. Muſgrave in- 
forms me, that he 8 to have ſeen it: Dr. Birch on his death left his Library to 
the Britiſh Muſæum; but on enquiry I find that the Euripides of Milton is not in the rum- 
ber of thoſe books there depoſited. I have fince diſcovered that it is now in the poſſeſſion of 


Dr. Johnſon, who in his life of Milton has the following anecdote : “ The books, in which 
= his 
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Teollection of the beſt editions of the Claſſics, many in large paper ; 
and a firſt edition of Eraſmus's Greek Teſtament. 1 


LAUMND 42 


POUEWN in the annexed plate, is now occupied by John Simp- 
— ſon, Eſq. Its tranfition, or change, from a religious ſanctuary 
to a family reſidence, has been effected with eaſe, and at a little ex- 
pence : You may now trace the remains of the former in almoſt every 
part of it. The other views, in the ſame plate, are, Beaumanor old 
Hall, noticed page 228. Ouſton Priory ruin, page 86, and 390, in 
the Supplementary volume; and Gracedieu ruin, page 52, and 460, 


in the Supplementary volume, 


his daughter, who uſed to read to. him, repreſented him as moſt delighting, after Homer, 
which he could almoſt repeat, were Ovid's Metamorphoſes and Euripides: His Euripides is 
by Mr. Cradock's kindneſs now in my hands; the margin is ſometimes noted ; but I have' 
found nothing remarkable.“ On application to Dr. Johnſon, I have had the pleaſure'to 
inſpe& the book, and 1 diſcover that the edition is that of Paul Stephens : It is now the 
property of Joſeph Cradock, Eſq; of Gumley, in the county of Leiceſter, and is authen- 
ticated to have belonged to Milton, from his name prefixed to the firſt volume, written by 
himſelf, with an account of it by Dr. Birch; if any thing eſſential ſhould have been td: 
by Barnes, I propoſe to inſert it, with the conſent of the preſent owner, among my Anno- 


tations-on-the- Greek text, ſince Mr, Cradock has indulged me with the peruſal.” 
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This Abbey, or rather Priory, is noticed in page 34. The cha- 
pel is a neat place of worſhip, Burton mentions a monument for 
Thomas Chaworth, Eſq; and Alicia, his wife: He died in 1485. 


And, in the chapel windows the arms of Aleſbury, Baſſet the 
founder, Chaworth, Alfreton, and Kaynes. „ 


“ Laund, after its ſuppreſſion, was the feat and burying- place of 
Gregory, Baron Cromwell, ſon of Thomas, Earl of Eſſex.“ (a) 


This dwelling ſtands in a ſequeſtered ſpot, near the borders of 
Rutlandſhire, eaſtwardly of Leiceſter about 13 miles, from whence 
the proſpects are confined on every ſide. 


The water ſeen in the view, has 4 pretty effect toward Withcote, 
which lies within a mile of this place; but there is nothing more, 
much attracting near it, but the plantations at Withcote, and the 
gentle ſwells of the country which here abound. 


(a) Nichols, John Simpſon, Eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor, was fon and heir of John 


Simpſon, Eſq; Receiver-General for the county, who was a reſident at Leiceſter, in one of 


the moſt pleaſant dwellings in that place, now occupied by Mr. Carter, Attorney at Law. 
Mr. Simpſon married Jane, daughter of John Finch, of Dudley, Eſq; and ſerved 
the office of High- Sheriff for the county, in 1775,—Laund, and the fine eſtate adjoining, 


was purchaſed by Mr. Simpſon, not many. years ſince, ſor a ſym, I am told, ſomewhere 
about 10,0001. 
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LEESTHORP HALL 


THE Seat of John Suffield Brown, Eſq; ſtands near the Oak- 


1 ham road from Nottingham through Melton ; from the late 


ter 4 miles, and from Leiceſter about 14, eaſtwardly. 


This ſeat as an object to thoſe who paſs near it, on the turnpike- 
road, is not very attracting ; but the front, on the oppoſite direction, 
which is ſcen in the view, has ſome embelliſhments of nature and 
of 1. gracefully pleaſing. The groves or plantations on the right, 
near the houſe, are ſeated on the declivity of a hill, and form a hap- 
py ſhade near an excellent ſheet of water, diverſified with pleaſing 
objects. The water is bounded by a line neither in the form of a 
canal, nor that made by a compais: it changes its appearance at 
every change of poſition ; in no point of view, where the dwelling _ 
is in union on this fide, is it diſpleaſingly formal. The little imi- | 


tation of a ruin, is better ſeen at a diſtance than near. 


On the left of this ſeat, near it, in the ſame point of view, the : 
grounds are rather deſtitute of trees ; or in other words they are not 
| grouped to pleaſe the eye as they are ſeen happily on the right. In 
4D general, 
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general, however, Leeſthorp, and its appendages, form a pleaſing 
field picture (a). 


DCINDLET 4 L. 


FTE Seat of Robert Abney, Eſq; ſtands withim 4 miles of 
Hinkley, and 15 of Leiceſter, on the borders of the county, 
ſouth-weſtwardly. 


This place is memorable for being the poſſeſſion of John Hard- 
wick; who led the Earl of Richmond to the field of battle and 
victory; and afterwards partly the poſſeſſions of William Burton, 
Eſq; the firſt Leiceſterſhire hiſtorian. 5 


Lindley-Hall was built by Samuel Bracebridge, Eſq; who reſi- 
ded here till his death, in 1736. The village of that name went to 


(a) Of the family of Suffield Brown, Eſq; died Rowland Brown, Eſq; of Leeſthorp, 
@ 1712, aged 72, | 

John Brown, of Leeſthorp,. Eſq; who died in 1734, aged 61, was Treaſurer of the So- 
tiety of Lincoln's Inn. To whoſe memory there is a handſome monument in Pickwell 


church, in this county. He was a gentleman, through.life, much eſteemed by all who 
knew him.” - 


John Suffield Browns Eſq; eldeſt ſon of the preſent owner of this manſion, is now 7 
Captain in the Leiceſterſhire Militia. 
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decay, by Burton's account, ſo long ago as the year 1500. Here 


was an old manor houſe nearly on the ſcite of the preſent building, 


inhabited ſome time by Burton. 


The chapel is in ruin: nothing remains but a fide wall and one 
end wall, which give us neither an idea of magnitude nor grandeur, 


It ſtands a few paces, in the grounds or paddock, from the houſe. 


The ſituation of Lindley Hall is rather on a flat part of the 
county, neither favourable for the ſight of diſtant objects, nor to be 
ſeen from far. Beyond the approach to this dwelling, which is 
ornamented with ſome tall ſpreading trees, ſeen in the engraving, it 
appears naked of feld embelliſhments, more ſo than many I have 
ſeen; yet it is capable, I judge, of much. There is a large plot of 
ground before the houſe, favourable to water and to trees of orna- 
ment, compatible with the magnitude and ſtile of the manſion, 
which is neither whimſical nor ſplendid ;- but is neat and chaſte in 
its component parts (). 

(a) Robert Abney, Eſq;' the preſent poſſeſſor of Lindley Hall, is ſon of Robert Abneys- 


of Meaſham, Eſq; and married Ann, daughter of Samuel Bracebridge, Eſq; who built 
the family reſidence, —He ſerved the office of High Sheriff for Leiceſterſhire, in 1777. 
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LODDINGTON HALL, 


3 Seat of Charles Morris, Fſq; is ſituated at the eaſtern 
angle of the county, about 14 miles irom Leiceſter, and 7 


from Uppingham. 


This place is ſeated low ; but enriched with bold eminences, woods 


and water, the former in almoſt every direction. It is ſheltered from 


the northern winds by lofty trees. In the ſouth, the grounds are | 
large, diverſified with hill and dale, affording to fine cattle luxu- | 


riant paſturage. 


From the eminence I took the drawing, which is engraved to ac- 


_ 


. ths g . 
company this account, you look down upon the houſe at a conſider- 


1 3 77 A 77 4 
able diſtance, over an extending ſheet of water formed likè 4 canal, 


The building is plain and not lofty; but in the ſummer particu- 


larly, this abode muſt be deſirable; the tranſition froin hill to val- 


ley, from valley to water, and from water to the ſhady groves and 


woods, is eaſy and pleaſurable. 


In a field, about a mile from this manſion-houſe, (called the 


conduit cloſe) is a remarkable building, conſiſting of a ſtone roof 


which covers two wells, one a ſquare and the other round; the 


water 
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water ſtands about two feet deep in each, and is remarkably clear 


and pure. From hence the water was conveyed: to Laund-Abbey 
by leaden pipes, at the diſtance of a mile through woodlands. It 
is ſituate about two miles from Noutback Hill, a place, where it 
appears, there was a Roman ſtation, The entrenchments are ſtill 
perfectly viſible to the ſouth ; and there are two ſmall entrench- 
ments about half a mile from it, upon hills facing the ſouth, that 
command the country for many miles. In ſupport of the opinion 
that this was a Roman ſtation, many coins have been dug up of the 


Roman Emperors, moſt of which are now in the poſſeſſion of Mr. 
Morris (a). 


A plantation, near the church, ſtands upon ſwampy ground, occa- 
ſioned by a ſpring which overflows. This ſpring has ſtrong petrify- 
ing powers; whatever falls therein, ſuch as moſs, graſs, ſprigs of 
trees, &c. are found petrified, lying in all directions in the tren- 


ches about this plantation. This ſpring water has been found uſe- 
ful for diſorders in the eyes. 


(a) I faw no infeription in the church of Loddington to the memory of any of Mr. 
Morris's anceſtors. Edmund Morris, Eſq; was. choſen to repreſent this county in parka- 
ment with Lord William Manners, in 1722. Edmund Mortis of Loddington, Eſq; ſerved 
the office of High- Sheriff for the county, in 1746; and the preſent Charles Morris, of 
Loddington, Eſqz in 1779, who at one of the eatlieſt meetings at the Caſtle of Leiceſter, 
to take the ſenſe of the coungy teſpecting a. Navigation to Leiceſter, ſhewed himſelf » 
warm and powerful advocate in its favor, in a ſpeech received wich due — and *. 
plauſe. His ſon and heir is now, I believe, a cornet of horſe, 


a8 - .. Loddington, 
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 Loddington, by the old foundations frequently dug up, appears to 
have been conſiderably larger. In old writings it was * Ln. 


end- toune. 


Motto of the Morris family. YAM SERVARE MNT EM. 


— 


MISTERTON HAL E, 


8 Seat of J. H. Franks, Eſq; ſtands at an eaſy diſtance 
from Lutterworth, and about 1 5 miles from Leiceſter. The 


view engraved, ſhews, in the back ground, the town of Lutter- 


worth. The houſe is ſmall, and the pleaſure grounds correſpond ; 


| It is backed by ſome agreeable plantations and water, It contains a 
| fimall, but valuable collection of pictures: (a) 


With-drawing Room. - Here is a beautiful Flower piece; and a 
Setting Sun, in a landſcape of fine effect. Three Angels, from the 


band of Rembrant ; and a Scripture Piece, by Gervas, are excellent. 


(a) The Franks have not been long reſidents here. There is nothing in the church at 
Miſterton relative to this family. This place was formerly the inheritance of the Poultneyy 
of great reſpectability. Michael Poultney, Eſq; lies buried in the church at Miſterton, 
- where there is a tomb of no inferior workmanſhip placed to his memory, His figuze thereon 

is one of the fineſt pieces of ſculpture in he county. 
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A Moonlight Piece ſhews great merit in the artiſt, Fruit, by Bio- 
mart ; Flowers, by Haynes; and Cottagers, by Tenters, - I need 


not ſay, are each excellent performances. 


Dining-Room. --- Here is a Piece of Domeſtic Fowls, and a 


Portrait or two by Rubens, and other Pieces of merit. But Jordan 
of Antwerp has furniſhed this room with a delightful piece ; himſelf 
and family coming from a Flemiſh market: The principal figure is 
an old Man loaded with a Doe, who ſweats and labours under his 

burden; the other figures, in the groupe, are, the Painter with his 
Brother's wife, a child, a dog, and horſe : The laughing figure, is 
all but alive; the boy! is happy, journeying wal dead Birds upon a 
pole, merrily piping as he goes. 


NORMANTON TURYVILLE, 


HE Seat of Holled Smith, Eſq; ſo called from the Tourville's 

or Turvill's, who for many generations inhabited this place. 
The family is now extinct, but its antiquity will long remain among 
vs, The firſt of the Turville's, known in England, came over 
with William the Conqueror, and was at the battle of Haſtings ; 
after which he was rewarded with ſeveral Knight's fees. 
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Edward Roe Yoe, Eſq; ſome time Member of Parliament for 
the City of Coventry, and who died at the age of 4o, in 1782, 
dwelt here immediately preceding Mr. Smith. (a) 


This dwelling, as may be ſeen by the engraving, is ancient; the 
front is of ſtucco work. Mr. Yoe built the ſtables, enlarged 
the gardens, and made or much improved the canals, which are 
very extenſive, and in ſome places produce the happieft effect; theſe, 
aided by Croft Hill, which is ſeen in the back ground of the view, 
with the adjacent country, although rather on a level, diverſify the 


pleaſing views ſeen near this place. 


No. 3, (6), in the plate facing this page, is one, among a num- 
ber of beautiful water ſcenes, which renders Norman Hall des 
lightful. In looking from the bridge, which extends over the 
water near the houſe, tranſverſely or in a right direction down the 
gentle ſtream, every thing within the compaſs of your fight pro- 
duceth the happieſt effect; towards which, the water, which is 


marked with a fine curved line, contributes not a little. When 


(a) Holled Smith, Eſq. the preſent poſſeſſor of Normanton Hall, purchaſed this eſtate, 
and the manor of Baſſet houſe, ſoon after the death of Mr. Voe. In that manſion he has 
reſided almoſt ever ſince. It ſands about g miles from Leiceſter, and 4 from Hinkley. 


3) The three other views in the fame plate are, No. 1, a view noticed in page 455. 
Excurſions. No. 2, is an Abbey Meadow view of Leiceſter, ſeen at its extreme edge near 
Belgrave Mill. No. 4, Belgrave Mill, is noticed page 12, Excurſions, 
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your ſtation 1s below, in the meadows, your eye 1s attracted by the 
rich appearance towards the bridge, which bounds your fight, par- 


tially hidden by the bowery objects near it. 


Theſe words convey a very faint idea of the pleaſure I received, 


when J viewed this charming ſtudy for a painter of water imagery. 
[19 1 a 


1 | 18 * 10 (TY 


"FOSELEY HA EL. 


HE Seat of Charles Heſelrige, Eſq; ſtands at the diſtance of 
1 about 10 miles from Leiceſter, eaſtwardly, between the Har- 
borough and Uppingham roads, and has been long the reſidence of 
Mr, Heſelrige's anceſtors. It is notable for being the dwelling of 
Sir Arthur Heſelrige, Bart. an aQtive gentleman in the laſt century, 
and a confident of the great Cromwell. Sir Arthur was one of the 


five members impeached by Charles I. (a) 
4 F The 
215 1 No Lo: 

(a) This family claim deſcent from Simon de Haſelrig, lord of Watteſade, and Weſt 
Brunton, in Northumberland, in the time of Edward I, The fon of him was Simon de 
Haſelrig, who was father of William de Haſelrig, of Fawdon, in Northumberland, 36th of 
Edward III who by Joan his wife, had iſſue, Thomas, the zoth of Richard IT. Thomas 
married Iſabel, daughter and coheir of Sir Roger Heron, knight, by Margaret, daughter 
of Sir Ralph Haſtings, knight, which Margaret was ſole heireſs to her mother, Iſabel, 

daughter 
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The Hall is now without thoſe pleaſing appendages which 
it formerly had: The woody ſcenery with which it was once em. 
bowered, is no more; many of thoſe friendly ornaments, which 
once ſheltered it from ſtorms and tempeſt, the ax has removed for 


ever. 


- 


The 


daughter of Sir Robert de Sadington, knight. This match brought the Noſeley eſtate inte 
the family. 


Thomas Heſelrige, Eſq; ſon and heir, was High Sheriff of this county, in the reign of 
Henry VII. He died in 1647. 


William, ſon and heir of Thomas, married Elizabeth, daughter and coheir of Thomas 
Staunton, of Staunton-Harold, Eſq. His ſon, Thomas, was Squire of the body to Henry 
VIII. and had, by his wife, Lacks: denver of Thomas Entwiſſell, Eſq; ten ſons and ten 
daughters. Bertin Heſel:ige, of Noſeley, Eſq; 1653, married Ann, daughter of John 
Southhill, Eiq; and was ſucceeded by Miles, his ſon; who by Bridget, daughter of Sir 
Thomas Griffin, knight, had iſſue, Thomas, who took to wife, Urſula, daughter of Sir 
Thomas Andrew, knight, and had iſſue, 4g: 


Sir Thomas Heſelrige, of Noſeley, knight, who the 1oth of James I. was High Sherif 
of the county, and in the ſame reign was advanced to the dignity of a Baronet ; and died in 


1629. His ſucceſſor was 


Sir Arthur Heſelrige, Bart, the friend of Cromwell, the protector; from whom, in the 


year 1650, he received the following letter, the day before the fight at Dunbar : 


«« Deere Sir, wee are upon an engagement very difficult, the enemie hath blocked up our 
way att the paſſe at Copperſpeth, thorough which wee canott gett without almoſt a miracle. 
He lyeth ſoe upon the hills, that wee knowe not how to come that way without great difi- 
culty ; and our lying here dayly conſumeth our men, whoe fall ſicke beyond immagination- 
1 perccave your forces are not in a capacitye for preſent releife, wherefore (whatever be- 


comes 
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3 


The Hall retains ſome good portraits of the late Sir Arthur's friends; 
beſides thoſe of Charles of Sweden; an Emperor Peter; Heads of 
Rembrant, Titian, Michael Angelo, Raphael, and other eminent ar- 


tiſts. 


becomes of us) itt will be well for you to gett what forces you can together in the ſouth, 
to helpe what they can, the buſineſſe neerly concerneth all good people. If your forces had 
beene in readineſſe to have fallen upon the back of Copperſpeth, itt might have occaſioned 
{applies to have come to us, but the only wife God knowes what is beſt, all ſhall worke for 
good, our ſpirits are comfortable, (praiſed be the Lord, of whoſe mercy wee have had large 
experience). Indeed, doe you gett together what forces you can againſt them, Send to 
ſrendes in the ſouth to help with more. Lett H. Vane knowe what I write. I would not 
make it publick leaſt danger ſhould accrue thereby. You know what uſe to make hereoff, 


Let me heare from you. I reſt your ſervant, 
e LIV EX.“ 


ce Itt is difficult for me to ſend to you, lett me heare from (you) after.“ 
Sept. 3, 1650. 


For the Hen. Sir Ar. Haſelridge, at Newcaſtle, or elſewhere, Theaſe. Haſte.“ 


Sir Arthur was one of the moſt active men on the ſide of parliament, in theſe parts. At 
the beginning of the troubles, he was at Leiceſter, at the head of the committee for confiſca- 
ting property, and the raiſing of forces; aſſiſting the Lord Lieutenant, and the parlia- 
ment's Sheriff, on every other occaſion that required aid and exertion, He died in 1660. 


He had two wives; by his ſecond wife, Dorothy, he left iſſue, 5 


** Sir Thomas Heſelrige, Bart. who, by the regiſter, in the hands of Arthur Heſelrige, 
Eſq; (from which I have taken the following) was buried the 26th of May, 1679. His 


ſucceſſor, 
« Sir Thomas Heſelrige, Bart. was buried 20th July, 1698, 
© Sir Robert Heſelrige, Bart. was buried in 1713. 


** Sir Robert Heſelrige, Bart. was buried in May, 1721. 
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tiſts. Here are Bacchus' tomb, near Rome; Janus' Temple; Her. 
cules; the monument of Cleopatra; and an antique Vaſe at Rome, 
on pannels. 


Cromwell 


« Sir Arthur Heſelrige, Bart. was buried April Sch, 1763.“ 


The chapel of Noſeley, where theſe, and their relatives lie buried, has been one of the 


moſt delightful ever ſeen in Leiceſterſhire ; but now, alas! 


The altar is of wood, painted well in imitation of marble. It conſiſts of one ſpacious lofty 
aiſle. At the eaſt end of the chancel is a window of painted glaſs; in the centre of which 


are the arms of Heſelrige, but it is ſo diſguiſed with filth, that you cannot diſtinguiſh much 


of the other figures. 


On the north ſide of the chancel, the above-mentioned Sir Arthur Heſelrige, Bart. and 


his two wives, are remembered on a monument of alabaſter. He is figured between 


them in armour, with his truncheon in his hand ; below which, are figured alſo, 12 pretty 


children; ſix of them hold a human ſkull each in their hand. The eldeſt, the monument 


ſays, was by Dame Dorothy, of rare endowments ; he died in his 12th year, 1649, The 


monument informs us, That he was a lover of liberty, and delighted in ſober company; 


he died in 1660.” His wife, Frances, died in 1632; and his wife, Dorothy, in 1650, It 


appears that he had heavy loſſes in his family after the King was beheaded, in 1648 ;—for 


his eldeſt ſon, we find, died in 1649; and his laſt wife, in 1650. 


An oval tablet informs us, that in the vault lies interred, Sir- Arthur Heſelrige, Bart. who 


died in 1763. *© He was an affectionate huſband, a loving father, and a ſincere friend.” 


A monument, near the laſt-named, is to the memory of Sir Arthur Heſelrige, Knight 


and Baronet, who while he lived, . Was intruſted with offices of great truſt and power in 


the country, He was prudent and of impartial juſtice, of great temperance and ſobriety.” 


He died in 1629, aged 66. Eight boys and ſix girls are in the act of prayer below the 


figures of himſelf and wife. 


Sir Robert Heſelrige, Bart. is remembered on a large table monument, who married a 


daughter of Lord Maynard, and died in 1721, aged 55, 


O 
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Cromwell, and Charles the Firſt are preſerved here among paintings 
of inferior note ; they are peaceable companions in this place ; and 


might have been in another, but for ambition. 


4 G On 


On the oppoſite ſide, is a monument to the memory of Lady Elizabeth Heſelrige, wife 
of Sir Thomas Heſelrige, Bart. ſhe died in 1673; a long inſcription of her virtues and 


good qualities, is ſummed up in theſe words: She was the Phenix of her Sex.“ 


On the ſame fide is an ordinary monument to Sir Robert Heſelrige, Bart. who died in 


1713. His wife, Bridget, died in 1697, 
On the floor, Samuel Heſelrige. defaced. 


An old broken marble, I judge, has date 1400. 


Another, © Hie Jacet Margareta uxor John Blicket quond Vie — —. 


A ſtone remembers three children of Thomas Heſelrige, Eſq. It bears-theſe lines: 


«« Words writ in duſt the wind ſhall blow awaye, 
Nor braſs nor marble have a laſtinge fame, 

What tyme brings forth, on tyme it will decaye, 
Virtue alone begets a living fame. 

The world muſt end, and tyme ſhall be no more, 


But what's in Heavene, in Heavene layed up in ſtore.“ 


Another flat ſtone has the outlines of a man and woman thereon. Several other flat ones 
are put, to remember the deceaſed of this family. 


Sir Arthur Heſelrige, who died in 1763, left his eftate to his youngeſt ſon, Charles Hes 
ſelrige, Efq; who ſerved the office of High Sheriff in 1770. At the aſſze, he made an 
4 


extraordinary appearance : His carriage was drawn by ſix fine blood cheſnut horſes, which it 
was ſaid coſt 00. He had in his ſuite, 30 javelin men, clothed in green, and buff collars, 
buſt 
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On looking round me, at leaving this once honoured manſion, 1 
could ſcarcely help repeating an old hacknied phraſe, about the mu- 
tability of things on earth. 


BSLASTON. HALL 


ORMERLY the Seat of the Mundays, now that of Joſias 


Cockſhut, Eſq; ſtands due W. from Leiceſter, 19 miles ; 
from Market-Boſworth about two. 


The greateſt part of the Lordſhip, and the Hall, were purchaſed, 
ſome few years ſince, by Mr. Cockſhut (a). 


Here is nothing much attracting, neither in the ſituation of this 


dwelling, nor in its field ornaments; the grounds about it are laid 


buff waiſtcoats, and buff breeches ; he gave them ſtockings, hats, and gloves, The pro- 
ceſſion was conducted by a Marſhal ; two trumpeters, with ſilk flags; finely emblazoned 
thereon the arms of the family. There were alſo two French-horn men, who preceded the 
the cavalcade ; two ſervants out of livery, ſeveral footmen, and two pages, in light hand- 


ſome dreſſes, on each fide of the carriage. 


(a) Joſias Cockſhut, Eſq; ſerved the office of High- Sheriff ſor the county, in 17891 


foon after he made this place his family refidence, 8 
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gut in hedge row incloſures, in rather ſmall diviſions. The manſion 


js of brick and ſtone, rather low, but not inelegant. 


Within are ſome good rooms, furniſhed with a few paintings 
from the pencils of, I apprehend, Wright of Derby, and Boultbee 
of Loughborough. One, by the former gentleman, is an excellent 
dea view, through an aperture of a rock. Its companion is in the 
ſame room, near as excellent, a Moonlight piece. In another 


room are four good Horſes, by Boultbee; a Mare and Foal do him 


infinite credit, 


The Munday family, who formerly reſided here, was of great re- 
ſpectability. In this county, early in the preſent century, the 
name was almoſt idolized by the then anti-miniſterialiſt, called Jaco- 
bites and Tories. Without particularizing electioneering buſineſs, we 


may juſt remark, that one of the family, by a violent conteſt, in 1719, 


very much injured his fortune and his health: he died ſoon after. 


Wrightſon Munday was choſen to repreſent this county in parlia- 


ment, with Edward Smith, Eſq; in 1747. 


PRESTIFOQOULD @AASL, 


HE Seat of Charles James Packe, Eſq; ſtands near the borders 


| of Nottinghamſhire ; due north from Leiceſter, 12 miles, 
| and 
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and about an equal diſtance from Nottingham ; from Loughborough 


Mr. Pack has, within a few years, made great improvements 
and additions to this manſion. Its fituation is not favourable to the 
eye which delights in proſpects various and diſtant, although the 
country hereabouts lies much above the common level of the plains 
in Leiceſterſhire, Stanford-Hall, a neighbouring ſeat, is an object 
every where in view in or near Charnwood-foreſt, or Loughborough, 
where Preſtwould- Hall is boſomed in obſcurity. As a near object, 
however, it has ſome pleaſing attractions : the grounds before it are 
ſpacious, and poſſeſs much of a park-like appearance zand the houſe, 
in many points of view, ſhows itſelf delightfully ſhaded with wood; 


a neatneſs and correſpondence pervades the whole edifice, which is 
of conſiderable magnitude. 


It has been ſaid, that the great transfer of property in the laſt cen- 


tury, brought ſomething conſiderable from the Skipwiths' family of 
Cotes, into that of the Packs (a). 


The 


(a) Of this family was Chriſtopher Pack, once Lord Mayor of London, whoſe office it 
was, by order of parliament, to proclaim Charles the Firſt a traitor. This gentleman died 
in 1682, and was buried in Preſtwould church, where a monument is placed to his memory. 
In the vault alſo of this church lie ſeveral of this family, (ſee page 111, Excurſions) among 
whom is Simon Pack, to whoſe memory there are placed the following lines ;— 

« Sub hoc marmore tumulantur reliquiz Simon Packe, armigeri, militumque prefectoris; 


filius natu minimus fuit Chriſtopheri Packe, de Cotes, in agro Leiceſtrienſi, armigeri, nu- 
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The manſion of the former is now a ruin; but not a ſplendid 


One. 


SUENBDY. HAMK. 


TIE Caſtle-like Seat of Shuckburgh Aſhby, Eſq; is ſituate at 
the diſtance of nearly 7 miles from Leiceſter (a). This no- 


ble manſion was built in the reign of Elizabeth ; but had, before 


Mr. Aſhby came into the poſſeſſion of the eftate, become a roofed 
5 

per civitatis Londini prætoris. Tam fuit expertus quam animoſus in armis, & in aperta 
pericula libertatem regis & patriæ ad propugnandam ſe ſæpe projecerat; miro prædi- 
tus ingenio, liberalis, affabilis, optimus amicus, & propter ſuam ſummam humanitatem om- 
nes ad fe allicit. Quadrageſimo octavo anno ætatis ſu mortem obiit ſecundo die Aprilis 
annoque Domini 1701.” D. 4 

Charles James Packe, Eſq; the preſent owner of the manſion, ſerved the office of High 
Sheriff for the county in 1766. His firſt wife Charlotte, daughter of Thomas Pochin, of 
Barkby, Eſq; died in 1772. His eldeſt ſon, Charles James Packe, Eſq; is Lieutenant- 
Colonel of the Leiceſterſhire Militia, to which he ſucceeded at the death of the late Duke 


of Rutland, when his uncle, George Pochin, Eſq; obtained the command of ihat regiment, 


(a) The family of Aſhby, from whom the owner of this ſeat is a deſcendant, came over 
with William the Conqueror. Several of this reſpectable family lie buricd at Blaby church, 
in this county, 216 at Hungerton; at the latter church is a heavy monument for George 
Aſhby, Eſq; who died in 1772. The preſent poſſeſſor of Quenby-Hall, was Higli- Sheriff 
for the county in 17 583 and choſen, at the death of Mr. Darker, to repreſent che Borough 
of Leiceſter in parliament, A. P. 1 784. 5 1 1 " 
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ruin. This gentleman has expended very conſiderable ſums of mo- 
ney not only on its reparation, but on its internal elegance and fur. 
niture. His Library has a ſuperb appearance, and the books are 
eſteemed' valuable: His collection of prints are the beſt I have ſeen 
out of caſes in Leiceſterſhire ; among which are Titian's Lord's Sup. 
per, engraved by Mafon ; St. Agnes, by Dominichino Zampero ; and 
Romulus and Remus, engraved by Strange; Death of Seneca, by 
Jordani, engraved by Ravenet; Charles the Firſt, by Vandyke, en- 
graved by Strange. 


Some of the views from this ſeat, and others to it, abound 
with rich ſcenery. The landſcapes from it, are formed to 
command delight : At hand, there are extenſive incloſures, ſtock- 
ed with fine cattle, both on the hills and in the vallies beneath; 
ſome of which are exquiſitely wooded; beyond, on the middle 
ground, every thing that field diverſity can preſent you with that 
is lovely, except water, lies before you. As to the diſtant moun- 
tains of the Peak in Derbyſhire, terraced with ſubordinate broad 
objects, they are penciled with the ſweeteſt harmonious touches by 
the diſtant atmoſphere. Thofe views towards this feat, in the val- 
lies near, have a more confined, but not leſs magnificent appearance 
they are like, but with leſs formality, the elevations of a grand edi- 
fice, drawn by an eminent architect, to captivate his employer, in 
which you ſee every part and every faſcinating ornament diſtin, 
This noble building, in one valley ſouthwardly, at no great diſtance 
from it, has more of a caſtle form and caſtle ſcite than is eaſily 


imagined, 
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imagined. I had to lament here, and at ſome other places in this 
county, that my engagements with the public, in this particular, 


muſt end with a certain Number of Views. 


In a gravel pit, not far from Quenby, are found ſome curious 
foflils, ſeveral of them are in the form and ſize of a ſcollop ſhell, 


others, that of a worm : one of the latter I gathered, and is repre- 


ſented plate 4, page 114, Excurſions. 


2UORNDOMN HALT, 


HE Seat of Hugo Meynell, Eſq; junior, is fituate about nine 

miles from Leiceſter, and three from Loughborough. As 
an object alone, ſeen in the view annexed, it has but little to attract; 
but taken altogether as a picture, it exhibits one of the prettieſt open 
views in this collection. The elevation of a houſe, where pictu- 
reſque effect is intended, can only be a ſecondary object. In this 
Inſtance, I doubt not but the candour of the poſſeſſor will acknow- 
ledge the propriety of theſe remarks, and readily excuſe the liberty 
I have taken, in ſhewing more of the offices of his manſion, than 
the manſion itſelf, 
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1 The grand repreſentation, in the back ground of this View, is 
| well known in Leiceſterſhire ; the foreſt hills reſting behind Budden 
wood. From Barrow cliff, where I took the view, the Soar is ſcen 
ſweetly ſerpentining, and the bridge, over it, ſerves as an excellent 


break in the middle ground of the view. 


Quorndon-hall is neither very large nor magnificent; it is built in 
a plain, neat ſtyle, retaining, apparently, every convenience for a fa- 
mily refidence. It was purchaſed by the father of the preſent pol. 


ſeſſor about 40 years ago, of Lawrence, Earl Ferrers. (a) 


Within, it is enriched, as may be expected, with ſome good 


| 


— BU nt >= 
— — G : - 


paintings of horſes, 


This Hall was ſome time fitted up for the accommodation of the 


— yp © — = 
1 a — 
— r 6 
— —— — 
——ů— —ñM — — 0M 1 


. 


Subſcribers to the Hunt, ſome of which were the prime Nobility of 
the kingdom, where they were furniſhed with every neceſſary as at 
a firſt-rate Tavern in London, by a perſon who had been in the 
ſervice of Mr, Meynell, the elder. (See page 261, Excurſions.) 

| This 


* SED -» — 
» — 
1 . — ot — - — 
Saw 33 — > — by 
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(a) Hugo Meynell, Eſq; the purchaſer, eſleemed the Prince of Fox-hunters, is a de- 


—_ — — — 


ſeendant of a very reſpectable family in Derbyſhire; and who in the early part of his life, 


_— 


had a ſeat in the Britiſh Senate; but he-returned thence to gratify a mird formed by nature 
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for very different purſuits, che ſports of the field; which in all ages of the world, and in 
every clime, have had their attracting influence; and which operate like the powers of magic 
equally in all ranks of men, from the Peaſant to the King. He is the modern Nimrcd. 


Even at an advanced period of life, when men generally feel their paſſions for favourite 


amuſement? 
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This preſent ſeaſon, 1791, Mr. Meynell, ſenior, gave a ſplendid 
treat to ſome of the firſt characters in the kingdom, at Quorndon. 
On the firſt day of hunting, his noble viſitors attended him to cover, 
near Stanford, in Nottinghamſhire, where there was an aſſembly of 
about 300 horſemen and Ladies in carriages; among whom were the 
Ducheſs of Rutland, the Earl and Counteſs of Eſſex, the Marchio- 
neſs of Saliſbury, Mrs, Muſters, the Earl of Stair, Lord Malden, 
Lord Winchelſea, Lord Paget, Mr. Fitzherbert, &c. &c. Theſe 
noble viſitants were his gueſts at Quorndon for about ten days ; the 
Ducheſs ſtaid a fortnight, with ſome of her lovely offspring. Lon- 
don, every day, poured forth her abundance to enrich his tables with 
the chuiceſt viands and fruits, and the neighbourhood of Quorndon 
afforded peace and pleaſure to the brilliant circle of his friends. 


amuſements upon the decline, he is equally anxious, and animating to all around him. Who 
can view him following the ſtaunch pack, and not be ſenſible of the juſtneſs of this remark ? 
With roſy health ſeated on his impaſſioned countenance, he daſhes through mire and clay, 
cuts the rough wind, darts over hill and dale, boands the fences, and bruſhes through the 
rugged woodlands, regardleſs of danger. The chorus of the hounds and horn, and the 
ſweet echo, to him are pleaſures far beyond thoſe of the tinkling cymbol, or the voice of the 


lute, 
This gentleman reſides now chiefly in Derbyſhire, excepting during the hunting ſeaſon, 


Mr. Meynell, junior, married one of the heireſſes of Lord Irwin, of Temple-Newſome, 
Yorkſhire, 
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SCRAPTOFT HALL, 


ORMERLY the Seat of James Wigley, Eſq; and now in the 
poſſeſſion of Hartopp Wigley, Eſq; ſtands about 4 miles 
eaſtwardly from Leiceſter. It was built, or rather enlarged, by Sir 


Edward Wigley's Lady, about 60 years ago. (a) 
The 


(a) In conſequence of my public addreſs for general information, the Rev. Mr, Topp 


has been ſo obliging as to favour me with the following account of this family 


The family of Wigley probably derive their name from the village of Wiggiſley, in the 
Wapentake of Newark, in the county of Nottingham. The family is of ſo great antiquity, 
that John de Wigley, temp. Ric: and Johis: bore for his Coat Armour, Palee of 8 pieces 
embattled, Argent and Gules, which atchievements his ſucceſſors have continued to bear to 


this time, 


Henry Wigley of Wirkſworth, in the county of Derby, gent. who died 1553, and was 
buried at Scraptoft, in the county of Leiceſter, had iſſue four ſons, John, Edward, George, 
and Henry, and two daughters, Alice, wife of James Dean, of Wirkſworth ; and Joan, wife 
of Anthony Allen, of Scraptoft. Of the ſons, John, the eldeſt, was of Wirkſworth, who 


married daughter of - Gell, of Hopton, in the county of Derby, (from 
which marriage was lincally deſcended the late Joſhua Wizley, D. D.) He took to his ſe- 
cond wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Curzon, of Keddleſton, in the county of Derby, 


temp. Edw. VI. 
"OE 7 Henry, 
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The engraving annexed, is a garden, or rather pleaſure-ground 
view of the houſe, which is a plain building. Internally, it has 
nothing 


Gell, of Hopton, in the county 


Henry, fourth ſon, married Godith, daughter of 
of Derby, from whom were deſcended the Wigleys of Wigwall, in that county. 


Edward, ſecond ſon, and George, third ſon, were both of Scraptoft. George died 1608, 
he had iſſue, by Elizabeth, his wife, who died 1601, — 1. George, born 1570, who had 
iſue, Thomas, born 1609, and Catherine, born 1613. — 2. Henry, born 1573, died 159t. 
— 3. John, born 1577, who had ifſue, John, born 1615; Thomas, born 1617; Henry, 
born 1619; Elizabeth, born 1622; and Clement, born 1624. — 4. Chriſtopher, born 1583. 


Edward Wigley, of Scraptoft, ſecond fon of Henry Wigley, of Wirkſwerth, married at 
Scraptoft 1560, Emma, daughter of —— Plant, of Wirkſworth, and died 1602. He 
had iſſue, by the ſaid Emma, who died 1603, — 1. Henry, born 1560, of whom hereafter, 
— 2. James, died 1571. — 3. George, born 1563. — 4. Emma, born 1566. — 5. Eli- 
zabeth, born 1568. — 6. Edward, born 1569, — 7. Clement, born 1573, by Johanna, his 
firſt wife, (who died 1594) he had iſſue, a daughter, Godith, born 1592, died 1593. By 
Elizabeth Spencer, his ſecond wife, (whom he married 1595) ; and by Iſabel, his third wife, 
(who died 1599), he had no iſſue. But by his fourth wife, he had Henry, born 1602; Ann, 
born 1603, married Thomas Watts, of Scraptoft, 1640; Thomas, born 1606; Godith, 
born 1608, died 1622 ; Edward, born 1613; and Mary, born 1617. — 8. Edward, born 
1575. — 9. Margaret, born 1580. — 10. Thomas, born 1581. 


Henry Wigley, eldeſt ſon of Edward, died 1607, leaving iſſue, by Ann, his wife, daugh- 
ter of Richard Spell, of Loddington, in the county of Leiceſter, Eſq; (who married, 2dly, 
Anthony Faunt, Eſq;) two ſons, Henry, born 1601 ; and Edward, born 1603, (which lat- 
ter had iſſue, two daughters, Margaret, born 1627, and Ann, born 1629), Henry, the 


eldeſt, married Frances, daughter of Richard Bradgate, of Peatling, in the county of - 


Leiceſter, Eſq; and by her (who died 1653) had iſſue, — 1. Edward, born 1623, who 


married Ann, daughter and heireſs of James Armſon, of Burbage, in the county of Lei- 
ceſter, 
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nothing of the fine arts that is attracting ; its beauties are without, 


on a ſcale of magnificence : theſe are its delightful groves, which 


extend 


ceſter, Eſq; and by her had iſſue, three ſons, Henry, born 1658, who died the ſame year; 
Edward, born 1659, of whom hereafter ; Henry, poſthumous ſon, who was baptized at Bur. 
bage, OR. 14th, 1660, eight months after his father's deceaſe. He was a merchant, and 
died unmarried at Bombay, aged 37. — 2. Ann, who married John Clark, of Algerkirk, 
in the county of Lincoln, gent. 1653, and died 1702, leaving iſſue. — 3, Frances, born 
1625, who married Julius Billiers, of Scraptoft, gent. and had iſſue, Frances, born 1659; 
Iſabel, born 1660; George, born 1664; Ann, and Elizabeth, born 1665. She died 1678. 
— 4. Henry, born 1626, of Warmingham, in the county of Cheſter, clerk, who (1661) 


married Alice, daughter of Billiers, and by her had iſſue, two ſons,. Henry, of 


Eccleſton, in the county of Cheſter, clerk ; and Anthony, alſo of Eccleſton; Henry, mar. 


ried Ann, daughter of Bradgate, of Ulleſthorpe, in the county of Leiceſter, Eſq; 
and had iſſue, Edward Wigley, Doctor of Phyſic; who by his wife, daughter of 
Makepeace, Eſq; had iffue, Henry Wigley, clerk, now of Penſham, in the county of 
Worceſter ; whoſe ſurviving iſſue, by Mary, his wife, only daughter of Edmund Ludlam, 
of Leiceſter, gent. are, Edmund, of the Middle Temple, elected Recorder of the Borough 
of Leiceſter, 1787, and Member for the city of Worceſter in the laſt and preſent parlia- 
ments; Henry, Captain of an Independent Company; Mary, wife of Curteis Hales, 
Eſq; of Salop; Jane, wife of George Perrot, of Perſhore, in the county of Worceſter, 


Eſq; Edward, Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, in holy orders; William, Ca- 


+] || 
744 
4.9 41 
G 
: f 5 
4 
F 
; - 'T 
' -ILD EN 
+ ;-1j4$ 
N Is. 
| 1 
T = n » 
| 4 7! þ 
| 4 * 
n 4 . 
4 
0 o 
8 # - 
f / 
4 Fi 
141 6 
» 2.0 
4 = 
4 ' 
* { ! 
7 y » } 
» 4 : 
bh \ 
* C ' 
1 l | 
, 
{ % . 
} 
\ 
: N 
2 , 
49 ö 
T3 | 
bh 
=. 
II 1 
+ x. 17 
197 
= 2 P o 
: 5 
+ 72 
0 : * 
. 
U 
bp] 
1% + 
©? — 
A) ; 
7 1 
to , 
*1 * : 
( ii 
| 
F 
114 's 
1494 þt 
1 d 
19 „ 
* 5 mY 
1 1 . 7 ' 
? 41 * 
7 - - F 
x | 
mM * 
* 2 
q * 
iini 
. 
5 wil it * . 
* | 
4 Z 1 . 
5 : 
f Ci TO f ! 
i 1 
1 
1 a [ . 
v4 4-1 4 7 
1 o 
4 
bl / 
1 | 
„ - 
1 5 N 
19 4 
Ji » 
. $5 
S115 : 
147 
1 
* 1 
ii. 
1184 [ N 
ly” ! ; 
1 A 
1 'Y 
G | b 
* ; 5 1 
v | 
SF. 3 1 
t z 
t ö 0 
h N 
P4199 | 
J * 
F 
N 
17 * 


* 
1 
G n 
\ ul : 
— 1 
1 1 
en. 
45 0 
1 1 
0 
141.4 
ii 1 | F 
9 
4 * 1 7 
1 
. N 
{hb - 
4 + 4 N 
* 
n 
. 


therine, and Dorothy. — 5. Elizabeth, born 1627. — 6. Prudence, born 1629, — 7. An- 


— — 


thony, born 1630, Citizen of London, died unmarried, — 8. Jane, born 1632. — 9. Mar- 


tha, who married Alexander Cotes, of Leiceſter ; and, 2dly, (1666), John Johnſon, of 
by Derby, gent. — 10. John, born 1635, of Leiceſter, died 1694. — 11. Richard, ob cælebs. 


” 
* 
4 
J 
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p33 
wg 
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— 12. Margaret, born 1636, who married John Kinſey, of Cheſter, Attorney at Law. — 
13. Mary, who married John Bold, rector of Laughton, in the county of Leiceſter, 1671, 
and by him had iſſue, three ſons, Samuel, vicar of Naſeby, in the county of Northampton ; 


Anthony; and John, curate of Stoney-Stanton, in the county of Leiceſter, who all died 
unmarried 3 
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extend over more than roo acres of land. The plantations ſeen at 
ſome diſtance, in any direction without, are a rich diſplay of grove 


4K | ſcenery. 


Kilworth ; and, 


enmarried : Alfo, two daughters, Mary, and Frances, wife of 
zdly, of Samuel Elly, of Leicelter, clerk, but by neither had iſſue. Mary, eldeſt daugh- 
ter, married Thomas Topp, of Leiceſter, gent. and, 2dly, Thomas Ludlam, gent. by 
the laſt ſhe had no iſſue ; by the firſt, ſhe had iſſue, Thomas, who married Mary, daughter 
of Roger Lee, of Leiceſter, gent. the only ſurviving iſſue of which marriage, is, Samuel 


Topp, M. A. vicar of Seraptoft; by whom this genealogy of the family was compiled. 


Edward, eldeſt ſurviving ſon of Henry Wigley, Eſq; by Ann, his wife, (who married, 
2dly, Andrew Noel, of Whitwell, in the county of Rutland, Eſq;) received the honour of 
knighthood from King Charles II. at Windſor-Caſtle, Aug. 14, 1683, (which honour had 
been previouſly conferred on his father-in-law, Andrew Noel, Eſq; Aug. 8th). Sir Edward 
Wigley, knight, married Lætitia, daughter and heireſs of Arthur Creſſey, of Brigſley, in 
the county of Lincoln, Eſq; 1694, and died March 7, 1711: He had iſſue, by the ſaid 
Dame Lztitia, his wife, four ſons and three daughters, — 1. Henry, who died June 4th, 
1697, in his infancy. — 2. Edward, who was Fellow Commoner of Magdalen- College, 
Cambridge, and died June 21, 1716, aged 19. — 3. Catherine, who died unmarried 
Ottober 3, 1752, aged 52. — 4. James, who married Martha, daughter and heireſs of 
Richard Ebourne, of Alleſley, in the connty of Warwick, Eſq; but by her (who died Dec. 
18, 1773, aged 57) had no iſſue. He was Repreſentative for the Borough of Leiceſter in 
five ſucceſſive parliaments, and died June 21, 1765, aged 64. — 5. Lætitia, who married 
(1730) Samuel Hartopp, of Little-Dalby, in the county of Leiceſter, Eſq; and had iſſue, 
one ſon, Edward William. — 6. Andrew, Barriſter at Law, who died unmarried, Septem- 
ber 17, 1738, aged 31. — 7, Ann, born 1710, died unmarried, April 16, 1786. 

— — ——— 


In Moxcan's Leiceſterſpire, taken in 1619. 
Arms, 4 pales white 3ted, Creſt. A Tyger's Head out of flames, with a Collar em- 


battled. 


HENRY WIGLEY, of WirssworTH, and LaicasTias: 
& 
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ſcenery. Within they are ſeen, as formed by a diſciple of the old 


ſchool, copied more from the Roman roads than the wilderne(; 


{cale, 


{n Ducvalt's Survey of Derbyſbire. 
Arms, Pally of 8 embattled, Argent and Gules. Creſt, 


JOHN WIGLEY, of Wiewarr. 


$200 208000000000 
I Norroy ST. Geokce's Survey of Derbyſhire, 1619. 
Arms. Pally of 8 imbat. Ar. & Saphire. Creſt. Tyger's Head out of flames, with à 
Collar emb, 


N. B. Theſe accounts of the Armorial Bearings, are copied from a Manu ſcript 
of the late Andrew Wigley, Eſq; Barriſter at Law, 
| | 
Creſt. Upon a Wreath, Arg. and Gulet, a Tyger's Head, mantled Argent doubled 
Gules, iſſuing out of fire prop. Mantled Sable about his Neck, a Collar counter- 
embattled Gules. 


Granted in 1611, 9 Ja. I. 


(Signed) RICHARD ST. GEORGE, Nos ax. 
——— 


neee 
— — 


Thomas Wigley, of Scraptoft, ſon of Edward and Emma, had iſſue, by Helena, daugh- 


ter of Dennis Orme, of London: 


1. Godith, who died 1593. 
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2. Elizabeth, who was born and died 1590. 


3. Edward, who was born and died 1591. 


4. John, born 1592, who married Ann, daughter of Thomas Ruſſel, of Towceeſler, is 
the county of Northampton, and by her had iſſue, 1. Elizabeth, born 1622, — 2. Thomas, 
born 1623, who had iſſue by Elizabeth, his wife, 'I'homas, born 1650; Frances, born 
1561; and John, born 1 563. — 3. Edward, born 1625, who by Frances, his wife, had 
iſſue, Frances, born 1652, — 4. John, born 1627, — 5, Henry, born 1628, died 1649. 
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ſcale. He, who bid them riſe, lived juſt to ſee them in their ſtrip- 


ling ſtate, ſlender, like the human form in its approach to man- 


hood : 


— 6, Frances, born 1630. — 7. John, born 1633. — 8. George, born 1636. — 9. Ann, 
born 1641. — 10. Anthony, born 1643, who by Alice, his wife, had iſſue, Alice, born 1661. 


5. Emma, born 1593, who married (1615) Francis Carrick, of Wellington, in the 
county of Warwick, and died 1619; leaving iſſue, Henry, born 1618; and Thomas, bora 
1619. 


6. Thomas, born 1595, who married Margaret, daughter of Stevenſon, and 


had iſſue, 1. Catherine, born 1619. — 2. John, born 1626. — 3. Henry, born 1628, — 
4. Frances, born 1632. 


7, Eleanor, who was born and died 1597, 


8. Martha, who was born and died 1598. 


Edward William Hartopp, Eſq; only ſon of Samuel Hartopp, Eſq; by Lztitia, his wife, 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Boothby, of Potters-Marſton, in the county of 
Leiceſter, Eſq; and by her (who died Dec. 14, 1769, aged 35), he had iſſue, three ſons, 


Edward, Samuel, and Thomas ; and five daughters, Elizabeth, Lztitia, Mary, Ann, and 
Martha. He died June 26, 1773, aged 42. 


1. Edward, eldeſt ſon, hath obtained his Majeſty's Royal Licence and Authority, to aſ- 
ſume and take the ſurname of Wigley, purſuant to the will of his great uncle, James Wig- 
ley, Eſq; deceaſed. He married (1782) Juliana, daughter of George, Lord Carbery, of 
the kingdom of Ireland, (by his firſt Lady, Juliana, daughter of Baptiſt, late Earl of 


, Gainſborough), by whom he hath iſſue, Edward, born ö 1, 1783; and Jalians, born 
bo June 13, 1784. 8 1 7 b 29 
n 2. Elizabeth, eldeſt daughter, married the Rev. Henry Ryder Knapp, M. A. Fellow of 
d 


King's College, Cambridge, and hath iſſue, Henry Hartopp, born _ Edward Wi- 
liam, born 1786. Lætitia, born 1789. 


= 1 
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hood: they exhibited, only to his ideas, pleaſures which the life of 
man forbids him to enjoy. 


In theſe gardens are ſome attempts at temple forms, grottos, 
caves, and water ſcenery, which attract but little, planned, I am 
informed, by ſome females, the fancy of the moment. Some of 
theſe are decorated, by them, with ſhells, as artleſsly as their employ. 


ment was innocent. 


At the extremity of the pleaſure grounds, a mound of earth is rai- 
ſed, done at the expence of the late Mr. Wigley, which commands 
a rich and luxuriant proſpect. The foreſt hills, which I have fo 
repeatedly mentioned, are a fine feature from this eminence ; and 
the intervening village objects ſit in pleaſing order. More north- 
wardly the views. are more extenſive» At hand, Bilſdon Copley and 
Quenby Hall look charmingly. On the top of this mount, whoſe 


3. Lætitia, fecond daughter, who died at Scraptoft, January 24, 1775, (and was there 


interred) in the 24th year of her age. 


4. Samuel, fecond ſon, Bachelor of Laws, now Rector of Cold-Overton, and Vicar of 
Little-Dalby, in the county of Leiceſter, who married Mary, daughter of William Pywell, 


of Barwell Caſtle, in the county of Northampton, Eſq; but hath no iſſue, 

5, Mary, third daoghter, married March 25, 2786, George Pywell, of Belton, in the 
eounty of Rutland, ow of Allexton-Hall, in the county of Leiceſter, Eſq; and hath iſſue a 
daughter, Mary: Ann, born 1787. 

6. Ann, 4th daughter, 

7. Martha, gth daughter, T Who all died in their Infancy; 


'$. Thomas, third fon, 
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ſurface is cloathed with ſhrubs and evergreens, is placed a kind of 
lanthorn, or ſummer-houſe, in which you may fit ſecure from the 
cold blaſts of winter, or favoured by the ſummer's breeze under a 


canopy, ſurveying objects far and near. 


Scraptoft groves, in ſummer, are a treat to Leiceſter people of all 
deſcriptions. Hither the chaiſe, the chair, and the horſe, loaded 
with viſitants, and thoſe who can procure neither, come to traverſe 
the ſhady walks in ſucceſſive numbers. In them, lovers cheriſh 
the fond hope, foſter the deep fetch'd ſigh, and ſee, or think they 
ſee, bliſs await them. Their momentary pleaſures are heightened by 
the fluttering ſongſters, and the beautiful flowering ſhrubs which 
ſurround them. In them, the man of faſhion ſaunters away his 
hour, or as the faihionable phraſe is, Alle time. And in them the 


man of buſineſs relaxes innocently from its fatigues, 


The church of Scraptoft, where the Wigleys of this place lie 
buried, is deſcribed in the Excurſions, page 1254 


STOUGHTON HALT, 


HE Seat of Peers James Keck, Eſq; ſtands within 4 miles 
eaſtwardly of Leiceſter ; formerly that of Sir George Beau- 
4 L mont, 
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mont, Bart. who was in favour with Queen Ann, and ſerved lonp 


in parliament for the Borough of Leiceſter. 


This ſeat ſtands in a low ſituation ; but has a fine gothic appear. 
ance. It was many years unoccupied before the father of the pre. 
ſent poſſeſſor, Anthony James Keck, Efq; inhabited it. That gen. 
tleman, who lived greatly efteemed, and died, I may fay, without 
an enemy, laid out conſiderable fums of money in its repairs and 


alterations. 


The chapel, which joins the dwelling, and Stoughton-Grange, 
belonged originally to Leiceſter Abbey ; they afterwards were in the 
hands of Thomas Farnham, Eſq; whoſe daughter, an heireſs, mar- 
ried the father of Sir George Beaumont, once the poſſeſſor of this 
ancient manſion. The rooms are low, and are now almoſt without 
furniture. It was inhabited but a ſhort time after the death of the 
late Mr. Keck ; and the preſent owner has not yet eſtabliſhed his 
houſhold : He is now upon his travels. (a) 


Some 


fa) Peers James Keck, Eſq; is a deſcendant, by the female fide, from Sir George 
Beaumont, Bart. of Stoughton-Grange, who ſerved in parliament for the Borough of 


Leiceſter, from 1702, till the time of his death, 1737. 


Sir George Beaumont, Knight, deſcended from John, Lord Beaumont, Knight of the 
Garter, whoſe ſecond ſon, Sir Thomas Beaumont, Knight, married (in the 5th of Henry 
the Sixth) Philippa, heireſs general of the Maareward's, who owned the manor of Cole- 


Orton, in this county. 
Iron 


SEATS IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 321 


* Some few pictures remain in it, chiefly family portraits, one of 
which is done for the late Sir George Beaumont ; and another for 
his brother, the Admiral, who was caſt away at ſea, in a ſtorm, in 


1703, With him periſhed ſeveral Leiceſter and Leiceſterſhire 


From Sir Thomas Beaumont, Knight, deſcended Nicholas Beaumont, Eſq; who, in the 


; reign of Queen Elizabeth, ſerved in parliament for this county, and died in 1598, whoſe 
i younger ſon, Thomas, ſettled at Stoughton-Grange. 
Sir Henry Beaumont, Knight, eldeſt ſon of Nicholas Beaur ont, Eſq; married Elizabeth, 

2 daughter of Thomas Lewis, Eſq. This gentleman was knighted by James the Firſt, at 
e Workſop, on his firſt coming to England. A good monument remains to his memory, and 
— lady, in Cole-Orton church, with their figures thereon. He died in 1607, and ſhe in 1608. 
15 Sir Thomas, his only ſun, was created a Baronet in 1619, and in 1622, Viſcount Beau- 
it mont of Swords, in Ireland. This Lord Beaumont, his ſon Sapcott, and grandſon Thomas, 
0 ſucceſſively Viſcounts, ſhewed their loyalty to the ad of Charles the Firſt, and were, in 
e conſequence, rewarded like moſt of his warm friends, by the parliament and governing 
1 army, with the loſs of property. His houſe at Cole -Orton was fortified by Cromwell, du- 

ring the meditated attack on Aſhby caſtle, 
le 

Thomas, the laſt Viſcount, died in 1702, and was buried alſo in Cole-Orton church. 

He left very conſiderable eſtates to Sir George Beaumont, Bart, his couſin, of Stough- 
ton-Grange, who died in 1737. His brother, who ſucceeded him, lived only one year af- 
of ter, when the title and eſtate at Cole-Orton paſſed to Sir George Beaumont, of Dunmow 

in Eſſex, great grandſon of the firſt Baronet of Stoughton-Grange, father of Sir George 
5 Beaumont, who now enjoys the eſtate, at Cole-Orton. 
ry Stoughton-Grange came into the family of the Kecks, by marriage: Anthony James 
le- Keck, Eſa; was the laſt that occupied this manſion. He was choſen repreſentative for the 


Borough of Leiceſter in 1765, at the death of Mr, Wigley. 


young 
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young men, one of whom (it is not very material to know) was my 


aged mother's brother. 


The grounds about this manſion are ſome of them large, and af. 
ford fine paſturage, but not now uſed as a park for deer ; they haye 
been. The gardens are pretty extenſive, encloſed with brick walls, 
A large ſheet of water runs by the ſide of a long walk, which ex. 
tends from Stoughton-Hall to nearly Evington, the length of three 
quarters of a mile; on each fide of which grow ſome lofty trees, 
which ſhade your paſſage. There is a ſmaller ſheet of water, or fiſh- 


pond, in front of the houſe, near it, of pleaſing effect, adorned 
with evergreens. 


W ANLIP AAL L, 


HE Seat of Sir Charles Grave Hudſon, Bart, (when the 


view was engraved he was not created a Baronet), ſtands 


within 5 miles of Leiceſter, northwardly, upon the edge of the ri- 
ver Soar, conſequently low, (2) It is ſeen no where to ſo much 


advantage 


(a) This gentleman, I believe, was a very opulent merchant, and a Director of the 
South Sea Company, and marrigd the eldeſt daughter of Henry Palmer, Eſq; of Wanlips 
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advantage as on the Melton road. It was built by the father of 
Lady Hudſon, Henry Palmer, Eſq; who died in 1773. 


This building is plain, originally of brick; but now it is 


ſtuccoed. On the Wanlip front it is embelliſhed with neat gardens 


in this county, Whoſe anceflors had long enjoyed the lordſhip of Wavlip ; ſeveral of whom 
lie buried in Wanlip church, one of which was Archdale Palmer, Eſq; choſen repreſentative 
for the Borough of Leiceſter in 1695, with Sir Edward Abney. 

This Archdale Palmer, was eldeſt ſon of William Palmer, Eſq; who died in 1692. 
Arcidale Palmer married, firſt, Mary, daughter of Joſeph Dawſon, Eſq; by whom he had 
30 ſons and one daughter : and by his ſecond wife, Anne, daughter of Nicholas Charlton, 
Eſq; he had g ſons and 6 daughters,—in all, 26 children. He died in 1732, in the 7iſt 
year of his age. Anne, his ſecond wife, died in 1764, aged 91. He, with his two wives, 
lie buried in Wanlip church. Here alſo was buried John, his eldeſt ſon, by the firſt mar- 
rage. 

This John Palmer, Eſq; married Anne, daughter of Samuel Danvers, of Swithland, in 
this county, Eſq; by whom he had one ſon and one daughter, viz. Archdale and Anne, 
The ſtone which remembers him, ſays, He was fincere in religion, of an affable and 


pleaſant converſation.” His widow did not long ſurvive him; ſhe died in 1727. 


Henry Palmer, Eſq. of Wanlip, (the laſt of the Palmers who inhabited here), left four 
daughters; to the eldeſt of whom he bequeathed his eſtate, charged with certain payments 
to his other daughters. Sir Charles Grave Hudſon, Bart. married the eldeſt, 

Mrs. Handley, one of the daughters of Archdale Palmer, Eſq; who was Member for 
Leiceſter in 1695, died, I am informed, lately, at a very advanced age, and left Sir Charles | 


Grave Hudſon, Bart, a very conſiderable fortune, + 


Sir Charles Grave Hudſon, Bart. ſerved the office of High-Sheriff for this county, in 


17843 and was created a Baronet in 1791. 
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and pleaſure grounds, ornamented with trees, which almoſt cover je 


from your view. 


Wanlip Hall is honoured with frequent viſits from the Judges on 
the Midland circuit, where they are entertained with ſplendour and 
hoſpitality. The family are patrons of Muſicians ; the young La- 
dies, when in the country, live in habits of friendſhip with ſome 
eminent females of that deſcription, in the neighbourhood ; private 


concerts are frequent there, in conſequence. 


The church is noticed page 17, Excurſions. 


FEST-COTES. 


HE Reſidence of Walter Ruding, Eſq. * The manor of 
which” (the Rev. Mr. Ruding, his brother, informs me) * was 
formerly a parcel of the lands and poſſeſſions of the Monaſtery of 
St. Mary de Pratis. At the diſſolution of that Monaſtery it came 
to the Crown, where it continued until the 4th and 5th of Philip 
and Mary, by whom it was granted to Thomas Reve and Richard 
Bude or Budd, gentlemen, In that grant it is deſcribed in this 
manger Al that our Manor or Grange of Weſicote, with all the 


rights and appurtenances, in our County of Leiceſter, now or /ott n 
LY the 
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the tenure cr occupation of Jobn Rudinge, formerly parcel of the lands 


Leiceſter. By Reve and Budd it was fold to John Rudisg, in whoſe 
family it ſtill continues.” By the Rev. Mr. Cart's MS. it appears 
to have been in the poſſeſſion of the Earls of Leiceſter about the 


time of the conqueſt. 


The front was built about 60 or 70 years ago, the back part (in 
which is an old hall with the arms of Ruding, quartering Clerke of 
Dudley, com. Stafford, and Watercrofte, carved in ſtone over the 


chimney piece) is much older, but the time in which it was built is 
not known. | 


The ſcite of this dwelling is rather low, confined in its proſpects, 
and too near the high-road to be aſſiſted much in laying out the 


grounds, in front, to much advantage. The houſe, however, is a 


pretty family reſidence, and not deſtitute of ſymmetry and 


grandeur, (a) 


Mr, 


(a) Walter Ruding, Eſq; the preſent poſſeſſor, is the eldeſt 10 of Roger Ruding, Eſq; 
Receiver-General for this county, and who ſome time reſided here. His worthy anceſtors 
alſo, for a long time before him, made this their chief refidence. At the burying-place of 
this family, St. Mary's, Leiceſter, are many of them remembered, There we learn, that 
Walter Ruding, of Weſt-Cotes, died in 1659, aged 78; and his wife, Elizabeth, in 1657. 
He was ſon of Richard Ruding, of Weſt-Cotes, gent. whoſe grave-ſtone is defaced. 


John, ſon of Walter Ruding, Eſq; died in 1670, 


William Ruding, of Weſt. Cotes, Eſq died in 1712, aged 72. His wife, Abigail, died 
in 


I 


and poſſeſron of the late Monaſtery of St. Mary, in the Meadows of 
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Mr. Ruding, the preſent occupier, has been making great im. 
provements in the paddock and pleaſure grounds; on the former are 
ſome fine ſpreading oaks of ornament ; and on the latter, in a ſliort 
time will be ſeen, in perfection, thoſe pretty embelliſhments to a ſeat, 
ſhrubs and evergreens ; --- but he has deſtroyed the little ponds of 
water which were formed as pleaſing appendages to Welt - Cotes, 
His reaſons for ſo doing, are beſt known to himſelf; but, as an ob- 
ſerver, one may 3 the loſs of thoſe charming reliefs to the wan- 
dering eye, when it is prepared to meet objects of beauty and plca- 
fing variety. In the habits of improvement, this gentleman eppears 
to have made ſome laudable facrifices to the public; the roads, in 
ſome places near his manſion, were, till lately, extremely narro:y, 
and dangerous to paſſengers; they are now, with the addition of 
tome part of his property, made ſpacious, as all roads ſhould be 


near the entrance of large towns, 


The old Foſs-road runs at the back of his paddock, now narrow. 
ed, and almoſt loſt in the grounds about it. It is one of the moſt 


venerable relics of Roman labour which abound in and near Leiceſter. 


In 1726, aged 84. Walter, his only ſon, died in 1748, aged 73. He married Sarah, 
daughter of the Rev. Archdeacon Rogers, of Leiceſter She died in 1761, aged 75, This 
Walter Ruding was a gentleman of exemplary character, and extremely libera! to the poor 
of Leiceſter ; yet, notwithſtanding, he was unſucceſsful in an attempt to obtain a ſeat in 


parliament for the Borough of Leicelter, in 1737. 


William Ruding, the eldeſt ſon of Walter Ruding, Eſq; died in 1762, aged 54. At his 
death, he was ſucceeded in family poſſeſſions by his brother, Roger Ruding, Eſq; father of 


the preſent poſſeſſor of Weſt-Cotes, who is now living at an advanced age. 


AN 


J — — 
non —„—i:̃ — = 
gg  —_ ac - — 

2 — — 


- 


4 
- 


— x * 
80 2 — % o — A 
4 _ * . oc 
— — Bb Io. _ — — — y 
w—_— - — — s 
— — . = 2 
— 6 * 


— 5 —— — — 
reer 
e V% rm & ],, ,,. 


116 


INM. 


JI.) 


FL I 


De 7 


1 
1 
— 


1 


Ax ALPHABETICAL ARRANGEMENT ef 2b 


Towns, VILLAGES, and Places of inferior note in LEICESTER- 
SHIRE, accompanied with ſome uſeful information, the Reader will 
find in the note below); what fellows, are additions and emenda- 
tions to the foregoing pages, arranged alſo in alþhabetical order, un- 
der tbe names of the principal Market-Towns in this County ; more 
general accounts of each, may be ſeen in the Volume of Excurſions, ' 


—ñ U H 


A SHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH Caſtle is noticed at the beginning 
A of this volume, accompanied with a fine engraving. The 
other view is from a flight drawing I made lately, in paſſing 


through this place. 
4 N In 


ba}; l 


So called from the chief town, Leiceſter, which ſtands upon the river Leire or Legre, now 
Sear, It is an inland county, and was inhabited by thoſe Britons, called by Ptolomy, 
Cor cani. Daring the Saxon Heptarchy, it belonged to the kingdom of Mercia. It is 
now in the province of Canterbury, in the dioceſe of Lincoln, and in the Midland circuit. 
It was divided in the time of Edward the Firſt into 4 hundreds, viz. Geſcote, GuthlaXﬀeſton, 
Framland, and Gartree ; but in the reign of Edward III. Guthlaxeflon was ſubdivided into 
Sparkenhoe, and afterwards Goſcote into Eaſt and Weſt Goſcote. 


Leiceſterſhire is ſituate nearly in the centre of the kingdom; It is ſeated (according to 
Mercator) in the latitude of 54 degrees, and in the longitude of 20. On the north, it is 
bounded by Nottingham and Derby-ſhires ; on the weſt, by Warwickſhire and part of Der- 
byſhire ; on the ſouth, by Northamptonſhire ; on the eaſt, by Rutland and Lincoln-ſhires, 
It is nearly in an eliptical form, and contains about 560,000 acres of land, and 200 pariſhes. 
The inhabitants are calculated at 85,000. Its principal rivers are the Soar and the Wreake. 


It ſends four Members to parliament, two for, the town of Leiceſter, and two for the 
county. The electors for the former are the Freemen, and Inhabitants that pay cot and 
lot, For the latter, the Freeholders, Clergy, and Copyholders of Inheritance. It ſends 
560 men to the national Militia, and pays nine parts of the land tax.. _ 


Its market-towns, now principally in uſe, are, Leiceſter, Loughborough, Hinckley, 
Harborough, Melton, Aſhby-de-la-Zouch, and Boſworth ; Mountſorrel, Hallaton, Bilſdon, 
and Waltham-on-the-Woulds, are reputed market-towns ; and ſome others have been. 
Hinckley formerly gave title to the hereditary Lord High Stewards of England. — 
bl * roug 
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In my deſcription of Donington- park, I juſt noticed the family 
of Zouch, the ancient owners of this place, whoſe name was added 
to that of Aſcbi, now Aſhby. Since that was printed, ſome claim 
has been made to the ancient honours of that family. Perhaps the 
following more general and correct account of the Zouches, 


: 5 ma 
claim the Readers attention at this time. / 


The family of Zouch deſcended from Geffrey, ſecond ſon of 
Alan, Viſcount of Rohan, in Little Britaine, in France, who mar. 
ried Conſtance, daughter and heireſs of Canon de Groſſe, Duke of 
Britain, and of Maud, daughter of the King. 


Alan-de-la-Zouch came into England with William the Conque- 
ror. His deſcendant, Alan-de-la-Zouch, Lord of Aſhby, was ap- 
pointed by King Henry the Third, with other Commiſſioners of 
the Nobility, to convene certain perſons to enquire by what title 
they held their lands; at which meeting, held at Weſtminſter-Hall, 
John, Earl of Warren and Surrey wounded the ſaid Alan, fo that he 
died thereof, leaving by his wife, Helen, daughter and co-heireſs of 
Roger Quincy, Earl of Wincheſter, his ſucceſſor, Roger-de-la- 
Zouch, who married Adela, daughter and heireſs of Stephen de 
Longſpe. The ſaid Roger, Lord Zouch, died in the 13th year of 
Edward I. leaving his ſucceſſor, Alan, Lord Zouch, who married 
Alice, daughter and heireſs of Sir Ralph Toney, who was ſummo- 
ned to parliament as a Peer of the Realm, by writ, from Edward I. 
He died in the 7th year of Edward II. leaving his ſucceſſor, Alan, 


Lord 


rough gives title to the Sherrard family; Loughborough, to the Wedderbarn; and the 
County, to the Townſhend, 


The chief produce of Leiceſterſhire, is, fine bread corn, beans, excellent ſheep, and 
ſtrong horſes of the cart kind. One part of the county is famous for cheeſe ; at Afton, and 
its neighbourhood, they make cheeſe, not only of good quality, but which weigh about 3 
to the cwt. At Wimondham, a Mrs. Paulet was lately living, who was the firſt maker of 
the famous cheeſe, called S7:/zon, or cream cheeſe. It produceth alſo excellent lime- ſtone, 
and coals. The ſoil is fertile, and the air as mild and temperate as at any diſtrict in the 
kingdom. 


It is generally underſtood, that no track of land has been ſo much improved in the laſt 
century by incloſure, and by ſuperior management, as Leiceſterſhire. Fitzherbert, who 
wrote in the time of Henry VIII. A. D. 1534, ſays, that land then worth 6d. per acre be- 
fore it was incloſed, was worth 8d. afterwards ; but what would he ſay of grazing land nter 
Leiceſter, which let for $5. per acre at the beginning of this century, and now lets for 5 l. 
ſince it has been incloſed. The article of lime, which is produced in this county, at Bree- 
don and Barrow, is now in general uſe for the improvement of land; it is computed, that 
where there was one load uſed for that purpoſe go years ago, that now there are 40. $i 
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Lord Zouch, (who fat in parliament as a Peer of the Realm), 
and three daughters. Iſabella, the eldeſt, was married to Robert 
Stackpoole, the deſcendant of Guillaume de Stackpoole de Mountva- 
lai, who came over with William the Conqueror at the ſame time 
with Alan-de-la-Zouch. The ſaid Robert, and his wife, afterwards 
ſettled in Ireland, and were the founders of the family in that king- 
dom. Joice, the ſecond daughter, was married to John Botetort, 
a young officer of diſtinguiſhed family. Helen, the third daughter, 
was married to Nich. de S. Maure, who was of a very ancient and 
noble family. 


The faid Alan, Lord Zouch died, leaving but one ſon, Hugh, 
Lord Zouch, who took his ſeat in the Houſe of Lords, and died 


without iſſue, the 1ſt of Henry IV. 


Sir Hugh Burnell, who was at that time a Knight of the Garter, 
and was a very powerful man, took poſſeſſion of the eſtates of the ſaid 
Hugh, Lord Zouch, under pretence that his wife was a couſin of 
the family, At the death of Sir Hugh and his Lady, they left one 
daughter, Joice, who intermarried with Sir Thomas Erdington, 


who had one ſon that died unmarried. 
After 


The land owners of Leiceſterſhire, ia the time of William the Conqueror, according-to 
Domeſday-book, were, 


1. King William, 23. Widode Reinbodcurth. 

2. The Archbiſhop of Vork. 24. Wido de Credune. 

3. The Biſhop of Lincoln. 25. William Pevrel. 

4. The Biſhop of Coutance. 26. William Buenuaſleth. 

5. The Abbey of Peterborough, 27. William Loueth. 

6. The Abbey of Coventry. 28. Geoffrey Alſelin. 

7. The Abbey of Croyland. 29. Geoffrey de Wirce. 

8. Godvin the prieſt and other almſmen, 430. Godfrey de Cambrai. 

9. The Earl of Mellend. 31. Gunfrid de Cioches. 

10. Earl Aubrey. : 32. Humphrey the Chamberlain. 

11. The Counteſs Godeva, 33. Gilbert de Gand. 

12. The Counteſs Alveve. 34. Girbert. 

13. Earl Hugh. | 35- Durandus Malech. 

14. Hugh de Grentemaiſnil. 36. Drogo de Beurere. 

15. Henry de Ferieres. 37. Maino the Briton. 

16. Rohert de Todeni, 38. Oger the Briton. 

17. Robert de Veci. 39. Nigell of Albingi. 

18. Roger de Buſſi. . 40. The Counteſs Judith. 

19. Robert the King's Steward. 41. Adeliza the wife of Hugh. 
20. Robert Hoſtiarius. 42. Herbert, and others, ſervants of the King. 
21. Ralph de Mortemer. | 43. Earl Hugh. 
22. Ralph, ſon of Hubert. 44+ The Homagers of the Earl of Mellent, 
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Atſter their deceaſe, James Butler, Earl of Ormond and Wiltſhire, 
took poſſeſſion of Aſhby-de-la-Zouch Caſtle, and the Manors ad- 
joining; but from what cauſe he obtained them has not been handed 
down to poſterity. The ſaid Earl being attainted, the 1ſt of Edward 
the Fourth, Edward, in the 13th year of his reign, granted the 
Caſtle of Aſhby-de-la-Zouch, and the Manor thereof, to Sir Wil- 
liam Haſtings, of Kirby, Captain of Calais. 


There was another Lord Zouch of Harringworth, who was de- 
ſcended from Eudo de-la-Zouch, brother to Alan de-la-Zouch, 


Lord of Aſhby, in the time of Henry III. Eudo, above-named, 
married the daughter and co-heireſs of Lord Cantelupe. 


The numerous connections and deſcendants of the Lord Zouches 
of Harringworth, in Northamptonſhire, have been miſtaken b 
ſome, and conſidered as of the line of the Lord Zouches of Aſhby- 
de-la-Zouch, in Leiceſterſhire, | 


The 


WU NG AND VILLAGES a£< 


| . for Vicarage. R. for Rectory. C. for Chapel. In. for Incumbent, 
Pa. for Patron. K. b. for King's beh. W. G. for W:t-Go/cote Hundred. E. G. for 
Faft-Goſeote. F. for Framland. S. for Spartenbee. Gar. for Gartree. Gu. for Guth- 
laxeflon. Pl. fig. View of the Church. D. Dedicated to. | 


Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Burton. Domeſday. 
Ab-Kettleby, « Chetelbie, V. F. Pa. Rev. Geo. Coulton, the preſent Vicar. 
K. b. C15 - 10 - 5 D. St. James. 
Ailſton, = - Aileſtone. R. Gu. Pa. Duke of Rutland. In. J. Manners. 
K. b. C31 8 114 Pl. 2. fig. 2. D. St. Andrew. 
Allexton, = - Adelacheſtone, R. E. G. Pa. J. Knight and Geo. Watſon, 
gents. In. J. Daſhwood. K. b. £6 - 18 - 4 D. St. Peter. 
Abton, — — Aldtone. A Graunge. 
AST.  - =: _ W. G. C. to Thurcaſton. Pl. 2. fig. 6. D. St. 
ary. 
Ambeime, = - 8. Vil. depopulated. | 
Appleby Magna, = Aplebi Appleberie. R. 8. Pa. Edward Dawſon, Eſq, In. 
J. Clements. K. b. (20 9 - 4 D. St. Michael. 


Appleby Parra, 8. | f 

Arneſby, =- = Audreteſbie. V. Gar. Pa. . In. J. Wilſon. K. b. 
5 + 16 - 8 D. St. Peter. : 

Aſhby-de-la-Zouch;, = Aſcbi. V. W. G. Pa. Lord Rawdon. In. S. Prior. K. b. 

5 | : £14 2105 D. St. Helen. Aſkby- 
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The male line of the Lord Zouches of Aſhby- de- la- Zouch, bo- 
came extinct, the firſt of Henry the Fourth; but the Lord Zouches 
of Harringworth, continued till the reign of James the Firſt, when 
the Jaſt of that peerage died at Bramſhill, in Hampſhire, and his 
daughter and coheireſs married Mr. Tate of Wootton, in Nor- 
thamptonſhire, and died without iſſue. But even if there had been 
any, the heirs or deſcendants of the Lord Zouches of Harringworth 
could have no claim to the title of Alan de-Ja-Zouch, as they were 
not in a deſcent from him ; but had branched out before the King's 


writ to Alan, 


Sir William Dugdale gives the tranſcript of the original writ from 
Edward the Firſt, in the 25th year of his reign, dated London, the 
19th die Septembris, ſummoning the Beers to Parliament, wherein 
the name of Alano la Zouch is the ſeventh Peer ſo ſummoned. 


Sir William Dugdale alſo gives a catalogue of 19 noble perſons, 
who had their peerages from their anceſtors, having married the 
daughters of Pecrs who were ſummoned to Parliament by the King's 
writ ; and further obſerves, that in caſe of coheirs, the deſcendants 
of which of them the Sovereign pleaſed to honour therewith, had 

40 ſummon 


Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Burten. Domeſday. 


Aſhby-Folville, Aſcebi. V. E. G. Pa. 
K. b. (9 D. St. Mary. 

Ailby-Magna, » Eſfjeberie. V. Gu. Pa. Earl of Aylesford. In. J. Howlets. 
K. b. £7 - 18 - 7 D. St. Mary. 

Aſhby-Parva, * Efjebi. R. Gu. Pa. the King. In. C. Allſop. E. b. 
Ls 76 D. St. Peter. ; 

Aſſorby, a - Baſurde. R. E.G. Pa. T. B. Burnaby, the preſent Rector. 

K. b. £15 - 1 - 8 Pl. 3, fig. 8. D. All Saints. : 


In. Tho. Bea. Burnaby. 


Aſton Flamville, Pa. Lord Viſcount Royſton. In. Wm. 

—_ K. b. £33-12-8 PL 6, fig. 5. D. St. 
eter, 

Atterton, - . 8. In the pariſh of Witherby, 

Bagrave, - Babegrave. G. 

Bagworth, - Bageworde. 8. C. to Thorneton. 

Bardon-Parck, » —. 8. 

Bareſby, — Barneſbi. E. G. 

Barkby, - Barchebi. V. E.G. Pa. Wm. Pochin, Eſq. In. H. Woods. 
cock. K. b. C10 D. St. Mary. | 

Barkby. Thorpe, Barchebri. E. G. In the pariſh of Barkby, 

Barleſton, - Berulveflone. 8. C. to Market-Boſworth, D. St. Giles, 

Barne Park. | 

Barneſby, o — — E. G. C. to Aſhdy Folville, 


. Barrow, 
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ſummon to parliament by the title of the anceſtor ; but has always 
confirmed it to the heir of the eldeſt, and which continued to him 
and his heirs, taking precedence according to the priority of the ori. 
ginal writ, 


— — — — 


SELINA, Counteſs Dowager of Huntingdon, relict of Theo- 
philus, Earl of Huntingdon, and mother of the late Earl, died in 
L791, aged 84. Her remains have been added to thole of the Hun- 
tingdon family buried at Aſhby-de-la-Zouch. This lady was emi- 
nent for her piety and religion. It is ſaid, that in the courſe of her 
life, ſhe expended 100,000l. in public and private acts of charity. 


——— —— — 


MARK ET- BOSWORTH. 


Under this head, I am to give ſome account of the deciſive battle 
fought in Sutton- field, near this place: --- 


To oppoſe that power, which by the moſt diabolical acts had 
forced its way to the throne of England, the Earl of Richmond 


landed 
Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Burion. Domeſday. 


Barrow, - Barrough, Barhop, Barhou, Barrehorde, V. E. G. Pa. St, 
John's College, Cambridge. In. William Burrow, K. b. 
£L15-2- 8 Pl. 2, fig. 9. D. Holy Trinity. 
Barſton, - Barkſton, Bartinſton, Barcheſtone. V. F. Pa, Duke of Rut- 
| F land. In. T. Stout Wagſtaff, K. b. (7 5 6 D. St. 
John the Baptiſt. 
Barton in the Beanes, Bartone. 8. Part in the pariſh of Boſworth, and part in Nelſon. 
Barwell, - Barewelle, R. 8. Pa. Elizabeth Aſhby, widow ; Sir Roger 
Newdigate, Baronet; and Tho. Bloxham, gent, In. Simon 
Adams, K. b. Z20- 10 7 D. St. Mary, 
Baſſett-Houſes, - 8 


Beaumanor, VW. G. 

Beaumund Leyes, — . 8. | 

Beby, - Bebi. R. E. G. Pa. the Earl of Shaftſbiry, In. Thomas 
Bryer. K. b. £15 - 2 - 6 D. All Saints, 

Belgrave, 2 Merdegrave. V G. Pa. Biſhop of Litchfield. In. John 
Clayton. K. b. £43 - 16 5 Pl. 1, fig. 2. D. St. Peter. 

Belton, - . V. W. G. Pa. Lord Rawdon, In, Theophilus 


H. Haſtings. K. b. £8 - 18 - 4 D. St. John the Baptiſt 

Belvoire-Priory & Caſtle, F. See Views, p. 104 and 117, | 

Bertſanby, = Bęſelby. F. Is in the pariſh of Saltby. Bilecd 
on⸗ 
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landed in Wales from the Continent, attended by a ſmall army of 
friends and ſollowers, ſhafers of his fortune. Richard, on the 
other hand, brave, reſolute, and determined to craſh the efforts of 
his enemies, marched with his army from Nottingham, where he 
had held his court, to meet his opponent, who claimed the 
Crown of England. The armies came in fight of each other near 
Boſworth. Richard's penetration found all was not right; he 
doubted the ſincerity of Lord Stanley, who, with his followers, kept 
at ſome diſtance from Richard's camp. He therefore ſent a peremp- 
tory meſſage to him, to advance and join him, at the peril of Lord 
Strange's head, (Stanley's fon). Stanley refuſed, and anſwered, that 
he had more ſons than one. Richard, in anger, ordered Lord 
Strange's head to be ſtruck off; but his chieftains told him, that 
this was a time to fight, not to execute, 


The King drew out his army upon a plain, rather elevated, and 
placed his ſoldiers nearly in a line, in order to ftrike terror; his 
archers under the command of the Duke of Norfolk, in the centre; 
his horſe formed a right and left wing ; the former, under his own 
immediate command, were choſen warriors, In this poſition, he, on 


horſeback, 
Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Burton. Domeſday. 
Billeſdon, - Billeſdone. V. Gar, P. J. Whittingham, preſent Vicar, 


has lately ſold the Advowſon, Pl. 4, fig. 4. K. b. £14-10 
D. St. John. | 


Bilſton, - Bildeftone, S. In the pariſh of Norton. 
Bitteſby, - Bittelyſby, Bicbeſlie, Gu. In the pariſh of Clay broke. 
Bitteſwell, - Betmi/well, Bittuefavell, V. Gu. Pa. Haberdaſher's Company, 
London. In. J. Powell. K. b. C4 3 o D. St. Mary. 
Blaby, - Bladi. R. Gu. Pa, the King. In. Edward Stokes. K. b. 
Den Li5- 5-0 Pl. 2, fig. 4. D. All Saints. 
Blaſton, — Bladeſtone, Blaſtone, Blaueſtone, Gar. R. or free Chapel, in 


the pariſh of Hallaton and Medbourne. £74 - 130 clear 
value. K. b. £18 - 13 - 4 D. St. Giles. 
Blangherby, C. to Aſhby - de-la-Zouch. 
Bocherdſon, — — = 8. In the pariſh of Ratby. 
Market-Boſworth, - Bareſtwerde. R. G. Pa. Sir Wolſtan Dixie, Bart. In. Tho. 
Wright. K. b. 55 - 18 - 3 D. St. Peter, | 
Huſband-Boſworth, - Bareſworde, R. Gar. Pa. Tho. Smith, Efq. In. Richard 
| Pearce, K. b. (24 15 - 7 D. All Saints, 
Bottesford, - Bothesford, Botesford, R. F. Pa. Duke of Rutland, In. 
| ohn Thoroton. K. b. L51-5-o PI. 4, fig. 3. D. St. 
1 | ary. : ä 
BowGen-Magna, - Bugeaone. V. Gar. Pa. , In, E. Griffin. K. b. 
18122 D. St. Peter. 


Bradgate, 


6334) 


horſeback, harangued them in a ſpeech of invective, againſt Rich. 
mond, whom he called a Welch Miléſop. 


Richmond, ſeeing Richard's army formed for battle, ſent alſo to 
Lord Stanley for his affiſtance ; but he refuſed to join him, telling 
the meſſenger that he would come in convenient time. Richmond 
was much hurt at this anſwer. Richmond's army, about 5009 
ſtrong, was formed for ſhew alſo, The archers were placed in the 
centre, under the command of John, Earl of Oxford ; the right 
wing (horſe) was led by Sir Gilbert Talbot ; and the left, by Sir 
John Savage. Henry rode up and down the line to encourage his 
followers, and then harangued them, as Richard had done, in a 
ſpeech, upbraiding the King with the epithets-=-- Tyrant, Murderer, 
and Monſter. 


At the ſound of the trumpet, Richmond's army moved towards 
Richard's, which were ſtationed, as I obſerved before, more upon 
an Elevation. Richard's moved alſo: then the archers began the 
fight, with a plentiful diſcharge of arrows : the fortune of the day 
for a time ſeemed wavering. Richard ſeeing Richmond at one time 
ill-attended, ruſhed forward, flew the Earl's ſtandard-bearer, Sir 
William Brandon, and unhorſed Sir John Cheney, and attacked the 


Earl 
Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Buxton. Domeſday. 
Brad gate, - See p. 117 and 118. W. G. 
Bradley, - G. 
Branſon, - Branteſtone. R, F. Pa. the Duke of Rutland. In. Henry 
Martin. K. b. £15 - 10- 5 D. St. Guthlake. 
Braunſton, 8 Branteſtone. 8. C. to Glenfield. D St. John the Baptiſt. 
Bredon, - | . V. W. G. Pa, the Earl of Stamford. In. G. ]. 


| Foſter. K.b.£6-2- 8 D. St. Mary. 
Rrantingby, - —— F. C. to Thorpe-Arnolg, | 
Bringhurſt, — —— . V. Gar. Pa. the Earl of Guildford, In. Edw. 
Ireſon, K. b. C11 15 o D. St. Nicholas, 
Brokeſby, — ' Brocheſdi, R. E. G. Pa. George Wright, Eſq. In. Tho. 
Mia. Kid. £ ay 12-6 Pl. 3, fig. 8. D. St. Michael, 
Broughton, . Broftone. R. F. Pa. Lord Feverſham's Deviſces. In. Sa- 
muel Greenway. K, b. C11 5 7. 
Broughton-Aſtley , Broenbtone, Brotone. R. Gu. Pa. * Munday, Eſq. In. T. 
Graves. K. b. C26 10 6 D. St. Mary. 
Bruntingthorp, - Brandi neſtborpe. R. Gu. Pa, —————, In, — 
| | K. b. Lio-7 - 6 D. St. Mary. | 
Bruntingthorpe, - alias Braunſton-gate, near Leiceſter S. 

Byckminſter, = Bucheminſtre. V. F. Pa. Duke of Devonſhire, In. Edward 
A Heathcate. K. b. (8 7 3 D. St. John the Baptiſt. 
Burbache, — Burbece, 8. C. to Aſton-Flamville. | R 
N | arrows 
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Farl in the face of his own army, who were ſtricken with amaze- 
ment at his extraordinary courage. Stanley, ſeeing the danger of 
Richmond's cauſe, at. this juncture, joined him with 3000 principal 
ſoldiers, who ſoon turned the fortune of the day. The King's 
forces, many of them, upon this, deſerted his cauſe, and left him al- 
moſt alone to terminate his career of matchleſs valour. He undaunt- 
edly ruſhed amid' the arms of his enemies to meet, a ſecond time, 
the contender for his crown ; but in the purſuit he was brutally 
hacked to pieces by Richmond's army, who, when expiring on the 
ground, moſt inhumanly and cowardly plunged their ſwords and 
daggers into his heart and body, which latter has been compared by 
writers to a ſieve full of holes. Thus ended the ſhort reign of 
kichard the Third, the 22d of Auguſt, 1485. 


Particulars, or anecdotes, of this ill-fated monarch, relative, 
chiefly, to the town and county of Leiceſter :--- 

Speed, ſpeaking of the king being at Nottingham, when the news 
was brought him of the Earl's advance to Litchfield, fays, © Hee 


4 P (the 
Picſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Burton. Demeſday. 
Burrow, "_ Burc-Burg. R. Gar. Pa. Henry Manton, Eſq; and others, 


In. William Brown. K. b. C12 View of Burrow-hill, 
See page 117. D. St. Mary. 


Burſtall, - Burſtelle W. G. C. to Belgrave. Pl. 5, fig. 2. St. John 
the Evangeliſt. 

Burton, - Bortone, Burtone. E. G. Pariſh of Preſtwould. 

Burton Lazers, Burtone. F. C. to Melton Mowbray. 


Burtone. R. Gar. Pa. the Rev. William S. Lee, the preſeut 
Rector. K. b. 18 5-10 
Gar. C. to Thurnby. 


Burton Novery, 


Buſkby, - — — 
Cadeby, - Chitebie, R. 8. Pa. Sir Wolſtan Dixie, Bart. In, Nichols 
; W. Robinſon. K. b. (4 - 10 - 2 D. All Saints. 

Carleton, 2! Cherlintone, S. C. to Market Boſworth. D. St. Mary, 

Carleton Curley, - Carletone, Carlintone. R. Gar. Pa. Sir Johu Palmer, Bart. 
In, M. Slye. K. b. G18 15 - 10 D. St. Mary. 

Catthorpe, — Caitorp. R. Gu. Pa. joſeph Harper, Eſq. In. J. Jaques. 
K. b. C5 5 2 

Cadwell, — Caldeuuelle. F. C. to Rhodetey. D. St. Mary. 

Cherley, - Cernelaga. W. G. 

Charnwood-Foreſt, — 0 

Cleibroke, - Claibroc, V. Ga. Pa. the King, In. D. Mackinnon, 
K. b. L30 - 10- 5 D. St. Peter. 

Claxſton, „ — —. V. F. Pa. William Halled; Eq. 

Coſby, 6 pM Cofbie, Caſebi V. Gu. Pa, Jervoiſe Clark Jervoiſe, Eſq. 
In. J. Boldero. K. b. C4 15 Pl. 5, fig. 7. D. St. 
Michael. ; 


Coſington, 


— ——— — — — 
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(the king) marſhelled his followers ; and like a valiant Captaine 
and politicke leader, ſet forward his Battailes, five and five in a rank. 
In the midſt of his troops he beſtowed his carriages, and himſelf 
mounted upon a white courſer invironed with his guard, followed 
by his footman and the wing of horſemen, ranged on every ſide with 
a frowning countenance, but yet in great pompee, entered the town 
of Leiceſter after the Sun was ſet ; being full of indignation and 
ſwelling in anger, which ſomewhat he aſſwaged with threats of 
revenge.” 


* 


The ſame night Richard ſlept at Leiceſter, at the Blue Boar Inn. 
The houſe is now ſtanding, or rather, I apprehend, part of it; 
it is ſhewn in the engraving, accompanied with a repreſentation of 
the bedſtead whereon he lay. The latter is in poſſeſſion of Mr. 
Alderman Drake. 


The hiſtory of the bedſtead, is briefly thus : - It continued in 
the houſe after the death of Richard, till the reign of James the 
Firſt, when the owner, Mr. Clark, who kept the Inn, or his wife, 


diſcoyered 
Preſent Names from Ancient Names ſrom 
Burton. Demeſday. 
Coſington, = Coſinlone. R. E.G. Pa. Thomas Babington, Eſq. In, W. 
Babing ton. K. b. C17 17 - 6 D. All Saints. 
Coſton, - - Caſtene. R. F. Pa. the King. In. William Harvey. K. b. 


16 - 16 - 3 D. St. Andrew. 

Cotes Deivile, — . Gu. C. to Kimcote. 

Cotteſbach, — Coteſlece. R. Gu. Pa. Robert Marriott, the preſent Rector. 
K. b. (10 6-8 


Cotes, — — E. G. In the pariſh of Preſtwould. 

Coton, - » 8. C. to Boſworth, 

Counteſthorpe, — — C. in the pariſh of Blaby. D. St. Andrew. 

Cranhowe, - Craweho, V. Gar, Pa, the Duke of Montague, In. Benj. 
Ingham. K.b.Z8- 16 - 8 D. St. Michael. 

Croft, — G . Pa. . In. Thomas Adnutt. 
K. b. £12 - 13 - 

Cropſton, - Crotone. W. G. In the pariſh of Thurcaſton, 


Crocheſtone, Crohone, V. F. Pa, the Duke of Rutland, 
In. Samuel Beilby. K. b. £7 - 14 - 7 Pl. 4, fig. 2. 

. R. E.G. Pa. Duke of Rutland. In. Philip 

Hacket. K. b. (8 3 - 4 D. St. John the Baptiſt. 


Croxton Kiriell, 


South Croxton, 


15 


Cunſton, . R. 8. Pa. George Boott, clerk. In. John Bird. 
K. b. C5 36 

Dadlington, - — 5. C. to Hinkley, D. St. James, 

Dalby Magna, = Dalbi, V. E.G, Pa. Char. Sidley Burdett, Eſq. In. John 


Davie. K. b. £8 - 4 - 7 D. St. Swithin. 
Dalli. V. F. Pa. E. Wigley Hartopp, Eſq. In, Samuel 
Hartopp, K. b. 49 D. St. James. 


Dalby Parva, 
| Dalby 
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diſcovered a large quantity of money hidden between two falſe bot- 
toms of the bedſtead. Growing ſuddenly rich by this diſcovery, 
Mrs. Clark, whoſe huſband died tome time after, was murdered by 
her ſervant maid, aſſiſted by ſeven men, who plundered the houſe of 
all the valuables, for which crime they were hanged at Leiceſter ; 
and the bedſtead was purchaſed by one of the ſervants of the inn. 
Afterwards it was cut down to make it fit for a low room in Red- 
croſs ſtreet, Leiceſter, before it was purchaſed by Mr. Drake, who 
informs me that when he firit had it, the gilding, in many places of 
the carved work, was then viſible, | 


Bow-bridge, near Leiceſter, has been long memorable on account 
of Richard the Third, over which he marched his army to battle ; 
and over which his dead body was brought back, tied with ropes, 
over a horſe. The bridge is narrow, and has 5 arches. It 
is ſaid, an old woman of Leiceſter, on being told that the king 
ſtruck his ſpur at a ſtone of the bridge, in going over, ſhe progno- 
ſticated that there his head would be beaten, which we are told hap- 


pened. 
Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Burton. 1 Domeſday. 

Dalby on the Woulds, — Dalbi. E. G. Belonged formerly to the Knights Hoſpitalers. 

Desford, - Diresford, R. 8. Pa. the King, In. Richard Wilſon. 
K. b. (8 9- 7 D. St. Martin. 

Diſeworth, - Diwvortt, V. W. G. Pa. the Company of Haberdaſhers, 
London. In. William Sparrow. K.b. £4 D. St. Bar- 
tholomew. 


Diſhley Grange, — Dixleia. W. G. C. with Thorp curacy. D. All Saints. 

Caltle Donington, = Donitone, V. W. G. Pa. Leonard Foſbrooke, Eſq. In. 
Joſeph Collier. K. b. £8 - 2 - 3 D. St. Edward. —The 
Fac fimiles mentioned page 170, are many of them given in 
the Beaumanor collection. 


Donington, - Dunitone. 8. C. to Ibitock, D. St. Peter. 

Doniſthorpe, - Durandeſtorp. Part in Leiceſterſhire and part in Derbyſhire. 
Drayton Fenney, Draitone. R. 8. Pa, the King. In. Tho. Leptrott. K. b. 
Li1-0- D. St. Michael. 

Drayton, - . Gar. C. to Bringhurſt. D. St. James. 

Dunton Baſſet, - Dunitone, V. Gu. Pa. John Cox, clerk. In. —. 
K.b.Z6- O- 10 D. All Saints, 

Eaſton, = Eftone, Gar, C. to Bringhurſt. D. St. Andrew. 

Eaton, - ——— V. F. Pa. the King. In. R. Hardy. K. b. 
17 - 11 - 3 D. St. Dennis. 

Edmundthorpe, - Edmereſtorp. R. F. Pa. the King, In. C. Sherrard. K. b. 


(14 12 - 8 D. St. Michael, 

» R. 8. Pa. Lord Viſcount Wentworth. In. Wm. 
Pares. K. b. C6 13 - 4.— See the church ruin, p. 189, 
Excurſions. It once had a ſpire ſteeple, and monuments in 


it 70 years ago. 
Ender by, 


Elmeſthorpe, — 
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pened. The little bridge which belonged to the Friars, near it, fell 
the latter end of the year 1791; it has been frequently miſtaken 
by ſtrangers for this bridge. 


Richard's body was expoſed in the Town-Hall, Leiceſter, to the 
multitude, upon a common table, and was afterwards, without 
ceremony, interred in the Grey Friars church. Over which, by the 
order of King Henry the Seventh, was erected, an alabaſter monu- 
ment, which was torn down at the Reformation, and his bones dug 
up and thrown into the river, which runs under the preſent Bow. 


bridge. 


Opinions are various reſpecting the poſition of the armies at Boſ- 
worth fight ; ſome of them are plauſible, but without authority to 
ſupport them. I will therefore recount none of them. l viſited the 
ſpot, and like others, my attention was engaged in comparing what 
I had heard with what I ſaw, but with little profit. However, I 
raiſed in my mind two armies ; I pencilied the idea, but I am fear- 
ful that it is unlike what it ſhould be. There is conſolation, 
it muſt be allowed, in indulging thoughts fraught with conjecture. 
Walpole has given his © Hiſtoric doubts” reſpecting the character 


of 
Preſent Names from Anclent Names from 
Burton. | Domeſday. 
Enderby, * Endrebie, Erendeſberie, Erendeſbi. V. 8. Pa. Charles Loraine 


Smith, Eſq, In. Lambton Lorraine. K. b. (10-8 9 
Pl. 2, fig. 3. D. St. John the Baptiſt. 


Eſtwell, Eſteunelle. R. F. Pa. the King. In. J. Knipe. K. b. 
| Lg - 12 - 1 D. St. Michael. 
Evington, — Avinlone. R. Gar. Pa. the Bp, of Lincoln. In. R. Coulton. 
K. b. (7 16 8 Pl. 1, fig. 4. D. St. Dennis. 
Flekney, Flecheni, Flechenio, Gar. C. to Wiſtow. Pl. 6, fig. z. 
D. St. Michael. | 
Foſton, - Feſtone. R. Gu. Pa. Thomas Boothby, Eſq, In. Thomas 
Ludlam, K. b. {14 -2- 3 
Foxton, - Foxeſtoue, V. Gar. Pa. the King. In. John Biſhop, 
KD. 47 3-4 Fl. 1, fg. 1. D. St. Andrew. 
Fraby, - Fredebi. F. C. to Melton, 
Friſby, - Gar. C. to Gaulby, Pl. 3, fig. 7. 
Friſby, - Friſby, Friſebie. V. E. G. Pa. the King. In. William 


Brecknok Wragge. K. b. (7 - 16-8 Pl. z, fig. 7. 
| D. St. Thomas-a-Becket. 3 
Froleſworth, — Freleſworde, Frelleſtorde. R. Gu. Pa. Rev. William Ba- 


bington. In, George Noble. K. b. (12 100 
| D. St. Nicholas. 
Gaddeſby, - Gadeſbie, E. G. C. to Rhodely. D. St. Michael. 


Gerendon, - — —. W. G. See page 52, and 274. 


Garthorpe, 
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of Richard, in captivating, but I am fearful deceiving language. 
Hutton has given us “ Boſworth fight” in novel and entertaining 
words, but they are words of conjecture. Mr. Robinſon, of Hink- 
ley, perhaps properly, has brought even the Sun in aid of his opi- 
nion; and my friend, Mr. Nichols, in his Collections, ſeems tranſ- 
ported beyond his uſual gravity, where he deſcribes his viſit to this 
what he calls © Claſſic ground.” The preſent and future ages are 
likely to be in darkneſs, reſpecting many of the events of this reign. 
Ambition might, but hiſtorians of the day do not tell us truths. 
Partizans wrote, and their governing principle was to pleaſe their 
chicftains who fought under the White and Red Roſe. ; 


One remark I may make, without the aid of conjecture, that Boſ- 
worth fight coſt one of the greateſt heroes England ever produced, 
his crown and life, and levelled his conqueror and ſucceſſor with 
the loweſt of the human race. Unlettered peaſants, butchers, and 
chimney-ſweepers, have killed their fellows in a conflict; but none 
of them inſulted the bodies of the helpleſs ſlain. That alone was 
left for the Earl of Richmond and his followers. 


4Q In 


Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Burton. Domeſday | 
Garthorpe, — Gedirop. V. F. Pa. Lord Sonds. In. Drury Sheeles. K. b. 


al. 55. 2d. D. St. Mary. | 
Galbi, Gerberi. R. Gar. Pa. Rev. Henry Green. In. Rich. 
Walker. K. b. 18/. 2s. 64. Pl. 5, fig. 8. D. St. Peter. 
Gilmoreton, - Mortone. R. Gu. Pa. Dean Judd Burdett. In. Robert 
Marriott. K. b. 17/. 14s. 74. D. All Saints. 
Glen. V. Gar. Pa. Sir George Robinſon, Bart. In. Na- 
thaniel North. K. b. 121. 14s. 24. D. St. Cuthbert. 


13) 


Gaulby, 


Fi 


Glenn Magna, 


Glenn Parva, - Gu. C. to Aileſton. 

Glenfield, - — . V. 8. Pa. Clement Winſtanley, Eſq. Ia. Ed- 
ward Lilly. K. b. 13. gs. gd. D. St. Peter. 

Gloweſton, ” . R. Gar. Pa. Earl of Cardigan. In. Stephen 
Makew. K. b. 81. 

Godeby, 773 Goliebi. R. F. Pa. Archdeacon of Rocheſter. In. Edward 
Cartwright. K. b. 16/. D. St. Dennis. 

Godeby, - Goutebi. Gar. C. to Bilſdon. 


Goldſmith's Grange, = ————. F. Formerly the inheritance of John Goldſmith. 
. Goppeſhull, - Gopeſbille. 8. See page 280. 


Gracedieu, - —. W. G. Here was a Monaſtery for Nuns, 
Grimſton, — Grimeſione. E. G. C. to Rhodely, 2. St. Peter. 
Grooby, @ Grobi. 8. C. to Ratby. 
Gumley, - Godmundelai, Gutmondeſtea. R. Gar. Pa, Dean and Chapter 


of Lincoln. In. Richard Gordon, K. b. 16/. 25. 64. 
D. St. Helen. 


Hallaton, 
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Tn the Muſeum of Mr. Green, of Lichfield, is a curious handle 
of a croſs-bow, found at Boſworth Field. 


I ſaw a cannon ball, found upon Amyon Hill, in Boſworth-field, 
at Mr. Jee's, of Peckleton. It was perceived, that gentleman in- 
forms me, in digging for a poſt-hole a few years ſince. At the 
ſame time and place, ſome pieces of iron or braſs reſembling coffin 
handles, were diſcovered, which he thinks might be pieces of ar. 
mour. The ball is 3Ib. weight, and appears to be caſt metal. In 
Upton lordſhip, a mile from Amyon Hill, was found a ball about 
a pound weight. Two balls, Mr. Jee informs me, were. found 
upon or near Amyon Hill, which were ſome time ſhewn chained 
together, at a houſe in Sutton Cheynell. In this lordſhip the battle 
was fought, and there many of the killed were buried. Theſe 
diſcoveries rather indicate the uſe of cannon in that battle, although 
hiſtory is filent about it. 


There is a ſtory preſerved in Peck's Deſiderata Curioſa, about a 
natural ſon of Richard the Third. It appeared by the Regiſter of 
the pariſh of Eaſtwell, about the year 1733, in the poſſeſſion 
of the then Lord Heanage, Earl of Winchelſea, at Eaſtwell-Houſe, 


that 
Prefent Names from Ancient Names ſrom 
Burton. Domeſday. 
Hallaton, - Helelone. R. Gar, Pa. J. M. Grimwood and Wm. Goſtling. 


Eſqrs. In. C. J. Bewick. K. b. 171. 65. Gd. & 18. 135. 4. 
D. St. Michael. 
Halſted, 2 —— . E. 6. Now but little known, 


Hamilton, — E. G. In the pariſh of Barkby, Here was for- 
merly the Seat of the Hamiltons, allied to the Kings of 
Scotland. This was once the poſſeſſions of the old Eatls of 
Leiceſter, 

Harby, - Herdebi, Hertebi. R. F. Pa. Duke of Rutland, In. Bennet 
Storor. K. b. 20. D. St. Mary. 

Harburrow, — —. R. Gar. Pa. Chriſt Church, Oxford. In. Edw. 

3 Vardy, D. St. Dennis. 

Hardwick, . Gar. Alice de Willoughby held lands here, of the 
honour of Leiceſter, 

Hareſton, . Herſtan. R. F. Pa, the King, In. Edward William Carr. 
K. b. 8/. 15. 84, D. St. Michael. 

Hatherne, . w—_— R. W. G. Pa, Sir Wm. Gordon, in right of his 
wife. In. William Middleton. K. b. 12/, D. St. Peter, 

ether, Hadre. R. 8. Pa. Joſeph Shirley, gent. In. Paul 
Becher. K. b. 7. 175. 84. 

Hemington, - —, W. G. C. to Lockington. 


Higham, - a—_— R. 8. Pa. Thomas Fiſher, Eſq. In. Jon 
Gaunt, K. b. 7. gs. 44. D. St. Peter. 
Hinkley, 
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that it had this entry: “ Richard Plantagenet was buried the 224 
of December, Anno et ſupra, Ex Regiſtero de Eaſtwell, ſub 


Anno 1550. 


This Richard Plantagenet was faid to be the natural ſon of 
Richard the Third, from theſe circumſtances. 


When Sir Thomas Moyle built Eaſtwell- Houſe, ſome time after 
the battle of Boſworth, he obſerved that the chief bricklayer, 
whenever he left off work, retired with a book to read. Sir Tho- 
mas being defirous of knowing what book he read, found it to be 
written in latin. After converſing with him ſome time, he found 
him to be {killed in that language, and defirous of communicating 
ſomething of importance to Sir Thomas ; --= which was: That he 
was brought up with a nurſe till he was ſeven years old, and then he 
was put to a private ſchool in Leiceſterſhire, without knowing who 
were his parents. That he remembered, when he was about 15 
years old, that a gentleman uſed to come to him frequently to 
ſe that he wanted for nothing. That once, about this age, he was 
taken to a fine ſtately houſe, and was there viſited by a gentleman 


nobly 
Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Hurton. Domeſday 
Hickley, - Hinchelie, V. S. Pa. Deacon and Chapter of Weſtminſter, 


| In. Cole Galloway. K. b. gl. gs. 94. D. St. Mary. 
Holt, — Gar. C. to Medburne. D. St. Giles. 
Holwell, - Holesford, Holewwelle, F. C. to Abkettleby: D. St. Leonard. 


Honioghold, "® Horniwale. V. with Blaſton. Gar. Pa. Thomas Dunmer. 
In. William Kingſman. K. b. 6/. 16s. 84, D. St. Peter. 

Hoton, - Hohtone, Holetone. E. G. C. Pa. Cha. James Packe, Eſq. 
In. Joſeph Dawſon. 

Houby, a Hobie. R. E. G. Pa. Rev. H. Browne, the preſent Rector. 
K. b. 221. 8. 9d. Pl. 3, fig. 6, with Rotherby. 

Houghton, - — —. R. Gar. Pa. Rev. Richard Covlton, the preſent 
Rector. K. b. 16]. 12s. Pl. 4, fig. 5.— This Manor was 
held by the Tenure of Villenage, which is as ancient as 
Noah; but is now aboliſhed, St. Catherine, 

Howes, 2 Howes. V. F. Pa. Duke of Rutland. In. Henry Hough. 
© Du 71. 25. 6d. i 

Hugleſcote, - Uadecote. S. C. to Ibſtock. D. St. James, - : 

Humberſon, - Humer/ftane. V. E.G. Pa. the Rev. Dudley; the 
preſent Vicar, K. b. 8J. Pl. 1, fig. 9. D. St. Mary. 

Huncote, - Hunecote, Hunſcote. S. In the pariſh of Narborough. | 


Hungerton, - Hungretone. V. E. G. Pa. Shuckburgh Aſhby, Eſq. In. T. 
Clark, K. b. g/. 85, 
Thbefloche. R. 8. Pa. the Biſhop of Rocheſter. In. S. Madan- 


Ibſloke 
K. b. 19“. 87. 114, D. St. Dennis; U 
Uſton, 
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nobly dreſſed, with a ſtar and garter on, who aſked him ſeveral 
queſtions, and talked kindly to him, and gave him money. After 
which he was conducted back to ſchool. Some time after he was 
attended by the ſame gentleman, and heard the news of Richmond 
being landed, and was ſoon after conducted to Boſworth-field and into 
the tent of King Richard, who embraced him and told him he was 
his ſon. But child, (fays he) to-morrow 1 muſt fight for my 
crown, arid I aſſure you, that if I loſe that, I will loſe my life too; 
but I hope to preſerve both. Do you ſtand in ſuch a place (direct- 
ing him where) and you may ſee the battle, out of danger. When 
I have gained the victory, come to me, I will then own you to be 
mine. But if I ſhould loſe the battle, {hiſt for yourſelf, but tell no 


one that I am your father.” 


After the battle was over, and all loſt, he obſerved to Sir Thomas 
that he ſet off for London; but juſt as he arrived at Leiceſter, he 
ſaw a dead body brought into that town, upon a horſe ; and upon 
looking ſtedfaſtly upon it, he found it to be that of his father. In 
London he put himſelf apprentice to a bricklayer, and at length died, 


it 
Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Burton. Demeſday. 
Ilſton, = - C. Part in Noſeley and part in Carlton Carley. 
Ingarſby, 2 Inuuareſlie. Gar. In the pariſh of Hungerton. 
Kame, — Caiham. E. G. C. to Rhodely, 
Kegworth, 2 Cacheworde, Cagewvorde, R. W. G. Pa. Chriſt College, 


Cambridge. In. Thomas Parkinags. K. b. 25. 157. 7%. 
D. St. Andrew. In 1773, in a gravel pit, were found 
| f two earthen pots full of human bones. 
Keythorp, - Cheitorp. Gar. In the pariſh of Tugby. 
Kettleby, - —— . F. C. (deſtroyed) to Melton Mowbray. 
Kibworth Beauchamp, - —. R. Gar. Pa. Merton College, Oxford, In. J. 
Norman. K. b. 39“. 14s. 114. D. St. Wilfrid. 


Kibworth Harcoutt, = ——— R. Gar. Here was formerly a Chapel. 
Kilby, - Celebi, Gu. C. to Wiſtow. D. St. Mary Magdalen, 
North Kil wort, Chiburde. R. Gu. Pa. Rev. Jeremiah Belgrave, the preſent 


Rector. K. b. 15/. os. 54. D. St. Andrew. 


South Kilworth, += - Chivelefworde. R. Gu. Pa. the King, In. Charles Cham- 
bers. - K. b. 10. 87. 11d. 
Kincote, 2 Chenemundeſcote, R. Gu. Pa. Lord Willoughby de Broke, 


In. Robert Miller. K. b. 2o/. 16s. 34. D. All Saints. 
Kirby, = Cherchebi. 8. C. to Glenfield. D. St. Bartholomew. 
Kirkby Bellere, Chirchebi, V. F. Pa. — —. In. George 


Coulſton. Pl. 3, fig. 9. D. St. Peter. 
Kirkby Malory, Cherebi, R. 8. Pa. Viſcount Wentworth, In. William 


Pares. K. b. 15%. : | 
1 Knaptoft, 


13 


17 


— — — — . — — _ 
I — — 7 * . K lAößx—x— P ̃7˙*w-‚̃ kN!!! . U eine, CEE. noo oo > 
* — 8 =. . 
- G — LY 


. ——— —— — — — — — _ 
— — — — —e— 


1 Plate J. VILLAGE CHURCHES . 1 


eee 


7 
TOs 


TX. 
8 a\ 
A 
f 1 
-. 


. 
N * 
WIE I 
de) AE 


D k g * 
3 "= N — Wax 
o EY Wi * 
| Ng” 


40 
DER 


5 
— 


© Wo 


"II 4 
Io ood? 


5 
* o 


2 OY \ * p — mY "Jo * p _ as 0 = 
1 8 


1 7 
* . 


2 — — 


* 
. 


* 
# a"; 
* wh 
Py 
oe Bog 


8 


* 
— 


—_ 
5 


N * 
wm 2 
2 
e 


— * 


be? 
Ry 
8 


by 


we 77 

FO, 

FRESL bay 
7. 


Sc 
L 


{ 16's 


2 * 
"IV 
3 POM * 
NTT 
= FOR, 57 a4 1 .. 


_ 


Publohid by I. THRO &EY , Leicerter e Witihoer: Roromant Street £ ondon 


it is ſuppoſed, at the age of 81, in a little hut, built for his own ule, 
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near Eaſtwell-houſe, 


HARBUROUGH U ct, 


Is repreſented page 1 54, Excurſions. 


near this place favourable for a Town view. 


Preſent Names from 
Burton. 


Rnaptoft, 
Knawſton, 


Knighthorpe, 
Knighton, 


Knipton, 


Langley, - 


Church Langton, 


Eaſt Langton, 
Weſt Langton, 
Laughton, 


Launde, 
Leare, 


Leekeborne; 


LeicesTEeR, 


All Saints,. 
. Martin's, 
. Mary, 
« Nicholas, 
« Margaret, 


. Leonards, 
Peter's, 

Clement's, 
0 Michael's, 


Lindley, 
Jodding ton, 


Lockington, 


* 


4 R HINCRRK LET. 


Ancient Names from 
Dame ſday . 


Cnapetot. R. Gu. Pa. Duke of Rutland. In. Richard 
Watſon, K. b. 32/. 125. 64, Church down. 

Knofirone, R. Gar. Pa. Richard Palmer, Eſq. In. John 
Dovglaſs. K. b. 6/. 117. 84. D. St. Peter. 

— la the pariſh of Loughborough. 

0 : C. with St. Margaret, Leiceſter. Clear value 6“. 
Th $4 BY $e© - 

Cnipetone. R. ' F. Pa. the Duke of Rutland. In. William 
Peters, K. b. 16/, 125. 344. View of the church, p. 117. 
D. All Saints, 

W. G. Here was a Monaſtery of Nuns. 
Langetone, Langtone, R. Gar. Pa. Rev. William Hanbury, 
the preſent Rector. K. b. 48/. 7s. 44. D. St. Peter. 

In the pariſh of Church Langton, 
la the ſame pariſh. 
Lacheſtone. R. Gar. Pa. Robert Shuttleworth, Eſq. In. 
Char. E. Souttleworth. K. b. 100. 10s. 54. D. St. Luke. 
— . Sce p. 54 aid 289. | 
Legre. R. Gu: Pa. the late Lord Hadei, and Jemima, 
Marchioneſs Gray, his wife. In. George Maſon, K. b. 
91. 145. 924. D. St. Peter, 
8. Formerly a Grange. 


Ledecefire. The Archdeaconry includes Chriſtianity, alias Lei- 
ceſter, Framland, Gartree, Guthlaxeſton, Weſt Goſcote, 
and Sparkenhoe diviſions. N. b. 87/7. 19s. 2d. 

Pa. the King. In. Joſeph Gregory. K. b. 8“. 3s. gd. 
Pa. the King. In. Joſeph Gregory. K. b. 61. 13s. 44. 
Pa. the King. In. Thomas Robinſon. _ K. b. 84. | 
Pa. the King. In. John Anderſon. K. b. 31. 11s, 3d. 
Pa. Rev, Robert Burnaby. In. Thomas Burnaby. K. b. 
171. 85. 64d. 


Deſtroyed. 


Lilinge. 8. The chapel a ruin, 

Ludintone. V. or Curacy, E. G. Pa, Charles Morris, Eſqz- 
In. Samuel H. Healiy. Clear value 200. D. St. Michael. 

Lagintone, V. W. G. Pa. Mrs. Bainbrigge. In. Philip 


Story. K. b. 61. 7. 2d, D. » 


Loughborough, 
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SEC HL BF. 


The view of this place, which was intended to have ſhewn the 
Priory- Houſe, does it but in a very ſmall degree: the top of the 


That part of 


the town I intended to have ſhewn, I found unfavourable for a view: 
indeed the place now called the Priory, bears not the leaſt reſem- 
blance to a religious retreat. . 


Preſent Names from 
Burten. 


Loughborough, 
Louſeby, 
Lougbenham, 


Lubbeſthorpe, 
Lutterworth, 


Markfie!d, 


South Markfield, 
Medburne, 


Melton, 


Merſton, 
Miſterton, 


* 


Mithe, 
More-Barne 
Mountſorrel, 
Mouſeley, 
Muſton, 


Nailſtone, 
Naneby, 


Nethercote, 
Newbould Folville, 
Newbould Saucey, 
Newbould Verdon 


Newton Boteler, 
Newton Burdet, 
Newton Harcourt, 
Newtown, 
Newtown Linford, 
Norburcovgh, 


LEICESTER, 


Ancient Names ſrom 
Domeſday. 


La&cburne, Lucteburne. R. W. G. Pa. Emanuel College, 


Cambridge. In. Samuel Blackall. K. b. gol. 16s. 3d. 
Gloweſbi, V. E. G. Pa. Lady Foke, In. Edward Willis. 
K. b. 74. 175. 


Lubanham, Lubaham, Lubenbo. Held as a Curacy, Gar, 15. 
certified value, D. All Saints, 


Lupeftor, Luwveſtorp. 8. C. deſtroyed, 

Lutreſurde, R. Gu. Pa. the King. In, David Meyrick. 
K. b. 26/. D. St. Mary. 

Merdefield, R. 8. Pa. Lord Rawdon. In. George Brad- 


delly. K. b. 6/. 15. 84. Pl. 5, fig. 5. 
Mardefield. F. In the pariſh of Tilton. 


D. St. Michael. 


Medburne, with Holt. R. Gar. Pa. St. John's College, 
Cambridge, In, William Williams. K. b. 351. 115. 044, 
D. St. Giles. 

Medellone. V. F. Pa. Earl Howe, In. Thomas Ford, 


K. b. 161. 8s. 94. D. St. Mary. 
Mer/itone. 8. C. in the pariſh of Barwell, 
Minſtertone. R. Gu. Pa. Iſaac Franks, Eſq. 
Burnaby. K. b. 16“. 13s. 44 
. 8. In the pariſh of Sheepy. 
In the pariſh of Orton. 
It had two Chapels, one remains. 
Gar. Belonged to the honor of Leiceſter. 
1 Pa, the King. In. Geo. Crabb, K. b. 
151. 135. 154, D. St. John. 
Neluflone. R. 8. Pa. the King, 
K. b. 24/. gs. 91d. D. All Saints. 


In. Thomas | 


| — © RD . 


D. St. Peter, 


Muſelai. 


In. Lambton Loraine, 


——. 8. In the pariſh of Boſworth, 
—— W. G. 

E. G. 
—. W. G. In the pariſh of Breedon. 
Newlebi, R. 8. Pa. the Duke of Suffolk. In. Joſeph Ed- 

mundſon. K. b. 6/. 8s. 11424. D. St. James. 
Neautene, Ninuetone. W. G. In the pariſh of Swepſtone. 
E. G. C. in the pariſh of Louſeby, 

Newitone, Gar. C. in the pariſn of Wiſtow, D. St. Luke. 


. W. G. In the pariſh of Ratby, 


: R. 8. Pa. Thomas Pares, Eſq. 
Bridger, K. b. 261, 14s. 444, D. All Saints, 


In. Richard 


Normanton 
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This place, doubtleſs deſerves a ſeparate hiſtory ; I have attempt- 
ed it, and I flatter myſelf it will be found in the poſſeſſion of very 
many of the Subſcribers to this work ; in conſequence, it is not no- 
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ticed in the Excurſions, and here I only briefly mention it. 
LEICESTER, Was the Briton's Caer Lerion; the Roman's Rate ; 


the Saxon's Legerceaſter, &c. (by whom it was honoured with a Bi- 


Preſent Names from 
Burton. 


Normanton on the Heath, 
Normanton, 4 
Normanton Turville 
Norton (Hog's), = 


Norton juſta Gaulby, + 
Norton (Eaſt), . 


Nouſeley, and part oy 
Iliſton, - 
Oddeſton, — 
Okethorpe, - 
Orton on the Hill, + 
Orton (Coal) - 


Overton Sawcey, - 
Orton (Could) - 


Oſbaſton, - 
Oſgathorpe, - 
Oudeby, (Oadby) = 
Oweſton, - 
Packinton, - 
Peatling Magna, = 
Peatling Parva, «+ 
Packleton, - 
Pikewell, - 


Pinwell, - 


ſhop's 


Ancient Names from 
Domeſday. 


8. C. in the pariſh of Nailſtone. 
. C. ia the pariſh of Bottesford. 


. R. S. Pa the King. In. John Clayton. K. b, 
14/. D. Holy Trinity. 
— V. Gar. Pa. Rev. Henry Green. In. Rickard 
Walker. K. b. 32/. 7s. Pl. 5, fig. 9. D. St. John the 
Baptiſt. | 


E. G. C. in the pariſh of Tugby. — Burton, 
Bacon, and others ſay, this Chapel i, down: Service is per- 
formed in it every Sunday, 

——— R. Gar. Pa. Charles Hefilrige, Eſq. Stipen 
12/, 135. 44. — A view of the Church, page 299. 

Odeſtone. 8. In the pariſh of Shakeſton. 


Aforp, W. G. 
» V. Gu. Pa. Biſhop of Oxford, In. William 


Churchill. K. b. 6/. 127. 84. D, ———, 
Nortone. R. W. G. Pa. Sir George Beaumont, Bart. 


Owertone, 


R. F. Pa. Edward Hartopp Wigley, Eſq. Ia. 

— —. K. b. 19“. 125. 324. D. St. John 

the Baptiſt. 

. 8. Part in Boſworth and part in Cadeby pariſhes, 

Oſgodtorp. R. 8. Pa. Lord Rawdon. In. Theophilus Henry 
Haſtings. K. b. 71. D. St. Mary. 

. V. Gu. Pa. George Wright, Eſq. In. Iſaac 
Leptrot. K. b. 8/. Pl. 1, fig. 6. 

O/ulueſone. C. Pa. Sir 2 Palmer, Bart. In. Samuel 
Topp. Pl. 6, fig. 9. D. St. Andrew. 

Pachintone, V. W. 8. Pa. Lord Rawdon. In. Robert 

Haſtings. K. b. 51. 155. 104, D. —:. 

Peilinge. R. Gu. Pa. Mary Levett, Spinſter, a Minor. In. 
John Cox. K. b. 5“. gs. 2. 

Petlinge. R. Gu. Pa. the King. In. John Horton. K. b. 
gl. 145. 74. D. All Saints. 

Peckintone. R. 8. Ps. John Fiſher, Eſq. In, Wm. Wood. 
K. b. 8/, D. St. Mary. 

Pichenwells, R. Gu. Pa. the Earl of Gainſborough. In, 
William Brere. K. b. 160. D. All Saints. 

A Grange upon the edge of Warwickſhire. 

Plungar, 


— — 
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| ſhop's See) and one of the famous ſtations of the Danes in the end 
of the ninth and beginning of the tenth century. It is remarkable 
for the vaſt quantities of t coins, urns, Moſaic pavements, &c. 
found in and about it, The exiſting monuments of its high anti- 
quity are the miliary ſtone, ſuppoſed to bear the oldeſt inſcription in 
Britain; its Jury wall, an arch of which is ſhewn, page 36, fig. 3; 
Rawdikes, and ſome curious Roman pavement. It is ſituate S. E. 


of the great Conſular road, called the Foſs, and flouriſhed till the 


rebellion 
Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Burton. Domeſday. | 
Plungar, - —, V. Gar. Pa. the Duke of Rutland, Tn. John 


Stoup Wagſtaff, Clear yearly value, g/. 15.. D. Holy 
7 Croſs. 
Poultney, - Pontenei. Gu.. In the pariſh of Miſterton. 


Preſtgrave, — Abegra ve. Gar. Formerly a populous village. 
Preſtwould, - Priflenauid,. Preftewolde, C. E. G. Pa. James Packe, Eſq. 
In. Joſeph Dawſon. Clear value zo/.. D. St. Andrew. 

Quenby, - Queneberie. In the pariſh of Hungerton. 

Quernburrow,. — » V.. E. G. Pa. Deviſees, or Heir at Law of _ 
Darker, Eſq. In. John Simpfor. K. b. 8/,. Pl. 3, fig. 2 
D. St. Mary. 

Querndon, 8 . W. G. C. to Barrow. Clear value 12/. Pl. 2, 
fig. 8. D. St. Bartholomew. 

Ragdale, © Ragendele, C. E. G. Pa. Earl Ferrers, In, ———, 
80/, per annum. D. All Saints. 

Ratby,. — Redeti, V. 8. Pa. Earl of Stamford. In. George Iliff 


Foſter. K. h. 5“. G. 10d. A peculiar of Grooby, 
Radeclive Cuiley, Nadeclide. C. in the pariſh of Sheepy. D. All Saints, 
Ratcliffe on the Wreke, — . R. E. G. Pa. the King. In. Griffith Gardener, 
. | K. b. 7/. 165. 84. Pl. 3, fig..2. D. St..Bartolph. 


Raunſtone, - Rewveneſtorp. W. G. Part Derbyſhire and part Leiceſterſhire. 
Pl. 4, fig. 8. 

Redmild, — Redmelde. R. F. Pa. the Duke of Rutland. In. Henry 
Gough. K. b. 127. gs. zu. P: St. Peter. 


Rereſby, — Redreſbi, Rereſdi, R. EVG. Pa. Welk Orton, Eſq. In. 
| Thomas Orton. E. b. 17/. gs. 74. Pl. z, fig. 4. D. St. 
Michael. 


Rhodely, — No. lolei. V. W. G. Pa. Thomas Babington, Eſq. In. Mat- 
thew Babington. K. b. 111. Pl. 1, fig. 8. D. St. Mary. 

Rolleſton, — Foveſlone. Gar. C. to Bilſdon. 

Rotherby, — — . R. E. G. Pa. Samuel Steel Perkins. In. Paul 


Belcher. K. b. 19/. 25. 64. Pl. 3, fig. 6. D. All 


021 
Oaints. 


Sadington, — Sadiutene, Selintone. R. Gar. Pa. the King, In. Lambrook 
Nicholas Ruſſel. K. b. 190, 27, 64. D. St. Helen. 
Saltby, Fa Salieli. V. F. Pa. Duke of Rutland. In. Wm. Mountley.. 
Ks DO, 127. D. St. Peter. 
Sapcote, 2 Sapecote, Sapertone, R. 8. Pa. Thomas Frewin Turner, 
| clerk. In. Stanley Burrow, E. b. 10/.-115, 104. D. All 
4 Saints. 


Saxby, . 
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rebellion of one of its Earls in 1173, when it was almoſt totally de- 
ſtroyed. The age of its incorporation is not exactly known; but it 
has been governed by Mayors ever ſince the reign of Henry the 


Third. 


Its Siege, its Abbey and other religious Houſes, Caſtle, and 


ſome of its Earls, are noticed in this volume, accompanied with 


Neſent Names from 


Burton. 
Saxby, - 
Saxilby, - 
Saculford, - 
Se grave, - 
Over Seile, = 
Netker Seile, — 
Seuſterne, - 
Sextenby, 
Shaukton, — 
Sharneſord, - 
Shawell, * 
Shakſton, — 
Sheveſby, — 
Shenton, — 
Shepeſhead, 


Shepey Magna, 


Shepey Perva, — 
Earl Shilton, - 
dhouldby, - 
S!bbeldon, WG 
Sileby, 4 
Siſon, . 


48 engravings, 


Ancient Names from 


Denic ſda it 


Saxebi, Saxelbi. R. F. Pa. 5 Earl of Harborough. In. 
Robert Middleton. K. b. 5/ D. St. Peter. 

Saxchi, R. E. G. Pa. the Earl of Aylesford. In. John 
Jacques. K. b. g/. D. St. Peter. 

Scaldiſord. V. F. Pa. Duke of Rutland. In. Peter Tharo- 
ton. K. b. 81. 1s. 104, D. St. Martin. 

Scrapentet. V. Gar. Pa. Edward Hartopp Wigley, Eſq. 
In. Samuel Topp. K. b. 8/, 10s. Pl. 2, fig. 1. D. All 
Saints. 

Satgrave. R. E. G. Pa. the Maſter and Feilows of Queen's 
College, Cambridge. Ju. Thomas Thwaites. K. b. 
19/. 97. 114. 

Scella. In the pariſh of Nether Seile. 

Scele, R. W. G. Pa. William Greſley, clerk, the preſent 
ReQor; K. b. 171. 8s. 114. D. St. Peter. 

So-wweſten, F. C. to Buckminſter. 

—— F. In the pariſh of Melton. 

Scentone. R. Gar. Pa. Sir Juſtinian Iſham, Bart. In. Cha. 
Markham. K. b. 101. 13s. 44. D. St. Nicholas. 

Sceneford, R. 8. Pa, the King. In. John Horton. K. b. 
91. 18s. 94. D. St. Helen. 

Sallzvelle, R. Gu. Pa. the King. In. Robert Hernun. 
K. b. ol. 

Sterflen, V. 8. Pa. Thomas Strong Hall, Eſq. In. John 
Adam Thwaite. K. b. 5/. 2s. 34. D. St. Peter. 

Sreevſvi. Gu, C. to Knaptoſt, 

. 8. C. to Market-Boſworth, 

r Scepeſhefde, V. W. G. Pa. Sir William Gordon, 
K. B. Ia. Charles Allſop. K. b. 8/. 107. 104, D. St. 
Botolph. ; 

Scepa, Scepebe. Two R. North and South. 8. Pa. Rev. Wile 
liam Fell, the preſent Rector. K. b. 13. 46. gd. each. 
D. All Saints. 

In the pariſh of Shepey Magna. 

Sceltone. 8. C. to Kirkby-Mallory. 

Sæcldeſlerie. E. G. 

Sibeteſtone. V. 8. Pa. Pendock Neal, Eſq, In. Thomas 
Neal.“ K. b. 157. 185. 114. D. St. Botolph. 

Seglebi. W. E. G. Pa. William Pochin, Eſq. In. Ralph 
Heathcote. K. b. 8/. 15s. 54. D. St. Mary. 

Sireflone, V. E. G. Pa. the Chancellor, a and Fellows 
of Oxford. In. John Dawes Role, K. b. 7. 2s. 114. 
Pl. 3, fig. 1. D. St. Peter. 8 


Sketchley, 
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engravings, in which are views of Leiceſter. The view of Trinity 

Hoſpital, annexed, was taken the day before it was begun to be 
pulled down, to be rebuilt at the expence of his preſent Majeſty, 
Its foundation was laid in 1330, and rebuilt in 1776. The hand- 
writing copied in page 47, Was taken from an old corporation-book ; 
and that copied plate 3, in the Excurſions, is from one of the beſt 
preſerved pariſh books I have ever ſeen : the former is engraved as a 
curioſity ; the latter reſpects the ſale of ſome catholic articles at St. 


Martin's 
* 
Preſent Names from Ancient Names ſrom 
Burton. Domeſday. 
Sketchley, — — — In the pariſh of Aſton Flamville. 
Skeflington, - Sciftitone, R. E. G. Pa. Sir William Charles Farrell Skef. 
| fington. In. James Daſhwood. K. b. 12/. 13s. 94. 
D. St. Thomas-a-Becket. 
Slauſton, — Slacheftene, dlageſtone. V. Gar, Pa, the Duke of Montague. 
In. John Parker. K. b. 67. 5s. 74. D. All Saints, 

Smeton, - Ejmeditone, Gar, In the pariſh of Kibworth. 

Snareſton, - Sbernſtun. 8. In the pariſh of Swepſton. 

Snibftone, — — W. G. C. to Packington. 

Somerby, Sumerdeberie, Sumerdebia, V. F. Pa. 

In. William Brown. K. b. 6/. 16s. 84. 

Sproxton, — Sprotone. V. F. Pa. Duke of Rutland. In. William Moun- 
ſey. K b. 7. 45. 44. D. St. Mary. 

Stapleford, 2 Stapeferd, V. F. Pa. Earl of Harborough, In. John Tor- 
kington. K. b. 13/. D. St. Mary. 

Stapleton, - Stapletone. 8. C. to Barwell. 

Statherne, — Stachedirne. V. Gar. Pa. Peterhouſe College, Cambridge. 


In. Thomas Parke. K. b. 16“. 335. D. St. Guthlake. 
Staunton Harold, — W. G. C. to Breedon. 
Staunton under Bardlon. ——. 8. C. to Thornton. 
Stony Staunton, — Stantone. R. 8. Pa. Lord Rawdon. In. Robert Boucher 


Nicholls. K. b. 14/. 135. 1d. D. St. Michael. 


Staunton Wy vile, Stantone. R. Gar. Pa. Lord Rawdon. In. Paul George 
Snow. K. b. g/l. 187. 114. D. St. Michael, 

Stoke, 5 — . 8. C. to Hinkley. 

Stokerſton, - Stachetone, R. Gar. Pa. Charles Slings, Eſq. In. Vacant. 

4 K. b. 13. D. St. Peter. 
Stoneſby, — 5 * F. Pa. William Reeve, Elq. In. Vacant. 
„ b. of, 75. 

Stormeſworth, - Eon ts . Stor mode. Gu. Formerly 2 
village 

Stoughton, - Stochone. Gar, C. to Thurnby. 


Stretton Magna, = Stiratone. Gar. C. to Glenn Magna. 


Stretton Parva, - . Gar. C. to Norton, ia Gaulby, 

Stretton in the Fields, Stretone. R. W. G. 

Sutton Chainell, - Suton, Sutone, Suttene, 8. C. to Boſworth, 

Sutton, juxta Broughton, Satone. Gu. In the pariſh of Broughton- 4 !iley, 
Swannington, - — C. W. G. Ia the pariſh of Whitwick. 

Swe pſton, — Scapeſton. R. E. G. Pa. Rev. Dadley Charles Ryder, and 


Elixabeth Catherina, his wife, In. John Oliver, K. b. 


211. 185. 44. D. St. Peter. ns 
Syinln 
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Martin's, Leiceſter, at the Reformation. The ſpur, page 56, it is 
ſuppoſed, was uſed at the ſiege. „ , 


LOUGHBOROUGH, 


Is noticed fully in the Excurſions. Since that account was writ- 
ten, its Navigation has been extended to Leiceſter and Melton Mow- 


bray. The view is placed here, that all the fine plates may appear 
in his volume. 
LUTTERWORT H. 


Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Burton. Domeſday. 


Swinſen Graunge, = In the pariſh of Ibſtock. | 
Swin ford. Svinford, Svineford, Svinesford. V. Gu. Pa. Sir Thomas | 
Cave, Bart. In. Robert Smith, K. b. 5. 175. 114. | 
'D. All Saints. ' 
R. W. G. Pa. the King. In, Lloyd. ö 


Swithland, — 
K. b. 10. 45. 74. Pl. 4, fig. 9. D. St. Leonard. 0 
Temple, — — —— 8. In the pariſh of Sibbeſdon. ; F 
Thedingworth, - Tedingeworde, Tediworde, V. Gar. Pa. Sir Thomas Cave, | 
Bart. In. Charles Cave. K. b. 8/. 15s. 74. D. All | 
Saints. | I 
Thorneton, YM ——. V. S. Pa. Viſcount Maynard. In. George 


Stackhouſe. K. b. 61. 10s. 24. 


Thorpe, juxta Broughton, ————. Gu. In the pariſh of Broughton-Aſtley. 


Thorpe Parva, - ———=- Gu. C. to Colby. 

Thorpe Ernald, — ——. V. F. Pa. Duke of Rutland. In, J. Cleathing. 
K. b. 61. 175. 8d. 

Thorpe Hanker, = — . W. G. A village, a little diſtance from 
Diſhley, where the Chapel is. 

Thorpe Langton, — Sorp. Gar. C. to Church-Langton, 

Thorpe Sache ville —— - E. G. C. to Twiford. 

Thrinkeſton, — —, JI the pariſh of Whitwick. 

Thruſiogton, - Turftaneftone, V. E.G. Pa. Viſcount Malden. In. William 

Caſſon. K. b. 6/. D. Holy Trinity. 
Turchitelefline, R. W. G. Pa. Emanuel College, Cam- 


Thurcaſton, - 
bridge. In. Robert Spillman. K. b. 23/. 7s. 84. Pl. 4, 
fig. 6. D. All Saints. 

Thurleſton, = Turchileflone. R. 8. Pa. — — . II. Nathaniel 
Trotter. K. b. 131. 195. 74. 

Thurmaſton, - , Turmodeſtone, E. G. C. to Belgrave. 

Thurnby, - V. E.G, Pa. Peers James Keck, Eſq. In. 
William Cartwright. K. b. 117. Pl. 5, fig. 1. D. St. 

| Luke. 

Tilton, - Tiletone, Tillintone, V. E. G. Pa. Thomas Noel, Eſq. In. 

Benjamin Barnard. K. b. 12/. 6s. 84. D. St. Peter. 


Tir Langton, - Tenlintone. Gar. C. to Church Langton. 


Tely, - Plateley. S. A Park adjoining tò Leiceſter foreſt. 
Tong, - Tunge, W. G. In the pariſh af Breedon. 
V. E. G. Pa, the King. In. Charles Allen, 


Tugby, — Tochebi. 
K. b. 11/. 87. 44. D. St. Thomas-a-Becket, 


Twicroſs, * Tuicroſs, 8. C. to Orton, 8 
WIIOTd, 
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Tron TIT H, 


See the Excurſions, page 212. A diſtant view of it may be ſeen 
in that of Miſterton-Hall, page 296. 


MEL TON-MDW BRAT. 


This place is particularly noticed in the Excurſions. Since 
the introduction to this volume was publiſhed, the Excurſions were 


Preſent Names from 


Waltham on the Woulds, 


Walton Aſeley, 
Walton on the Woulds, 


Whatbergh, 


Whelleſburgh, 


Whittington, 
Wigſton-Magna, 


Wigſton-Parva, 


Willoughby, 


undertaken, 


Ancient Names from 
Domeſday. 


Taiworde, V. E. G. Pa. Shukburgh Afhby, Eſq. In, 
Thomas Clark. K. b. 8/. 8s. 94. D. St. Andrew. 
W. G. A Priory, in ruins. 
Ul:/iorp, Gu. In the pariſh of Claybtook. 
S8. In the pariſh of Sibbeſdon. 

Walecote, Ga. In the pariſh of Miſterton, 

Waltham. R. F. Pa. the Duke of Rutland. In. Bowyer 
Edward Sparke, K. b. 191. 5s. Pl. 4, fig. 1. D. St. 
Bartholomew. 

Gu. In the pariſh of Kimcote. 

„ W. G. C. to Kegworth. 

Waletone, Waltone. R. E. G. Pa. John Lacock Story, Eſq. 
In, Philip Story. K. b. 15/. D. St. Mary. 

Anelepe. R. W. G. Pa. Sir Charles Grave Hudſon, Bart, 
In. Robert Burnaby. K. b. 14/. 4. 4d. 

Worcen:delie, E. G. C. to Rhodely. 


- W. G. Formerly a Grange in the pariſh of 


Donington. 
Welebi. F. In the pariſh of Donington. 
Weleham, Waltcne, V. Gar. Pa. the King. In, Edward 
Griffin. K. b. 6/. 35. 44. D. St. Andrew. 
Vetlerge. Gu. In the pariſh of Kibworth. 
— 8. In the pariſh of Orton-on-the-Hill. 
E. G. Inthe pariſh of Tilton. 
» R. W. G. Pa. the King. In. Thomas Beer. 
K. b. 137. 6s. 87. 
—. 8. In the pariſh of Sibbeſdon. 
l beſtone. Gu. C. to Enderby, Pl. 2, fig. 3. 
— . 8. II the pariſh of Ratby. 


Witewic. V. W. G. Pa. the King, as Duke of Lancaſter. 
In. Francis Harris. K. b. 9. 145. 74. | 


Wichingeſtonc. V. Gu. Pa. the Matter and Wardens of the 
Haberdaſher's Company. In. J. Pigot. K. b. g/. 8s. 94. 
Pl. 5, fig. 4. D. All Saints, — | 
Nicetam. Gu. C. to Claybrook. | 
Wichinges. S. In the pariſh of Hinckley, 
iche. E. G. In the pariſh of Rhodeley. 
Wilges. E. G. In the pariſh of Ragdale. 
Wilecheby, R. Gu. Pa, Mary Levete, ſpinſter, a minor. 
In. John Cox, K. b. 11/. 11s. 34. D. St. Mary. 


p Wilſon, 


4 
1 o 
J 
] 
1 
| 
| 


- 


— —́—— , ̃§́ t. ̃] il 17 PYTIORT 


O. LTI 


e 
* 


hn 
od, 


IFHAAHM ON 


IJ” © 
—: 


8 
%, 


70 


1 Wi 


J "! 
AW 1 


ne 


ae 


11010 1 
e 


0 5 il 


"! 


ll 


ee. 


I" 


. 
0 ( 


00 i » 

| 77 
y a We l f 
f tl; f oh } 0 10 WW if 


100 
N 
{it } 
i . 


( 351 ) 


undertaken, conſequently the Market towns are more generally no- 


ticed in that, inſtead of this volume. 


Allo inſtead of an Index Map 


of the Seats, which is mentioned in the Introduction, a Map of the 
County has been judged more neceſſary in the improved ſtate of the 
work. It is placed facing the Title-page of the Excurſions. 


Preſent Names from Ancient Names from 
Burton. Domeſday. | 
Wilſon, - W. G. In the pariſh of Breedon. 


Wimeſwould, - Wimundewalle, Wimundeſwall, V. E. G. Pa. Trinity Cot- 


lege, Cambridge. In. Abraham Jobſon. K. b. 91. 


Wimondham, WWimundeſham. R. F. Pa. the King. In. T. Ball. K. b. 121. 


Wiſtowe, - Wiſftaneſtow, Witenefto., V. Gar. Pa. Earl of Denbigh, In. 
T. Willows. K. b. 8/. 187. 44. Pl. 1, fig. 7. D. St. Wiſton. 

Withcock, - Wicoc, Wicote. R. F. Pa. Sir John Palmer, Bart. In. Sa- 
muel Topp. K. b. 6“. gs. 44. 

Witherley, - Werdebi. R. 8. Pa. William Hill, Eſq. In. Iſaac Whyley. 


K. b. 16/. 2s. 34. D. St. Peter. 


In the Excurſions, page 491, I juſt mentioned the Death of Mr. John Thomſon, an excellent Ma- 


thematician and Philoſopher. I find that he was born in this place in 1720-1, where his Anceſtors 
have refided upwards of 300 Years. His Father was an opulent Farmer and Grazier; but gave 
him no more than an ordinary Education. The Boſworth Simpſon was ſhackled with the Fetters 
of Indigence in the Proſecution of his favourite Studies; and Thompſon, when he ſhewed, at an 
early age, his predilection for ſcientific Knowledge, was oppoſed by his Parent: But, notwith- 
ſtanding, that Books and every other aid was withheld from him under the Eye of his Father, yet 
while a Youth, he made an amazing Progreſs in many Branches of the Mathematics. Soon after, 
he was particularly noticed by two eminent Mathematicians, Mr. Beeton and Mr, Thacker, who 
were ſo fond of his Company, that they held periodical Meetings to Diſcourſe upon Mathematical 
and Philoſophical Subjects. With the latter of theſe Gentlemen he very much extended his 
Knowledge, and aſſiſted him in writing“ A new Method of ſolving geometrical Problems, 
4 A complete Treatiſe of Spherical Trigonometry,” and, „A Collection of Spherical Problems, 
Sc. The variety of Subjects he wrote upon in the Mathematical, Philoſophical, and Aſtronomi- 
cal Sciences, which appeared in Heath's Palladium, Martin's Magazine, the Ladies and Gentlemen's 
Diaries, &c. &c. beſpeak his great abilities. His method of Surveying Land, which was entirely 
original, has been ſpoken of in words that do his memory honour. He died in 1783, aged 62. 
I was ſorry I ſaw no inſcription. to his memory at Witherley. 


Wiverby, - Wrordebie, R. F. Pa. Elizabeth Dallowe, widow. 


Woodhouſe, 0 
Woodthorpe, - 


James Wood. K. b. 6/. Pl. 5, fig. 6. 
W. G. C. to Burrow. 
. W. G. In the pariſh of Loughborough. 


Worthington, - Verditane. W. G. C. to Bredon. 


THE END OF THE SELECT VIEWS. 


In. 


47 IN DE xX. 


1 


Page | 

ARDON Hall 221 

Beaumanor - - 267 

Belvoir - 104 

Boſworth - 197 

fight — 333 

Bradgate ruin - 118 

Braunſton hall 257 
Breedon cell - 


Bradley cell - 


Burton- Lazers hoſpital 76:9. 
Canwell priory - 49 
Caſtle-Donington reli- 


gious houſe — ibid. 
Carleton hall - 192 | 
Croxton abbey - 49 
Cumbe religious houſe 50 
Dalby commandery 1014. 
Danet's hall - 262 


Caſtles in general 2 | 
Aſhby * 5 


Belvoir - 7 
—— Grooby - ibid. 
Donington 8, 166 


—— —- Hinckley - 8 


—— — Leiceſter IO, 19 
——=- Mountſorrel 34 
Charters Fitzparnel's 23 
— — Montfort's - 24 


Copies of the hand wri- 
ting of eminent per- 
ſonages = 240, 241, 243 

Edmundthorp hall - 

Elizabeth (Queen) her 
new year's gifts 236 

Enderby hall - 270 

Gerendon abbey - 52, 274 


266 | 


Goppeſhull hall - 280 
Gracedieu priory 52 
Gumley hall - 286 
Harborough - 343 
Hether religious honſe 53 
Hinckley priory = 53, 344 
Kirby-Bellars chantry 54 
Kirkby hall - 157 
Langley nunner7 54 
54» 289 


Laund priory = 
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| Page | 
Leeſthorp hall - 291 
Leiceſterſhire - 327 
Leiceller Abbey +» 56 
— — Black Friars 45 
College 83 
Grey Friars 50 
Leonard's 
Hoſpital - 55 
Trinity ditto 348 
—— Siege 12 
— White Friars 96 
Lindley Hall =» 292 
Loddington Hall 294 
Lutterworth - 350 
Mary (Queen) her new | 
year's gifts - 231 
Melton Mowbray = 350 
Miſterton hall - 296 
Nouſeley college 85, 299 
Normanton hall 297 
Ouſton priory - 86 
Oſbaſton hall - 304 
Parliamerts at Leiceſter 2 5 
2 


Pedigrees, or deſcent of 
the family of 


Abney 293 
Aſhby 307 
Babington 278 
Beaumont and Keck 320 
Bentley 262 
Brown 292 
Cave 179 
Cradock 288 
D' Anvers 205 
Dixie 197 
Ferrers 128 
Gordon and Phillips 275 
Harborough 148 
Halford 188 
Heſilrige 299 
Herrick 253 
Hood 222 
Huntingdon 166 
Jennings 283 
Meynell 310 


. 


Page 
Morris 295 
Pack 306 


Palmer, of Carleton 


192 
Palmer, of Wanlip 322 
Pochin 267 
Rawd on 171 
Ruding 325 
Simpſon 290 
Skeſhnpton 207 
Smith Lorain 271 
Stanley 258 
Stamford 121 
Watts 264 
Wentworth 157 
Wigley and Hartopp 312 

Pictures at 
Beaumanor 229 
Belvoir 109 
Caſtle-Donington 173 
Goppeſhull 284 
Skeffington 209 
Staple ford 151 
Stanton Harold 136 
Plate ſold from the 
Tower — 252 
Preſtwould hall — 305 
Quorndon hall = 309 


Quenby hall - 307 


Religious houſes in general 37 


—- orders =- 4 
Sapcote college 8 


Scraptoft hall «» 312 
Seats in general 99 
Skeffington hall = 207 
Skirmiſh - 13 
Stanton- Harold 120 
Stapletord - 147 
Stanford - — 179 
Stoughton hal! — 319 
Swithland - 202 
Ulverſeroft priory = 87 
Wanlip hall - 322 
Wellcotes - 324 
Wiſtow 3 187 
Wolſey's death — 79 
Zouch 178, 328 


Directions 
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Directions to the BINDER. 


Page 
PoRTRATT of the Author, 
facing Title Page 
Aſhby Caltle 
| cicefter Caſtle Vl — 4 
Caſtle-hill, Mountſorrel, &c. 34 
Leiceſter and its Abbey - 82 
Ulveſcroft Priory — 89 
Belvoir Caftle we then RO 
Belvoir Caſtle, &c. Minor 
Views - I17 
Bradgate Ruin - 118 
Staunton Harold — 126 
Charles' Letter 135 
Stapleford Hall 147 
Kirkby Hall 157 
Donington- park Hall - 166 
Stanford Hall - 179 
Wiſtow Hall - 187 
Carleton Hall - 192 
Boſworth Hall - . - 
Swithland Hall, &c. - 202 
Skeffington Hall —— 207 
Bardon- park Hall 221 
Beaumanor-park Hall — 227 
Plate I. Signatures - 230 
Plate II. Signatures - 241 
Plate III. Signatures - 243 
Braunſton Hall - 257 
Danet's Hall EEE 
Edmundthorp Hall - 266 
Enderby Hall - 270 
Gerondon and Rothley - 276 
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Page 
Goppeſhull Hall - 280 
Gumley Hall - 286 
Gumley Groves, &c. - 287 
Laund Abbey, c. 289 
Leeſthorpe Hall - 291 
Lindley Hall - 292 
I oddington Hall — 294 
Miſterton Hall - 296 
Normanton Hal! 297 
Swithland Slate-pits, &c. 298 
Noſeley Hal! 299 
Oſbaſton Hall =_ 304 
Preſtwould Hall 305 
Quenby Hall - 307 
Quorndon Hall 3 
Scraptoft Hall - 2 gow 
Stoughton Hall 3 
Wanlip Hall — 322 
Weſtcotes — 324 
Village Churches, Plate I. 327 


Ditto, Plate II. 330 
Richard and Richmond's Ar- 
mies 333 
Village Churches, Plate III. 334 
Richard's Houſe & Bedſtead 336 
Village Churches, Plate IV. 338 


Ditto, Plate V. 342 
Hinckley - 344 
Village Oddities - 346 
Trinity Hoſpital - 348 
Loughborough - 349 
Melton-Mowbrayx  - 3359 
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7. Map of Leiceſter, read Map of 
Leiceſterſhire. 

13. His“ hip, read Haſtings. 

14. Col: Orton, read Coleorton. 


80. Paul, read pall. 

97. Horizons, read oriſons. 
120. Suffolk, read Stamford. 
170. Sir John Danvers, read Davis. 
184. Who was the firſt wife of the pre- 
ſent Earl of Harborough, read the 
Ath wife of the late Earl of Har- 
borough, 


M 


15. In the Note, read 1643, and 1655. 


1 
Page 188. John Vaughan, M. D. rad 
James. 
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95+ Laſt line of note, read Gough in- 
ſtead of Goriog, and the ſame 
. page 197. N 
— 205, In the note, read Northampton- 
ſhire inſtead of Nottinghamſhire. 

— 224. For Hood's, read Hoods. | 
— 244. Jane Nevil, Counteſs of Weſt- 
moreland, her ſignature was loſt. 
— 274. Sir William Gordon, Knight, read 


Knight-of the Bath. 
— 327. Ptolomy, read Piolemy. 
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